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Letter from 
the Publisher 


Welcome to the 23rd year of Lindy’s publishing college football 
annuals. Lindy’s started publishing an SEC edition in 1982. It was 
Paul “Bear” Bryant’s last year of coaching and the year Herschel Walker 
won the Heisman at Georgia — arguably college football’s most 
famous (and best) coach and player. 

Much has changed in 23 years. Lindy’s has expanded to pub- 
lish six college annuals and the forward pass has overtaken the run as 
the prevailing means to the end zone. Dennis Dodd takes an inside 
look at this offensive explosion beginning on page 24. Beginning on 
page 18, Dodd and Lindy’s associate editor Don Borst tell you how to 
fix the BCS (Bowl Championship Series). 
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Positioned to Make Things Unanimous This Time 


The Trojans are so deep, so talented, so bal- 
anced, so well coached that they are still Lindy’s 
preseason No. 1 ... even though they won't be all 
the team they could be in 2005. 

USC lost All-American DE Kenechi Udeze early 
to the NFL draft. Top offensive lineman Winston 
Justice will be suspended from school this fall after 

being charged with flashing a pellet gun at another student. Starting full- 
back Brandon Hancock is out for the season due to knee surgery. And super- 
star receiver Mike Williams? What a mess. 

Lesser teams would be devastated, but it says here that the highly caf- 
feinated Pete Carroll will find a way to ensure his team fits his image — 
pumped up. The arrival of arguably one of the finest recruiting classes — 
ever — should keep everyone on the depth chart motivated to the max. 
With an offense that sings and a defense that kills with speed, it looks like 
total conquest at the Orange Bowl on Jan. 4. 


THE GOOD NEWS: Matt Leinart is the favorite to be USC’s second 
Heisman winner in three years and sixth in 40. The tailback trio is equal parts 
lightning, thunder and hard-to-tackle smoke. Carroll’s everything-but-the- 
kitchen-sink defense perplexes and dominates. USC, the national leader in 
run defense last season, could be just as good up front, as tackle Shaun 
Cody moves to end to make room for talented sophomore Manuel Wright. 
Gotta punt? An All-American there, too — Tom Malone. 

THE BAD NEWS: Graduation and the loss of Justice means only 
one starter is back on the offensive line, although help could be on the 
way in senior John Drake (rehabbing a broken ankle), mammoth JC trans- 
fer Taitusi Lutui and true freshman Jeff Byers. The receivers are talented 
but young, and unproven under fire. 

OUR CALL: The uncertainty on the offensive line is unsettling, but 
with a comparatively easy schedule, those new big fellas will have time 
to learn and should be all grown up by the Orange Bowl. BCS comput- 
ers willing, the Trojans can win it a// this time. 


2. Oklahoma 


Back for Second Straight National Title Game 


A Heisman winner returns! We haven’t been able 

to say that since BYU’s Ty Detmer came back in 

1991. QB Jason White leads an explosive offense that has eight return- 

ing starters and could be even better because of the addition of freshman 

Adrian Peterson, who, if his high school pedigree is an indication, is the 

home-run running back the Sooners could have used late last season. 

THE GOOD NEWS: At every position group except running back, 

there is a legit All-America candidate. Scary that a defense could lose 

three major award winners — DT Tommie Harris, LB Teddy Lehman, CB 
Derrick Strait — and possi be just as good. 

AD : The stfensve line (which returns intact) was 
Terwnelnel at the end of last season, unable to handle increasingly 
aggressive schemes and serving up White as dead meat — 16 sacks in 
the last four games. 

OUR CALL: With great talent on hand and fine recruiting classes 
in the bank, there is every reason to think Oklahoma will contend for the 
national title this year ... and next ... and the one after that ... 


3. Georgia 


Tough Schedule is Problem or Salvation 


We admit: If the schedules for Georgia and USC 

were flipped, the Dawgs would probably be No. 1. 
But nobody said college football was fair. There’s not much to separate 
the top three teams — all have speed, depth, excellent quarterbacks and 
three, four or more potential All-Americans. But the Dawgs’ gauntlet of 
Tennessee, at Auburn, vs. Florida and LSU (possibly twice) means a stum- 
ble is more likely. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Senior David Greene, 32-8 as a starter, is per- 
haps the most experienced quarterback in the country. A more mature offen- 
sive line is ready to establish its superiority. There are 16 starters back 
and nota hole to be found | in the starting lineup. 

HE BAD 3: The offensive line was too young last season and 
could cfear tte} wea oR only 147 rushing yards in two games against LSU. 
It must be better. Standout kicker Billy Bennett is gone. And those dang 
Gators have won 13 of the past 14 in the series. 

OUR CALL: The 2002 edition was a great team, as its 13-1 record 
will attest. This one is better. If it comes down to another BCS computer 
battle, the schedule could boost the Dawgs all the way to Miami. 


4. Florida State 


Ready to Defend Expanding ACC Turf 


The Seminoles have stiff-armed almost every chal- 

lenge to their ACC supremacy over the years. Now, 
from the south, comes FSU’s greatest test, its greatest rival ... perhaps 
its greatest fear. The days of the iron-fisted rule of the ACC are over 
because here comes big, bad Miami, which, oh, by the way, has a tidy five- 
game winning streak against the ‘Noles, including two games last sea- 
son. Should be fun. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The entire offensive line returns, all the bet- 
ter to protect Chris Rix and help him make better decisions. He is sur- 
rounded by great skill position players (10 returning starters on offense), 
and FSU couldn’ t be more excited about the young linebackers. 

1E BAL 5: The ugly truth is that in four starts against Miami 
(all iessog) Rix has eactsll less than 43 percent of his passes (47 of 
110), with seven interceptions and lost four fumbles. A win would help 
save his resume; if not, his legacy might simply read: knucklehead. 

OUR CALL: Florida State should have a big fire in its belly to deliv- 
er payback and claim the ACC turf in its season-opener at Miami. If the 
‘Noles beat Miami, can anyone stop them? 


5. Michigan 


Everything Except a Quarterback 

The Wolverines have a rare commodity —a trio of 

All-America-types who bypassed big bucks to return 
for their senior seasons. WR Braylon Edwards, OG David Baas and CB 
Marlin Jackson should lead Big Blue back to Pasadena, where at least 
Michigan won't have to face USC again ... because the Pac-10 champs 
will be off to play in the national championship Orange Bowl. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The Wolverines will send the fastest defense 
in the league against a bevy of Big Ten rookie quarterbacks. Yeah, Michi- 
gan has one of those too in Matt Gutierrez, but at least he gets to throw 
to the nation’ s Dest wieauts. 

AD NEWS: Chris Perry ran 51 times in a game last season, 
which tells you a little something about how hard he will be to replace. 
Michigan might have to do it by committee, at least for a while. The front 
four is gone on defense. 

OUR CALL: The Big Ten is theirs for the taking. In a conference 
race that could be decided by defense and first-year starting quarter- 
backs, Michigan has the best combination of both. 


Know How to Get Where They’re Going 


The Tigers have the roadmap to the national cham- 

pionship: dominating run defense, strong running 
game, steady-and-safe play at quarterback. What the heck, might as well 
use it again, this time following it to Miami. LSU has to replace some key 
parts, but Mr. Multi-Millionaire Nick Saban won't let a new quarterback 
do too much to mess things up. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The uncertainty at quarterback notwith- 
standing, there is not a weak link to be found anywhere. The Tigers will 
be miserly on defense, and if sophomore Justin Vincent isn’t the best RB 
inthe county he might soon be. 

WS: No matter the talent, any team with LSU's sched- 
ule aati be hard- -pressed to make it to the national championship game. 
Conference games at Auburn, Georgia and Florida will tell the Tigers’ tale 
by the midpoint of the season. 

OUR CALL: LSU beat Georgia twice last season, but now the 
Dawgs have a big experience edge at quarterback. That's the big hurdle 
for LSU, and one that will keep the biggest prize just out of reach. 


7. Texas 


Breaking Through to BCS Bowl 


The team we should see is the team that discovered 

itself in the second half of last season after the 
Oklahoma debacle, once Texas shed its ballet shoes and committed to 
being a tougher team that could run, run, run the ball. A shakeup in the 
coaching staff — including bringing in ex-Chiefs assistant Greg Robin- 
son and savvy veteran Dick Tomey to spark the defense — could be 
genius. Or simply desperate. 

THE NEWS: Cedric Benson shucked the summer minor- 
league baseball thing to concentrate on football and could be poised for a 
huge season. He had his third 1,000-yard season in 2003, leading the way 
as UT Be ae Tushilig yards in its final six regular-season games. 

Al [S: Oklahoma is way inside the Longhorns’ ear- 
holes ai has Bee Atif that whole bragging rights thing to the hilt for 
four years. Until the Sooner thing is solved, all other problems are sec- 
ondary ... such as the potential for more controversy at QB between 
Vince Young and Chance Mock. 

OUR CALL: Talent abounds, and Mack Brown is removing some 
of the guesswork by calling his own plays. No South title, but maybe this 
is the season for a BCS at-large berth. 


8. Miami 


Opener against FSU Will Tell Story 


Only once in the past 13 years has the ACC placed 

two teams in the final AP Top 10 ... think that might 
change to, like, every year now that the ‘Canes have blown into the league? 
(Calm down, Virginia Tech, we see you too.) The Hurricanes will face 
more resistance in their new league than in the Big East, but they would 
be bullies anywhere. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The ’Canes have more young studs than an 
episode of The Bachelorette. Larry Coker needs only a tank of gas to find 
an inexhaustible recruiting base. Miami has lost a mere four games in Coker's 
four Seasons as coaeh 

HE | : QB Brock Berlin needs to be more efficient and 
cut way finnt on the turnovers —17 interceptions — or the Hurricanes 
will endure a punchless stretch like last season in which they scored 13 
points in two losses. 

OUR CALL: Miamiis very, very good, but whatever karma/hex/mind 
meld the Hurricanes hold over Florida State is due to end. And losing six 
more first-round picks has to hurt. 


9. Ohio State 


Undergoing Transition, not Rebuilding 

There are very few starting pieces left from the 

national championship run in 2002, pretty much 
just DB Dustin Fox and K Mike Nugent. This will be a big transition sea- 
son for the Buckeyes, as only 10 starters return from the 11-2 team of a 
year ago. At the top of the to-watch list is quarterback, where sophomore 
Justin Zwick gets first shot at replacing heady Craig Krenzel. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Ohio State’s linebacker corps, led by A.J. Hawk 
and boosted by four-year transfers Anthony Schlegel (Air Force) and John 
Kerr nate): is net, Young receivers show big-play flash. 

\ : The running game was achingly dull last sea- 
son without fai Clarett as Ohio State labored among the worst offen- 
sive teams in the Big Ten. There is no obvious hero riding to the rescue, 
just Lydell Ross and his pedestrian 4.3 yards per carry. 

OUR CALL: Rebuilding jobs on both lines eat into Ohio State’s 
margin of error. But it’s probably not wise to bet against a team that is 
13-1 in the past two seasons in games decided by a TD or less. 


10. Tennessee 


Still Chasing after UGA 


The Vols have blown it. They didn’t take advantage 

of Steve Spurrier’s departure at Florida, instead let- 
ting Georgia become the SEC East’s top dogs. And now Tennessee breaks 
in a new starting quarterback for the first time since the 2000 season. If 
C.J. Leak or Rick Clausen can’t handle the job, a true freshman might be 
forced to. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Bolstered by the return of senior Michael 
Munoz and the addition of JC transfer Albert Toeaina, the offensive line 
ranks as one of the nation’s best. So do the linebackers. Most of the key 
games are e at home (Fonas, Auburn, Alabama, Notre Dame). 

AD Georgia and Florida, with their more-experi- 
enced, more- -talented quarterbacks, rate as a pair of aces that will be hard 
to beat. The talented linebackers are sandwiched by three new starters 
in front of them, three new starters behind them. 

OUR CALL: With an experienced QB, the Vols could really go places 
this season. As it is, a worthy goal after consecutive Peach Bowl losses 
is getting back to New Year's Day. 


Il. Wisconsin 


Well-stocked Lines Make Difference 

Startling, but true: Wisconsin has won only 13 of 

its past 32 conference games. Haven't the Badgers 
been better than that? The hunch here is that this is the season in which 


UW plays more like the team from the middle-to-late 1990s — three 


Rose Bowl appearances and record-setting Heisman winner Ron Dayne 
— than the underachieving squads of the new millennium. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Wisconsin has every starter returning on both 
lines, including awards candidates in DT Anntaj Hawthorne, OG Dan Buen- 
ning and C Donovan Raiola. RB Anthony Davis is healthy and ready to 
renew. ine {eam $ 1,000-yard tradition. 

AD NEWS: Perhaps this is a team that just doesn’t know 
how to win. Its four Big Ten losses last season were by a combined 21 
points, most coming down to the final seconds. Having a new QB — 
John Stocco — doesn’t inspire late-game confidence. 

OUR CALL: The QB position is iffy, but most Big Ten schools are 
in that boat. With its reliable strength on both lines, Wisconsin will push 
toward the top of the league. 


l2. Auburn 


Can Cadillac Run Down Bengals? 


The Tigers tried to one-up state rival Alabama on 

the scandal-o-meter late last season, when the 
school prez, athletic director and a Board of Trustees member snuck out 
to meet with Louisville coach Bobby Petrino. Of course, Tommy Tuberville 
was very much employed at Auburn, and the controversy ended up mak- 
ing the embattled Tuberville look good. Now, so would a season of liv- 
ing up to expectations. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Can't go wrong with just handing off to Car- 
nell “Cadillac” Williams, who showed he can stay healthy for a whole 
season. Every starter is back in a secondary that should be among the 
SEC's best. 

AD Ni Senior QB Jason Campbell has yet to prove he 
isa Pee at consistant Seealah passer to take Auburn to the top. The 
defensive front seven will have to buck up after losing five starters, includ- 
ing studly LBs Karlos Dansby and Dontarrious Thomas. 

OUR CALL: If veteran offensive coordinator Al Borges can max out 
Campbell's potential, the Tigers, with 15 returning starters, will be nip- 
ping at LSU’s heels. 


13. Clemson 


From Firing Line, to Doin’ Just Fine 


Tommy Bowden knows as well as anyone how 

quickly fortunes can change. He might have been 

about 24 hours from being fired last fall before his middling Clemson 

team found its stride, whipped Florida State and won its final four games. 

Yeah, it can go the other way in a hurry, too, so he wasn’t taking the high 

expectations for granted, shaking up his coaching staff in the spring. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Junior QB Charlie Whitehurst is an All-Amer- 

ican in-waiting whose average stat line through 18 games reads: 23 of 

37 for 287 yards. Fifteen starters return, including LB Leroy Hill, who 
contibuted: a monster 27 tackles for loss last season. 

: The Tigers had trouble finding new starting offen- 
sive tackles i in the spring, which will put Whitehurst in perilous situations. 
The running game lacks a big-play threat. Schedule is a nightmare. 

OUR CALL: The Tigers might be more talented than their ranking 
attests, but road games at Texas A&M, Florida State, Virginia and Miami 
preclude a run into the Top 10. 
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14. Kansas State 


Sproles Can Make up for Cats’ Holes 

After years of close calls, K-State finally busted 

through the glass ceiling and got to a BCS bowl 
game last season. A lot of big fat good it did. After pulling off the upset 
of the season — 35-7 over No. 1 Oklahoma in the Big 12 title game — 
the Wildcats acted like they hadn’t been there before (Ell Roberson’s post- 
curfew behavior) and laid an egg against Ohio State. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Darren Sproles is back after a 1,986-yard sea- 
son and so are three starting linemen who helped crack open the small 
holes needed to spring him. The defense has ranked in the top six nation- 
ally in yards: allowed for seven years running. 

E BAD 3: Sproles is great, but QB Ell Roberson was the 
jet fuel in K State's 5 aie Sophomore Dylan Meier takes over, and there’s 
no guarantee he has the juice to take defensive pressure off Sproles. 

OUR CALL: K-State picked a good time to replace 13 starters, as 
the other key contenders in Big 12 North are a) in transition, b) an off- 
field mess, c) unproven at the top level. 


15. West Virginia 


Big East Title is There for the Taking 


The path will never be clearer to a BCS game. With 

Miami and Virginia Tech off to the ACC, Pittsburgh 
rebuilding and the Syracuse Orangemen doing whatever the heck it is 
that they are doing, the Mountaineers might only have to climb over 
Boston College to capture the Big East championship. Sixteen starters are 
back to ensure that the job gets done. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The entire starting offensive line returns to bet- 
ter give Rasheed Marshall time to find speedy WR Chris Henry, who aver- 
aged an astonishing 24.5 yards a catch and scored 10 touchdowns last 
Season. 

B S: Maryland is still on the schedule, and the Terps 
have w won Fa heen over the past three seasons by an average of 22 
points. At least this year’s game — Sept. 18 — is in Morgantown. Pro- 
ductive RB Quincy Wilson is gone. 

OUR CALL: Just six little conference games stand between the 
Mountaineers and an automatic BCS berth. Whether they are taken seri- 
ously depends on games against Maryland and Virginia Tech. 


16. Missouri 


Pinkel’s Pinnacle: Construction Nearly Done 


The Tigers have been building under Gary Pinkel, 

and this might be the really big payoff. They were 
3-8 in 2000 before he took over, guiding the team to a 4-7 record, then 
5-7 ... then 8-5 and the Independence Bowl last season. With 15 starters 
returning and junior Brad Smith the most exciting quarterback in the land, 
it’s time to dream the dream of a Big 12 North title. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Between passing and running, Smith has 
accounted for 6,745 yards in his first two seasons. The defense keeps 
improving, and returns nine starters. The best sign of all: the defensive 
line now tals those at Oklahoma and Texas. 

D NEWS: Smith is exposed to a lot of hits and doesn’t 
fea an pareienoal backup. As efficiently as he passed last season — 
60 percent — Missouri ranked only 102nd nationally in passing at 166 
yards per game. 

OUR CALL: The non-conference schedule is a breeze, basically 
leaving two season-defining games: at Texas and at Nebraska. Even if 
the Tigers lose both, they are looking at nine wins if they hold serve 
at home. 


17. California 


Teddy’s Bears Have Got the Bite 


Coach Jeff Tedford is as popular among Old Blues 

as William Shatner at a Trekkie convention. Season 

ticket sales and corporate sponsorships are up by about a third, and it's a 

green light for a massive renovation project at aging Memorial Stadium, 

estimated cost: $140 million. Now, the Bears just hope to keep their offen- 

sive guru tethered to Berkeley and away from the clutches of the NFL. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Assuming natural improvement, Tedford puts 

junior QB Aaron Rodgers in the same class as his other pupils — Trent 

Dilfer, Akili Smith, Joey Harrington and Kyle Boller. With WR Geoff 
McArthur and pals, this | is a 40-points-a-game kind of offense. 

3: Progress was stemmed in the spring when a 
dozen starters sat aif Hees of injury or surgery. Underrated RB Adim- 
chinobe Echemandu is gone. USC is bent on revenge, and gets to play 
the Bears in the Coliseum. 

OUR CALL: Nobody in the Pac-10 has the talent to match USC, 
but Cal has a coach who can think right along with Pete Carroll. That and 
16 returning starters adds up to second place in the league. 


18. lowa 


Hard-hitting Hawks Stay in the Mix 

Linebacker Chad Greenway typifies the Midwest- 

ern sensibilities of lowa, all the way down to his 

John Deere-inspired wardrobe — Nothing Runs 
like a Deere. And not much hits like an lowa defender. The Hawks have 
plenty of horsepower on defense, led by LB Abdul Hodge, DE Matt Roth 
and Greenway — tough guys who will, er, plow through blockers all day 


ong. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Coach Kirk Ferentz coaches offensive line- 
men as well as anyone in the country and will never be caught short at 
the position, one of the reasons lowa has won 21 of its past 26 games. 
Sopfomore left au0) Mike Jones could be his next big star. 

: Much of the offensive firepower is gone, includ- 
ing first-round OT Robert Gallery, RB Fred Russell and K Nate Kaeding. 
lowa starts over again at quarterback with sophomore Drew Tate, who 
was a touted prep prospect from Texas. 

OUR CALL: Ferentz’s team will be no fun to play. The Hawks will 
be physical, hit hard and leave bruises. Atthe same time, too little offense 
leaves them short of the Big Ten title. 


19. Florida 


Who Needs Returning Starters? Gators Rising 


Gator fans still aren't writing any love letters to 
coach Ron Zook. Three road wins last season over 
teams ranked in the top 11 — including co-national champ LSU — did- 
n't count for as much as it should have because the Gators flaked out in 
their bowl game against lowa. Consecutive eight-win seasons has Flori- 
da playing catch-up in the SEC and in its state, and Zook won't be allowed 
to run that race forever. 
THE GOOD NEWS: Zook’s saving grace is his savvy recruiting. 
QB Chris Leak and LB Channing Crowder stepped in as freshmen last 
season and instantly became among the best in the nation at their posi- 
tions. Scheie is syoically hard, but UF owns Georgia. 

: Only nine starters are back from last season’s 
team, just two on Heferise: The combination of new ends and new cor- 
nerbacks means opposing QBs might have all day to lob deep balls against 
the Florida defense. 

OUR CALL: Young talent will keep the Gators in the hunt for the 
SEC East title, but Georgia has more depth and experience. If Zook can 
hang on, he really will have something in 2005. 
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No Urban Myth: Utes one of West's Best 


Urban Meyer was masterful in his first season at 

Utah, installing a complex, spread offense that did 
the job well enough most of the time and will only get better this season. 
The key to success in 2003, however, was that Meyer retained all the 
defensive toughness that marked the reign of popular former coach Ron 
McBride. No team in the Mountain West has such quality balance between 
offense and defense. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Utah finished 21st in the nation after a Liber- 
ty Bowl win over Southern Miss, and 19 starters are back. QB Alex Smith 
has an uncanny ability to understand and execute Meyer's offense, and 
he ees W ue — by far — the best QB in the league. 

/S: The season starts with a home game against the 
Wrecking Chew and then follows with a game at Desert Swarm. OK, so 
maybe these aren't vintage Texas A&M and Arizona teams, but losses 
would put the Utes out of the national consciousness. 

OUR CALL: Urban Meyer, Notre Dame head coach... that could hap- 
pen sooner than later. Another conference title will put Meyer in the dis- 
cussion for just about any big-time opening. 


2). Virginia 


Talent Aplenty ... But Who's the QB? 


Virginia has several players who are the envy of the 

league — guard Elton Brown, tight end Heath Miller, 
and linebacker Ahmad Brooks — but the big question is this: Who will 
replace QB Matt Schaub? “Erratic,” was the way coach Al Groh described 
his QB play after the spring game, and 5-10 junior Marques Hagans or 
redshirt freshman Kevin McCabe might be just good enough to get the 
Cavs beat. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Wali Lundy, Alvin Pearman and speedy Michael 
Johnson could be running every which way behind a strong line that 
(including Miller) has 122 career starts. The linebackers are the best in 
the wague ke that, "Noles and ’Canes. Hey, you too, Hokies. 

D IS: A fast start is a must. If the quarterback situa- 
tion isn’t satisfactorily resolved through what easily could be a 4-0 start, 
things will just go downhill when Clemson, FSU, Maryland, etc., start lin- 
ing up on the other side of the ball. 

OUR CALL: Having a first-year QB might not be as dire as it is at 
N.C. State and Maryland, because those schools want to open the offense. 
Coach Al Groh is more old school, and will happily play ball control. 


22. Nebraska 


Callahan under an Electron Microscope 


Only the whole mood of a whole state hangs in the 

balance. New coach Bill Callahan has to fit square 
pegs into round holes. The coaching switch didn’t come with the initial 
blessing of the Nebraska deity — Tom Osborne. Every move of the new 
staff will be scrutinized, every incomplete out pattern measured against 
a potential 5-yard option pitch. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The Blackshirts largely re-established their 
dominance last season, and should continue to be a bright spot even with 
a new coordinator. FS Josh Bullocks and LB Barrett Ruud are All-Amer- 
ica candidates. TE Matt Herian should have a huge season. 

AD NEWS: The Huskers were so smoked in their three loss- 
es last season (a ranpined 70 points) that it seems difficult for them to 
close the gap in one season. Transition from the option is plenty tough, 
and the West Coast offense can’t be mastered in one season. 

OUR CALL: Change is hard, but it sure worked for Oklahoma in 
1999 when Bob Stoops brought in a new way of doing things. Welcome 
to the 21st century, Huskers. This thing could work ... eventually. 


23. Oregon 


Team Nike Means Offense 


After last season’s win over Michigan, the Ducks 

made the cover of Sports Iilustrated, but might have 
been more suited for People’s Worst Dressed List. Team Nike has more 
changes of clothes than a model at a runway show, including the headache- 
inducing Lightning Yellow. Sartorially speaking, Oregon can adapt to any 
situation, but the Ducks have no such balance on the field — great offense, 
no defense. 

THE GOOD NEWS: QB Kellen Clemens finally “got it” late last 
season and could have a big junior season. Coach Mike Bellotti has opened 
a recruiting pipeline to powerhouse De La Salle High in Concord, Calif.., 
reepitg un Pucks. ish with super, speedy athletes. 

I : Oregon hasn't been able to cover people the 
past two Was ‘and there doesn’t seem to be much new help at CB. Grad- 
uation and early departures left big holes at DT, LB and FS. The return of 
injured DT Haloti Ngata only begins to address the needs. 

OUR CALL: UO is built to win shootouts — something you can 
get away with in the Pac-10 (especially with no USC on the schedule). 
Other than at Oklahoma on Sept. 18, there’s nothing the Ducks can’t win. 


24. Purdue 


Key Home Games Create Opportunities 


Joe Tiller proved last season he was more than just 

a gunslinging coach with a wide-open offense, down- 

and-distance be damned. He had a great defense, so he adapted. Threw 

us a Bo Schembechler, Woody Hayes kind of a change-up, playing it con- 

servative on offense. This season, with the strength of his team reversed 

— offense experienced, defense not — it’s back to throw, baby, throw. 

THE GOOD NEWS: While the top half of the Big Ten adjusts to 

new starting quarterbacks, Purdue carries on with senior Kyle Orton, who 

could have a Drew Brees-like season. Kicker Ben Jones can win the close 
games. 

E (EWS: There could be a big drop-off on defense, as only 
three stiee return. Purdue holds the unwanted title of King of the Painful 
Defeats, as 12 of its past 13 losses, dating to late in the 2001 season, have 
come by a touchdown or less. 

OUR CALL: The Boilers can’t claim things aren't breaking their 
way. Orton’s experience is a huge plus in a new era of Big Ten QBs, and 
Ohio State, Michigan and Wisconsin all visit West Lafayette. 


Rew 
A BCS be damned, these Frogs Have Big Plans 


Any projected champ of Conference USA deserves 

Top 25 mention, and the (almost) BCS-busting 

Horned Frogs will be back stirring things up in 2004. Defense has been 

their calling card for several seasons, and while that could continue to 

be a strength, this season it’s a balanced offense with a wealth of back- 

field depth that should carry the day en route to a conference title. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Robert Merrill and Lonta Hobbs both have 

1,000-yard rushing seasons on their resumes, and TCU knows it can win 

with either Brandon Hassell or Tye Gunn under center. The schedule is a 
bit tougher than last season, but not impossible to navigate. 

AD : Standout end Bo Schobel is gone, and the Frogs 
must establish a a tush from a rebuilt line, because even a strong 
secondary won't be able to cover all day against Texas Tech, Houston 
and Louisville. 

OUR CALL: TCU remains one of the top non-BCS teams and gets 
the benefit of the doubt in what could be a thrilling C-USA race that 
includes Southern Miss, Louisville and Memphis. 


You're invited. The ESPN GamePlan College Football pay-per-view _ 
in college football. Featuring the teams, conferences and 150 games you won't Wal 
you'll be the first to arrive and the last to leave every Saturday, all season long. f 
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USC Pac-10 6 LSU SEC 11 Wisconsin Big Ten 16 Missouri i 21 Virginia 
Oklahoma Big 12 7 Texas Big 12 12 Auburn SEC 17 Cal - 22 Nebraska 
Georgia SEC 8 Miami ACC 13 Clemson ACC 18 lowa i _ 23 Oregon 
Florida State ACC 9 Ohio State Big Ten 14 Kansas State _ Big 12 19 Florida 24 Purdue 
Michigan Big Ten 10 Tennessee SEC 15 West Virginia _ Big East 20 Utah 25 TCU 


26__ Maryland ACC 5 _Expectations are here to stay — 31 victories in the past three seasons. 72 Kentucky _ SEC 10. Rich Brooks’ tougher-minded Wildcats could earn bow! invite, 


27 Southern Miss C-USA 2 _There’s enough young talent for Eagles to contend for another title, _ BY Vanderbilt _ Skil Experienced team — 21 returning starters — will be competitive. 


28 N.C. State ACC 6 Healthy RBT.A. McLendon should be back to 2002 All-ACC form. ss 74_North’ Carolina ___ ACC _10 Offense should be formidable as John Bunting tries to savejob, 


29 Louisville CAUSA 3__ Offense will fly; defense will determine ifthey're title-worthy. 75 South Florida C-USA __7 Inconsistency and uncertainty at QB could be tough to overcome. 
30_ Alabama SEC__6_Thereare probation-induced depth issues, but Tide back inbow! biz, 76 Bowling Green MAC 4 Without QB Josh Harris, Falcons likely to fall back in MAC, 
31 Georgia Tech ACC 7 Buzz about Jackets: tough D-Line, fine young ( QBinReggie Bal. = «=» 77 Stanford _—Pac-10_9 Defense has been building toward this season; offense not ready, 


32_VirginiaTech __—ACC__—8_ Lower expectations after late-season swoons and move to ACC. 78 Miami (Ohio) _ MAC 5 Ample tools, but hard to get over the hump without Big Ben, 


33 _ Oregon State Pac-10 4 Should get a bow! if 0B Derek Anderson can avoid turnovers. __79 Arizona Pao-10 10_ Mike Stoops gives program much needed personality upgrade, 


34 Marshall MAC 1 Marshall's final season in MAG ends as most — with aleague title. = _80_ UNLV MWC 5 Find a QB, and this team could: challenge for a postseason spot, 
35__Texas Tech Big 126 New QB, butit’s the system, right? Tech will score points a’plenty, 81 Cincinnati __ C-USA 8 Mark Dantonio needs to lay groundwork for move to Big East. 


] 35_PomState_igTen_6 _JoePabuiding back anther nda?) rat big ura, Nay__—_—_—d!_2_Md cm or anterior nso OB rig Cando, 


37_Boston College _Big East 2 _Lame-duck Big East Eagles should head toa sixth straight bowl, _—s_ 83 Indiana BigTen 11 RB BenJarvus Green-Ellis is the building block Indiana needs. 
38 Memphis C-USA 4 Offense could run roughshod over C-USA, but defense is iffy, a Mississippi State SEC 12 Job One for Sylvester Croom: Restoring order and discipline, 


39 Minnesota BigTen 7 Gophers will win a lot of shootouts, but lose their fairshare,too. = 85. Baylor Big i211 Guy Moris’ system in in place and big improvement possible, 
40 Notre Dame Ind 1_ With tough sked, it it's hard to envision rapid improvement in victories. at) I Pe MWC 6 Athird | straight losing season would put Gary C Crowton on thin ice, 
41 Fresno State WAC 1 Personnel i in place to take away league control from Boise State, 87. Air Force mwe 7_ Falcons are younger — and hungrier — than last season, 

42 Toledo MAC 2 Powerful offense should simply rocket past most opposition. _ 8B Akron MAC 6 _A.500 record reasonable goal in J.D, Brookhart’s first season. 


4% Washington State _Pac-10 5 Significant talent losses, butmaybe the Cougs areheretostay, === 89 Jowa State = Big 2 12 Dan MaCarney needs another jumpstart for stalled program, 


44 Ole Miss_ SEC___7_Eli-less Rebs won't fall off the SEC map, Program on solid footing. 90 Tulane _ C-USA 9 Massive drain of firepower could slow Wave's offense to atrickle,_ 


45 _ Oklahoma State Big12_7 Closed the gap some on South powers; needs to avid sliding back, _ St Duke ACC __11_ Ted Roof shed the “interim” label with nice late-season performance, 


46 Michigan State BigTen_8 John L, Smith's debut season nraised expectations; that’s good and bad. 92 Louisiana afayete Sun Belt 2 Improving Cajuns could ride favorable schedule to top of Sun Belt. 
47 South Carolina SEC 8 Lou Holtz still full of energy, ideas... andlots of staffchanges. == 93. New Mexico State Sun Belt 3° Aggies could do What was expected last year — contend in Sun Belt : 


48 TexasA&M Big 2 8 _ Often, Dennis Franchione's rebuilding projets tke of in Year 2. 94 Nevada WAC 5 Chris Ault back for third tour as Wolf Pack coach, 


49 SanDiego State MWC 2 Great defense alone will Keep Aztecs in MWC title hunt, _95 Western Michigan _MAC 7 __ Getting imperative for coach Gary Darnell to turn in in winning seas season, _ 


50 _Arkansas SEC__9 Could be losing season, but 0B Matt Jones worth price ofa admission. 96 Central Florida MAC 8 Knights and George O'Leary gear up for move to C-USA in 2005, 


51 Arizona State Pac-10 6 Talented QB Andrew Walter has tolugteam onhis shoulders. ss 97_Troy State Sun Belt 4 Trojans will enjoy the Sun Belt and could rise quickly. 


52 ~ Pittsburgh ____BigEast 3 _ Still enough, post-Fitzgerald, to compete in watered-down Big East. 98 Temple _ Big East 7 Might be able to squeeze three victories (at most) from this schedule 


53 Washington __Pac-10 "7__Tough sed; thin ines; new OB. Fist sing season since 76? 99 Wyoming MWC 8 “Looking to breakout of last pace; til along way fom contention, 


‘54 New! Mexico MWC 3 Sure and steady improvement for Lobos under coach Rocky Long. = 100 East Carolina _-C-USA__10_ Need more from QB to maybe double win total of 2003 (one). 
55 Kansas __Big12_ 9 Mark Mangino making things happen; won't be aneasy out. 10 Louisiana Tech WAC 6 _QB auditions continue in fall, but Tech usually finds good one, 


56 UAB C-USA 5 OB Darrell Hackney should lead Blazers to winning record, _ 102 Rice WAC __7_ Rice built some momentum by winning final three games of '03. 


57_ Northwestern _—BigTen_9 Eked into postseason last season; onthe cusp again in 2004, E> ay it03 ‘Ball State ____MAC__9'_ Must survive tough start — Boston College, Purdue, and Missouri. 


58 UCLA ——_—Pac-10_ 8 Coaching questions will dog team if Bruins don't make move upward, 104 Middle Tennessee Sun Belt 5 _ Disappointing in past two seasons; i's time for a run to Sun Belttitle,_ 


59 Rutgers Big East 4 The school’s second-ever bowl bid — yes, just the second — awaits, 105 UTEP WAC 8 _ Give Mike Price a couple of years, and good things should happen. 


60 Houston C-USA 6 __ Cougs have a good ’un in OB Kevin Ko Kolb and should be lots of fun, _ 106 Central Michigan MAC 10 New coach Brian Kelly is proven winner at Division II level. 
Colorado By 12 10 oie need to circle the wagons to avoid another losing season. 107 Louisiana-Monroe __Sun Belt 6 Coach Charlie Weatherbie on track to make progress W with Indians, 


UConn 0 _ 108 Buffalo _MAC 11_Not being rated No. 117 anymore shows incremental 3 progress, = 


3 Colorado State MWC : 4 “Tough ealy stretch, but Rams wil ve ypicaly oh vin MWC. ____- 109 Utah State _—_—Sun Belt 7 _ Aggies already looking forward to 0 better fit in the 2005 WAC. 


Wake Forest ACC 9 _That the ACC got tougher not good news for improving program. _—»ss«-110 Kent State MAC 12 Doug Martin replaces Dean Pees, who left in March for the NFL 


Syracuse Big East 6 _ Humble goals: Just getting back toa winning season. _ 111 Arkansas State __ Sun Belt 8 Small step back after winning 11 games in past two years. 


Tulsa WAC 2. Great turaroundin'03 for first-year coach Steve Kragthorpe, Ss ASMA SWAG) Not enough talent to escape bottom half of the WAC. 


]_Hawaii __WAC__3_ Timmy Chang back for more ... such as NCAA passing record. 113 Ohio _ MAC 13 Still trying to fi ight its way out of the lowest tier in MAC East. 


8 North Texas Sun Belt 1_ No reason to think that it won't be fourth Sun Belt title in a row. 114 SanJoseState WAC —_10 Fitz Hill grinding hard, but it's tough to win in San Jose, 


69 _ Northern ilinois MAC Ae Oh-so-close lately, but MAC title game Keeps eluding Huskies, _ 115 Idaho Sun Belt 9 New attitude under ex-USC aide Nick Holt counts for someting iy 
70__Iilinois Big Ten 10 After a1-11 season, the heatis increasing under Ron Turner, _—=—sss116 Eastern Michigan MAC 14 Will take more than a coaching change to make it work at EMU, 


71 Boise State WAG 4 Change of plans: Defense will have to carry the o offense in Boise. 5 MMoAmy) C-USA tt Nowhere to go but up for new/old coach Bobby Ross. 
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Terry, you’re colorful. Jimmy, you’re laser sharp. Howie, you have unique angles. 
Chris, you think around corners. Dan, you get back to basics. But, guys, WHO BEATS THE SPREAD? 


How would youll Ke to beat Chris, 
Dan, Jimmy, Perny & Howie? 


And make more money and show more guts. 


All you need to do is subscribe to the most powerful newsletter in 
football. Jim Hurley’s Network Bulletin. 

Because crammed onto the four pages of this bare bones, no-frills 
report is all the vital intelligence you need to win: 


V CRITICAL STATS V WINNING SYSTEMS 
V SERIES HISTORIES Vv UPDATES, BACKGROUND 
V SCHEDULE DYNAMICS V MOTIVATIONAL ANGLES 


EXCLUSIVE POWER RATINGS (UPDATED EVERY WEEK) 
V HIDDEN TRENDS THAT WIN AT 70% OR MORE 
v PLUS MATCHUPS & ANALYSIS OF 30 TO 40 TOP COLLEGE & 
NFL GAMES THAT TELL THE WHOLE STORY IN 3 OR 4 LINES. 
V MIDWEEK UPDATE: We'll e mail you any changes or updates 
that affect our selections so you don’t get caught short. 
In 2 minutes you’re smelling money! in five minutes 
you've got your whole weekend playlist. In ten minutes you're ready to 
come on TV and challenge the talking heads themselves! Because while 


they hide behind generalities (“/ like Miami on this one”) you’re specific. 
My Bulletin gives it to you straight & complete. You know WHO...and WHY... 


_ ie | 
Credit card orders call toll free now 
=, Jim Hurley’sNETWORK® 


; wrri 4 it fefir i 
=) 1-800-323-4453 
Hee online at: www.jimhurley.com 


ADDED. BONUS: With your full season subscription you get 
TWO FREE BOOKLETS: 1) Behind the Numbers critical stat 
breakdown all NFL teams... and 2) 30 Golden Rules, 15 college 
and 15 NFL rules that will make or save you $thousands. 

A combined $50 value. Plus FREE ROTATION SCHEDULES. 
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And while they are picking straight up - which is about as exciting as kiss- 
ing your sister - you’re picking against the spread and winning real money! 

You can cherrypick your winners from our Picks & Previews and 
sound like a genius. These are the 30 to 40 college and NFL picks we 
make seven days in advance — and that win at 65%! 

Or pick your own. Just look up our power ratings, follow the handicapping 
instructions and give Vegas a hotfoot. Either way, you'd be making money. 

Think of it: a// over America ten million fans are glued to their sets 
with one question in mind: WHO BEATS THE SPREAD? 

And Chris, Dan, Jimmy, Howie and Terry have no answer. But you can 
have the answer in your hands right now. 

Subscribe for a full season of our Bulletin and you get 22 issues from 
Week One to the Superbowl, mailed first class every Sunday Night & arriving 
at your doorstep in time for you to make a Big Bang every weekend. (Or we'll 
e-mail it direct to your home or office and make your computer a money 
machine.) Special Early Bird price only $50, a savings of $25. 


BONUS: FREE PRE-SEASON PICKS! 
New Bulletin subscribers may call 1-800-323-4453 every day a 


pre-season game is played and receive our best bets at no charge. 
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2004 


FIX 


the 


BCS 


Shove the computers far behind our newfangled concept: 
Common Sense 


sy DENWIS DODD ovo DOW BORST 
iicustaarion by FRAWK CUMMINGS 


= ‘ 
TL rs i THE BCS IS MATH GONE WILD. Three (or four or five) 


teams cannot be put into the two slots reserved for the national championship 
game. Think Ruben Studdard trying to wedge himself into an airplane seat. 
That's what the BCS fathers have been trying to tell us all along. The system 
“enhances” the chances of a true national champion. It doesn’t guarantee it. 
Still we cry, we bleat, we argue, we drink ourselves into a coma at the local 
watering hole trying to convince the barkeep there is a better way. 
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In its six years of existence, the BCS 
has “worked” three times, resulting in the 
clear No. 1 and No. 2 teams facing each 
other for the national championship. That, 
boys and girls, is half the time. 

In the six years before the BCS was 
implemented, the No. 1 and No. 2 team 
played each other — why, yes, here it is: 
three times. 

And consider three of the past four 
years: 

+ 2000 — With undefeated Oklahoma 
ranked No. 1, Florida State and Miami fin- 
ished No. 2 and 3, each with one defeat. 
Remarkably, the Seminoles and Hurricanes 
had the second and third most difficult 
schedules in the country. 

The human polls called Miami No. 2. 

But the computer polls called Florida 
State No. 1 — ahead of undefeated and 
otherwise unanimously top-ranked Okla- 
homa, leaving Miami at No. 3. That created a gulf between FSU 
and Miami that was sufficient to boost the 1 1-1 Seminoles into 
the Orange Bowl, where they would get stuffed by Oklahoma. 

Miami was left to the Sugar Bowl, where it was able to at 
least cement its state championship by beating Florida ... to go 
with the 20-17 victory it had earned earlier in the season against, 
yes, Florida State. The Miami-FSU result, though, had no more 
bearing on the BCS equation than any of the other 21 games on 
their combined schedules. 

* 2001 — Nebraska reached the national championship game 
against Miami, even though the Cornhuskers failed to reach the 
championship game of their own conference. That honor went to 
Colorado, which destroyed NU, 62-36 in late November, and 
then went on to avenge an earlier loss to Texas in the Big 12 
championship game. 

Nebraska wasn’t ranked second by the AP or by the coaches. 
Or even third. The Cornhuskers were ranked fourth, yet wound up 
in the title game. This case is unusual, because CU had two 
defeats. Still, a conference championship and a 62-36 victory are 
nothing to be ignored. At the same time, Pac-10 champion Ore- 
gon had just one loss, and was ranked second by both human 
polls. Alas, the computers had Oregon as a distant fourth, effec- 
tively leaving the Ducks out of consideration to play Miami for 
the national championship. 

So, Nebraska it was ... and the Cornhuskers were blown up 
for 34 first-half points as Miami cruised to a predictable 37-14 
Rose Bowl victory. 

+ 2003 — Unlike Nebraska in 2001, at least this Oklahoma 
team captured its division title, earning a spot in the Big 12 
championship game. A one-sided defeat in that Big 12 title tilt 
prompted OU’s quick relegation by the human voters to No. 3, 
behind top-ranked Southern California (champion of the Pac- 10) 
and No. 2 Louisiana State (champion of the SEC). But not so the 
computers. 

The computers, in all their wisdom, considered the Big 12 
runner-up to be the No. 1 team in college football ... which 

_ essentially trumped USC’s No. | ranking by the humans. LSU was 
ranked No, 2 by both the humans and the computers, which 
proved to be a stronger position than USC’s No. 1 and No. 3 
computers ... but not as strong as OU’s No. 3-humans/No. 1- 
computers. 
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Get it? Sorry, neither did we. 

The odds of such a controversy happening every year are 
basically 100 percent, according to BCS guru Jerry Palm. 

“That question is not dependent on the formula,” he says. 
“That question is dependent on there being more worthy teams 
than games. When you have more than two worthy teams and 
just one game to put them in, you have a problem. There could 
be a dispute over one spot every year. It doesn’t matter what the 
formula is.” 

Yikes! 

The problem is, the BCS is here to stay ... and not just for a 
little while, owing to the power that the major conferences have 
in staging the event and owning the TV contracts and the like. 

At the same time, the notions of “any news is good news,” 
and “controversy sparks interest” that the BCS folks have relied 
upon in the past are simply ... well, wrong. When most of the 
public discussion centers on how foul the BCS ratings are — 
prompting many fans to shrug off the designation of the BCS 
national championship game as mere politics — the credibility of 
the event itself eventually comes into question. 

So, short of a full-on playoff what are the solutions? 

Overriding all must be a stiff injection of common sense into 
the equation. Merely tweaking a flawed mathematical logarithm 
won't get the job done. It’s what the committee has tried to do 
each winter since they started, and it’s done nothing but cause 
further gnashing of teeth among those involved ... and a shrug of 
“it’s still screwed up,” to those who aren't. 


KILL THE COMPUTERS 

That was Big East commissioner Mike Tranghese’s message in 
January when he told reporters if the issue isn’t addressed, “You 
should kill us.” 

Without the computer-ranking element (25 percent of overall BCS 
score), the BCS would have agreed with the human polls last year: USC 
No. 1, LSU No. 2. 

Tranghese, then the BCS chairman (it’s a title that revolves 
among conferences), admitted that the BCS commissioners never 
saw last year’s controversy coming: That the No. 1 team in both 
human polls, USC, could be stiffed out of the BCS title game. 

When the polls agree, the simple solution is that those two 
teams should face off in the BCS. 


2004 


oll with easy-drinking, easy-going Seagram 
ber you can't roll with 7 ‘til you hit twenty-one, 


Picohol by volume (80 Proot). Blended angibemled ay the 7 Crow Di ig Compary, Stamford, CT. 


Six Years of BCS 

The first thing the Bowl Championship Series should do is 
consider the two human polls to be the most significant feature 
in its rankings. The first six years of the BCS showed the com- 
puter ratings superseding the traditional human polls three 
times. 


Here's a glance at the first six years of the BCS, with the 
final regular-season AP Poll and Coaches Poll rankings, and 
the score in the BCS title game: 


AP Cc 2003 Score 
1 1 Southern Cal 

2 2 LSU 21 

3 3 Oklahoma 14 
Should have been: 

#1 USC vs. #2 LSU 

AP Cc 2002 Score 
1 1 Miami 24 

2 2 Ohio State 31 

AP Cc 2001 Score 
1 1 Miami 37 

2 2 Oregon 

3 3 Colorado 

4 4 Nebraska 14 
Should have been: 

#1 Miami vs. #2 Oregon 

AP Cc 2000 Score 
1 1 Oklahoma 13 

2 2 Miami 

3 3 Florida State 2 
Should have been: 

#1 Oklahoma vs. #2 Miami 

AP Cc 1999 Score 
1 1 Florida State 46 

2 2 Virginia Tech 29 

AP Cc 1998 Score 
1 1 Tennessee 23 

2 2 Florida State 16 


Tranghese’s suggestion — really, the whole idea from the 
beginning — was to let the polls decide who plays for the cham- 
pionship. But newspaper reporters and their editors balked back 
in 1998 that they didn’t want to “make news” by determining 
with their votes who played in the game. 

It was an ethical issue that has turned into hypocrisy. The 
computers from the Seattle Times and New York Times are part of 
the BCS. The New York Times computer, in particular, is an indus- 
try joke because of its wildly fluctuating and unrealistic rankings. 

That's not only making news but heavily influencing a $100- 
million postseason industry: But the only alternative six years 
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ago, Tranghese said, was to insert computers into the equation. 
Originally, there were three. The list grew to eight. Last season 
ended with only seven computers. 

They are combined with the human polls, a quality-win com- 
ponent and strength of schedule to come up with a final BCS 
number for each team. 

“| knew the day we came up with computers that some day, 
some time, some place, something like this was going to occur,” 
Tranghese said. “Why would'I be surprised? It’s computers.” 

In the short history of the BCS, we have seen that even a 
slight tweaking of the system causes what Tranghese repeatedly 
called “unintended consequences.” 

The best idea is to do away with the computers and figure in 
a combination of the human polls, quality wins, win-loss record 
and strength of schedule. 

But the mere fact that there has been several computer pro- 
grams, each valuing subtle differences — but without considering 
such things as home-field advantage or importance of game or 
the like — indicates that the computers should be used sparingly, 
if at all. 

The NCAA men’s basketball committee considers the RPI 
computer formula (ratings percentage index) to be merely one 
factor in the deliberations of the selection. At the very most, 
that’s the role computers should play in the BCS. 


LET THE COACHES VOTE FOR NO.1 

In 1998, The American Football Coaches Association voted 
overwhelmingly to give its final No. 1 vote to the BCS title game 
winner. 

Bad move. First, the 63 voting coaches didn't get a say in the 
national championship after the regular season. All their No. 1 
votes were automatically cast for the BCS game winner. Second, 
it enhanced the chances of a split national champion. That.was in 
direct conflict with the BCS “enhancing” (remember?) a true 
national championship game. 

Even though the system was flawed before the BCS, the two 
major polls agreed the overwhelming majority of the time on the 
final No. 1 team. 

Cracks began to appear in the AFCA foundation last year 
when USC was left out of the Sugar Bowl, despite the Trojans 
being the No. 1 team in the coaches poll. A few voting coaches 
were quoted inthe Los Angeles Times as saying they might not 
automatically cast their votes for the BCS game winner. The USA 
Today.editor in charge of the coaches poll said the coaches were 
free to cast their votes as they saw fit, since they were calling in 
their,ballot with No. 2-25, anyway. The paper, he said, had an 
agreement with the AFCA, not the BCS. 

AFCA’executive director Grant Teaff weighed in, reminding 
coaches of their 1998 decision. The problem was, at least’a third 
of those coaches weren't around in 1998. And, the No..!'team in 
both polls had never been shut out of the title game. 

In essence, the coaches were prohibited by their professional 
organization from voting for the team they had decided was the 
best at the end of the regular season; USC. The editor, Deputy 
Managing Editor/Sports Jim Welch, threatened not'to run the final 
poll if it wasn’t “valid.” 

The final coaches poll was run with LSU resting atthe top but 
not without controversy. Three unidentified coaches voted for the 
Trojans after LSU beat Oklahoma in the Sugar Bowl. The gloves, 
as they say, were off. Welch said/he didn’t consider the final poll 
credible. Teaff said the issue would have tobe resolved in the off- 
season. 
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Then to add to the controversy, the AFCA voted in January to 
recommend to the BCS thatiits final “regular season” No. 1 team 
get an automatic spot in the BCS game. That would.make a con- 
sensus national championship more likely, not less likely. 

What if the No. 1 team in the coaches poll is No. 3 in the 
BCS? It happened last year, How, then, is the second team 
decided?) Can't we all just get along? 

Simple solution: If both human polls agree, those two teams 
play in the BCS game. End of story. It Would have changed the 
title-game match-up in 2000, 2001 and 2003. 


LOSE THE STRENGTH OF SCHEDULE 

USC missed out on the Sugar Bowl by 0.16 of a point, That 
was the margin between the third-place Trojans and second-place 
Tigers. 

_ The reason? LSU had a stronger schedule according to the 
BCS. In fact, because Boise State beat Hawaii and Syracuse beat 
Notre Dame on the last day of the regular season, USC was left 
out. L 
Two teams it had beaten (Hawaii and Notre Dame) lost, 


affecting USC's strengthiof schedule. LSU picked up 0.2 points in 


the strength of schedule that day. 


All seven computers. have a strength of schedule component 


‘in one way or another. The BCS’ component is redundant. Take 
out the BCS strength of schedule and USC would have finished 
second last year. If the commissioners decide to keep the com- 
puters, at least get rid of the repetitive strength of schedule. 


WIN YOUR CONFERENCE 

Oklahoma in 2003 and)Nebraska.in'2001 played for the 
national championship without winning the Big 12. 

Should winning your league be a requirement for the title 
game? Absolutely ... with an asterisk. 

Nebraska was ajoke in'2001. Atleast Oklahoma was dominat- 
ing and No, 1 for almost all of last season. Still, it couldn't back it 
up in a winner-take-all Big 12 title'game. LSU did in the SEC title 
game and deserved to be in the Sugar Bowl. 

Oklahoma'didn't. 

Here's the asterisk: When there are more than two teams 
competing for the title game, then a tiebreaker should be confer- 
ence champion. USC was No. 1.in'the polls ‘and deserved a shot. 
LSU was No. 2.in the’BGS and deserved a spot. Even though 
Oklahoma was.No. | insthe BCS before the, bowls, it.should have 
lost onthat tiebreaker. 

Same asiin 2001, when both conference champions Colorado 
and Oregon were left behind Nebraska. 

Remember, we're not saying kick em out of a BCS game. 
We're just saying you can’t play in the title game. Obviously, the 
Big 12 is against such an idea. Count the SEC out too, as well as 
the new ACC when it goes to a divisional format in 2005: Those 
commissioners want the possibility of what happened to Okla- 
homa last year to exist. 

“At the end of the day, every one of us is selfish,” Tranghese 
said. 


MAKE HEAD‘TO-HEAD COUNT 

In an effort to try to credit teams for “quality victories,” the 
committee established a fluid, poorly conceived notion of tenths 
of points awarded for beating teams that this week’are rated in 
the Top 15 ..) or something. 

Much simpler, and much better, would merely be to leave 
the head-to-head consideration as a tie-breaking factor. That is, if 


there is any conflict between two teams in the rankings, if one of 
the teams beat the other, then the team that won the head-to- 
head game gets the nod. 

Conferences get it right by using that in their tiebreaking pro- 
cedures, why not the BCS? 


GET THE FIFTH BOWL RIGHT 

The BCS presidents acquiesced to the BCS have-nots in Feb- 
Tuary and took steps toward establishing a fifth BCS bow! begin- 
ning in 2006. A ‘noble gesture, but it still doesn’t get to the heart 
of the matter. 

A fifth bowl matters only if it is part of a “plus-one” model. In 
other words, selecting two teams from the winners of the four 
other bowls and playing them off in the fifth bowl. 

The hot-button word there is “selecting.” There are inherent 
problems with picking two teams out of four winners, Who or 
what decides? The easy option is picking the top two remaining 
teams in the BCS. But look what that did for USC. There is the 
possibility that the two other winners will be screaming bloody 
murder, 

Another problem: The BCS presidents are against a plus-one 
model. As of now, the fifth bow! would be just more of the same, 
supposedly in a five-year rotation to host the national champi- 
onship game — nothing more, nothing less. 

Anything that hints of a playoff will be killed by the presi- 
dents. 

“I don’t think at this point there is any momentum for one 
bowl that is played apart’ from the others,” said Oregon president 
Dave Frohnmayer, chairman of the BCS presidents. “The five are 
really'seen as [equal].” 


DIVULGE THE DARN FORMULAS 


The six power conference commissioners that run the BCS 
cannot tell you how the process works? Really. Certainly not the 
real math that goes inside those computer formulas. _ 

So if no one person knows the math, how do we know it's 
credible? Do we take it on faith? That’s not good enough for col- 
lege football. We need to see the numbers even if the majority of 
us would start drooling down our chins trying to figure out the 
Colley Matrix. 

No system is worth squatuunless the participants can under- 
stand it. As‘wacky asthe NCAA Tournament is, its process is 
familiar enough that the 65 teams can be figured out by anyone 
willing to take the time. 

Not that Joe Sixpack would understand it, but release the 
math behind the computer formulas. If the computer geeks refuse 
to release their precious calculations get new computer geeks. 

But, as we said earlier, get rid:of em, anyway. 


PUT. SOME ‘THERE’ INTO THE BCS 

The BCS really doesn’t exist in any tangible form. It is an idea 
that flickers on our televisions in January. It is made “real” by a 
series of contracts locked away in someone's drawer. 

The BCS commissioners have set aside part of the $100 mil- 
lion (supposedly $400,000) to establish a BCS office. You know, — 
desks, telephones, humans, the whole deal. 

It would be nice to have a permanent BCS leader, a fais 
director, basically some accountability for a system that is harder 
to get your hands around than jello, 

At least'we'd know who to blame When we're at the local, bar ; 
trying to.figure out who's in the title game ... and why. And, who 
to be mad at that it’s'so messed up. , 
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THERE WAS THE OFFENSIVE SEA CHANGE that transformed col- 
lege football for a couple of decades ... and then there is the 
modern tsunami that is basically a 21st century phenomenon. 

LaVell Edwards — the grandfather of modern offensive col- 
lege football — might have started the trend when he arrived at 
Brigham Young in 1972. But the revolution that gradually caught 
up with Edwards has since blown past him like a hitch and go. 

* Offensive trends tracked by the NCAA continue to rise, with 
all-time highs established in the past couple of years in points per 
game, yards per play, total offense per game, average passing 
yards, completion percentage, average completions and 
attempts per game. 

+ From 1998 through 2002, 39 percent — 16 of 41 — of the 
main individual offensive records were set. 

+ Last year 39 teams, exactly one-third of the division, aver- 
aged at least 400 yards per game. Fifty-six teams, almost half, 
scored 50 points in a game. Forty-two of those had a winning 
record. 

Even the godfather of offense was impressed. 

“Wow,” Edwards said. “I didn't know it had gotten that 
high.” 

Looking around the country this season, the 74-year old icon 
can't help but be delighted with what he helped create. Thirty- 
two years ago, Edwards took over an outpost in the Wasatch 
Mountains and started tweaking the nose of college football tra- 
dition. Multiple formations; smart, lithe receivers; small offensive 
linemen ... 

“The reason we got started is we couldn't get the athletes to 
do a lot of the things,” he said. 

Well, they got the athletes to do the passing thing in his sys- 


tem, with BYU leading the nation in passing offense eight times TEXAS TECH’S B.J. SYMONS IS THE NEW PASSING YARDAGE CHAMP, THANKS TO MIKE 
; : LEACH’S WIDE-OPEN OFFENSE AND A GAME TRENDING TOWARD EXPLOSIVE OFFENSE. 
in a 10-year period from 1976-1985. 


Building from that model, most teams today seem to use 
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multiple formations; smart, lithe receivers who are also increas- “The tall guy,” Texas Tech coach Mike Leach said simply, 
ingly faster and taller; and huge offensive linemen that run like “is always a little bit open.” 

linebackers (well, almost). Consider that first-round draft choice Things will change, they always do, but for now we are living 
Robert Gallery of lowa, a massive 330-pound offensive tackle, ran through the biggest offensive explosion in college football his- 

a sub-5-second 40-yard dash during testing. tory. 

Defensive coordinators ache for the next 6-1 cornerback who “Start with the spread offense,” said Chuck Long, Oklahoma's 
can play, because, folks, there just aren’t that many of them. offensive coordinator who was a Heisman Trophy runner-up as 
Genetics has yet to produce in abundance tall corners who can lowa quarterback in 1986. “Spread people out and get matchups, 
backpedal, cut and run as fast as a 6-4 athlete who knows exactly put quick athletes in space. That's where it started. That’s where 
where he's going. Until God steps in, the game will increasingly you see a ratcheting of offensive football the last three or four 
be ruled by receiving giants. years.” 


Long played 10 years in the NFL and gets part of the credit 
for changing the ground-based Big Ten in the 1980s. He was the 
first conference quarterback to pass for 10,000 career yards and 
went on to coach last season’s Heisman winner Jason White. 

“L also believe these things run in cycles,” he said. “In the late 


Passes/game 31.6 2001 ‘90s, with the invention of the zone blitz schemes, it started to 
Completions/game 17.8 2003 slow some offenses down and punish the quarterback. Usually 
Completion pct. 568 2003 offense is something that catches up to things. | think you're see- 
Passing yards/game 223.9 2003 ing now that offenses are getting used to zone blitzes. 

Avg. per attempt 7.19 1998 “You wonder,” Long added, “what the next big thing is 
Total offense/game 382.7 2003 going to be.” 

Yards/play 5.39 2003 Though offensive numbers have been trending upward for 
Touchdowns/game 3.47 2001 a while, there has been an unprecedented eruption in just the 
Points/game 27.3 2002 time since today’s fifth-year seniors first showed up on campus. 


Last season alone, records were set for average passing yards 
(223.9), most yards per play (5.39) and total offense (382.7). 


24 Linpy’s FooTBALL ANNUALS 2004 


Passes Soaring, Records Falling ... 
It’sjan 
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Quarterbacks were more accurate (56.8 percent) and com- 
pleted more passes (17.8 per game) than ever before. 

The passing yardage mark beat the previous record by nearly 
four yards a game. It was only 14 years ago that the average sur- 
passed 200 yards for the first time. In that span, seven new pass- 
ing yardage records were set. 

Like Edwards, the passing guru, the dizzying numbers are 
even notable to a statistical guru. 

“It's now gone on for three years,” said NCAA director of sta- 
tistics Jim Wright. “Three years is a pretty good benchmark that 
this is a trend.” 

And from the looks of it, the trend won’t stop any time soon. 

“You might see those numbers go up every year if the talent 
continues to improve and gets dispersed around the country,” 
Purdue coach Joe Tiller said. “I do think it is a trend that is not 
likely to reverse itself.” 

Defenses have fought back by trying to decapitate the quar- 
terback — figuratively, of course. 

It is a constant week-to-week battle. Defensive schemes such 
as the press, Cover 2, the stack and the zone blitz have evolved 
as a way to combat the high-scoring offenses. Defensive coordi- 
nators scheme their blitzes, purposefully leaving areas of the field 
open in a gamble to get a kill shot on the quarterback. 

LSU was able to win a low-scoring Sugar Bowl by targeting 
Oklahoma's Jason White. He had knee and wrist surgery in the 
offseason after consecutive beatings handed out by Kansas State 
and LSU. 
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“I know we've seen a big change in our seven years in the 
Big Ten in what we see on the field defensively,” said Tiller. 
“There's much better speed and better athletes on defense. 

“| think philosophically there’s been a little bit of a shift there. 
Coaches used to think about putting all the skill on offense and 
say, ‘Let's light it up.’ They figured out that we'd better try to find 
out how to stop somebody occasionally.” 

And once defenses loaded up, offenses countered with 
shorter, safer passes, and better protection for their precious 
quarterbacks. Passing yardage is up, but the average gain per 
completion (12.58 yards) was down last season for the fifth con- 
secutive year. Yep, short, safe passes are like a handoff ... only 
better. 

Through the coaching chess match of the past decade, the 
offensive coordinators are winning. From 1992 to 2002, average 
points per team soared 19 percent to a record 27.3 points. Com- 
pare that to the previous 10 years, when scoring increased by just 
4.6 percent (a total of one point in 10 years). 

Tiller himself is credited with bringing the spread offense to 
the Big Ten when he arrived from Wyoming in 1997. After build- 
ing a balanced offense and tough defense last season, he broke 
out the Drew Brees days, throwing 55 times against Wisconsin 

“This is why | came to Purdue,” said Purdue quarterback Kyle 
Orton, “to have the game in my hand and throw the ball 50-60 
times per game.” 

That's the lure of the game to the average recruit. More and 
more, the offensive game has been narrowed to a simple game of 
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pitch and catch, starting in the NFL. 

The trickle-down effect has been clear in recruiting, planting 
the seeds for the revolution: Offensive recruits didn’t want to be 
stuck in a college offense that leaned heavily toward the option 
or wishbone because they wouldn’t practice or learn the skills 
necessary for the pros. 

Check out your local Pop Warner teams. Suddenly, everyone 
wants to be a receiver. From Division Ill to the Big House, wide- 
out has become the new glamour position in college football, not 
quite to the level of quarterback, but probably surpassing running 
back, a position that ain't what it used to be. 

Consider: In the past 15 seasons, only four running backs 
have won the Heisman Trophy. But from 1973 to 1983, a period 
in which NCAA tushing totals were at or near record highs, run- 
ning backs won the Heisman every year. 

In 1975, teams set NCAA records with 51.9 carries and 204.5 
rushing yards per game. Those averages have dropped by almost 
a quarter, down to 39.6 and 158.7. 

Seeds for the trend were planted in 1985, when a rule 
change allowed offensive linemen to open their hands and 
extend their arms while blocking. It was like the key to the king- 
dom for those who knew how to use the new advantage. 

“There was quite a subtle change but a significant change 
when they changed the pass protection blocking rule,” Edwards 
said. “What that did was enable teams that primarily tried to run 
the football to work on that phase of the game. That kind of got it 
slowly going. Whenever you started to spread out, it put enor- 
mous pressure on the defense.” 

There also has been an influx of pro coaches in college. Pete 
Carroll, June Jones and Nick Saban have at least brought a pro 
mentality to their teams. 

Carroll, with lots of help from offensive coordinator Norm 
Chow (who was an Edwards assistant at BYU for 27 years), helped 
USC add a Heisman-winning quarterback — Carson Palmer — to 
its quartet of Heisman-winning running backs. Jones’ senior quar- 
terback, Timmy Chang, is likely to break the NCAA career passing 
yardage record this season. 

“A lot of us at the collegiate level are studying more of the 
NFL offenses more than ever before,” Long said. “] know we do. 
You can’t do everything they can do, but I see a lot of teams 
studying that league a lot more and implementing their own 
schemes.” 

Breakthrough talents led to trendsetting, as well. 

Marshall's tall, rangy Randy Moss opened up the game to 
a whole new generation of athletes who otherwise would have 
played linebacker — or basketball. Barry Sanders opened up the 
game to a generation of small backs who could catch, make plays 
in space and literally hide behind their 300-pound offensive line- 
men. 

Edwards was only a facilitator because all trends start some- 
where. This one started out West where most historians give Sid 
Gillman, Don Coryell and Mouse Davis credit for this offensive 
Darwinism — everything evolved from them, with guys like Bill 
Walsh, June Jones, Dennis Erickson and many others establishing 
coaching trees with long roots. 

The new poster child is Texas Tech coach Mike Leach. 

Leach, a cum laude graduate of BYU who did not play foot- 
ball, first made his mark in Division I-A several years ago as an 
assistant at Kentucky, where he tutored Tim Couch. Operating out 
of the shotgun and spread, Couch set several school and SEC 
records before heading to the NFL. Leach made a stop at Okla- 
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from the option, before he became Texas Tech head coach in 
2000. 

Halfway through the 2003 season, Leach’s offense was on 
pace (627.4 yards) to break Houston’s 14-year record for average 
total offense (624.9). The Red Raiders finished with “only” 582.8 
yards to lead the country. 

“They play the old basketball on grass, throw it all over the 
place,” Tiller said. 

Tech quarterback B.J. Symons passed for 5,833 yards, obliter- 
ating Ty Detmer’s NCAA record of 5,188 yards, set in 1990 at 
BYU. 

“My suspicion is that just over time, people are getting better 
at it,” Leach said of the spread. “The biggest thing is it makes the 
defense cover all the positions on the whole field. It’s not how 
many times you throw it. Our deal is get it to everybody, in 
everybody’s hands. 

“It’s kind of an old idea. The wishbone got it in everybody's 
hands.” 

Except hardly anyone is running the wishbone or option as 
the prime mode of attack anymore. The last Top 25 holdout — 
Nebraska — gave up the ghost after last season, jettisoning a link 
to its past (coach Frank Solich) and turning to a NFL coach (Bill 
Callahan) with West Coast offense sensibilities. 

The move figures to make the Big 12 even more capable of 
zipping the ball up and down the field. Aided by Tech, Oklahoma 
and the Heisman Trophy winner last season, the Big 12 led the 
nation in points (30.9) and yards (404.8) per game. Five of the 
top 11 scoring teams in the nation were from the Big 12. 

It's great theater, it’s great to watch and, as Tiller says, “I sus- 
pect this is going to be a continuing saga.” 


homa in 1999, helping Bob Stoops and the Sooners transition 
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Leinart Stays 
California Cool 
In New Life As 


An All-American 


il J SC quarterback Matt Leinart 
considers himself a kid in a big 
9 man's body, a self-described 
“goof off’ who can’t play enough 
video games. 

“He plays more than anyone | 
know,” said Trojans linebacker Matt 
Grootegoed, Leinart’s roommate. “He 
plays ‘NCAA football’ 24/7. He's so 
good he’s playing in the dynasty 
mode. I can't beat him.” 

Dynasty? Can't beat him? 

Sounds a lot like Leinart’s real 
football life, which in the past 12 
months has been turned upside down 
— ina good way. 

“Exactly a year ago | was a nobody. 
My whole life has changed,” Leinart 
said. “It’s funny when you think back a 
year ago. | was so nervous, | would 
never imagine all this. I've gone from 


third-string to a starting quarterback for 


USC. My life in general has changed.” 

It’s hard to list all the ways. Leinart 
begins the 2004 season as one of the 
favorites for the Heisman Trophy after 
finishing sixth in last year’s voting. 
He's a returning All-American and 
Pacific- 10 Conference Offensive Player 
of the Year after he helped lead the 
Trojans to a Rose Bowl victory and 
share of the 2003 national champi- 
onship. 

Instead of being ignored while 
walking around USC’s campus, he’s 
recognized everywhere. Fans mobbed 
him after the Trojans’ spring scrim- 
mage and forced him to sign auto- 
graphs for nearly an hour. Leinart 
patiently obliged. 

He’s also done what many consid- 
ered impossible: Make USC faithful 
forget how hard it was supposed to be 
replacing Heisman Trophy winner 
Carson Palmer. 

“Obviously, the big thing is the 
attention from fans,” Leinart said. “I 
had no idea how it would be. When 
Carson was here, | tried to see what he 
went through, but I didn’t realize all he 
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Matt Leinart 


went through. 

“| haven't changed personality- 
wise, but it’s tough not to change 
when your life has changed drastically. 
This is my job, and I have to do what | 
have to do. | need to stay grounded.” 

Leinart has evolved from a quiet, 
laid-back reserve to a vocal leader, 

a role he embraced as his stature grew 
last year. 

“I've become more of a confident 
person,” Leinart said. “I’m 100-percent 
confident in myself, but my teammates 
know I’m not conceited.” 

Grootegoed, who played with 


Leinart at Mater Dei High in Santa Ana, 
Calif., said Leinart has become tougher 
mentally since becoming the Trojans’ 
starting quarterback. 

“His confidence in football has 
changed,” Grootegoed said. “He’s 
stayed the same. He’s straight as an 
arrow. He's not too cocky.” 

The real change in Leinart occurred 
when USC coach Pete Carroll named 
him the starter during the spring of 
2003. The endorsement worked 
wonders for Leinart’s self-esteem. 

“Matt feeds on that confidence in 
him,” Mater Dei coach Bruce Rollinson 
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said. “He’s very quiet. Matt doesn’t 
like attention. He takes everything 
internally.” 

Now, he’s taken the job and 
flourished beyond most expectations. 

“He's just so comfortable with 
what he’s doing,” Carroll said. “That's 
the biggest difference after last season. 
We're not afraid to install anything into 
the offense now with Matt. He’s done 
a heck of a job.” 

So what will 2004 bring following 
his smashing debut? How can he 
possibly top it? 

He passed for 3,556 yards with 38 
touchdowns and nine interceptions, 
despite never throwing a college pass 
before his first start. 

Leinart set a Pac-10 record by 
throwing 212 passes without an 
interception. His stats — which includ- 
ed a 63.4 completion percentage (255 
of 402) — were actually better than 
Palmer's during his Heisman-winning 
season. 

“There’s not much you can say 


Darren Sproles 


other than he had a great year,” offen- 
sive coordinator Norm Chow said. 

There seems to be two schools of 
thought regarding Leinart in 2004, and 
he’s heard both versions. The first is 
that he simply can’t duplicate the 2003 
season, particularly without All-Ameri- 
can wide receiver Mike Williams 
around. 

“| hear that and read things about 
what Mike did for Carson and me,” 
Leinart said. “Mike's a great player and 
makes any quarterback look good. But 
| have nothing to prove. I’m not 
worried about that. For people to say 
that, they don’t know what's going 
on. 

The other idea is that Leinart is 
already good enough to be a potential 
first-round draft pick if he chooses to 
leave school after his junior season. 

“I'd like to stay through my senior 
season, but it’s something where you 
have to weigh it all out,” Leinart said. 
“That’s something | won't worry about 
until next season. It’s something that’s 
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been asked by a lot by people but, to 
be honest, | don’t think about it too 
much.” 

It’s a relief to those at USC that 
Leinart is not a whole lot different than 
before he became an All-American. 
He’s a favorite around the athletic 
department because he never says no 
to autographs, interviews or any of the 
trappings of being a big-time football 
player. 

He’s also not one to live and 
breathe football, preferring to spend 
his time talking about subjects other 
than USC football. 

“| just like talking about girls,” he 
said. 

In that respect, Leinart is not much 
different than other college guys. USC 
promoted the fact he dated profession- 
al surfer and part-time model Veronica 
Kay last season until they broke up; he 
admits his dream girl is Britney Spears. 

“Hey, I’m a 20-year-old guy,” 
Leinart said. 

— Scott Wolf 


Braylon Edwards Heath Miller 


FIRST TEAM SECOND TEAM 


Name Ht. 
Matt Leinart 6-5 
Darren Sproles 5-7 
Carnell Williams 5-11 
Mark Clayton 5-11 
Braylon Edwards 6-3 
Heath Miller 6-5 
Ben Wilkerson 6-4 
David Baas 6-5 
C.J. Brooks 6-6 
Alex Barron 6-6 
Jammal Brown 6-6 
Jonathan Nichols 6-0 


School 
USC 


Kansas State 


Auburn 
Oklahoma 
Michigan 
Virginia 

LSU 
Michigan 
Maryland 
Florida State 
Oklahoma 
Ole Miss 


Name 

Jason White 
Anthony Davis 
Walter Reyes 
Geoff McArthur 
Craphonso Thorpe 
Matt Herian 
Greg Eslinger 
Chris Meyers 
Elton Brown 
Eric Winston 
Michael Munoz 
Mike Nugent 


Jammal Brown 


School 
Oklahoma 
Wisconsin 
Syracuse 
California 
Florida State 
Nebraska 
Minnesota 
Miami (Fla.) 
Virginia 
Miami (Fla.) 
Tennessee 
Ohio State 


Jonathan Nichols 


C.J. Brooks 
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Johnson’s Game 


Should Be Even 


More Butkus-like 


as a UT Senior 


hen spring drills were done at 
Wee= new defensive coordi- 

nator Greg Robinson threw 
around phrases such as “work in 
progress” and “getting past inhibitions.” 

As any new coach in a program, he 
had to build specific expectations and 
create valid comparisons in his mind 
for what he expected his unit and 
players to look like and achieve. 

But as a longtime NFL assistant — 
Robinson won two Super Bowl rings as 
Denver Broncos defensive coordinator 
and coached with the Jets, Chiefs and 
at UCLA — it didn’t take him long to 
get a pretty good idea what he has in 
senior weakside linebacker Derrick 
Johnson. 

“Ken Norton,” he said. “Carnell 
Lake. Mo Lewis. 

“Marvin Jones,” he added. “John 
Mobley. Al Wilson. 

“lan Gold,” he went on. “All of 
these Pro Bowl guys ... 

“| haven't mentioned one yet that 
he has to take a back seat to,” Robin- 
son said. “I scouted Brian Urlacher. I'll 
put D.J. up against him.” 

Johnson, a 6-foot-3, 230-pounder 
from Waco, was one of three finalists 
for the Butkus Award last season. 
When he went to Sea World for the 
awards ceremony, he watched Okla- 
homa's Teddy Lehman hold the tro- 
phy. Now he wants one for his own. 

And there’s much more personal 
hardware within his reach. Not only is 
Johnson the favorite to win the Butkus, 
he’s Lindy’s preseason Defensive 
Player of the Year. And when voters 
look for defensive players to consider 
for National Player of the Year — yes, 
as in Heisman Trophy — Derrick 
Johnson should be a name they notice. 

A two-time All-Big 12 performer, 
Johnson makes plays all over the field. 

+ In the backfield ... he had 20 
tackles for loss last season. 

+ In coverage ... he intercepted 
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All-America Team 


Derrick Johnson 


four passes. 

* Everywhere in between ... he had 
125 tackles. 

“| think he’s a great player,” said 
Texas Tech coach Mike Leach, normally 
measured in his praise for opponents. 
“He's just a great overall football player 
— a big, strong guy that can go 
sideline to sideline.” 

Johnson’s role figures to expand 
this season, making him an even more 
visible presence on what should be 
one of college football's best defenses. 

Last year Johnson rarely blitzed; 
when he did it was almost always 
between the guards. During spring 
practice, Robinson turned him loose 
from all angles, sometimes looping to 


the other side of center, and frequently 
combining with speedy end Mike 
Williams to blitz off the same edge. 

Johnson even has a favorite call, 
the Under Whack Zone blitz, in which 
the end slants down, and he and the 
cornerback come off the edge. 

“Quarterback. Back turned. 
Turnover,” he said, detailing the 
expected result. 

“We have a great linebacker. It’s a 
green light for him,” Robinson said. 
“He's going to be as good as he wants 
to be.” 

Johnson's coaches have long been 
on him to clean up his technique, only 
to come to the realization that if it ain’t 
broke, don’t fix it. It is far easier to 


2004 


count the times he has taken an 
unorthodox approach and succeeds 
than when he does it and fails. 

“He’s got the ‘it,’ ” said Texas tight 
end David Thomas. “I don’t know what 
‘it’ is, but he’s got it. 

“I don't know how to describe 
what he can do. The way he takes on 
blocks, | don’t know how he does it. | 
can take the steps, get my helmet in 
the right place, do everything right, 
and he still makes the tackle.” 

The Longhorns are glad the 
school’s first consensus first-team All- 
American linebacker since Jeff Leiding 
in 1983 will be playing for them. The 
lure of individual awards and team 
glory were nice; the money the NFL 
offered was another. 

When he announced his decision 
to come back to school, he used the 
same unpredictable approach he uses 
on the field. First he announced all he 
had accomplished at Texas. 

Then he delivered the verbal 
blindside. 


~ 


David Pollack Anntaj Hawthorne 


“I will be going to the NFL,” John- 
son said, his words calculated to hit as 
hard as the man who uttered them. 

Johnson paused as faces registered 
surprise. 

“Naw, just kidding,” he said, 
breaking into a grin. 

What finally swayed Johnson into 
joining a long line of Longhorns who 
came back for their senior seasons — 
Ricky Williams, Quentin Jammer, 
Leonard Davis, Mike Williams, Roy 
Williams, among others — was how 
much he still had to prove. 

Two areas in which Robinson spent 
time with Johnson (and all the Long- 
horn defenders, for that matter), were 
pursuit angles and footwork. Taking 
small steps to make big ones. 

“You have a lot of speed — don’t 
let it be a disability,” Robinson told 
Johnson. 

“He told me to take short steps at 
first, not big ones,” Johnson said. “That 
was tough to do, but he was right. He 
didn’t want me to take myself out of 


Dusty Dvoracek Marcus Spears 


plays by moving too quickly and make 
me overrun things. He told me | was 
fast enough to make it up.” 

Staying in school and improving 
the finer points of his game could 
prove to be a great asset to Johnson. 

NFL.com draft analyst Gil Brandt 
projected Johnson as an early second- 
round pick if he came out after his 
junior year. By staying and having a big 
season — particularly with some of the 
pro-style techniques that he’s learning 
from Robinson — he could jump into 
the No. 1 overall pick, according to 
ESPN analyst Mel Kiper Jr. 

Johnson also will be able to show 
his tough side. Ask Johnson how he 
describes his style, and his answer is as 
Dick Butkus-like as a silk doily. 

“Finesse. Very finesse,” Johnson 
said. “But the old-fashionedness comes 
out sometimes. You need it. Some 
times you can’t dip under a block. It’s 
good to have that.” 

It’s good to have every bit of it. 

— Mark Wangrin 


De ick Johnson A.J. Hawk 


FIRST TEAM SECOND TEAM 


Ht. 
6-3 
6-3 
6-3 
6-4 
6-4 
6-2 
6-1 


David Pollack 
Anntaj Hawthorne 
Dusty Dvoracek 
Marcus Spears 
Derrick Johnson 
A.J. Hawk 

Odell Thurman 


Yr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 

Jr. 


School 
Georgia 
Wisconsin 
Oklahoma 
LSU 
Texas 
Ohio State 
Georgia 


Name 
Matt Roth 


Pos 
DL 
DL 
DL 
DL 
LB 
LB 
LB 


Shaun Cody 


Will Derting 
Leroy Hill 


Mathias Kiwanuka 


Rodrique Wright 
Michael Boley 


Ht. 
6-4 
6-8 
6-4 
6-5 
6-3 
6-0 
6-1 


School 

lowa 

Boston College 
USC 

Texas 
Southern Miss 
Washington St. 
Clemson 


Antrel Rolle 
Corey Webster 
Josh Bullocks 
Jim Leonhard 
Tom Malone 


6-1 
6-0 
6-2 
5-8 
6-0 


Sr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 


Miami (Fla.) 
LSU 
Nebraska 
Wisconsin 
USC 


CB 
CB 


6-1 
5-9 
6-1 
6-2 
6-2 


Marlin Jackson 
Darrent Williams 
Thomas Davis 
Donte Nicholson 
Dustin Colquitt 


Michigan 
Oklahoma St. 
Georgia 
Oklahoma 
Tennessee 


PX 
Josh Bullocks 


Antrel Rolle 


Odell Thurman Corey Webster Jim Leonhard Tom Malone 
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PLAYER 
RATINGS 


QUARTERBACKS 


hris Leak has started only nine games in his career, but 
is already part of University of Florida football folklore. 
It’s not because of his three-touchdown fourth- 
quarter rally to beat Kentucky in his first start. 

Or his near-flawless performance in an upset of eventual 
national champion LSU in Baton Rouge. 

Or his game-winning drive against Georgia. 

Leak's legendary status dates to before he even threw his 
first collegiate pass. It’s about a pass he refused to catch. 

During the first few weeks of practice last August, Leak had 
already earned a reputation as a driven, focused player who 
spent hours watching film and studying the Gators’ offense. A 
few of his teammates, eager to test that conviction, convinced 
an attractive co-ed that Leak was interested in her, and sent 
her into his room to see if he'd crack. 

He didn’t. 

The young lady exited faster than she entered. 

“| was watching film,” Leak said. “I didn’t have time for that.” 

That's not all of the legend, though. 

It wasn’t long after that incident that Leak, during a conver- 
sation with receiver O.J. Small, said he wasn’t going to get a 
girlfriend until the Gators won a national championship. 

Both stories quickly made their way around the locker 
room, and Leak was firmly cemented in Gators lore. 

“Yeah,” Leak said sheepishly when asked about those 
incidents. “But | didn’t mean for it to get blown up like that.” 

Leak is having a hard time understanding why they have 
been blown up. He’s not acting any differently than he did in 


TOP QUARTERBACKS 
COLLEGE 


USC 
Oklahoma 
Missouri 
Georgia 
Clemson 
Florida 


RK NAME 


. Matt Leinart 

. Jason White 

. Brad Smith 

. David Greene 

. Charlie Whitehurst 
. Chris Leak 


. Aaron Rodgers : Cal 
. Andrew Walter 
. Kyle Orton 

. Charlie Frye 

. Dan Orlovsky 


Arizona State 
Purdue 
Akron 

UConn 
Florida State 
Louisville 
Virginia Tech 
Hawaii 

Utah 

West Virginia 
Houston 
Toledo 
Arkansas 
Memphis 
North Carolina 
Vanderbilt 
Cincinnati 
Georgia Tech 


. Chris Rix 

. Stefan LeFors 

. Bryan Randall 

. Timmy Chang 

. Alex Smith 

. Rasheed Marshall 
. Kevin Kolb 

. Bruce Gradkowski 
. Matt Jones 

. Danny Wimprine 
. Darian Durant 

. Jay Cutler 

. Gino Guidugli 

. Reggie Ball 


Florida’s Leak Bursts onto Scene; 
Soph is All Football, All the Time 


high school, when he 
was one of the most 
sought-after recruits in 
the nation. He has 
always been focused on 
football, on becoming 
the best quarterback he can, and of one day playing in the NFL 
... and winning championships. 

“I’m not sure if he ever stops,” Florida coach Ron Zook 
said. “He's got an unbelievable work ethic. He’s got a passion 
for the game, a passion for learning, a passion to become the 
best he can possibly be.” 

Maybe obsession is a better word. 

While he was still a senior at Independence High School in 
Charlotte, N.C., Leak paid his way to Gainesville on four 
weekends so he could watch spring practice, meet his future 
teammates, and voluntarily start working out. 

He missed his prom on one of those weekends, too. 

Leak studies film daily, long into the night. He convinced 
his roommates to rearrange the furniture in their campus suite 
so they could run a few plays. 

Leak doesn’t go to clubs, movies or parties. About the only 
place he does go regularly is Wal-Mart, because even driven, 
focused people run out of toothpaste. That's about as exciting 
as it gets for Leak off the field. 

“You have plenty of time for that later,” Leak said. 

“I'm just really focused on getting prepared for next 
season. My brother (C.J., a senior quarterback at Tennessee) 
was in college when | was in high school, and he told me how 
focused you have to be.” 

All of that focus must have paid off, because Leak complet- 
ed 190 of 320 passes for 2,435 yards, 16 touchdowns and 11 
interceptions. The completions and yards rank second in SEC 
history for a true freshman. 

Leak rotated with redshirt sophomore Ingle Martin in 
Florida’s first four games, then Zook named him the starter 
before the Gators’ road game at Kentucky. UF trailed by 18 
points in the fourth quarter, but Leak led three touchdown 
drives — he threw two touchdowns — to give the Gators a 
24-21 win. 

Leak had other big games, too. He completed 18 of 30 
passes for 229 yards — with no interceptions and two touch- 
downs — under constant pressure in the Gators’ 19-7 upset 
win at LSU. He also led Florida on a 10-play, 66-yard drive that 
ended with Matt Leach’s 33-yard field goal with 33 seconds to 
play in a 16-13 win over Georgia. 

Leak wants to be worlds better than that this season, which 
is why he won't even take a day off from his routine of film 
study, workouts and three-times-a-week throwing sessions. 

He's not quite an All-American, but if he remains true to 
form, multiple awards could be in his future. 

“I try not to slack off,” said Leak, who in March pledged to 
play four years at Florida, saying he promised his mother he 
would earn a degree. “If something comes up, I'll just have to 
double up the next day.” 

And the legend will continue. 
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Chris Leak 


— Michael DiRocco 
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PLAYER 
RATINGS 


n the football field, Auburn’s Carnell “Cadillac” 
Williams has so many moves, it’s hard to know which 
direction he’s going to go next. 

It's the same way with his career. 

“I came real close to leaving,” Williams said of the NFL. 

“Actually, at one point | just knew | was leaving because | 
had talked to some NFL people, and 10 different teams had 
me going in the first round. And if not that, the early second. 

“| just decided to come back and give it another try. | just 
feel like | need another year of college football just to establish 
myself more. But it was also the team more than anything. | 
feel like with the players we've got coming back, we can do 
some great things.” 

If Auburn is to do great things following its disappointing 
7-5 season, the 5-foot-11, 205-pound Williams will have to be 
one of the driving forces. 

As a true freshman in 2001, it quickly became evident that 
Williams was something special. Yet, nagging injuries early in 
the season and a broken collarbone in the 10th game created 
doubts about his durability. 

As a sophomore, Williams was just starting to show how 
impressive he could be on a consistent basis when a broken 


TOP RUNNING BACKS 
CLASS COLLEGE 
~ Auburn | 
Kansas State 


RK NAME 


es . Carnell Williams 
arren Sproles 

ee _ Anthony Davis Wisconsin 

4. Walter Reyes : Syracuse 

Justin Vincent So. LSU 
Cedric Benson Texas 

| 7. DeAngelo Williams Memphis 

8. Laurence Maroney Minnesota 
9. Marion Barber III Minnesota 
10. T.A. McLendon N.C. State 
41. DonTrell Moore | New Mexico 
12. Patrick Cobbs North Texas 
13. PJ. Daniels Georgia Tech 
14. LenDale White USC 
MBSE g Lumpkin Georgia 
Navy 
Tennessee 
Auburn 
Rutgers 
Arizona 
Wake Forest 
Oklahoma State 
Virginia 
Texas A&M 
lowa 
Maryland 
Indiana 
West Virginia 
Louisiana Tech 
TCU 


erry Caulley, UConn; Frank Gore, 
San Diego State 


18. Ronnie Brown > 

119. Brian Leonard — 

20. Mike Bell 

21. Chris Barclay 

22. Vernand Morency 

| 23. Wali Lundy 

24. Courtney Lewis 

/25. Jermelle Lewis — 
. Josh Allen 

27. BenJarvus Green-Ellis 

28. Kay-Jay Harris 

29. Ryan Moats | 

30. Robert Merrill 


‘Cadillac’ Still Parked at Auburn, 
but He’s Hardly Stuck in Neutral 


ankle in the seventh 
game ended his 
season, leaving him 
with 745 yards, 10 
touchdowns ... and 
more questions. 

Last year, Williams finally put it all together. He played in 
all 13 games and rushed for 1,307 yards and 17 touchdowns, 
even though he was sharing the ball with Ronnie Brown in an 
offense that never learned to pass with consistency. 

“| think | proved that I’m not a one-dimensional back,” 
Williams said. “Get the tough yards. Make moves. Make guys 
miss. | also proved | can be durable, and that’s something | 
needed to prove.” 

With that accomplished, Williams said what is mostly left 
for him in his senior season is to “never get satisfied and stay 
humble.” 

That and to knock off LSU as the SEC West champion ... 
and keep going. 

“My time at Auburn has been great individually and team- 
wise, but I’m trying to help take this program to another level, to 
make us a top team and compete for the whole thing,” he said. 

From the time he arrived at Auburn, Williams has been 
more than a gifted runner. He’s seen as a leader. 

“The biggest thing with him is that he’s 200 pounds but he 
runs and plays like he’s 235,” said Auburn running backs coach 
Eddie Gran. “He can make you miss like a scatback, but he’s also 
got the power in the hole and the open field to run a guy over. 

“It’s rare when you see the pile going backwards with 
Carnell, and that’s pretty special. Plus he’s got great vision and 
all the other physical qualities that make up a great back.” 

Those qualities could have been (and often are) wasted on 
a player with less maturity and purpose. The intangibles have 
never been a problem for Williams. 

Gran pointed to Williams’ work ethic as the ticket to 
making him the player he has become — and to taking him 
beyond. 

“In this state, where football is so important and there’s so 
much hype, he came in from Day One and proved to everyone 
why he’s a great back — with his work and his character,” Gran 
said. “He never misses a meeting; he’s never late; he’s full 
speed from the first play to the last play, whether it’s practice, 
a scrimmage or a game. 

“He's a great example for our younger guys. ... 
phenomenal, especially in this day and age.” 

Entering his final season, Williams has rushed for 2,666 
yards and 33 touchdowns, scoring in 19 of his 29 games. 

When Gran and Williams met in the offseason to set goals 
for Williams’ final season at Auburn, they agreed that Williams 
needed to add muscle and bulk (up to 215 pounds), catch the 
ball more consistently (he has only 24 career receptions) and 
become a better blocker in pass protection. 

Then, Cadillac can shift into overdrive toward the NFL. 

“We're going to focus on the little things, but the rest of it I 
can’t teach him,” Gran said. “He’s already proven he’s a great 
running back.” 


Carnell Williams 


That's 


— Richard Scott 
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PLAYER 


RECEIVERS 


RATINGS 


ith a surge of frustration, Cal receiver Geoff 

McArthur took his arm to a windowpane in the late 

summer of 2001. It was no contest. The window 
won, leaving McArthur with a lacerated triceps muscle and an 
empty fall. 

The incident occurred after a season-opening loss to Illinois 
and forced McArthur to miss the remainder of the year. But the 
cause wasn’t really the Bears’ 27-point defeat; it was 
McArthur’s immaturity. 

In fact, McArthur’s academic problems, his tendency to 
loaf in practice, his inclination to put himself above the team, 
his inconsistent performance, his hesitancy to play through 
pain — it could all be traced to immaturity. 

McArthur looks back on those early years in Berkeley as if 
they belonged to someone else, so total is his metamorphosis. 
Now a fifth-year senior, he has become a locker room leader, a 
ferocious practice player, a joy to coach and a solid student. He 
majors in social welfare. 

“It's been a complete, overall change,” he said. “I started 
off downhill, but after a couple semesters | turned it around.” 

When maturity and talent collide, good things happen, and 


TOP WIDE RECEIVERS 
CLASS COLLEGE 

. Braylon Edwards Michigan 
. Mark Clayton : Oklahoma 
. Geoff McArthur : Cal 
. Craphonso Thorpe Florida State 
. Fred Gibson Georgia 
. Chris Henry West Virginia 
. Craig Bragg UCLA 
. J.R. Russell Louisville 
. Terrence Murphy Texas A&M 
. Josh Davis Marshall 

1. Santonio Holmes Ohio State 
. Skyler Green LSU 
. Demetrius Williams Oregon 
. Ryan Moore Miami 
. Derek Hagan Arizona State 
. Chad Owens Hawaii 
. Lance Moore Toledo 
. David Anderson Colorado State 
. Taylor Stubblefield Purdue 
. Paris Warren Utah 


TOP TIGHT ENDS 
CLASS 


RK NAME 


COLLEGE 
Virginia 
Nebraska 
Colorado State 
Tulsa 

Toledo 

Miami 
Michigan State 
Washington State 
Oregon 

USC 


Heath Miller 
Matt Herian 
Joel Dreessen 
Garrett Mills 
Andrew Clarke 
Kevin Everett 
Eric Knott 

Troy Bienemann 
Tim Day 

Alex Holmes 
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More Mature McArthur Feels 
No More Pane, No More Pain 


McArthur has reached 
that point. He was 
second in the country 
in receiving yards last 
season (115.7 per 
game), caught 85 
passes with 10 touchdowns, while establishing himself as one 
of the top receivers in college football. 

At 6-1, 200, McArthur is not overwhelming physically; 
he’s merely good size and speed. But he runs precise routes, 
gets out of breaks quickly and has terrific concentration. 

“I've been amazed by his ability to focus on the long ball 
when people are jumping in front of him,” Cal coach Jeff 
Tedford said. 

McArthur grew up in Los Angeles and was a second-tier 
recruit out of Palisades High School. He attracted tepid interest 
from USC and UCLA, but received offers from Cal and the 
Oregon schools. He was plagued by a thumb injury in his 
freshman season, yet managed to average 16.8 yards a catch. 

His second college season lasted one game. (He took a 
medical redshirt for the triceps injury.) 

Then Tedford replaced Tom Holmoe, and it did not take the 
new coach long to size up this injury-plagued receiver: talent- 
ed but immature, poor work ethic, poor practice habits, lack of 
accountability, unwilling to challenge himself. 

“| had never been challenged by any coach to look at 
myself in the mirror,” McArthur said. “He saw my practice 
habits and knew | wasn’t going to cut it. 

“So I've learned to max myself out, to keep going through 
bumps and bruises. I’ve treated the last few seasons like 
football is a 9-to-5 job ... and I’ve tried to get rid of all the 
excuses.” 

McArthur’s third season started well — 30 catches in five 
games — but was interrupted by a hamstring injury. He 
finished the season with only 36 catches. No matter. He had 
seen the effects of his newfound commitment. The foundation 
was laid for a breakthrough. 

It came in the first game of last season, when McArthur 
picked apart Kansas State’s defense for eight catches, 169 
yards and a touchdown. A few weeks later, he skewered Utah 
for eight receptions, then Illinois for 10. He kept pushing in 
practice. Nine catches against UCLA. His confidence soared. 

Six catches for 180 yards against Washington, then 16 
catches — 16! — against Stanford. 

If not for a freak practice injuny — a broken forearm caused 
by his arm hitting his knee in a non-contact situation — 
McArthur probably would have wasted Virginia Tech's sec- 
ondary in the Insight Bowl. 

Once his injury healed, McArthur attacked Cal’s off-season 
conditioning program like never before. 

What McArthur does better than anyone, is practice. 

“He sells out, and it’s contagious,” quarterback Aaron 
Rodgers said. 

“He runs all his routes 100 percent, and that allows us to 
get our timing down for the game. He’s an unbelievable 
practice player.” 


Geoff McArthur 


— Jon Wilner 
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RATINGS 


Talent and Temper Keep 
Incognito in the Spotlight 


Incognito to simply blend into the crowd. 

His work with the practice squad as a redshirt in 2001 
drew raves from the Huskers’ former coaching staff. He moved 
into the starting lineup in 2002, a noteworthy achievement on 
a traditionally powerful unit. 

Incognito quickly earned a reputation as a player who 
would give his all on every play ... and then some. Often it was 
too much. He drew several unsportsmanlike conduct penalties, 
and was ejected for fighting in a loss to Penn State. More than 
one opponent accused Incognito of spitting. 

Following that tumultuous redshirt freshman season, 
former Nebraska coach Frank Solich suspended Incognito for 
half of spring practice in 2003. Incognito received anger 
management counseling at the famed Menninger Clinic in 
Topeka, Kan. 

Those measures apparently got through to him, as he 
played like a demon before the whistle and acted like a choir 
boy after it for most of last season. His former line coach, 


| t’s never been easy for Nebraska offensive lineman Richie 
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CLASS 


Ben Wilkerson 
Greg Eslinger 


Vince Carter 


Richie Incognito 
Mike Degory 
David Castillo 


_ Donovan Raiola 


Scott Mruzkowski 
Matt Brock 
Kyle Schmitt 
TOP GUARDS 
CLASS 


_ David Baas 


C.J. Brooks 
Elton Brown 
Chris Myers 
Sam Mayes 
Dan Buenning 


‘Doug Buckles 


Adam Snyder 
Steve Subia 
Jeff Berk 


TOP TACKLES 
CLASS 


Alex Barron Sr. 
Jammal Brown Sr. 
Eric Winston Jr. 
Michael Munoz Sr. 
Rob Petitti Sr. 
Andrew Whitworth dr. 
Nick Kaczur Sr. 
Max Jean-Gilles dr. 
Claude Terrell Sr. 
Rian Melander Sr. 


COLLEGE 
LSU 
Minnesota 
Oklahoma 
Nebraska 
Florida 

Florida State 
Wisconsin 
Bowling Green 
Oregon State 
Maryland 


COLLEGE 


Michigan 
Maryland 

Virginia 

Miami 

Oklahoma State 
Wisconsin 

Ole Miss 

Oregon 

New Mexico State 
West Virginia 


COLLEGE 


Florida State 
Oklahoma 
Miami 
Tennessee 
Pittsburgh 
LSU 

Toledo 
Georgia 
New Mexico 
Minnesota 


Not rated due to injury: Wesley Britt, Alabama 
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Barney Cotton, said 
Incognito graded 
out 90 to 95 per- 
cent for Nebraska’s 
12 regular-season 
games. 

His on-field 
behavior earned even higher grades. 

“Richie conducted himself in a professional manner all 
year,” Cotton said before Nebraska's Alamo Bowl game against 
Michigan State. “There were some issues from the previous 
year, but he did a great job correcting them.” 

Incognito’s ability to control his aggressiveness seemed to 
slip a bit in the bowl game. Spartans’ linebacker Mike Labinjo 
accused Incognito of spitting on him. The Husker also got into 
a brief throwdown with defensive end Daryl Melvin in the 
second half of a 17-3 Nebraska victory. 

Incognito refused to say whether he spit at the Spartans, 
but did say he was on the receiving end of a lot of cheap shots. 

“I can't count how many,” he said. “That's just part of foot- 
ball. You've got to take them, and you've got to give them.” 

And you've got to roll with the punches. 

On his way to a standout career at tackle, Incognito has 
been switched to center. 

Nebraska's transformation to the West Coast offense 
requires a center who can make things happen. New coach Bill 
Callahan says the 6-3, 290-pound Incognito, an All-Big 12 pick 
last season at left tackle, is just the man to do that. 

“We made that move because of the success that’s needed 
at the position,” Callahan said. “If we can control the nose, if 
we can control the point, that allows us to do what we want to 
do in our zone game.” 

Incognito is the focal point of a revamped offensive line, 
which also returns starting guards Mike Erickson and Jake 
Anderson. 

“I love center,” Incognito said. “It’s a lot of fun. | really 
don't have to chase anybody around because they're right 
there for me to block.” 

Callahan, the former Oakland Raiders’ head coach, calls 
Incognito an incredible athlete who can play “anywhere across 
the board.” 

Then again, Incognito’s ability has never been questioned. 

It's all the other stuff that could become his undoing. 

Shortly after Callahan became head coach, Incognito was 
involved in an off-the-field incident in which he was charged 
with three counts of assault at an early-morning party. Incogni- 
to was scheduled to go to trial in late spring. 

Callahan said Incognito had been “disciplined within the 
organization” prior to the start of spring practice. He declined 
to say if Incognito would face additional discipline pending the 
outcome of the trial. 

Regardless, the new coach is counting on big things from 
Incognito in 2004. So are others, as Incognito was named to 
the national watch list for the Rimington Trophy, presented 
annually to the nation’s top center. 

Not a bad start to his career at a new position. 

— Steve Pivovar 


Richie Incognito 
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IN 1870, GEORGE GARVIN BROWN INTRODUCED 


AMERICA’S FIRST BOTTLED BOURBON®" 


GEORGE GARVIN BROWN’S 
Original Sample Case 
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DOUBLE 
GOLD MEDAL & 
BEST BOURBON 
OF SHOW 
OLD FORESTER® 100 PROOF 


2004 San Francisco 
World Spirits Competition 


GOLD MEDAL 
OLD FORESTER® 100 PROOF 
DOUBLE 
GOLD MEDAL 
OLD FORESTER 
BIRTHDAY BOURBON™ 
2003 San Francisco 
World Spirits Competition 


AMERICAN 
WHISKY OF 
THE YEAR 


OLD FORESTER 
BIRTHDAY BOURBON™ 
2003 WhiskyFest New York, 
hosted by Malt Advocate 


“THERE IS NOTHING BETTER” : 
; OLDFORESTER.COM 
Gpoge Grielprews Know Better. Drink REspoNsiBLy. 
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defensive end Marcus Spears already knows his preferred 

career path. 

“| would like an ESPN job,” said Spears, a mass communi- 
cations major with an emphasis in sports broadcasting. “Sit 
around on the panel with friends, and still get to be around the 
game and the atmosphere. Mingle with NFL players.” 

Sounds nice. 


| f his playing days suddenly ended tomorrow, LSU senior 


More to Accomplish at LSU Before 
Spears Takes a Stab at NFL, ESPN 
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But it can wait. 


For now — and well into the foreseeable future — Spears 
can bask in the knowledge that he’s an ESPN highlight waiting 


TOP DEFENSIVE ENDS 


David Pollack 
Marcus Spears 
Shaun Cody 

Matt Roth 

Dan Cody 

Eric Henderson 
Mathias Kiwanuka 
Adell Duckett 
Justin Tuck 


. Vincent Burns 

. Eric Moore 

. Chris Canty 

. Bill Swancutt 

. Loren Howard 

. Moe Thompson 

. Jonathan Jackson 
7. Mario Williams 

. Jovan Haye 

. Brady Poppinga 

. Trent Cole 


COLLEGE 


Georgia 

LSU 

USC 

lowa 
Oklahoma 
Georgia Tech 
Boston College 
Texas Tech 
Notre Dame 
Kentucky 
Florida State 
Virginia 
Oregon State 
Northwestern 
South Carolina 
Oklahoma 
N.C. State 
Vanderbilt 
BYU 
Cincinnati 


Not rated due to injury: Jason Kaufusi, Utah 


TOP DEFENSIVE TACKLES 


RK NAME 


. Anttaj Hawthorne 
. Dusty Dvorcek 

. Rod Wright 

. Orien Harris 

. Mike Patterson 

. Lorenzo Alexander 
. C.J. Mosley 

. Jonathan Lewis 
. Haloti Ngata 

. Anthony Bryant 
. Ray McDonald 

. Travis Johnson 

. Atiyyah Ellison 

. Jodie Clemons 

. Arrion Dixon 

. Darrell Reid 

. Kyle Williams 

. Garrett Mcintyre 
. Marcus Thomas 


. Babatunde Oshinowo 


COLLEGE 


Wisconsin 
Oklahoma 
Texas 

Miami 

USC 

Cal 

Missouri 
Virginia Tech 
Oregon 
Alabama 
Florida 
Florida State 
Missouri 
Indiana 
Arkansas 
Minnesota 
LSU 

Fresno State 
Florida 
Stanford 


to happen. 

He certainly got 
airtime in January with 
a 20-yard interception 
return for a touchdown 
that provided the 
winning points in LSU’s 21-14 Sugar Bowl victory over Okla- 
homa. That gave the Tigers the Bowl Championship Series 
national title. 

“| have fans coming up thanking me,” Spears said of the 
public’s reaction since his feat. “I’ve had some come up 
literally crying.” 

In a well-conceived zone blitz, Spears dropped back in 
Pass coverage early in the third quarter with the Tigers holding 
a 14-7 lead. What happened next allowed Spears to show off 
the immense skills that have made him such a versatile and 
valuable athlete. 

He plucked Oklahoma quarterback Jason White’s pass out 
of the air just like the tight end that Spears used to be. In 
racing to the end zone, the 6-4, 295-pound Spears displayed 
the quickness and agility that led him to contemplate also 
playing basketball at LSU. 

Spears arrived at LSU from Baton Rouge’s Southern Lab as 
one of the nation’s most-coveted tight ends. Coach Nick Saban 
quickly saw that Spears’ talent could be better utilized else- 
where, and Spears spent his freshman season playing defen- 
sive end, as well as tight end. By the start of his injury-plagued 
sophomore year, Spears had moved permanently to defense. 

“I made the decision to switch the same day Coach sug- 
gested it,” Spears said of his move to defense. “In my mind, | 
thought, ‘He’s been doing this a lot longer than | have. ... He 
knows how to make me more productive.’ ” 

It didn’t hurt that Saban also pointed out to Spears this 
little fact: Defensive ends make more money than tight ends 
upon entering the NFL. 

Spears, according to Saban, is “just starting to come into 
his own.” By the end of this season, Spears could well be a 
first-rounder, and his decision to stay would have been a wise 
one, indeed. 

“We're pleased and happy that Marcus is going to come back 
and be a leader on the team (and) leave a legacy,” Saban said. 

Spears will be part of a revamped defensive line that will 
be without Marquise Hill and consensus All-American tackle 
Chad Lavalais, who completed his eligibility last season. Junior 
tackle Kyle Williams is the line’s other returning starter. 

“Expectations are the worst thing to set for a team, 
because if something doesn’t go as planned, it can throw off 
everything,” Spears said. “We need to go into fall camp with 
good attitudes and get a lot accomplished. Play the best we 
can play, and hope that it’s good enough.” 

For all the attention that has come his way, and is sure to 
follow, Spears said, “I’m a down-to-earth kind of guy. ... | believe 
you have to stay humble in order to cope with success.” 

The depth of Spears’ humility surely is to be tested, 
though, as he embarks on the encore to what he called “a 
great way to cap off” a championship season. 

— Dave Moormann 


Marcus Spears 
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Why is everyone talking 
about Ben Burns? 


and why 1 ia need him on your side this season? “, f 
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It's official. Ben Burns is the #1 ranked football handicapper on the planet! 
Other handicappers make claims. Ben Burns lets his amazing documented 
results do the talking for him. If you are serious about WINNING this football 
season, then you owe it to yourself to contact Ben today. 


TOP 10 REASONS TO WIN WITH 
WORLD CHAMPION BEN BURNS IN 2004 


#10} AMAZING DOCUMENTED SUCCESS 
Highest ALLTIME Documented football record in Internet history. 


#9) TOTAL HONESTY. RELENTLESS DEDICATION 

No false claims. No fine print, "Ben Burns is the real deal!" 
#8) DON'T PAY A PENNY UNTIL AFTER YOU WIN! 

All Ben's daily football plays are 100% GUARANTEED 
#7 POWERFUL GAME REPORTS 


“Ben doesn't just give you the winners, he teaches you how to win at football forever a 
ae 


evra ID . #6} UNDISPUTED KING OF "TOTALS" 
li t | Ly is DOCUMENTED Over/Under record since 1999 is an 


incredible 84-41 (67.2%)! That's #1 at every major sports monitor! 


t THE 
DOCUMENTED 
FOOTBALL 
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CHAMPION #5 MASTER OF MONDAY AND THURSDAY NIGHTS 
Ben Burns has a sizzling lifetime record of 62% on nationally televised games. 
i #4] EARLY RELEASES 


Never be on the wrong side of a line move again! Ben Burns releases 
all plays a minimum of 24 hours before kickoff, usually even sooner. 
, #3] AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER BLOWOUTS 
Explode out of the gate this football season as you build your bankroll 
with Easy Winners from the NFL PreSeason and early season games. 
#2) NO HIDDEN CLUBS OR FEES 
ALL players, big or small, get the same plays that Ben Burns personally plays 
#1] BIG GAME (SUPERBOWL, COLLEGE BOWLS, GAME OF YEAR) F 
and "HALFTIME" SPECIALIST ; : 
Burns wins in the playoffs and bowls every year and is an incred 
his SuperBowl selections the last 7 years. Ben is also world rer 
“2nd Half" plays which come FREE for all members. Call now fo for 


THE 
DOCUMENTED 


FOOTBALL 
CHAMPION 


Hi hoe Benburns.com 


GAMEDAY Football Picks from a Documented Winner! 
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LINEBACKERS 


here was this cut on A.J. Hawk’s nose. 
Not that big of a deal, really, but as senior corner- 
back Dustin Fox describes, “It wouldn't heal if he kept on 
hitting, so they made him sit out.” 
Sit out for a few days while others were playing football? 
“I hate it any time | can’t be out there playing,” said Hawk, 
who last year made sure he made good on the time he was 
able to play. “You just don’t sit out for little injuries. It’s hard 
for me to watch anybody play football if | can’t be out there.” 
So, during those preseason workouts in 2003, Hawk would 
keep playing, even when he was supposed to be on the sideline. 
“He just about went crazy,” Fox related. “The only way 


TOP INSIDE LINEBACKERS 
CLASS COLLEGE 


Odell Thurman 
Leroy Hill 
Will Derting 
Lance Mitchell 
Kirk Morrison 
Abdul Hodge 
Channing Crowder 
Ahmad Brooks 
Kevin Simon 

. Barrett Ruud Nebraska 
1. James Kinney : Missouri 

. Lionel Turner : LSU 

. Lawrence Reid Michigan 

. Zac Woodfin UAB 

. D'Qwell Jackson Maryland 

. Spencer Havner UCLA 
'7. Rian Wallace Temple 

. Chris Moore East Carolina 
9. Matt Sinclair Illinois 

. Anthony Schlegel Ohio State 


TOP OUTSIDE LINEBACKERS 
CLASS COLLEGE 


Georgia 

Clemson 
Washington State 
Oklahoma 

San Diego State 
lowa 

Florida 

Virginia 
Tennessee 
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. Derrick Johnson 
. A.J. Hawk 
. Michael Boley 
. Matt Grootegoed 
. Pierre Woods 
. Chad Greenway 
. Pat Thomas 
. DeMeco Ryans 
. Kevin Burnett 
. Darryl Blackstock 
. A.J. Nicholson Florida State 
. Brian Atkinson ‘ Northern Illinois 
. Wendell Hunter Sr. Cal 
. Terna Nande Miami (Ohio) 
. Nick Reid Kansas 
. Andy Avalos Boise State 
. Roger Mcintosh Miami 
. Juwan Garth Alabama 
9. Jonathan Pollard Oregon State 
. Garnet Smith Texas 


Texas 
Ohio State 

- Southern Miss 
USC 
Michigan 
lowa 
N.C. State 
Alabama 
Tennessee 
Virginia 


Buckeyes’ Hawk Ready to Soar 
Even Higher when Injury Free 


they could do it was to 
hide his helmet so he 
wouldn’t sneak back 
out there. He was 
pretty mad when he 
couldn't find it.” 

With All-American linebacker Matt Wilhelm off to the NFL, 
many expected Ohio State’s defense to be more vulnerable on 
the ground than the rock-solid unit that headlined its 2002 
national championship season. 

Instead, Hawk stepped in as a first-year starter and gave 
OSU the same sort of dominant playmaker against the run. The 
Buckeyes allowed just 62.3 rushing yards per game, ranking 
second in the nation. 

He finished with a team-best 106 tackles, 10 of which 
came in OSU's Fiesta Bowl victory over Kansas State. That 
earned Hawk defensive MVP honors, and underscored how 
ready he is for even bigger things in 2004. 

“Whatever success | had was because of the defensive line 
in front of me,” Hawk said. “When you have guys like Will 
Smith, Darrion Scott and Tim Anderson up front, it makes life 
easy for a linebacker. | just had to play my game.” 

Hawk was a unanimous first-team All-Big Ten selection, 
earning the honor despite playing the last half of the season on 
a damaged right knee that after the Fiesta Bowl required 
surgery to remove loose cartilage. 

That procedure came as a surprise to OSU faithful, for 
Hawk never mentioned the injury or the limitations it caused. 

“I don’t think a lot of guys on the team even knew he was 
hurt,” Fox said. “He played so well and was always giving 100 
percent ... | can’t imagine how well he’s going to play this 
season when he’s completely healthy.” 

Hawk spent all spring imagining just that for his 2004 
junior season. 

As he rehabilitated the knee, every time the pads went on 
and the contact began, he was relegated to the sideline, left 
only to take mental repetitions in place of the physical contact 
he craved. 

“The first year you play college football, you're just trying 
to figure out what you should do,” Hawk said. “The next year, 
you start to learn what everyone around you is doing. What | 
tried to do in the spring when | couldn't take part in contact 
was to learn the scheme inside and out so | can be that much 
better in the fall.“ 

Just halfway into his career, Hawk has already exceeded 
the expectations most observers held for him when he signed 
in 2002 as part of a heralded linebacker class. 

+ Mike D'Andrea was the headliner at the position. 

+ Stan White Jr.'s father played linebacker at OSU 

- Bobby Carpenter's father, Rob, also had an NFL pedigree. 

- And then there was A.J. Hawk, for good measure. 

"| never got into Internet ratings and all the recruiting lists, 
so none of that stuff intimidated me,“ Hawk said. “I knew 
those other guys were more well-known than | was, but | 
wasn’t scared. | figured it would boil down to talent. If you had 
talent, you were going to play.” 


A.J. Hawk 


— Bruce Hooley 
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ornerback Antrel Rolle is considered the snappiest 

dresser on the University of Miami football team. His 

closet is filled with more than 50 pairs of shoes, as well 
as throwback jerseys and finely pressed shirts. 

“People tell me, ‘I saw your son’ and | said, ‘Where?’ and 
they said, ‘The mall,’ ” said Armelia Rolle, Antrel’s mother. “I 
know he’s a frequent shopper.” 

Any Armanis? “No, I’m not there, yet,” Antrel Rolle said. 

He could've been. Had Rolle left school a year early like 
teammates Kellen Winslow II, Sean Taylor and Vince Wilfork, he 
would have had a good chance of being drafted in the first round. 

After shutting down Pittsburgh wide receiver Larry Fitzger- 


With Shirts or Man Coverage, 
Rolle Can Press with the Best 
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TOP CORNERBACKS 


CLASS 


Antrel Rolle 

Corey Webster 
Marlin Jackson 
Darrent Williams 
Justin Miller 

Carlos Rogers 
Jimmy Williams 
Domonique Foxworth 
Adam Jones 


. Antuan Rogers 

. Brandon Browner 
. Eric King 

. Dustin Fox 

. Markus Curry 

. Travis Daniels 

. Derrick Johnson 
. Fabian Washington 
. Will Blackmon 

. Mark Walker 

. Alan Zemaitis 


TOP SAFETIES 
CLASS 


. Josh Bullocks 
. Jim Leonhard 
. Thomas Davis 


4. Donte Nicholson 


. James Butler 

. Jamaal Brimmer 

. Ernest Shazor 

. LaRon Landry 

. Jaxson Appel 

. Donnie McCleskey 
. Brodney Pool 

. Andre Maddox 

. Oshimogho Atogwe 
. Darnell Bing 

. Travis Johnson 

. J.J. Billingsley 


7. Junior Rosegreen 


. Muhammad Abdullah 


. Atari Bigby 


. Riccardo Stewart 


COLLEGE 


Miami 

LSU 

Michigan 
Oklahoma State 
Clemson 
Auburn 
Virginia Tech 
Maryland 

West Virginia 
Purdue 
Oregon State 
Wake Forest 
Ohio State 
Michigan 

LSU 
Washington 
Nebraska 
Boston College 
TCU 

Penn State 


COLLEGE 


Nebraska 
Wisconsin 
Georgia 
Oklahoma 
Georgia Tech 
UNLV 
Michigan 
LSU 

Texas A&M 
California 
Oklahoma 
N.C. State 
Stanford 
USC 

Ole Miss 
Colorado 
Auburn 
Kentucky 
South Florida 
Arizona State 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 


ald last season in a 
game that decided the 
Big East championship 
and Orange Bowl 
berth, Rolle’s NFL stock 
started rising. But after 
talking with his parents and sorting through his thoughts, Rolle 
decided to stay at Miami. He’s now the leader of a defensive 
unit that has sustained major losses but again looks to be the 
strength of the team. 

“I knew I was a good player and ready for the pros, no 
doubt about that,” Rolle said. “But there’s maybe a lot of little 
things | have to work on, like ball skills and breaking to the 
ball, little things that NFL scouts look at.” 

Coach Larry Coker said Rolle is valuable because of his 
versatility. Besides corner, he has played linebacker when the 
Hurricanes went to five DBs, and he occasionally played safety. 

“I love contact,” Rolle said. 

He also returned punts and had a 66-yard TD return 
against Louisiana Tech in the 2003 season opener. 

“Having him back there may be bigger than we realized,” 
Coker said. “Antrel is a guy who has a lot of confidence and can do 
a lot things — safety, nickel back, corner. He’s a special player.” 

Never was that shown more than in the Pitt game, when 
he regularly guarded Larry Fitzgerald one-on-one. Through 
three quarters, Fitzgerald had one catch for five yards. He did 
catch an 18-yard touchdown pass, but it was a late consolation 
TD in a 28-14 Miami victory. 

After that performance, scouts started praising Rolle and 
moving him up their draft boards. All the while, Armelia and 
Alexander Rolle Jr. had been doing their own homework. 

“We've followed the draft for over a decade from the first 
round to Mr. Irrelevant,” Armelia Rolle said with a chuckle. 
“That's because we have no life. 

“But the first round of the draft is so fickle and teams are so 
fickle, you almost have to know the psychological makeup of 
the team and the philosophy of the team. Some draft based on 
need, some on best available player, some on players who can 
sell tickets.” 

Armelia Rolle has become Mel Kiper with a dress and 
much better hair. Her research showed there were four to five 
cornerbacks who could be taken ahead of her son while the 
number of early entries made the draft deeper — and more 
likely that her son could slip to the second round. 

“| started calling out the names of solid players who could 
go in the first,” Armelia Rolle said. “Before | got to the four or 
five Miami players, | already was at 20 something. 

“IT explained some of these things to Antrel and it’s not 
that easy. Agents put things in your ears and it gets a little 
confusing. You're up against a lot of forces.” 

While he listened, Rolle also relied on his own feelings. 
During a break in the Orange Bowl, he sat on the training 
table, absorbed the atmosphere and tried to get a sense if this 
would be his last game. 

“Something in me told me to stick around one more year,” 
he said, “and get better at what I do.” 


Antrel Rolle 


— Craig Handel 
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ALL-PURPOSE 


ntonio Perkins set Oklahoma testing records with a 
4.31-second clocking in the 40-yard dash and a 
42-inch vertical jump. 

Even more impressive numbers might be 277 and 3. 

Those were the key figures on Sept. 20, 2003. 

Perkins remembers it well. So does UCLA. And so does the 
NCAA record book. 

“| felt that day | was unstoppable,” Perkins said. “My 
blockers gave their all, but I felt like they knew when I got the 
ball we could score the touchdown.” 

A consensus All-American as a return specialist, Perkins set 
NCAA records for touchdown returns in one game (three) and 
punt-return yards in a game (277) with his captivating show 
against UCLA at Owen Field in Norman. 

“It was a special day,” Sooners coach Bob Stoops said. 
“Boy, it was something to see.” 

After that day, opposing punters got a consistent case of 
the shanks, fearing Perkins more than ever. 

“It’s easier said than done, not to punt to him,” Stoops 


TOP KICKERS 
RK NAME CLASS 


Jonathan Nichols Sr. 
Mike Nugent Sr. 
Nick Novak Sr. 
Jon Peattie So. 
David Rayner Sr. 
Connor Hughes Jr. 
Ben Jones Jr. 
Rhys Lloyd Sr. 
Trey DiCarlo Jr. 
Nick Hayes Sr. 


TOP PUNTERS 
CLASS 


Tom Malone Jr. 

Dustin Colquitt Sr. 
Matt Prater Jr. 

Brandon Fields So. 
Kyle Basler Jr. 

Adam Podlesh So. 
Adam Anderson Sr. 
Cody Ridgeway 

Ryan Plackemeier Jr. 


COLLEGE 
Ole Miss 
Ohio State 
Maryland 
Miami 
Michigan State 
Virginia 
Purdue 
Minnesota 
Oklahoma 
UAB 
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COLLEGE 
USC 
Tennessee 
UCF 
Michigan State 
Washington State 
Maryland 
Western Michigan 
Ole Miss 
Jr Wake Forest 
Joel Stelly Sr. Louisiana-Monroe 


TOP ALL-PURPOSE 
CLASS COLLEGE 


Oklahoma 
Memphis 
USC 
Michigan 
Texas A&M 
Miami 
Arkansas 
Kansas 
Washington 
Utah 


Ur 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
Ss 
8. 
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Antonio Perkins 
DeAngelo Williams 
Reggie Bush 
Steve Breaston 
Terrence Murphy 
Roscoe Parrish 
Matt Jones 
Charles Gordon 
Charles Frederick 
Morgan Scalley 
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In Oklahoma, Look for Reruns 
of the ‘Antonio Perkins Show’ 


said. “You start aiming 
for the sidelines, you 
can end up with some 
20- and 30-yard 
punts.” 

Ask Perkins about 
his elusive gift, and he’ll smile and shrug. 

“A lot of it is natural instincts,” is about as much as he'll 
expound. 

Stoops said Perkins “has incredible explosiveness with his 
ability to jump into a hole and take off. His knack for setting up 
returns, for seeing holes as they develop and his ability to 
outrun people once he gets to the edge is something you 
don’t often see.” 

The kid who averaged 20.5 yards returning punts at 
Lawton (Okla.) High School hasn't slowed much in college. 

The 6-0, 188-pound Perkins owns the school record for 
career punt return yards (1,285) and is one return shy of tying 
the NCAA career record of eight punt returns for touchdowns, 
held by former Texas Tech player Wes Welker. 

Special teams coach Bobby Jack Wright admitted that the 
end result is sometimes simply a matter of allowing Perkins to 
be Perkins. 

“You don't want to over-coach anybody like that,” Wright 
said. “He does have a great natural knack for catching the ball, 
finding an opening and having immediate acceleration. His 
pure, outright speed is hard to catch.” 

Perkins’ first return against the Bruins will go down in OU 
folklore, which includes some pretty heady company in Joe 
Washington, “Indian” Jack Jacobs, Jarrail Jackson and J.T. Thatcher. 

The return was set up to go left. Perkins started by taking a 
few steps to the right to lure tacklers. 

“| got nervous for a second. | used my instincts and spun 
out of it,” said Perkins, who changed direction with a pirouette 
move, dashed down the left sideline, then easily discarded the 
punter for a 74-yard touchdown. 

“When he started it, I started to yell because we had called 
the return the other way,” Stoops said. “But he was just setting 
it up. | thought for a second he didn’t get the call, but there he 
goes shooting down the left side.” 

Perkins’ second touchdown return went for 84 yards ... and 
the Sooners weren't even set up for a return because they 
feared a fake punt. 

The third return was set up for the right sideline. Perkins 
got there quickly and scored untouched from 65 yards without 
ever kicking into high gear. 

“I wasn’t thinking | was going to take it for a touchdown,” 
Perkins said. “My blockers, they got greedy. They wanted more.” 

The Sooners’ defense, routinely one of the best in the 
country, helps Perkins’ cause by constantly forcing opponents 
to punt. Perkins led the country with 53 returns last season. 

And that’s not all he does. Perkins is a member of that 
standout defense, starting 21 of his 36 career games at corner- 
back, including every game last season. He has 10 career 
interceptions (returning one for touchdown) and 92 tackles. 

It’s as Perkins sometimes says: “I’m a dangerous man.” 

— John Rohde 
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Key players: QB Matt Leinart, RB Hershel Dennis, RB LenDale White, 
RB Reggie Bush 

The Trojans have the whole enchilada. Leinart, a junior, is a cool-under-fire 
quarterback who in a few short months last season transformed his image from 
“Who's he?” into a Heisman candidate. Each of the three running backs have 
monster ratings, but will ball-share again, costing them individual glory, but 
boosting the chance for another national championship ring (don’t worry, fellas, 
the NFL will still love you). 

Basically, all the key parts are back from an explosive offense that passed for 
296 yards and ran for 156 per game last season. Look for the running backs to be 
an even bigger part of the passing game (particularly Bush), given SC’s youth at 
wideout. 


2. Texas 

Key players: OB Vince Young, QB Chance Mock, RB Cedric Benson 

The Longhorns have the most depth at quarterback in the Big 12, with the big 
issue being the balancing act between the running of Young and the passing of 
Mock. No such confusion at tailback, where Benson is poised to become a four- 
time 1,000-yard rusher. If he runs with the authority he did late last season, he'll 
push toward 2,000. 


3. Georgia 

Key players: OB David Greene, QB D.J. Shockley, RB Kregg Lumpkin, 

RB Tony Milton, RB Michael Cooper 

Depth everywhere, but it’s the first-string talent that can make the Bulldogs 
special. Greene is looking to return to his 2002 SEC Offensive Player of the Year 
form (a more mature offensive line can make that happen) and sophomore 
Lumpkin can be one of the SEC’s best rushers. 


4. Oklahoma 

Key players: OB Jason White, RB Kejuan Jones, RB Adrian Peterson 

Big bonus points for having a Heisman winner ... perhaps even more bonus 
points for a Heisman winner with something to prove. White qualifies for that after 
a late-season flameout. The running game? Coach Bob Stoops addressed that 
through recruiting, bringing in Peterson, the nation’s No. 1 recruit, according to 
Rivals.com. 


5. Florida 

Key players: OB Chris Leak, RB Ciatrick Fason, RB DeShawn Wynn 

Football junkie Leak (he’s the equivalent of a basketball gym rat) will do wonders 
in his sophomore season, knowing he’s The Man from day one. RBs Fason and 
Wynn combined for 1,123 yards last season, and that number figures to rise 
dramatically this season. 


6. Florida State 

Key players: QB Chris Rix, RB Leon Washington, RB Lorenzo Booker 

Rix has struggled with the mental part of the game at times, but is a physically 
gifted quarterback with all the experience necessary to make the right throws. 


7. Louisville 
Key players: OB Stefan LeFors, RB Eric Shelton, RB Lionel Gates 

LeFors follows in a nice quarterback tradition at Louisville, passing for 3,145 
yards last season, and is keeping the chair warm for touted true freshman Brian 
Brohm, who could slide into the backup role this season. Shelton (a transfer from 
Florida State) and Gates combined for 1,607 yards last season. 


The backfield will be younger, fresher and quicker after losing bruiser Greg Jones. 


Key players: OB Jason Campbell, RB Carnell Williams, RB Ronnie Brown 
Most teams would trade for this backfield combination, and then put Campbell on 
waivers. Those two potential first-round tailbacks will help Campbell settle down 
as a senior, with his fourth coordinator in as many years. 


9. TCU 

Key players: OB Brandon Hassell, QB Tye Gunn, RB Robert Merrill, 

RB Lonta Hobbs 

Frogs know they can safely switch up any of the combinations. The quarterbacks 
are proven winners, and the running backs can have — and have had — 1,000- 
yard seasons. 


10. LSU 

Key players: OB Marcus Randall, QB JaMarcus Russell, RB Justin Vincent, 
RB Joseph Addai, RB Alley Broussard, RB Shyrone Carey 

Amazing depth at tailback — and the headline talent of Vincent - makes LSU the 
only team among the top 10 backfields with a new starting quarterback. Randall 
and/or Russell should be able to hold down the fort. 
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Reggie Bush might not have the opportunity to post 
magnificent numbers, but combined with the Trojans 
other offensive weapons, he’s a big reason USC 
could win the national title. 


1. Michigan 
Key players: Braylon Edwards, Jason Avant, Steve Breaston 
Edwards made the wise decision to stay in school for his senior season, 
coming out in a year when he could be the first receiver selected. He caught 85 
passes for 1,138 yards and 14 touchdowns as a junior, and could own most of 
the significant Michigan school receiving records when he is done. The fact he 
has embraced his “senior leader” role makes him that much more valuable. 
Avant and the electrifying Breaston are excellent players, too — combining 
for 85 catches last season. They give new starting quarterback Matt Gutierrez 
Options galore. 


2. Oklahoma 

Key players: Mark Clayton, Brandon Jones, Will Peoples, Jejuan Rankins, 
Travis Wilson 

Clayton has already been a finalist for the Biletnikoff Award, and is the co-favorite 
with Michigan's Braylon Edwards to win it this season. This wide variety of 
talents helped Jason White win the Heisman last season, and everyone of note is 
back. 


3. Georgia 

Key players: Fred Gibson, Reggie Brown, Sean Bailey, Bryan McClendon 
Gibson is poised for a comeback season after a hamstring injury robbed him of 
his big-play abilities for much of '03. Brown has steadily become one of the most 
dependable WRs in the SEC, leading the team with 49 receptions last season. 


4. Cal 

Key players: Geoff McArthur, Jonathan Makonnen, Burl Toler 

The most overlooked top-shelf WR in the nation last season was McArthur, who 
caught 85 passes for 1,504 yards and 10 touchdowns ... and couldn't even get 
first-team All-Pac-10 honors. Makonnen, the team’s leading receiver in 2002, 
rejoins the lineup after a medical redshirt in ‘03. 


1. Oklahoma 
Key players: OT Jammal Brown, C Vince Carter, OT Wes Sims 

Every starter is back from the group that played for the national title. And it’s 
Not just that these guys are returning starters; most of the guys are multiple-year 
starters. Some have all-conference next to their name ... and Brown can be 
defined by All-American. Or future first-round pick. 

Together, the five starters, which include guards Kelvin Chaisson and Davin 
Joseph, have 133 career starts. They didn’t always keep QB Jason White upright 


near the end of the season, which should just be more motivation for 2004. 


2. Minnesota 

Key players: C Greg Eslinger, OT Rian Meelander, OG Mark Setterstrom 
Gophers have a super combination of running backs, quality blockers and the will 
to run. Eslinger, a junior, is a top candidate for the Rimington Award for centers, 
while Meelander and Setterstrom are aiming for all-conference honors. 


3. Florida State 

Key players: OT Alex Barron, C David Castillo, OT Ray Willis 

The starting group returns intact, which should help QB Chris Rix find his 
comfort zone, The NFL loves dominating tackles who can handle the position for 
15 seasons — Barron might be one of those. 


4. LSU 

Key players: C Ben Wilkerson, OT Andrew Whitworth, OG Nate Livings 
Shoved around the big fellas from the SEC last season and helped LSU have a 
powerful ground game, averaging 185.7 yards a game, second-best in the 


league. Wilkerson and Whitworth have All-America talent; Livings close behind. 


5. Texas 
Key players: OT Jonathan Scott, C Jason Glynn 
A veteran unit that can build on last season’s success running the ball in the 


5. Purdue 

Key players: Taylor Stubblefield, Kyle Ingraham, Ray Williams, 

Bruce Gordon, Dorien Bryant 

Stubblefield doesn’t make the big gains, but the senior could end up as the 
NCAA's career leading receiver by the end of the season. Ingraham, 6-9, is an 
easy target. Recruits Gordon and Bryant could make a big difference. 


6. LSU 

Key players: Skyler Green, Dwayne Bowe, Craig Davis, Early Doucet 

After the loss of Michael Clayton and Devery Henderson, coach Nick Saban 
reloaded with the nation’s finest group of WR recruits. An immediate star or two 
should emerge from the trio of Doucet, Xavier Carter and Lavelle Hawkins. 


7. Miami 

Key players: Ryan Moore, Roscoe Parrish 

Moore's solid freshman season hinted at greatness. Parrish and others from the 
under-6-foot crowd, including Devin Hester and Sinorice Moss, are slippery run- 
after-the-catch guys. A never-ending supply of elite tight ends will help. 


8. Florida State 

Key players: Craphonso Thorpe, Dominic Robinson, Chauncey Stovall, 
Chris Davis 

For his three-year career, Thorpe has averaged 20 yards a reception. Davis, 
a sophomore, draws comparisons to Peter Warrick. 


9. Kansas 
Key players: Charles Gordon, Mark Simmons, Brandon Rideau 
The Jayhawks’ top trio combined for 2,215 yards and 18 scores last season. 


10. Clemson 
Key players: Airese Curry, Chansi Stuckey, Curtis Baham, Kelvin Grant 
Would have been ranked higher if not for the early departure of Derrick Hamilton. 


second half of the season. Never short on line talent, the Longhorns also have 
returning starters in junior guard Will Allen and sophomore tackle Jastin Blalock. 


6. Michigan 

Key player: 0G David Baas 

Just what you would expect: A big, strong line that has enough experience to 
prop the offense on its shoulders. OT Tony Pape and center Dave Pearson are 
gone, but junior Mark Bihl will be more than fine in the middle as Baas becomes 
the anchor. 


7. Tennessee 

Key players: OT Michael Munoz, C Jason Respert, OT Albert Toeaina 

Munoz has allowed just half a sack in the past two regular seasons, and is ready 
to become an All-American. Respert is moving to center this season, and the 
massive Toeaina is a key JC addition on the right side. 


8. Wisconsin 

Key players: 0G Dan Buenning, C Donovan Raiola 

Fits right into Barry Alvarez’s tradition of strong line play, and every starter 
returns to help senior RB Anthony Davis make a run at All-America honors. 


9. Miami 

Key players: OT Eric Winston, OG Chris Myers 

Winston is a freakish talent at tackle, a 310-pounder who runs in the 4.8-second 
range for 40 yards. The former tight end will be another Miami first-rounder. 


10. Virginia 

Key players: 0G Elton Brown, OT D’Brickashaw Ferguson 

Brown is an All-America candidate; Ferguson, light for a major-college tackle at 
only 265 pounds, has started 27 consecutive games. 
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RANKINGS 


DEFENSE 


TOP 10 


1. Oklahoma 
Key players: DE Dan Cody, DT Dusty Dvoracek, DE Jonathan Jackson 

So much talent, it’s hard to know where to spread all the accolades, although 
there will be more to go around with DT Tommie Harris off to the NFL. That will 
allow Dvoracek, in particular, to show his stuff. Just like Harris, he fought through 
his share of double teams last season, making seven sacks and 16 tackles for 
loss. 


Lynn McGruder, who began his career at Tennessee, steps into Harris’ 
starting spot and brings plenty of experience. Remi Ayodele, a 300-pound junior 
college transfer, will be asked to provide immediate quality depth while young- 
sters develop. 

Coming off a 10-sack season, Cody is in line for All-America honors. It will 
be difficult to stop OU's one-two speed combination at end. All four starters 
are seniors. 


With players like Jonathan Jackson, left, and Dusty 
Dvoracek, the Sooners will again be one of the 
favorites to play for the national championship. 


DEFENSIVE LINES 


2. USC 

Key players: DE Shaun Cody, DT Mike Patterson, DT Manuel Wright 

Cody looked good in a switch to end in the spring, opening the door for Wright, a 
talented, slimmed-down sophomore, to become a starter. Like other tackles, 
Patterson is nicknamed “Baby Sapp” and he creates as much commotion in the 
backfield as any middle man in the country. DE Frostee Rucker was suffering from 
torn toe ligaments, making his status iffy, but Pete Carroll loves playing true 
freshmen and Jeff Schweiger, among others, will get a chance. 


3. Georgia 

Key players: DE David Pollack, DE Will Thompson 

Pollack’s motor never stops and a lighter playing weight should have him 
catching quarterbacks at a higher rate. Thompson is back after missing a season 
due to injury. Kedric Golston and Gerald Anderson are 300-pound pluggers. 


4. Missouri 

Key players: DT C.J. Mosley, DT Atiyyah Ellison 

Missouri's defense is getting tougher and better under coach Gary Pinkel, and the 
proof is right in the middle of the line. Mosley and Ellison combined for 133 
tackles last season, including 28 for loss and 10 sacks. 


5. LSU 

Key players: DE Marcus Spears, DT Kyle Williams 

Spears and Williams both finished with a flurry in 2003, and excellent recruiting 
makes the losses of DT Chad Lavalais and DE Marquise Hill, while significant, 
much easier to absorb. 


6. Miami 

Key players: DT Orien Harris, DE Baraka Atkins 

With all the first-round talent on hand, the Hurricanes’ leading sack man last 
season was walk-on end Javon Nanton, who had eight. Ends Thomas Carroll and 
Atkins each had five last season. Harris was a monstrous force in the spring. 


7. Florida State 

Key players: DE Eric Moore, DT Travis Johnson 

Moore is the only returning starter on the defensive front, but he’s one in the 
tradition of great FSU ends and should improve on his 12 tackles for loss last 
season. Johnson has played enough to be considered a potential force. 


8. Texas 

Key player: DT Rodrique Wright 

Two key players from last season are gone — Kalen Thornton and Marcus Tubbs — 
although plenty of returnees have starting experience. Wright has 12 sacks and 
five forced fumbles in two seasons. 


9. Wisconsin 

Key player: DT Anttaj Hawthorne 

Hawthorne's skills could land him high in the 2005 NFL draft. Every starter 
returns. 


10. Oregon 

Key players: DT Haloti Ngata, DE Devan Long 

Ngata returns from a knee injury to join forces with Long (11.5 sacks In 2003) 
and DT Robby Valenzuela. 


1. lowa 
Key players: Abdul Hodge, Chad Greenway 

There should be an interesting season-long discussion as to which team 
has the best set of linebackers in the Big Ten ... lowa or Ohio State? Who knows 
how the debate will end, but a good starting place is with Hawkeye juniors Hodge 
and Greenway. 

They have opposite backgrounds — Hodge was tested on the competitive 
high school fields of south Florida; Hodge played eight-man football in South 
Dakota — but almost always end up in the same place ... around whoever is 
carrying the ball against lowa. 

Hodge led the Big Ten in tackles last season with 141, and Greenway was 
the next closest, with 132. 


2. Ohio State 

Key players: A.J. Hawk, Anthony Schlegel 

No other team in the country can say what Ohio State can; the Buckeyes have 
players who have led three different teams in tackling — Hawk with the Bucks, 
and transfers Schlegel (Air Force) and John Kerr (Indiana) at their old schools. 


Juniors Bobby Carpenter and Mike D'Andrea help make this corps strong and deep. 


3. Virginia 

Key players: Ahmad Brooks, Kai Parham, Darryl Blackstock 

Just the raw numbers from this trio can blow you away: 291 tackles last season, 
31.1 for loss, 11 sacks and 46 quarterback hurries. Should only be better with 
experience, and none is yet a senior. 


4. Texas 

Key player: Derrick Johnson 

When Johnson is not spending time in the backfield (46 career tackles for loss), 
he is creating havoc in pass coverage (eight interceptions). With all that speed and 
athleticism, look for him to spend more time rushing off the edge this season. 


1. LSU 
Players to watch: CB Corey Webster, CB Travis Daniels, FS LaRon Landry 


Jack Hunt is the only starting defensive back gone from last year’s unit that 
flummoxed Oklahoma’s Jason White in the Sugar Bowl. 

Senior cornerbacks the quality of Webster and Daniels are like gold, especially 
when the Tigers go up against the SEC’s projected top team — Georgia, with 
veteran quarterback David Greene. Webster picked off seven passes last season. 

Adding Landry to the lineup during the season made the pieces fall into place, 
with Daniels able to move to corner. Getting the jigsaw correct from the start will 
make this year’s unit that much tougher. 


2. Nebraska 

Key players: FS Josh Bullocks, CB Fabian Washington 

The strongest part of last season’s outstanding Blackshirts defense brings back 
three starters. After a season with 10 interceptions, Bullocks is aiming for back- 
to-back All-America honors. Washington is a three-year starter. Nebraska 


intercepted 32 passes last season, eight more than any other team in the nation. 


3. Oklahoma 

Key players: S Donte Washington, S$ Brodney Pool, CB Antonio Perkins 

Even in a scheme that often uses five defensive backs, the Sooners still seem to 
have an excess of quality. Trying to replace Derrick Strait, OU can't go wrong with 
either Eric Bassey or JC transfer Chijioke Onyenegecha. 


4. Michigan 

Key players: CB Marlin Jackson, S Ernest Shazor, CB Markus Curry 

The moment Jackson moved back to corner from safety, he became an All- 
America candidate. He and Curry form one of the top cover combos in the nation, 
and Shazor is a big safety (6-4) who has experience and NFL skills. 


5. Clemson 
Key players: CB Justin Miller, CB Tye Hill 


5. Michigan 

Key players: Pierre Woods, Lawrence Reid 

The Wolverines aren't ready to concede the title of Big Ten’s best linebackers to 
lowa and Ohio State. Woods had seven sacks and 14 tackles for loss last season; 
Reid led the team with 82 tackles. 


6. Tennessee 

Key players: Kevin Simon, Kevin Burnett 

The Kevins should be the best combination in the league. Burnett wasn’t quite 
himself last season after knee surgery, but was fully revved this spring. Simon, 
who had 115 tackles last season, is moving inside. 


7. Alabama 

Key players: DeMeco Ryans, Freddie Roach, Juwan Garth 

Better depth this season will make this unit more productive. Ryans is the 
leading returning tackler (126). Garth and inside linebacker Cornelius Wortham 
help solidify the rotation. 


8. USC 

Key players: Matt Grootegoed, Lofa Tatupu 

Grootegoed was limited by injuries last season, although the USC defense didn't 
seem to miss a beat. That speaks to depth, which just got, uh, deeper with the 
addition of freshmen Keith Rivers and Eugene Germany. 


9. Kansas 

Key players: Gabe Toomey, Nick Reid, Banks Floodman 

The trio combined for 347 tackles last season, helping spark Kansas’ step up the 
Big 12 ladder. 


10. Oklahoma 
Key player: Lance Mitchell 
Mitchell returns from a medical redshirt season to make a run at the Butkus Award. 


Every starter is back from a unit that was one of the best in the ACC. Hill, a 
converted running back, teamed with the touted Miller to make the Tigers 
strong on both sides. Safety Jamaal Fudge earned honorable-mention all- 
conference honors. 


6. Oregon State 

Key players: CB Brandon Browner, $ Mitch Meeuwsen 

Browner is the kind of guy every defensive coordinator wants — he’s a 6-4 corner 
who is light on his feet. He was a terror last season as a redshirt freshman. 
Meeuwsen and CB Aric Williams, both seniors, are solid. 


7. Florida State 

Key players: CB Bryant McFadden, FS B.J. Ward, S Jerome Carter 

Perhaps not one true superstar — McFadden, perhaps? — but FSU has a glut of 
experience. Six seniors can be called upon to mix and match in a secondary that 
has three returning starters, and other guys who know how. 


8. Miami 

Key player: CB Antrel Rolle 

Rolle is at the top of the nation’s cornerback list, and rebuilding isn't likely to faze 
the rest of Miami's DBs. 


9. Texas 

Key players: FS Phillip Geiggar, SS Michael Huff 

Three starters return from unit that allowed 177 passing yards per game, ninth- 
best nationally. 


10. Penn State 

Key player: CB Alan Zemaitis 

Zemaitis leads a secondary that was third nationally with an average of 153.3 
passing yards allowed. 


BY ANTHONY GIMINO 


A future dentist, a molecular genetics major, a noodle-armed 
academic all-league guy, a JC transfer who originally signed with 
Weber State ... 

Of such quarterback recruits are national championships won 
these days. 

Winning quarterbacks have become players who are made, 
not born. Sure, everyone wants to find the next John Elway or 
Dan Marino or Terry Bradshaw or Joe Namath ... but the way col- 
lege football works in the 
new millennium, most 
coaches would settle for FEELING A DRAFT 
(even prefer?) a Matt 
Mauck or Craig Krenzel or 


After a getting a big fat BCS national championship ring, winning quarter- 
backs have had to wait a long time for the phone to ring on draft weekend. 


OF THE 


Baltimore Ravens won the 2001 title with what was called by 
some the greatest defense in history. New England has built a 
budding dynasty with mastermind Bill Belichick’s D, Tom Brady's 
recent heroics notwithstanding. 

The idea, increasingly, is to take the game out of the quarter- 
back’s hands, let the coach manage the game, and the defense 
win it. Check out Belichick’s good friend Nick Saban at LSU. The 
Tigers won half a championship last season with a smothering 
defensive line that pro- 
duced five sacks and a 
touchdown in the Sugar 
Bowl. 

In a way, defensive 


Ken Dorsey or Josh Year Player Team Draft linemen have become 
Heupel. 2003. = Matt Mauck LSU 2004: 7th round, #225 the Barry Sanders and Joe 
Get the picture? 2002 Craig Krenzel Ohio State 2004: 5th round, #148 Montanas of their age. 

Let Texas Tech and 2001 Ken Dorsey Miami 2002: 7th round, #241 Eight of the top 15 play- 
Hawaii and others rewrite 2000 Josh Heupel Oklahoma 2001: 6th round, #177 ers taken in the first 
all the NCAA passing 1999 Chris Weinke Florida State 2001: Ath round, #106 round of the 2003 draft 
records, the quarterback 1998 Tee Martin Tennessee 2000: Sth round, #163 were d-linemen. One 


message that has been 

sent all the way from the 

NFL is, “You don’t have to 

win the game for us, just don’t lose it.” 

That molecular genetics major was Ohio State's Krenzel, 
whose smarts translated to the field. Jim Tressel used him bril- 
liantly in 2002 to the point that Krenzel was his team’s leading 
rusher in the Fiesta Bowl when Miami ignored his feet. LSU's 
Matt Mauck made equally smart decisions last season, relying on 
a swarming defense for field position ... as a stopover on his way 
to dental school. 

“Smart” applies to the national championship quarterbacks in 
the BCS era much more accurately than “athletic” or “cannon- 
armed.” 

“You-know-what flows downhill,” Purdue coach Joe Tiller 
said. “If you look at the NFL today, the phenomenal ability and 
skill that defenses have limits what the offense is able to do.” 

When Trent Dilfer wins a Super Bowl and Jake Delhomme 
gets his team to the championship game, something is up. The 
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sack can wreck a posses- 

sion. Keep that pace up 

over the course of a sea- 
son and a whole game’s worth of possessions can be stopped. 

As usual, the trend has filtered down to college football. Four 
of the top 11 high school prospects in the country last season (as 
rated by Rivals.com) were defensive linemen. 

Why the sea change? 

Most of the answer lies on the other side of the ball. Offenses 
have evolved to the point that the best way to combat them 
comes down to this simple tenet: Stop the run with as few guys 
as possible. Do that and you have enough left over to cover the 
spread offenses that are all the rage. 

USC’s record-setting offense got a lot of attention last sea- 
son, but defense made the Trojans into a national player again. 
They finished No. 1 against the run largely because of “Wild 
Bunch II,” the defensive line that included one All-American 
(defensive end Kenechi Udeze) and three All-Pac 10 performers 
(Udeze, Shaun Cody and Mike Patterson). 
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Now that we've had six BCS title games — and seven national 
champions — some trends are clear. This falls somewhere south of 
scientific and rams right into common sense, but the two most 
important things in building a national champion are: 

1A. Stopping the run. 

1B. Have the quarterback not mess it up. 

The numbers to back it up: 

Of the seven national championship teams since 1998, five 


have allowed fewer than 100 rushing yards per game (good for 
top 10 defensive ratings). 

The worst mark of the group was Miami's very respectable 
132.7 — and the Hurricanes played much tougher than that ... 
isn't that right, Nebraska? The Huskers, who led the nation in rush- 
ing in 2001, were held to 200-plus rushing yards below their aver- 
age in the Rose Bowl wipeout to the 'Canes. 

Moreover, the starting defensive lines on those seven teams 
have produced 17 NFL draft picks, including eight first-rounders... 

* Tennessee’s Shaun Ellis 

* Florida State's Corey Simon and Jamal Reynolds 

* Miami's Jerome McDougle, William Joseph and Vince Wilfork 

* Ohio State’s Will Smith 

* USC's Kenechi Udeze 

... and Marcus Spears is coming next season from LSU, along 
with USC’s Shaun Cody and others. 

In contrast, none of the BCS-winning quarterbacks have yet to 
make an impact in the draft. Yes, USC's Matt Leinart figures to be 
the exception when he comes out, but even when he became the 
starter in Los Angeles, he was seen as potentially a caretaker for a 
player with a higher recruiting profile and more buzz. 

Leinart became a caretaker not just of the position, but of the 
offense. Of the team. 

You want a key stat for the quarterback? 

Add up the season stats of the championship quarterbacks and 
you get 167 touchdowns and 75 interceptions. That's a ratio of 
2.23-to-1. By comparison, last year’s national average was 1.44- 
to-1. 

In the face of great pressure, the smart guys read, react and 
don’t throw it to dudes wearing the other jerseys. As Texas defen- 
sive assistant Dick Tomey — a noted close-to-the-vest, win-it- 
with-defense head coach at Arizona and Hawaii — has said once 
or twice, “Sometimes a punt is a good thing.” 

From the coaches on the sideline to the eyes in the sky in the 
press box to the guy taking snaps, the elite level of football has 
increasingly become a controlled, thinking-man’s game. 

“People are so good at spreading the football and creating 
matchup (problems),” Oklahoma co-defensive coordinator Brent 
Venables said. “The quarterback camps are year-round. The 7-on-7 
camps are year round. There are offensive lineman camps. The skill 
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on offense is so much more enhanced than it was five or 10 years 
ago. Offenses are getting in the shotgun. 

“It's very difficult to get to the quarterback. A three-step drop 
and the ball is out of his hands. It’s a chess match.” 

Chess? We'll take the smart guy, thank you. 


— Dennis Dodd contributed to this story 


THE BCS MATCHUPS 


The Orange Bowl plays host to the national title game, 
which means its potential “anchor” teams — the ACC and Big 
East champs — are available for the other three big bowls. 

The big question will be who the Rose Bowl will choose to 
place into USC’s spot. Since we don’t expect any other 
Pac-10 teams to be eligible (Top 12 ranking) to face Michi- 
gan, the White Coats in Pasadena will have to decide if 
Texas, LSU, Miami, Florida State or West Virginia would 
make the biggest splash. 


ORANGE BOWL 
Tuesday, Jan. 4 ¢ 8 p.m. EST 
Miami, Fla. ¢ Pro Player Stadium 
BCS #1 vs. #2 
Lindy’s pick: USC vs. Oklahoma 


SUGAR BOWL 
Sunday, Jan. 2 * 8 p.m. EST 
New Orleans * Louisiana Superdome 
SEC champ vs. BCS at-large 
Lindy’s pick: Georgia vs. Florida State 


FIESTA BOWL 
Saturday, Jan. 1 ¢ 8:30 p.m. EST 
Tempe, Ariz. * Sun Devil Stadium 
Big 12 champ vs. BCS at-large 
Lindy’s pick: LSU vs. West Virginia 


ROSE BOWL 
Saturday, Jan. 1 ¢ 5 p.m. EST 
Pasadena, Calif. ¢ Rose Bowl 

Big Ten champ vs. Pac-10 champ 
Lindy’s pick: Michigan vs. Texas 


FIVE CAN'T MISS CONFERENCE GAMES 


NEW AND IMPROVED ACC 

The ACC, with the addition of Miami and Virginia Tech, 
just zoomed past every other conference. : 

In the past 23 seasons, nine national titles have been won 
or shared by teams currently in the ACC — Clemson (1981), 
Miami (1983, 1987, 1989, 1991, 2001), Georgia Tech (1990) 
and Florida State (1993, 1999). 

Sorry, SEC ... you’re more than half behind. 

Here’s how it breaks down: 

There have been four split titles in the past 23 seasons, 
yielding 27 champions. After the ACC’s nine, current members 
of the Big 12 have won six, the SEC and Big Ten four, the Pac- 
10 two, and one each for the Mountain West and Notre Dame. 

The ACC... it’s not just for hoops, anymore. 
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NEW (AND IMPROVED?) NEBRASKA 

Time will tell if Nebraska stumbled into something great 
with Bill Callahan and a historic shift of offense ... or just plain 
stumbled. After all, it’s not as if bringing in the West Coast 
offense was part of athletic director Steve Pederson’s plan 
when he sent the plane to pick up Arkansas coach Houston 
Nutt, who then declined the opportunity and stayed put. 


BACK-TO-BACK HEISMANS 

In a span of three weeks, Jason White won the 2003 Heis- 
man Trophy and then effectively lost the one for 2004. 

The Oklahoma quarterback convinced Heisman voters with 
40 touchdowns and only six interceptions through the regular 
season, then, hampered by nagging injuries, threw four inter- 
ceptions and no touchdowns in the final two games — losses 
in the Big 12 title game and the Sugar Bowl. Heisman voters, 
feeling burned, might not be so generous with their votes a 
second time, no matter White’s numbers. 

That will make it all that much harder to do what only Ohio 
State’s Archie Griffin has done — win the Heisman twice. 


SECOND-CHANCE COACHES 
Two intriguing moves were the hiring of Mike Price at 
UTEP and George O'Leary at Central Florida. Banished for 


1. Florida State at Miami, Sept. 6 — A Monday night game to open the season and Exhibit A as to why college football is the best: 


Every game matters. 


2. Oklahoma vs. Texas, Oct. 9, Dallas — Sooners have made this more lopsided lately than it has ever been in its long history. OU 


has won past four by a combined 177-54. 


3. LSU at Georgia, Oct. 2 — Forget Alabama-Auburn, Florida-Tennessee. These teams are at the top of their SEC divisions, and could 


meet twice this season, just like last year. 


4. Michigan at Ohio State, Nov. 20 — Should be winner-take-Rose Bowl once again. 
5. Florida vs. Georgia, Oct. 30, Jacksonville — If Georgia had beaten UF the past two years, would Ron Zook be fired by now? 
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embarrassing their former universities (excessive carousing, 
resume lying), they resurfaced on smaller dots on the college 
football landscape. It ain’t Alabama or Notre Dame, but 
they're back in the game. 


Something we dearly loved — an extra week of college 
football in each of the past two seasons — has been lost. 
Because of the way the calendar fell (12 Saturdays between 
Labor Day and Thanksgiving), the NCAA allowed a 12-game 
schedule in 2002 and 2003, and it was taken with a wink and 
a nod that this money-making move would continue regard- 
less of what the calendar said. 

Alas, that was not the case, and, unless there’s an inter- 
vention, we'll have to wait until 2008 when the calendar 
aligns properly again. 


Yeah ... we'll talk about it. Gripe about it. Call our local 
talk show host, write our local congressman. We will pray to 
our higher powers, in many cases Rockne, Bryant and Hayes, 
to please, please, please not let there be three undefeated 
teams at the end of the regular season. 

For now, there’s not much to do. Nothing will change this 
season. We watch. We worry. We wait. We hope for a No. 1 
vs. No. 2 game that we can all agree upon. 


These guys missed either all or most of last season due to injury, or 
had to sit out because of NCAA transfer rules. They hope to pick 


up where they left off, which, in some cases, means pursuit of a 
national title and All-America honors. 


1. Lance Mitchell, LB, Oklahoma — Back to full speed after 
knee injury. Could follow Teddy Lehman as Butkus winner. 

2. Haloti Ngata, DT, Oregon — 
Played only a quarter last year because of 
knee injury; helps replace two second-round 
draft picks. 

3. Frank Gore, RB, Miami — Two 
knee injuries in past two seasons; no contact 
in spring makes his comeback quest iffy. 

4. Anthony Schlegel, LB, Ohio State 
— Was an all-conference performer at Air 
Force; new starter in middle for Bucks. 

5. Will Thompson, DE, Georgia — 
Had an encouraging spring after missing all 
of 2003 season with injury. Will start at end 
opposite All-American David Pollack. 

6. Alex Holmes, TE, USC — Holmes, 
who missed ‘03 because of a bad back, 
gives USC three returning starters at TE, 
including Dominique Byrd (missed last sea- 
son because of knee) and Gregg Guenther. 
7. Tavares Gideon, WR, Memphis — Team’s leading 
receiver from 2002 rejoins the best offense you don’t know about. 
8. Montrell Jones, WR, Louisville — Was troubled at Ten- 
nessee before transfer; another weapon for high-scoring Cards. 
9. David Richard, LB, Missouri — Was Michigan State’s 
leading rusher in ‘02; now, he’s a potential starter at OLB. 

10. Kevin Arbet, CB, USC — Sixth-year senior has missed 
most of past two seasons with injuries; healthy return will be a big 
boost. 
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Frank Gore 
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FIVE CANT-MISS NON-CONFERENCE GAMES 


. Florida State at Florida, Nov. 20 — Last season’s game finished with a thrilling 38-34 FSU comeback and a post-game brawl. 
2. USC vs. Virginia Tech, Aug. 28, Landover, Md. — In an odd twist, USC will play in the first game of the college season and 


(so says us) the last. 


3. Navy vs. Notre Dame, Oct. 16, East Rutherford, N.J. — Honest! Irish have been living on borrowed time with 40-game win 


streak vs. Middies. ND has needed very late rallies to win four of the 
4. Louisville at Miami, Oct. 14 — The Cardinals ache for a game 


spired ‘Canes will see all season. 


pes seven meetings, nesses past two. 
ike this and will bring as much offense as the potentially unin- 


5. Notre Dame at USC, Nov. 27 — Season-ender for ND could mean a lot to Tyrone Willingham’s future, and for USC’s national 


title hopes. 
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WATT ON 


A fairly quiet year for coaching changes, with only four teams from BCS conferences making moves. 
Continuing a recent theme, more NFL coaches or assistants decided to go back to schoo! — Bill Callahan, George O'Leary, 


Sylvester Croom and Bobby Ross. 


Here’s a five-star rating of the coaching changes buzz: 


KKKK* 

Nebraska 

In: Bill Callahan 

Out: Frank Solich 

The hiring has it all. Storied program. 
Controversial search. Hurt feelings. An 
NFL coach. We can’t wait to see if it’s 
brilliant or a car wreck. 


Kk KK 

Arizona 

In: Mike Stoops 

Out: John Mackovic 

When an estimated 5,000 showed up 
for the spring game (memo to 
Tuscaloosa, Norman and Ann Arbor: 
that’s a lot for Tucson), it showed that 
fans already have embraced the person- 
able Stoops. Even his players seem to 
like him, although Macko set that bar 
pretty low. 


Mississippi State 

In: Sylvester Croom 

Out: Jackie Sherrill 

Historic hiring of first African-American 
head football coach in the SEC. Not a 
small thing, but mostly this is a solid 
hire of a guy who had paid his dues. 


kk 

UTEP 

In: Mike Price 

Out: Gary Nord 

Best guess: Price will be a model citizen 


and an even better coach in E! Paso. 
Another guess: He’s been advised 
against crossing the border to Juarez. 


Central Florida 

In: George O'Leary 

Out: Mike Kruczek 

King George will whip his Knights into 
shape and make them tougher. 


x 

Army 

In: Bobby Ross 

Out: Todd Berry 

Instant credibility will help a team that 
has won once in two seasons and lost 
15 inarow. 


Cincinnati 

In: Mark Dantonio 

Out: Rick Minter 

Ex-Ohio State defensive coordinator 
was tabbed as the guy to carry Bearcats 
into Big East in ‘05. 


Duke 

In: Ted Roof 

Out: Carl Franks 

Late-season work as interim earned the 
popular Roof a chance to run his own 
show. 


Nevada 
In: Chris Ault 
Out: Chris Tormey 


Athletic director Ault didn't like the 
direction, so he became Coach Ault for 
the third time. 


* 

Akron 

In: J.D. Brookhart 

Out: Lee Owens 

Brookhart will insert standout QB Charlie 
Frye into West Coast offense. 


Central Michigan 

In: Brian Kelly 

Out: Mike DeBord 

Kelly coached Grand Valley State Uni- 
versity to past two Division II national 
titles. 


Eastern Michigan 

In: Jeff Genyk 

Out: Jeff Woodruff 

Former Northwestern assistant brings in 
a spread offense. 


Idaho 

In: Nick Holt 

Out: Tom Cable 

Ex-USC assistant hopes to add winning 
attitude to Vandals. 


Kent State 

In: Doug Martin 

Out; Dean Pees 

Pees left in late February for a position 
with the New England Patriots. 


FIVE PEOPLE ON THE HOT SEAT 


1. Nebraska athletic director Steve Pederson — It was his rambling one-man coaching search that netted Bill Callahan and a 


whole new way of doing things in Lincoln. If it doesn’t work, it will be both of their heads. 


2. Notre Dame coach Tyrone Willingham — Alums writing critical letters to the school’s board of trustees, Willingham receiving 
threats ... and only seven wins in his past 17 games. 

3. Florida State quarterback Chris Rix — The most enigmatic player in the country. As physically skilled as any QB, but needs to 
win over teammates and win more big games; witness his 0-4 record against Miami. 

4. Alabama coach Mike Shula — Coming off a 4-9 season, Alabama is out of the NCAA jail and bow! eligible again. Not only 
does he have to live up to ghosts of Tide past, but he will look bad in comparison if Bama alum Sylvester Croom starts winning at 


Mississippi State. 
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BREAKOUT 
PLAYERS 


In a few short months, we're all going to become very familiar 
with guys we've barely even heard of before now. Here are five of 
those guys (freshman All-Americans or 2003 all-conference play- 
ers don’t make this list, we know about you): 

Orien Harris, DT, Miami — The junior started for most of last 
season, but Vince Wilfork got all the love. Was unblockable for most of 
the spring. Another future Miami first-round pick. Ho-hum. 

Kyle Ingraham, WR, Purdue — The prototype ... and then 
some. He's 6-9 and ready to roll as the Boilers get ready to air it 
out again this season. 

Kregg Lumpkin, RB, Georgia — Touted prep got a taste of 
big-time college football last season (523 yards), but can at least 
double that as a sophomore. 

Albert Means, DT, Memphis — He's hit the Trouble Trifecta so far — 
rectuiting scandal, academic issues and weight problems — but looks like 
he has a chance to finally become dominating as a senior. 

Ernie Sims, LB, Florida State — Sophomore moves into a 
starting job at OLB, where his athleticism will make him a premier 
playmaker for a younger, more dangerous defense. 


5. Steve Spurrier — C'mon, Stevie Ball- 
game ... where you going to be coach- 
ing in 20052 OK, maybe he’s not on the 
hot seat, per se, but he'll be a hot topic, 


and his presence on the figurative col- 
lege football sideline will make struggling 
coaches sweat. g 
3 

O 

Chris Rix © 


2004 


PHOTO BY JAMIE SQUIRE/GETTY 


It's been three years since a running back was taken higher 
than No. 16 overall in the draft. In the past two drafts alone, 
seven receivers and five quarterbacks have been selected in the 
top 16. 

Can the running back position make a comeback? 

Looks like the position is in good hands with the following 
sophomores. They have first-round talent and could be Alll- 
Americans this season if only they didn’t have to share the ball so 
dang much. 

1. Justin Vincent, LSU — MVP of the SEC title game, MVP 
of the Sugar Bowl. Sounds like he needs to get the ball 30 times a 
game, but with four other fine running backs around — the quin- 
tet combined for 2,439 yards last season — Vincent won't be 
asked to do it all, all the time. 

2. Reggie Bush, USC — The best third-string tailback in the 
country. Technically behind Hershel Dennis and LenDale White 
(another super sophomore), Bush will be the jack of all trades, 
and, well, probably master of them all. Running, receiving, return- 
ing ... nobody has as much zip in their giddy-up. The pros would 
have taken him high in April. 

3. Laurence Maroney, Minnesota — He and Marion Barber 
Ill each rushed for more than 1,000 yards last season. Maroney 
defers to Barber in seniority, but not in flash; Maroney averaged 
6.92 a carry last season. 


PASSING 
AND CATCHING 


Hawaii quarterback Timmy Chang begins the season needing 
2,218 yards to break the NCAA career passing record of 15,031 
held by Ty Detmer. At his usual rate, Chang will set the mark with 
half a season to spare. 

The NCAA receptions record could fall, too. Purdue senior 
Taylor Stubblefield needs 74 catches to surpass the 300 passes 
caught by former Louisville receiver Arnold Jackson. He’ll need 
most of the season to reach that mark. 


Tyrone Willingham 


THIRD 
TIME 


CHARM? 

When it comes to Notre Dame, the 
indication of coaching greatness is all 
about the third season. 

The five winningest coaches in 
Notre Dame history (only last names 
needed) — Rockne, Leahy, Parseghian, 
Devine and Holtz — combined for 
three unbeaten seasons and four 
national titles in their third years. 

Combined record from those sea- 
sons: 50-2-1. 

We bring this to your attention, of 
course, because Tyrone Willingham is 
about to embark on his third season in 
South Bend. 

Given his team’s 5-7 record last 
season and a killer schedule, it appears 
Willingham’s chances of achieving the 
third-year benchmark fall somewhere 
in the “it would take a miracle” range. 

And that would put Willingham 
more in the class of guys such as (first 
names needed): Terry Brennan, Joe 
Kuharich, Gerry Faust and Bob Davie. 
They were a combined 19-25 in their 
third seasons, and none stayed around 
‘ND more than five seasons. 
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CONFERENCE REALIGNMENT 


The first ripple of change arrives this season, a precursor to the tidal wave of 2005. 


The ACC started the movement by raiding the Big East for Miami and Virginia Tech for 
this season, with Boston College to come in 2005. That move begat the Big East invad- 
ing Conference USA, which begat looting of the MAC and WAC, which begat pillaging 
of the Sun Belt ... Along the way, there have been other splinters ... and there are more 
moves to come. Keeping score for this season, the Big East rushed UConn in from the 
independent ranks, which were further reduced (just Notre Dame and Navy remain) after 
Troy State joined the Sun Belt. With all this change a’coming, there are going to be hard 
feelings this season between the jilters and the jiltees. Here’s how to keep track of all the 


winners and losers: 


ACC 

The addition of Boston College in 2005 
will create two divisions and a lucrative 
conference championship game: 


2004 2005 
Clemson Division A 
Duke Boston College 
Florida State Clemson 
Georgia Tech Florida State 
Maryland Maryland 
Miami N.C. State 
North Carolina Wake Forest 
N.C. State Division B 
Virginia Duke 
Virginia Tech Georgia Tech 
Wake Forest Miami 

North Carolina 

Virginia 

Virginia Tech 


Big East 
Temple is being booted from the league 


after this season, and has yet to find a new 


conference home. With the addition of 
Cincinnati, Louisville and South Florida 
from Conference USA, the league will be 
back to its pre-2004 equilibrium of eight 
teams. 


2004 2005 
Boston College Cincinnati 
Pittsburgh Louisville 
Syracuse Pittsburgh 
Rutgers Rutgers 
Temple South Florida 
UConn Syracuse 
West Virginia UConn 

West Virginia 
CONFERENCE USA 


The biggest changes will occur here, with 
half the teams being new in 2005, the 


league growing to 12. Army will rejoin the 


independents after this season. TCU goes 


to the Mountain West. MAC heavyweight 


Marshall joins C-USA, and brings Central 


Florida with it. Rice, SMU, Tulsa and UTEP 
jump from the WAC into a more sensible 
geographic alignment. 


2004 2005 
Army Central Florida 
Cincinnati East Carolina 
East Carolina Houston 
Houston Marshall 
Louisville Memphis 
Memphis Rice 
South Florida SMU 
Southern Miss Southern Miss 
TCU Tulsa 
Tulane Tulane 
UAB UAB 

UTEP 
WAC 


In the it-all-flows-downhill world of confer- 
ence realignment, the WAC will add New 
Mexico State and Utah State from the Sun 
Belt to replenish its ranks and is likely to 
dip into that well again, as it was further 
ransacked with the defection of UTEP in 


late April. 

2004 2005 

Boise State Boise State 
Fresno State Fresno State 
Hawaii Hawaii 
Louisiana Tech Louisiana Tech 
Nevada Nevada 

Rice New Mexico State 
San Jose State San Jose State 
SMU Utah State 
UTEP 

Tulsa 

OTHERS 


Some changes are pretty simple. The 
Mountain West goes to nine teams with 
the addition of TCU. The Sun Belt loses 
New Mexico State and Utah State after the 
season, but is prepping Florida Atlantic 
and Florida International to join full time in 
2005. Stay tuned. 
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THE GULF FRONT BEAUTY WILL LEAVE ~~ 


YOU SPEECHLESS. 


CHOICE WORDS TO MIND. ~ 


TUCKED. AWAY IN GULF SHORES; ALABAMA, KIVA DUNES 
OFFERS 6,000 FEET OF PRIVATEsBEACHES‘ON THE GULF 
OF MEXICO AND MOBILE BAY. FIND YOUR OWN 


TAKE A RELAXING DIP IN THE AZURE SWIMMING POOLS. 
MINGLE AT THE CLUBHOUSE. OR INDULGE YOUR 


COMPETITIVE SPIRIT ON THE GOLF COURSE, RATED 
PRIVATE, GATED RETREAT IN OUR LUXURY CONDO- 


THE 58TH*BEST PUBLIC COURSE IN THE COUNTRY BY 


MINIUMS AND HOMESITES; AVAILABLE FOR SALE OR RENT. Go LF DIGEST. It’s AN EXPERIENCE BEYOND DESCRIPTION. 


FREE NIGHT SPECIALS 
ON STAYS*OF FOUR NIGHTS OR: MORE. FOR ADDITIONAL SPECIAL.GOLF 
PACKAGES AND LUXURY CONDO RENTALS, CALL TODAY. LIMITED AVAILABILITY. 


1.866.540.7100 
WWW.KIVADUNES.COM 


CALL 


AL MOSS 
SPORTS 
SERVICE 


FOR 
WINNING 
FOOTBALL 
SELECTIONS 


Honest 
Competent 
Knowledgeable 


We’ve been reasonably 
successful betting 
(and beating) college 
football over the years 
and are hoping for another 


good season. If you are 
thinking about using 
a football service this year, 
please call us before you 
decide. 


You must win (53%), 

or your subscription 

fee will be refunded 
entirely! 


Our Rates 
$65 Weekly 
$500 For the Season 


First week of the season 
free to new callers 
(other discount packages 
are available) 


Call 
AL MOSS 


(800) 711-8800 


After 9 a.m. 
_ (Pacific Time) 
For more information 
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Here's our annual look to the future ... 2004 college players with the brightest NFL futures 
heading into the 2005 NFL draft. (Last year, of our first 27 selections, 19 were drafted in the first 
round, four returned to college, three were second-round picks and one went in the fourth 


round.) 

No. Player Pos. 
1 Demick Johnson LB 
2. AnttajHawthome DT 
3. Antrel Rolle CB 
4. Camel! Williams RB 
5. Alex Barron OT 
6. — Marcus Spears DE 
7. DanCody DE 
8. Matt Leinart” OB 
9, BraylonEdwards WR 


10. CoreyWebster CB 
11. Thomas Davis* Ss 
12. Marlin Jackson CB 


13. Jammal Brown OT 
14. David Baas OG 
15. Shaun Cody DL 


16. Donte Nicholson S 


17. David Pollack DE 
18. Eric Winston* OT 
19. Mark Clayton WR 
90. Orien Hanis* DT 


21, Lance Mitchell LB 
22. Michael Munoz OT 
93. Andrew Walter QB 
24. Cedric Benson RB 
95. Mathias Kiwanuka* DE 


New Orleans Bowl 
Dec. 14,8 p.m. 
New Orleans (Superdome) 


Sun Belt #1 vs. C-USA 
Lindy’s pick: North Texas vs. UAB 


Tangerine Bowl 

Dec. 21, 7:30 p.m. 

Orlando (Citrus Bowl) 

ACC #4 or 5 vs. Big 12 #7 

Lindy’s pick: Virginia vs. Texas ARM 


GMAC Bowl 

Dec. 22, 8 p.m. 

Mobile, Ala. (Ladd-Peebles) 
C-USA #2 vs. MAC East champ 
Lindy’s pick: Marshall vs. So. Miss 


Team No. Player Pos. Team 
Texas 26. Fred Gibson WR Georgia 
Wisconsin 27. James Butler S Georgia Tech 
Miami 28. Darren Sproles RB Kansas State 
Aubum 29, Mike Patterson DT USC 
Florida State 30. Michael Boley LB — Southem Miss 
LSU 31. RodriqueWrght* DT Texas 
Oklahoma 32. CJ. Brooks OG Maryland 
USC 33. Andrew Whitworth* OT LSU 
Michigan 34. Heath Miller* TE ‘Virginia 
LSU 35. Ronnie Brown RB = Aubum 
Georgia 36. Rob Petitti OT Pittsburgh 
Michigan 37. Kyle Orton QB Purdue 
Oklahoma 38, Anthony Davis RB Wisconsin 
Michigan 39. Chris Henry* WR West Virginia 
USC 40. Kevin Bumett LB Tennessee 
Oklahoma 41. David Greene QB Georgia 
Georgia 42. Wesley Britt OT Alabama 
Miami 43. Jamaal Bimmer S UNLV 
Oklahoma 44. Walter Reyes RB Syracuse 
Miami 45. Carlos Rogers CB Aubum 
Oklahoma 46. Kirk Morison LB _—_ San Diego State 
Tennessee 47. Adell Duckett DE Texas Tech 
Arizona State 48. Ben Wilkerson Cc LSU 
Texas 49. Elton Brown OG Virginia 
Boston College 50. Matt Roth DE _lowa 
*Denotes junior 
Fort Worth Bowl Motor City Bowl 


Dec. 23, 6:30 p.m. 

Fort Worth, Texas 

(Amon G. Carter Stadium) 
C-USA #4 vs. Big 12 #8 
Lindy’s pick: Memphis vs. Tulsa 


Las Vegas Bowl 

Dec. 23, 9:30 p.m. 

Las Vegas (Sam Boyd Stadium) 
MWC #2 vs. Pac-10 #5 


Lindy’s pick: Washington State vs. 


San Diego State 


Hawaii 

Dec. 24, 2 p.m. 

Honolulu (Aloha Stadium) 
C-USA #3 vs. WAC 

Lindy’s pick: Louisville vs. Hawaii 


MPC Computers Bowl 

Dec. 27, 2 p.m. 

Boise, Idaho (Bronco Stadium) 
WAC vs. ACC #6 

Lindy’s pick: N.C. State vs. 
Boise State 


Dec. 27, 5:30 p.m. 

Detroit (Ford Field) 

MAC #1 or 2 vs. Big Ten #7 
Lindy’s pick: Toledo vs. Minnesota 


Independence Bowl 

Dec. 28, TBA 

Shreveport, La. 
(Independence Stadium) 
Big 12 #5 vs. SEC #6 or7 
Lindy’s pick: Texas Tech vs. 
Georgia Tech 


Insight Bowl 

Dec. 28, 9:30 p.m. 

Phoenix (Bank One Ballpark) 
Pac-10 #4 vs. Big East #2 or 3 
Lindy’s pick: Oregon vs. 
Notre Dame 


Alamo Bowl 

Dec. 29, 8 p.m. 

San Antonio (Alamodome) 
Big 12 #4 vs. Big Ten #4 
Lindy’s pick: Nebraska vs. 
Wisconsin 


2004 


TOP AWARD 


HEISMAN TROPHY 

Outstanding Player 

Downtown Athletic Club of New York 
. Matt Leinart, QB, USC 

. Jason White, QB, Oklahoma 

. David Greene, QB, Georgia 

. Brad Smith, QB, Missouri 

. Carnell Williams, RB, Auburn 
Darren Sproles, RB, Kansas State 
. Derrick Johnson, LB, Texas 

. Justin Vincent, RB, LSU 

. Braylon Edwards, WR, Michigan 
10. Cedric Benson, RB, Texas 

20083 winner: Jason White, QB, Oklahoma 


O©MINMOTHRWON= 


BRONKO NAGURSKI AWARD 
Outstanding Defensive Player 
Charlotte TD Club/FWAA 

. Derrick Johnson, LB, Texas 

. David Pollack, DE, Georgia 

. Antrel Rolle, CB, Miami 

. Anttaj Hawthorne, DT, Wisconsin 
. Leroy Hill, LB, Clemson 

. Shaun Cody, DL, USC 

. Odell Thurman, LB, Georgia 

. Marcus Spears, DE, LSU 

. Marlin Jackson, CB, Michigan 
10. Josh Bullocks, FS, Nebraska 
2003 winner: Derrick Strait, CB, Oklahoma 


OOANOORWNH — 


OUTLAND TROPHY 

Interior Lineman 

Football Writers Association of America 
1. Alex Barron, OT, Florida State 

2. David Baas, OG, Michigan 


S CANDIDATES 


3. Anttaj Hawthorne, DT Wisconsin 

4. Jammal Brown, OT, Oklahoma 

5. Michael Munoz, OT, Tennesee 

2003 winner: Robert Gallery, OT, lowa 


LOMBARDI AWARD 

Lineman/Linebacker 

Rotary Club of Houston 

1. David Pollack, DE, Georgia 

2. Derrick Johnson, LB, Texas 

3. Alex Barron, OT, Florida State 

4. David Baas, OG, Michigan 

5. Anttaj Hawthorne, DT Wisconsin 

2003 winner: Tommie Harris, DT, Oklahoma 


DAVEY O’BRIEN AWARD 
Quarterback 

Charitable Trust of Fort Worth 

1. Matt Leinart, USC 

2. Jason White, Oklahoma 

3. David Greene, Georgia 

4. Kyle Orton, Purdue 

5. Andrew Walter, Arizona State 
2003 winner: Jason White, Oklahoma 


DOAK WALKER AWARD 

Running Back 

GTE/SMU Athletic Forum, Dallas 

1. Carnell Williams, Auburn 

2. Darren Sproles, Kansas State 

3. Walter Reyes, Syracuse 

4. Cedric Benson, Texas 

5. Anthony Davis, Wisconsin 

2003 winner: Chris Perry, Michigan 


BILETNIKOFF AWARD 

Wide Receiver 

Quarterback Club of Tallahassee 

1. Braylon Edwards, Michigan 

2. Craphonso Thorpe, Florida State 

3. Mark Clayton, Oklahoma 

4. Fred Gibson, Georgia 

5. Geoff McArthur, Cal 

2003 winner: Larry Fitzgerald, Pittsburgh 


BUTKUS AWARD 

Linebacker 

Downtown Athletic Club of Orlando 

1. Derrick Johnson, Texas 

2. Odell Thurman, Georgia 

3. Lance Mitchell, Oklahoma 

4. Leroy Hill, Clemson 

5. Michael Boley, Southern Miss 

2003 winner: Teddy Lehman, Oklahoma 


THORPE AWARD 

Defensive Back 

Athletic Club of Oklahoma City 

1. Antrel Rolle, CB, Miami 

2. Corey Webster, CB, LSU 

2. Josh Bullocks, S, Nebraska 

4. Marlin Jackson, CB, Michigan 

5. Jim Leonhard, S, Wisconsin 

20083 winner: Derrick Strait, CB, Oklahoma 


Silicon Valley Classic Houston Bowl Peach Bowl Capital One Bowl 
Dec. 29, 11 p.m. Dec. 30, 3:30 p.m. Dec. 31, 7:30 p.m. Jan. 1, 1 p.m. 
San Jose, Calif. (Spartan Stadium) Houston (Reliant Park) Atlanta (Georgia Dome) Orlando (Florida Citrus Bowl) 
TBA Big 12 #5 or 6 vs. SEC ACC vs. SEC SEC #2 vs. Big Ten #2 
Lindy’s pick: Fresno St. vs. Va. Tech Lindy’s pick: Okla. State vs. Houston —_Lindy’s pick: Clemson vs. Florida Lindy’s pick: Tennessee vs. Ohio St. 
Emerald Bowl Music City Bowl Cotton Bowl Rose Bowl 
Dec. 30, 4:30 p.m. Dec. 31, Noon Jan. 1, 11 am. Jan. 1,5 p.m. 
San Francisco (SBC Park) Nashville (The Coliseum) Dallas (Cotton Bow!) Pasadena (Rose Bowl) 
MWC #3 vs. Pac-10 #6 SEC vs. Big Ten #6 Big 12 #2 vs. SEC #4 BCS 
Lindy’s pick: Arizona State vs. Lindy’s pick: Ole Miss vs. Purdue Lindy’s pick: Kansas St. vs.Alabama Lindy’s pick: Michigan vs. Texas 
New Mexico 
Liberty Bowl Outback Bowl Fiesta Bowl 
Continental Tire Bowl Dec. 31, 3:30 p.m. Jan. 1, 11 a.m. Jan. 1, 8:30 p.m. 
Dec. 30, | p.m. Memphis (Liberty Bowl) Tampa, Fla. (Raymond James) Tempe, Ariz. (Sun Devil Stadium) 
Charlotte (Ericsson) C-USA #1 vs. MWC #1 Big Ten #3 vs. SEC #3 BCS 
ACC #5 vs. Big East #3 or 4 Lindy’s pick: TCU vs. Utah Lindy’s pick: Auburn vs. lowa Lindy’s pick: LSU vs. West Virginia 
Lindy’s pick: Maryland vs. Pittsburgh 
Sun Bowl Gator Bowl Sugar Bowl 
Holiday Bowl Dec. 31, 2 p.m. Jan. 1, 12:30 p.m. Jan. 3, 8 p.m. 
Dec. 30, 8 p.m. EI Paso, Texas (Sun Bowl) Jacksonville, Fla. (Alltel Stadium) New Orleans (Superdome) 
San Diego (Qualcomm Stadium) Big Ten #5 vs. Pac-10 #3 ACC #2 vs, Big East #2 BCS 
Pac-10 #2 vs. Big 12 #3 Lindy’s pick: Oregon State Lindy’s pick: Miami vs. Lindy’s pick: Georgia vs. 
Lindy’s pick: Cal vs. Missouri vs. Penn State Boston College Florida State 


National Championship Game « Orange Bow! ¢ Jan. 4, 8 p.m. * Miami (Pro Player) * Lindy’s pick: USC vs. Oklahoma 


Bowl projections may differ from order of conference projections due to regional selctions and bowls avoiding rematches. All times ET. 
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A can a week; natural [ 


Michelle 
Looking like a champ... Michelle, a junior communications 


major, spent her summer in London before returning to 
cheer on the Trojans’ title defense. 


Striking Gold 
The Bears aren’t the only thing Golden in -—~ 


Berkeley, where Cal may be the Trojans’ top 
Pac-10 threat this season. 


Pony Express 
The Mustangs were 
winless a year ago on 
the field... but SMU had 
a lot of winners on 

the sidelines. 
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Janeen 
i 


The Hurricanes always deserve ~ 
a second look. To see more | 
of Janeen... just turn the page. 
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A junior from Dothan, Haley enjoys her job as an 
orthodontist’s assistant... and'will be all smiles if 


the Crimson Tide goes bowling. 


West Virginia... the Mountaineers 
are on the road to the top of the 
newly realigned Big East. 


If it’s not a great season for the 
Longhorns, it’s going to make a lot of 
brown eyes blue. 


A Georgettes Danceline member 
Amanda is a senior biology m 
from Broxton in south centra’ 
Georgia. 


A senior in mass 
. communications, 
€ Laura has no problem 
; _ conveying her support 
\ For LSU’s Bengal Tigers. 
e 
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The freshman business 


marketing major gives us the 
signal — it must be another 
Miami Hurricane touchdown. 


A dance team member, 
Whitney thinks globally. 
She majors in world 
arts and cultures... 
and wants to visit 

» ‘Australia’s beaches. 


Angie (middle) 

An LSU junior studying anthropology, 
Angie will be pulling hard for her 
hometown Tigers to get another 
national crown. 


Mariam (right) 

An outstanding Cal political science 
student, Mariam will make you 
remember the Alamo... hometown 
Alamo, California, that is. 


Ashley (below) 


A sophomore business major from 
nearby Maryville, Ashley enjoys 
crafts, wakeboarding, and 
cheering for the Big Orange. 


JUMRSTART 


ZOIRRESSEASON WINN EMS 
+20) SERMEMBERSWINNERS 
GUARANTEED by Jim Hurley SNETWORK 
Or PLAY THE ENTIRE SEASON FREE! 


For nineteen seasons my scouts and contest winning handicappers have been the eyes & ears of football. 
Our privately circulated scouting reports are required reading at sports desks and front offices everywhere. 
When it comes to who-can-beat-who, we have the latest word & the sharpest numbers. 

Especially in the early going. The Pre-Season is duck soup: the linesmaker is waiting to see who’s 
who and what’s what — while we’ve already got the depth chart and the game plan down cold. With 
our edges you will win at least 20 out of 30 — and August is just the warm up! September sizzles 
with shockers & blowouts that the overworked linesmaker can’t keep up with. He’s got to make 
lines for over 100 games. We only have to cherry pick the best five or six! 


HERE’S MY DEAL: | PRE-SEASON OPENER 


Come aboard for August & Hall of Fame Game, Mon Aug 9th 
September, I’ll give you 60 Canton Ohio: BRONCOS VS REDSKINS 
games in all, including these Original game was canceled due to 
5 great BONUS PLAYS FREE... weather. In its place we released: 


Ba Pats (-2'/2) over Giants 26-6 WON 


Under 35 WON 
That’s 60 chances to win - & 


you get them all for the trifing | “FL PRE-SEASON GAME OF THE YEAR 


sum of just $100. Furthermore, Jets (+6'/2) over Eagles 17-9 WON 


| GUARANTEE you FORTY 
winners - or! will give you all 14 COLLEGE GAME OF THE YEAR 
remaining weeks of the regular Calif (-3'/2) over So Miss 34-2 WON 
season asolutely FREE. 

But if | reach target — then you BACK TO SCHOOL PARLAY 
agree to take my regular Hotline Okla St (-20) Wyoming 48-24 WON 
service for the remainder of the Bost Coll (+9'/2) Penn St 27-14 WON 

SEPTEMBER GOLDEN GAME OF THE YEAR 

Year| Oregon(-13)over Arizona 48-10 WON 


"Jim Hurley has changed 
handicapping trom seat of 
the pants to state of the art.” 


Jimmy Vaccaro, 
Dean of Las Vegas Linesmakers 


“Jim Hurley knows how to dig beneath 
surface factors to find the hidden answer.” 


Roxy Roxborough, 
Linesmaker, created syndicated America’s Line 


"A leader in advanced analysis and a 
formidable prognosticator.” 
Athlon Football Annual 


“Jim Hurley is proof that right methods 
produce right results” 
Street & Smith’s Sports Annuals 


season for only $150. But with 
my 40 winners already cashed 
and in your pocket that fee is 
chump change! So let’s do it! 


Call me now 
TOLL FREE Jim Hurley'sNETWORK® 
366 North Broadway, 
Suite 410 
The Guarantee Period runs from = SI fu Jericho, New York 11753 
the Hall of Fame Game, Broncos = 
vs Redskins, Monday Aug 9th to coms 
Monday, Oct 6th Cc. ect ES 


Also available on the web at www.jimhurley.com 


Plus scores, lines, line changes, handicapping previews, guest columns and a complete selection menu 


Subscribers as well as Non Subscribers invited to call for FREE BONUSES. FREE NEWSLETTER — NETWORK BULLETIN - Full season, 20 issues. Power ratings, angles, complete 
winning analysis, best bets, more. A $100 value. TWO FREE BOOKLETS: 1)Behind the Numbers & 2)30 Golden Rules, a combined $50 value. FREE Schedules FREE Sports Pagers. 
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By Lyn Scarbrough 


Pat Sullivan was used fo taking hits. 

As an All-American, Heisman 
Trophy winner and NFL signal caller, 
he had been blindsided by some of 
the best linebackers in the game. 

He was used to getting prepared. As an SEC offensive coordi- 
nator and major-college head coach, he had planned for confer- 
ence title match-ups and New Year's Day bowl games. 

But, Pat Sullivan had never prepared for or been hit by any- 
thing like what clobbered him in the Fall, 2003. 

“There’s no doubt how it hits you when the doctor says, ‘You 
have cancer,’” Sullivan said. “Nothing has ever taken place in my 
life, and | doubt in anybody’s life, as devastating as when they tell 
you it’s cancer.” 

How could it be true? 

He was only 54 years old. Still with the youthful good-looks 
of the days he was at Auburn throwing touchdown bombs to 
Terry Beasley. Still with the enthusiasm he had when he head 
coached TCU to its first Southwest Conference championship in 
35 years. 

Seemingly healthy. A wonderful family (wife Jean, three chil- 
dren and their spouses, five grandchildren). Living the good life in 
his beloved hometown. How could it be true? 

But, there it was. It was squamous cell carcinoma, a form of 
cancer that begins in the squamous cells that line the structures 
found in the head and neck. It would call for chemotherapy. And, 
radiation. And, a lot of courage and support and faith. 

“When we first found out, we talked as a family and I talked 
with (UAB head coach) Watson (Brown), and we decided to keep 
it quiet until after the next game against Troy,” Sullivan recalled. 
“After the game, we told the team. 

“After the next night’s practice, one of our receivers, Willie 
Paulk, called the team up an called me up and said a prayer for 
me. The prayer probably only lasted two or three minutes, but it 
seemed like it lasted 20. | remember that point in time as when a 
peace came over me that | had not had before.” 

The Sullivan family faced big decisions. They got big-time 
support. 

“Wally Nall (longtime friend) offered his plane,” he said. 
“Hubert Green (senior golf champion from Birmingham) has been 
fighting a similar problem. Steve Spurrier and Hubert lined me up 
with the doctors in Gainesville. Mac Crawford (former Auburn 
teammate) set me up at M.D. Anderson in Houston. We used 
Wally’s plane to go to these places. But, in the end, there was no 
question that treatment right here at UAB was best for me.” 

Radiation treatments still continued throughout the spring 
and Sullivan still faces a long road to full recovery. But, the high 
level of UAB medical care — led by doctors Bill Carroll, Kirby 
Bland, Lyle Nabell, Sharon Spencer and their staff — has caused 
him no regret about the decision. 

“It was so important for me to be here near family, near 
home, near friends, our team,” he explained. “I don’t know how 
anyone can make it through a situation without this kind of sup- 
port.” 


PHOTO BY ASHLEY FLEMING 


That support has come in many forms, from so many different 
places. 

“Former teammates. Beasley. Mike Kolen, Terry Henley, Dick 
Schmaltz. Tom Banks,” Sullivan hesitantly began to rattle off 
names. “You could take the Auburn Letterman’s book. 

“But, not just teammates. Ray Perkins has stayed in touch to 
show concern. Archie Manning. Other Heisman winners — Steve 
Owens, Jim Plunkett. There’s nowhere to stop.” 

Some contacts have been especially meaningful. 

“So many of my former players have contacted me,” Sullivan 
said. “One of my former players at TCU who | had not heard from 
in several years just called to tell me that he loves me and is con- 
cerned. 

“| coached Stacy Searels (former Aubum All-American offensive 
lineman, now LSU offensive line coach). He had been a tobacco user, 
but the day he found out about my diagnosis, he called to tell me that 
he had put it down. Ironically, | had just given up tobacco products six 
weeks before getting my diagnosis. Then, when they (LSU) were in 
New Orleans for the national championship game, he called me on his 
cell phone from the team bus. How special is that? You’re on the way 
to play for the national championship, and you call just to say, ‘I'm 
thinking about you.” 

More than athletes and famous people have been there for 
the Sullivan family. 

“Overwhelming is the only word that comes to mind,” Sulli- 
van said. “Almost not a day goes by that we don’t get mail or 
phone calls, saying that our family has been on prayer lists. 

“I can’t overstate the importance of faith and prayer. An 
example — | had developed pneumonia during radiation treat- 
ment and it was necessary to have a feeding tube. The doctors 
couldn't get it down because it would gag me. Literally crying, 
and in an MRI type unit, | said a silent prayer, ‘Lord, | don’t know 
if | can make this on my own.’ As I was saying that, | heard a doc- 
tor say, Why don’t we try him on his side.’ As they were turning 
me, the tube went down.” 

With treatments hopefully winding down, Sullivan is looking 
forward to the Blazers’ 2004 campaign. 

“We've got a chance,” he said. “Our offense is young. We 
could have several new starters in the offensive line and that's 
where it starts. In terms of skill players, we’ve got some. (Quar- 
terback) Darrell Hackney is a special player. Our defense will have 
more depth than in several years. 

“In our first three weeks, we have home games with Baylor 
and Memphis and a road game at Florida State. We'll know pretty 
quickly what kind of team we've got.” 

Baylor, Florida State and Memphis present a challenge. But, 
not nearly as big as Sullivan is already facing every day. 

What advice would he give to others facing that kind of chal- 
lenge? 

“First, | would encourage them to give up using tobacco 
products,” he said. “And, it’s important that you just take it one 
day at a time. There’s no question that it starts with the good 
Lord, then through your family, then your friends. Be thankful. 
Keep your faith.” i 
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th accuracy, great feet - but he can do the little things. He checks off at the 
doing the right things. I think | he’s a coach's son, so ns: 's meen around 
ide slines from a very young age." -Team coach [mors dibles} 
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Rivals.com is the Football Recruiting Authority. Our daily recruiting rankings and updates, database of 
thousands of blue-chip recruits, and hundreds of prospect videos make us the number one source for recruiting 
coverage. Log on to Rivals.com today to see who your team is recruiting! 


©2004 Rivals.com. All rights reserved. 


WAKE FOREST 
GEORGIA TECH 
at Texas A&M 
at Florida State 
at Virginia 
UTAH STATE 
MARYLAND 
N.C. STATE 

at Miami 

at Duke 

SOUTH CAROLINA 


at Navy 

at Connecticut 

at Virginia Tech 
MARYLAND 

THE CITADEL 

at Georgia Tech 
VIRGINIA 

at Wake Forest 
CLEMSON 

NORTH CAROUNA 


ot Miomi (FL) 
UAB 
CLEMSON 
NORTH CAROLINA 
at Syracuse 
VIRGINIA 

at Woke Forest 
at Maryland 
DUKE 

at N.C. State 
FLORIDA 


SAMFORD 
at Clemson 
at North Carolina 
MIAMI (Fl) 


VIRGINIA TECH 
ot N.C. State 
CONNECTICUT 
VIRGINIA 

at Georgia 


NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
TEMPLE 


at West Virginia 
at Duke 
GEORGIA TECH 
N.C. STATE 

at Clemson 
FLORIDA STATE 
at Virginia 

at Virginia Tech 
WAKE FOREST 


FLORIDA STATE 
LOUISIANA TECH 
at Houston 

ot Georgia Tech 
LOUISVILLE 

at N.C. State 

at North Carolina 
CLEMSON 

at Virginia 

WAKE FOREST 
VIRGINIA TECH 


WILUAM & MARY 
at Virginia 
GEORGIA TECH 
LOUISVILLE 

at Florida Sicte 
N.C. STATE 

‘at Utah 

MIAMI (Ft) 
VIRGINIA TECH 
ot Woke Forest 
at Duke 


RICHMOND 
OHIO STATE 
Virginia Tech 
WAKE FOREST 
North Carolina 
Maryland 
MIAM! (Fl) 
Clemson 
GEORGIA TECH 
FLORIDA STATE 
EAST CAROLINA 


ot Temple 

NORTH CAROUNA 
AKRON 

SYRACUSE 
CLEMSON 

at Florida State 

at Duke 
MARYLAND 


MIAM| (Fl) 
at Georgia Tech 
at Virginia Tech 


vs. Southern California 
WESTERN MICHIGAN 
DUKE 

N.C. STATE 

at West Virginia 

at Wake Forest 
FLORIDA A&M 

at Georgia Tech 

at North Carolina 
MARYLAND 
VIRGINIA 

ot Miami (Fl) 


at Clemson 

at East Carolina 
NORTH CAROLINA A&T 
BOSTON COLLEGE 
at N.C. State 
VIRGINIA TECH 
FLORIDA STATE 
DUKE 

NORTH CAROUNA 
at Miami (Fl) 

at Maryland 


at Ball State 
PENN STATE 
CONNECTICUT 
ot Woke Forest 
MASSACHUSETTS 
at Pittsburgh 

at Notre Dome 
RUTGERS 

ot West Virginia 
at Temple 
SYRACUSE 


at Western Michigan 
DUKE 

at Boston College 
ARMY 
PITTSBURGH 
WEST VIRGINIA 
TEMPLE 

at Syracuse 

at Georgia Tech 
BUFFAL 

at Ruigers 


at South Florida 
OHIO 
NEBRASKA 
FURMAN 

at Connecticut 
at Temple 
BOSTON COLLEGE 
RUTGERS 

of Syracuse 

ot Notre Dome 
WEST VIRGINIA 


MICHIGAN STATE 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 
KENT STATE 

at Syracuse 

at Vanderbilt 
TEMPLE 

at Pittsburgh 
WEST VIRGINIA, 
at Boston College 
at Na 
CONNECTICUT 


at Purdue 

at Buffalo 
CINCINNATI 

at Virginia 
RUTGERS 
FLORIDA STATE 
at West Virginia 
CONNECTICUT 
PITTSBURGH 

at Temple 

at Boston College 


VIRGINIA 

ot Maryland 
FLORIDA A&M 

at Toledo 
BOWUNG GREEN 
PITTSBURGH 

at Rutgers 

at Connecticut 

at West Virginia 
SYRACUSE 
BOSTON COLLEGE 


EAST CAROLINA 
at UCF 
MARYLAND 
JAMES MADISON 
at Virginia Tech 

ot Connecticut 
SYRACUSE 

at Ruigers 
TEMPLE 

BOSTON COLLEGE 
ot Pittsburgh 


FLORIDA A&M 
UCIA 

WESTERN MICHIGAN 
PURDUE 

at Wisconsin 

at Michigan State 
MICHIGAN 

at Minnesota 
{OWA 

INDIANA 

at Northwestern 


CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
at Oregon 

at Kentucky 
MICHIGAN STATE 
MICHIGAN 

at Northwestern 

at Ohio State 
MINNESOTA 

ot Illinois 

PENN STATE 

ot Purdue 


KENT STATE 
(OWA STATE 
at Arizona State 
at Michigan 
MICHIGAN STATE 
OHIO STATE 

at Penn Stole 

ot Illinois 
PURDUE 

at Minnesota 
WISCONSIN 


MIAMI (OH) 

at Notre Dame 
SAN DIEGO STATE 
IOWA 

at Indiana 
MINNESOTA 

at Illinois 

at Purdue 
MICHIGAN STATE 
NORTHWESTERN 
at Ohio State 


at Rutgers 
CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
NOTRE DAME 
at Indiana 

at lowa 
ILWINOIS 
MINNESOTA 
at Michigan 
OHIO STATE 
WISCONSIN 
at Penn State 
ot Hawaii 


TOLEDO 
ILUNOIS STATE 
at Colorado State 
NORTHWESTERN 
PENN STATE 

at Michigan 

at Michigan State 
ILUNOIS 

a} Indiana 

at Wisconsin 
lOWA 


at TCU 
ARIZONA STATE 
KANSAS 

at Minnesota 
OHIO STATE 
INDIANA 

at Wisconsin 
PURDUE 

at Penn State 
at Michigan 
IWNOIS 

at Hawaii 


CINCINNATI 
MARSHALL 


at N.C. State 
ot Northwestern 
WISCONSIN 
at lowa 
INDIANA 

PENN STATE 

at Michigen St 
at Purdue 
MICHIGAN 


AKRON 

at Boston College 
UCF a 
at Wisconsin 

at Minnesota 
PURDUE 

IOWA 

at Ohio State 
NORTHWESTERN 
at Indiana 
MICHIGAN STATE 


SYRACUSE 
BALL STATE 

ot Illinois 

at Notre Dame 
ot Penn State 
WISCONSIN 
MICHIGAN 

ot Northwestern 
at lowa 

OHIO STATE 
INDIANA 


UCF 

UNLV 

at Arizona 

PENN STATE 
ILUNOIS 

at Ohio State 

at Purdue 
NORTHWESTERN 
MINNESOTA 

at Michigan State 
at lowa 


ot UAB 

TEXAS STATE 
NORTH TEXAS 
at Texas 
MISSOURI 

of Nebraska 
IOWA STATE 
TEXAS A&M. 
ot Texas Tech 
ot Oklahoma State 
OKLAHOMA 


COLORADO STATE 
at Washington Stole 
NORTH TEXAS 

at Missouri 
OKLAHOMA STATE 
IOWA STATE 

at Texas A&M 
TEXAS 

at Kansas 

KANSAS STATE 

at Nebraska 


NORTHERN IOWA 
at lowa 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
at Oklahoma State 
TEXAS A&M 

at Colorado 

at Baylor 

KANEAS 
NEBRASKA 

at Kansas Stote 
MISSOURI 


NATIONAL SCHEDULES 


Real. Comfortable. Jeans. 


TULSA 
TOLEDO 

at Northwestern 
TEXAS TECH 

at Nebraska 
KANSAS STATE 
at Oklahoma 

at lowa State 
COLORADO 
TEXAS 

at Missouri 


WESTERN KENTUCKY 
FRESNO STATE 
LOUISIANA-LAFAYETTE 
at Texas A&M 

at Kansas 
OKLAHOMA 
NEBRASKA 

TEXAS TECH 

ot Missouri 

at Colorado 

IOWA STATE 


ARKANSAS STATE 
ot Troy State 

BALL STATE 
COLORADO 

ot Baylor 

at Texas 
OKLAHOMA STATE 
at Nebraska 
KANSAS STATE 
at lowa State 
KANSAS 


WESTERN ILLINOIS 
SOUTHERN MISS 
ot Pittsburgh 
KANSAS 

at Texas Tech 
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NATIONAL 
RECRUITING 


hen the recruiting dust had settled, USC and LSU were at 
the top of the pile, just where they had finished the regular 
season as co-national champions. It marked the second 
straight year that the Trojans and Tigers placed in the 
recruiting top three, hinting that their dominance might continue for years 
to come. 
Traditional powers were prominent on Signing Day, but there were 
a few surprises on the recruiting trail. Schools like Oregon and Michigan 
State might have signed the best classes their programs have ever seen. 
Here is a Top 25 recruiting breakdown as ranked by Rivals.com: 


QB-1, RB-0, WR-2, TE-1, OL-6, DL-4, LB-2, DB-2, ATH-2, ST-0 
Coming on the heels of USC’s first national championship since 
1978, Pete Carroll put together a class rated by some observers as one 
of the best in school history. It was highlighted by 15 players rated four 

stars or better (out of five) by Rivals.com. 

The Trojans not only dominated the West Coast, but proved they 
could pluck top prospects out of far-away places, such as Ohio, Florida 
and New Jersey. 

The class is headlined by a pair of defensive standouts — linebacker 
Keith Rivers and defensive end Jeff Schweiger. Rivers (6-3, 215, 4.5) 
already sports the body and physical tools of an NFL player, and will add 
to USC’s tremendous linebacker tradition. Schweiger (6-5, 245, 4.5) has 
remarkable athleticism and a non-stop motor that reminds some 
recruiting observers of former Nebraska All-American and NFL star Grant 
Wistrom. Schweiger was the Golden State’s top player and the No. 9 
prospect overall in the Class of 2004. 

The Trojans also loaded up with one of the most impressive 
offensive line groups, highlighted by No. 1 center Jeff Byers, No. 1 
tackle Thomas Herring and No. 1 junior college player Taitusi Lutui, 
a massive 6-5, 370-pound tackle out of Snow College in Utah. 

Three elite receivers — Fred Davis, Dwayne Jarrett and Derrick 
Jones — will keep Norm Chow's offense humming. 


QB-0, RB-1, WR-3, TE-2, OL-4, DL-7, LB-5, DB-4, ATH-1, ST-0 

LSU locked down the Bayou’s deep pool of talent and dipped into 
Florida, Arkansas, Texas and California for more standouts, signing an 
eye-popping 15 players rated four stars or higher by Rivals.com. 

The Tigers added speed and playmakers to the receiver corps and 
reloaded on the defensive line while bypassing the quarterback and 
tailback positions, something you'll rarely see from any program. 

Early Doucet (6-1, 207, 4.4) was the nation’s top-rated wide 
receiver and one of the most exciting players in the high school ranks. 
He'll team with fellow five-star prospect Xavier Carter and four-star 
prospect Lavelle Hawkins to form one of the most explosive receiver 
trios in recent years. 

Juco defensive tackle Claude Wroten should contend for a starting 
job as soon as he sets foot on campus. Glenn Dorsey and Marlon 
Favorite were also top 10 players at defensive tackle, as were 
Tremaine Johnson and Charles Alexander at defensive end. 


QB-2, RB-3, WR-3, TE-0, OL-5, DL-2, LB-4, DB-7, ATH-0, ST-1 

Florida State’s class includes 17 players rated four stars or higher 
by Rivals.com, more than either USC and LSU signed. 

Record-setting Florida quarterback Xavier Lee — coming off 
a senior season in which he passed for 3,133 yards, rushed for 567 and 
accounted for 47 total touchdowns — is the marquee player on offense. 
He gives Bobby Bowden a dangerous dual-threat signal caller to 
complement Drew Weatherford, an elite pro-style quarterback who 
also signed with FSU. 

Jamaal Edwards (6-0, 202, 4.4) is being tabbed as the Noles’ 
running back of the future. 

On defense, FSU nabbed Jae Thaxton out of Georgia and 
Lawrence Timmons out of South Carolina, both four-star linebackers. 
The trio of Trevor Ford, J.R. Bryant and Tony Carter may be the best 
incoming group of defensive backs in the country. 


ee Miami 


QB-1, RB-4, WR-2, TE-1, OL-6, DL-5, LB-3, DB-4, ATH-2, ST-0 

The Hurricanes had a third consecutive top 10 recruiting haul, 
signing 13 players rated four stars or better by Rivals.com and address- 
ing all of their major “need” areas. 

Upgrading the running back position was a major focus, and Miami's 
four signees in the backfield — Andrew Johnson, Charlie Jones, 
Derron Thomas and Bobby Washington — are rated as the top unit in 
the country. Washington and Jones were rated No. 3 and No. 5, respec- 
tively, at their position after combining for 3,148 yards and 30 touch- 
downs as seniors in ultra-competitive Miami. 

Five-star wide receiver Lance Leggett (6-4, 178, 4.4) out of Texas 
is a major playmaker, and Pennsylvania juco offensive lineman Tyler 
McMeans should make an immediate impact. 

Miami made a big push to replenish its linebacker ranks. Willie 
Williams was the nation's top-ranked player at outside linebacker and 
No. 6 overall, but was facing well-publicized legal hurdles. James 
Bryant, from Pennsylvania, was rated the No. 6 inside linebacker. 


C 
ay 


QB-1, RB-3, WR-4, TE-0, OL-5, DL-4, LB-3, DB-2, ATH-0, ST-0 
Lloyd Carr orchestrated his best haul of talent in recent years, 
signing elite players from 15 states and at almost every position group. 
Michigan's five-man offensive line class was rated No. 2 in the 
nation by Rivals.com. The headliners were No. 3 rated guard Alex 

Mitchell and No. 10 tackle Brett Gallimore. 

The top overall prospect in the class is five-star quarterback Chad 
Henne, rated the nation’s No. 3 pro-style quarterback after a senior 
season in which he passed for 1,743 yards and 19 touchdowns at Wilson 
High School in Pennsylvania. He finished his career third on the state’s 
all-time passing list with 7,071 yards. 

Adrian Arrington, Doug Dutch and Morgan Trent were all rated 
among the nation’s top 25 wideouts. 


Michigan 
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On defense, Tim Jamison and Michael Massey were both top five 
prospects at end. Jamison is an explosive off-the-edge pass rusher who 
tallied 20 sacks as a senior in Illinois. 


CGE 


QB-1, RB-3, WR-2, TE-0, OL-3, DL-4, LB-2, DB-2, ATH-4, ST-0 

A couple of major in-state prospects slipped away, but it hardly made 
a dent in Mark Richt's third consecutive top 10 class. The Peach State 
was ripe with elite players again, and the Bulldogs capitalized by signing 
14 of them. 

The leader of the Dawgs’ pack is Brandon Miller (6-4, 225, 4.65), 
who projects as a weakside defensive end or outside linebacker. He 
was rated the nation's No. 1 weakside end by Rivals.com and the No. 7 
player overall. 

Georgia also signed one of the best backfield duos in fullback 
Brannan Southerland and tailback Thomas Brown. They were rated 
No. 3 and No. 4 nationally at their respective positions. 

UGA made the secondary a top goal and wound up with four 
outstanding prospects in Ramarcus Brown, Michael Grant, Antonio 
Sims and Kelin Johnson. 


Georgia 


Florida 


QB-0, RB-2, WR-2, TE-2, OL-4, DL-6, LB-2, DB-4, ATH-1, ST-0 

For the second year in a row, Florida caught fire after the new year 
and surged to one of the best recruiting classes in the nation. The big 
story on signing day was getting three high-profile recruits to change 
direction on previous commitments. 

Georgia lineman Michael Brown backed out on the homestate 
Bulldogs, Florida wideout Mike McIntosh reversed field on Clemson, 
and Florida tight end Dane Guthrie said no to Miami at the 11th hour. 
All three were top 15 players nationally at their respective positions. 

The headliner is defensive end Derrick Harvey (6-5, 235, 4.7), the 
No. 2 player at his position and No. 8 prospect overall. As a senior in the 
Washington, D.C., area, he recorded an eye-popping 133 tackles and 
33 sacks. 

Florida also signed one of the nation’s top secondary groups — 
corners McIntosh Nicolas and Dawayne Grace and safeties Tony 
Joiner and Kyle Jackson. 


QB-1, RB-2, WR-2, TE-0, OL-4, DL-3, LB-1, DB-3, ATH-1, ST-1 

Bob Stoops did something that hadn’t been done during his tenure in 
Norman — sign the top two players out of Texas. Running back Adrian 
Peterson and quarterback Rhett Bomar were both rated the nation’s 
top player at their positions by Rivals.com. 

Peterson (6-2, 210, 4.4) was the No. 1 overall prospect in the Class 
of 2004 coming off a senior season in which he rushed for 2,960 yards 
and 32 touchdowns, averaging almost 12 yards per carry. Bomar (6-4, 
205, 4.6) had an equally impressive senior resume: 1,400 yards and 15 
touchdowns passing; 542 yards and 12 touchdowns rushing. 

The Sooners also reloaded on defense with some stellar defensive 
backs, including junior college corner Chijioke Onyenegecha and Texas 


prep corner Marcus Walker, two of the best lock-down cover men in the 
game. Another juco, Remi Ayodele, should make an immediate impact 
at defensive tackle. 

Linebacker Chris Patterson was rated the nation’s No. 3 outside 
linebacker and No. 15 player overall. 


yom, 


QB-1, RB-4, WR-1, TE-2, OL-4, DL-3, LB-3, DB-5, ATH-1, ST-1 

The Buckeyes landed most of the elite in-state prospects and dipped 
into neighboring Pennsylvania for some nice talent as well. 

Five-star defensive back Theodore Ginn ur. (6-0, 170, 4.4) is the 
crown jewel of the class. He was rated the No. 1 cornerback and No. 2 
player overall coming off a senior season in which he had 1,777 total 
yards and 29 touchdowns as a dual-threat quarterback, and eight 
interceptions as a defensive back. He returned five of his interceptions for 
touchdowns and added five more scores via special teams. 

The Buckeye passing attack will also get a boost from four-star 
receivers Devon Lyons and Albert Duke, as well as four-star tight ends 
Rory Nicol and Chad Hoobler. 
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QB-0, RB-0, WR-5, TE-1, OL-3, DL-3, LB-3, DB-3, ATH-2, ST-0 

Impact players were spread evenly throughout the Longhorns’ class, 
highlighted by five-star defensive tackle Franklin Okam (6-5, 300, 4.9), 
the No. 2 man at his position and No. 18 prospect overall. Many believe 
he has the rare physical tools to come in and play the demanding position 
as a true freshman. 

Andrew Kelson and Bobby Tatum form arguably the nation’s top 
incoming safety duo. 

On offense, four-star guard Cedric Dockery (6-4, 315, 5.2) was also 
rated the nation’s No. 2 player at his position. A trio of top wideouts — 
Myron Hardy, Jordan Shipley and George Walker — should help the 
Texas passing attack reload following the departure of WRs Roy 
Williams, B.J. Johnson and pals. 

Athlete Ramonce Taylor rushed for 2,371 yards and 32 touch- 
downs as a senior. 


QB-2, RB-4, WR-0, TE-1, OL-5, DL-4, LB-2, DB-3, ATH-2, ST-1 

One of the Volunteers’ big storylines was the addition of two elite 
quarterbacks during a year when it was imperative to do so. 

Phil Fulmer came up huge with Erik Ainge and Brent Schaeffer, 
whose contrasting pro-style and dual-threat styles could be battling it out 
for playing time this fall after the departure of Casey Clausen. Ainge, an 
Oregon native, is the nephew of former NBA standout Danny Ainge. 

The Vols also looked west for two of the nation’s top junior college 
players — offensive lineman Albert Toeaina (6-5, 345, 5.1) and 
defensive tackle Jesse Mahelona (6-2, 290, 4.85), both out of California. 

Four-star fullback David Molbert and four-star defensive tackle 
Demonte Bolden were two of the top in-state prospects to sign with 
the Vols. 


Tennessee 
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FY Oregon 


QB-0, RB-2, WR-3, TE-2, OL-7, DL-6, LB-4, DB-5, ATH-1, ST-0 

The Ducks signed what many believe to be the best class in school 
history. 

In one of the biggest surprises on Signing Day, five-star wideout 
Cameron Colvin announced he was heading to Eugene despite being 
labeled as a USC or Michigan “lean” for the previous two months. The 
No. 2 receiver nationally and No. 17 prospect overall, Colvin (6-2, 193, 
4.38) will be an impact player for the Ducks from day one. 

Terrell Jackson is the impact running back Oregon has sought for 
the past few years. He's an explosive athlete who rushed for 2,664 yards 
and 40 touchdowns as a prep senior in California. 

Aaron Klovas (6-6, 300, 5.2) was one of the West's premier 
blockers, highlighting the nation’s No. 9 O-Line unit. Jerome Boyd and 
Willie Glasper Jr. were both top 10 defensive backs. 


Alm 


QB-2, RB-1, WR-3, TE-2, OL-3, DL-3, LB-7, DB-2, ATH-4, ST-1 

Considering its struggles on the field, Texas A&M coach 
Dennis Franchione signed what could easily be called the nation’s top 
surprise class. 

The Aggies signed impact players at numerous positions, particularly 
quarterback (Stephen McGee) and linebacker (Aaron Brown and Lee 
Foliaki). The 6-3, 205-pound McGee enrolled in January and could be a 
factor right away in the A&M quarterback battle. He has a tremendous 
combination of accuracy and zip in his passes and is noted for his 
leadership ability. 

Brown and Foliaki, both top 25 junior college prospects, will bolster 
the linebacker corps. Athlete D.J. Davis may compete for playing time at 
a number of positions, while defensive tackle William Morrisey should 
see early action in the trenches. 


e 


QB-5, RB-2, WR-1, TE-2, OL-6, DL-4, LB-2, DB-2, ATH-1, ST-0 

The Nittany Lions made a nice comeback in the recruiting rankings 
despite a disappointing season on the field and the negative talk that 
surrounds Joe Paterno’s age. 

Even more impressive, they managed to put together a rock-solid 
class even though 15 of Pennsylvania’s top 20 prospects chose to go 
elsewhere. It helped that two of the best chose to cast their lot with 
Happy Valley. 

Quarterback Anthony Morelli (6-4, 208, 4.7) and linebacker Dan 
Connor (6-3, 215, 4.55) were national top 25 recruits. Morelli was the 
No. 2 pro-style quarterback after throwing for 1,649 yards and 15 
touchdowns as a senior. The Lions won a fierce recruiting battle against 
archrival Pitt for his services. Connor, the No. 2 inside linebacker, had 
more than 100 tackles and three interceptions during his senior year. 


Bed 


QB-1, RB-0, WR-4, TE-3, OL-4, DL-7, LB-1, DB-3, ATH-3, ST-0 
Expectations are always towering at tradition-rich Alabama, but no 
one really imagined that the probation-saddled Crimson Tide would put 


together one of the nation’s top signing classes after a disappointing 4-9 
season. 

That's exactly what rookie head coach Mike Shula did, however, 
bringing in the program's highest-rated class in several years and winning 
the in-state battle with rival Auburn. 

Wide receiver Nikita Stover (6-1, 190, 4.45) is the marquee player 
and a big-time playmaker the offense needs. Defensive linemen Justin 
Britt, Chris Turner and Lorenzo Washington are also expected to 
make an early impact. Turner comes to the Tide as one of the nation’s top 
juco prospects. 


Sy 16 Michigan State 


QB-1, RB-1, WR-4, TE-3, OL-3, DL-5, LB-2, DB-4, ATH-6, ST-1 

Michigan State did well with in-state prospects and supplemented its 
class with some help from neighboring Ohio. 

A pair of four-star athletes headline the class. Carl Grimes (5-9, 
185, 4.4) was originally committed to Florida State before switching to the 
Spartans late in the process. He'll bring some much-needed explosive- 
ness to John L. Smith’s offensive attack, as will SirDarean Adams (6-0, 
209, 4.42). The tight end is always a factor in Smith’s offense, making 
Kellen Freeman-Davis a good fit. 

As for defense, lineman Domata Peko and linebackers Hugh 
D’Imperio and Dwayne Holmes could be early contributors. 


QB-1, RB-2, WR-0, TE-0, OL-4, DL-7, LB-3, DB-4, ATH-1, ST-1 

The Terrapins sustained several key losses on defense following the 
season, something Ralph Friedgen wasted no time in addressing, signing 
many players who will be expected to play early. 

Defensive end/outside linebacker George Covington (6-3, 230, 4.5) 
was the No. 6 player at his position nationally. He could be a pass- 
rushing force for the Terps, whether he’s standing up or playing with his 
hand down. Defensive linemen Dane Randolph, Dennis Marsh, Jared 
Gaither and Mack Frost significantly bolster Maryland in the trenches. 

Linebacker Chase Bullock and defensive back Kent Hicks are 
also top athletes. 

The line was the primary focus on offense. The Terps landed a trio of 
four-star prospects in guard Scott Burley, guard Jaimie Thomas and 
tackle Carlos Feliciano. 


be SIET] Kansas Stato 


QB-2, RB-2, WR-2, TE-0, OL-7, DL-2, LB-2, DB-5, ATH-3, ST-1 

The Wildcats focused their efforts on two areas — offensive line and 
the secondary. Their seven-man O-Line class is headlined by four-star 
guard Matt Boss (6-5, 315, 4.81), the nation’s No. 4 player at his position. 

Kansas State signed five defensive backs, four from junior college. 
Kyle Williams was one of the nation’s premier cover corners at Navarro 
(Texas) College. He'll likely compete with City College of San Francisco 
product Maurice Porter for one of the starting corner jobs this season. 

Nick Patton, the nation’s fifth-rated dual-threat quarterback, is the 
marquee player on the offensive side of the ball. He fits the mold of many 
past K-State signal callers, including departing senior Ell Roberson. 
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QB-1, RB-2, WR-0, TE-0, OL-4, DL-7, LB-1, DB-5, ATH-3, ST-0 

This class was reminiscent of what the Huskies were doing when 
they were dominating the Pac-10 on an annual basis. They kept the 
majority of the in-state talent at home and supplemented the class with 
some good prospects out of California. 

The impact recruit is five-star quarterback Matthew Tuiasosopo 
(6-2, 200, 4.5), the brother of former Husky and current Oakland Raiders 
QB Marques Tuiasosopo. He could be a challenger as soon as he 
arrives on campus unless Major League Baseball manages to steal him 
away from Washington. 

Bruising running back John Kirton (6-3, 240, 4.54) rushed for 2,675 
yards and 34 touchdowns as a senior. A pair of four-star junior college 
prospects — defensive end Rashaad Goodrum and safety Dashon 
Goldson — are expected to give the Huskies an immediate boost. 


QB-2, RB-2, WR-7, TE-0, OL-4, DL-5, LB-4, DB-2, ATH-2, ST-1 

Purdue signed a pair of top 25 quarterbacks in Curtis Painter and 
David Ramirez, and added seven wideouts, including junior college 
help in the form of Dorien Bryant and Bruce Gordon. They should 
make an immediate impact on the Purdue offense. 

On defense, end Jeremy Coley (6-5, 240, 4.5) is the marquee 
player out of the juco ranks. He’s the type of athlete the Boilermakers 
need to take their defense to the next level. Linebacker Cliff Avril and 
defensive back Zach Logan bring a lot of athleticism to the table. 

Purdue also signed one of the nation’s elite kickers in Dave Brytus, 
who has field goal range beyond 50 yards and is a standout punter. 


eS 
QB-2, RB-3, WR-1, TE-1, OL-5, DL-6, LB-6, DB-2, ATH-2, ST-0 
Auburn overcame a disappointing season and a controversy in 
which the school’s administration was caught pursuing potential replace- 
ments for coach Tommy Tuberville by managing to bring in a solid class. 
A giant boost came in the surprise addition of four-star South 
Carolina offensive lineman Leon Hart (6-4, 290, 5.1), who turned down 
the hometown Gamecocks in favor of the Tigers. He was rated the No. 5 
guard in the nation and has the kind of size, agility and intelligence to get 
on the field as a true freshman. 
Four-star safety/linebacker Tony Bell (6-2, 210, 4.5) was also one 
of the South’s elite prospects. 


Auburn 


> 


QB-1, RB-4, WR-3, TE-1, OL-5, DL-5, LB-2, DB-8, ATH-2, ST-0 

The Razorbacks have been a model of consistency under Houston 
Nutt, finishing with Top 20 recruiting classes in each of the past three 
years. This year, they benefited from what Nutt described as the deepest 
pool of in-state talent in years. 

The marquee recruit is fullback Peyton Hillis (6-2, 245, 4.7), who 
was rated the nation’s No. 2 player at his position after rushing for 2,631 
yards and 29 touchdowns as a senior. He is a devastating combination 


of runner and blocker who will be perfect for Nutt’s system. 

A major emphasis on defense was the secondary, where the Hogs 
signed eight players to help fill numerous departures. Defensive tackle 
Fred Bledsoe (6-4, 280, 4.9) could be an impact player as a true 
freshman. 


OTM) Catitornia | 
QB-1, RB-2, WR-0, TE-0, OL-5, DL-3, LB-2, DB-3, ATH-1, ST-1 
This is one of the Bears best recruiting classes in years, bringing in 

potential impact players on both sides of the ball. 

Landing a strong pass-rusher was a major priority, and they came 
up with one of the nation’s best in Phillip Mbakogu (6-3, 260, 4.8). 
Rated the No. 4 strongside defensive end, he has great size and speed 
to go along with a non-stop motor. 

Quarterback Nate Longshore and running back Marshawn Lynch 
headline the offensive group. Longshore (6-5, 226, 4.8) was one of the 
best pure passers on the West Coast as a senior, throwing for 3,449 
yards and 34 touchdowns. The explosive Lynch (5-11, 195, 4.4) was 
rated No. 2 at his position after rushing for 1,722 yards and 33 touch- 
downs as a senior. 
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QB-1, RB-2, WR-0, TE-1, OL-4, DL-2, LB-4, DB-3, ATH-0, ST-2 

In preparation for their move to the ACC in 2005, the Eagles made it 
a priority to add speed and athleticism across the board. Mission 
accomplished. 

Tom O’Brien and staff landed a rock-solid group, including one of 
the nation’s elite players in five-star linebacker Brian Toal (6-2, 228, 
4.4), the No. 3 inside linebacker and No. 25 player overall. 

Cornerbacks Brandon Robinson and Marquise Liverpool were 
rated No. 8 and No. 20 nationally at their position and should give the 
secondary a big lift in the near future. Ryan Purvis should carry on the 
Eagles’ fine tradition at tight end, giving them both a solid pass-catcher 
and a strong blocker. 
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QB-2, RB-3, WR-4, TE-1, OL-3, DL-6, LB-4, DB-4, ATH-0, ST-1 

All Bill Doba did in his first full recruiting season as Washington 
State head coach was assemble what might be the best recruiting class 
in school history. 

It could get even better if four-star safety Randy Estes (6-2, 200, 
4.4) overcomes his off-field problems and makes it to campus this fall. At 
one point last season, he was rated California’s top prospect and the No. 
2 player nationally. 

Another four-star Californian, wide receiver Michael Bumpus, has 
great hands and explosiveness. The running back position was bolstered 
by junior college All-American Jerome Harrison (5-11, 188, 4.4), who 
rushed for 790 yards and nine touchdowns in only seven games last 
season. He'll be competing with a pair of talented freshman backs — lan 
Bell and J.T. Diederichs, who has been compared to NFL standout 
Cory Dillon at the same stage. 


Note: The rankings and players mentioned in this story may not match 
those in the regional recruiting feature due to differing writers’ opinion. 
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TOP 100 PLAYERS BY POSITION 


Quarterbacks 


6-4, 205 
6-4, 200 
6-4, 208 
6-3, 210 
6-2, 200 
6-3, 224 
6-3, 205 
6-4, 205 
6-3, 200 
6-3, 205 
6-3, 205 


4, Rhett Bomar 

10. Xavier Lee 

12. Anthony Morelli 
13. Chad Henne 

16. Matthew Tuiasosopo 
41. Robbie Reid 

50. Stephen McGee 
69. Chase Patton 

78. Brian Brohm 

88. Drew Weatherford 
97. Nick Patton 


Grand Prairie (Texas) 

Daytona Beach (Fla.) Seabreeze 
Pittsburgh (Pa.) Penn Hills 
West Lawn (Pa.) Wilson 
Woodinville (Wash.) 

Galena Park (Texas) North Shore 
Burnet (Texas) 

Columbia (Mo.) Rock Bridge 
Louisville (Ky.) Trinity 

Land O'Lakes (Fla.) 

Winfield (Kan.) 


Running Backs 


6-2, 210 
5-11, 195 
6-0, 200 
5-10, 185 
5-11, 200 
6-1, 233 
5-11, 180 
6-0, 202 
5-10, 192 
6-0, 205 
5-8, 200 


1. Adrian Peterson 
28. Marshawn Lynch 
35. Bobby Washington 
36. Thomas Brown 
57. Charlie Jones 

60. Dwayne Jones 
63. D.J. Wolfe 

64. Jamaal Edwards 
79. Tony Temple 

82. Andrew Johnson 
95, Webster Patrick 


Palestine (Texas) 

Oakland (Calif.) Technical 
Miami (Fla.) Killian 

Tucker (Ga.) 

Homestead (Fla.) South Dade 
Lakewood (N.J.) 

Lawton (Okla.) Eisenhower 
Greensboro (N.C.) Dudley 
Kansas City (Mo.) Rockhurst 
Pittsburgh (Pa.) North Hills 
Spring (Texas) Westfield 


Wide Receivers 


6-1, 207 
6-2, 193 
6-4, 210 
6-4, 178 
6-3, 190 
6-4, 210 
6-1, 190 
6-1, 190 
6-0, 185 
6-0, 200 
6-3, 195 


Tight Ends 


6-4, 240 
6-4, 240 


3. Early Doucet 

17, Cameron Colvin 
19. Fred Davis 

21. Lance Leggett 
22. Xavier Carter 
37. Calvin Johnson 
45. Brandon Barrett 
46. Nikita Stover 
77. Michael Bumpus 
98. Doug Dutch 
99. Myron Hardy 


33. Zach Miller 
89. Dale Thompson 


St. Martinville (La.) 
Concord (Calif.) De La Salle 
Toledo (Ohio) Rogers 
Arlington (Texas) Grace Preparatory 
Palm Bay (Fla.) 

Tyrone (Ga.) Sandy Creek 
Martinsburg (W.Va.) 
Hartselle (Ala.) 

Culver City (Calif.) 
Washington (D.C.) Gonzaga 
Round Rock (Texas) McNeil 


Phoenix (Ariz.) Desert Vista 
Corona (Calif.) Santiago 


Offensive Linemen 


20. Jeff Byers 

23. Thomas Herring 
29. Roland Martin 
30. Herman Johnson 
42. Lydon Murtha 
48. Calvin Darity 

53. Brandon Braxton 
55. Cedric Dockery 
56. Kyle Mitchum 


6-4, 280 
6-6, 292 
6-5, 326 
6-8, 350 
6-8, 315 
6-4, 275 
6-6, 300 
6-4, 315 
6-6, 265 


Loveland (Colo.) 

Los Angeles (Calif.) Fremont 
Chicago (Ill.) Harper 

Denton (Texas) 

Hutchinson (Minn.) 

Tallahassee (Fla.) Lincoln 
Youngstown (Ohio) Ursuline 
Garland (Texas) Lakeview Centennial 
Erie (Pa.) McDowell 


Oklahoma 
Florida State 
Penn State 
Michigan 
Washington 
Oklahoma State 
Texas A&M 
Missouri 
Louisville 
Florida State 
Kansas State 


Oklahoma 
California 
Miami 
Georgia 
Miami 
Rutgers 
Oklahoma 
Florida State 
Missouri 
Miami 
lowa State 


LSU 

Oregon 
Southern Cal 
Miami 

LSU 

Georgia Tech 
West Virginia 
Alabama 
Washington State 
Michigan 
Texas 


Arizona State 
Southern Cal 


Southern Cal 
Southern Cal 
Michigan State 
LSU 

Nebraska 
North Carolina 
Oklahoma 
Texas 

Ohio State 


65. Drew Miller 
71. Ryan Miller 
80. Alex Mitchell 
87. Aaron Klovas 
91. Kyle Riggs 

92. Matt Boss 

93. Leon Hart 

96. Brett Gallimore 
100. Greg Harrison 


6-6, 305 
6-6, 310 
6-5, 310 
6-6, 300 
6-5, 303 
6-5, 315 
6-4, 290 
6-5, 290 
6-5, 295 


Sarasota (Fla.) Riverview 

Lake Charles (La.) Barbe 

Bay City (Mich.) Central 
Graham (Wash.) Bethel 

Festus (Mo.) 

Cherryvale (Kan.) 

Columbia (S.C.) Spring Valley 
Riverside (Mo.) Park Hill South 
Shenandoah (Pa.) Valley 


Defensive Ends 


6-4, 225 
6-5, 235 
6-5, 245 
6-3, 240 
6-3, 240 
6-6, 265 
6-3, 230 
6-5, 220 
6-5, 265 
6-4, 250 
6-2, 245 


7. Brandon Miller 

8. Derrick Harvey 

9. Jeff Schweiger Jr. 
39. Charles Johnson 
40. Tim Jamison 

51. Rhyan Anderson 
66. George Covington 
67. Olu Hall 

68. Chris Smith 

86. Eugene Germany 
90. Brigham Harwell 


Colquitt (Ga.) Miller County 
Greenbelt (Md.) Eleanor Roosevelt 
San Jose (Calif.) Valley Christian 
Hawkinsville (Ga.) 

Harvey (Ill.) Thornton Township 
Oak Creek (Wis.) 

Greenbelt (Md.} Eleanor Roosevelt 
Fairfax (Va.) Robinson 

Allen (Texas) 

Pomona (Calif.) Pomona 
Hacienda Heights (Calif.) Los Altos 


Defensive Tackles 


6-4, 285 
6-5, 300 
6-1, 285 
6+5, 294 
6-2, 293 
6-6, 288 
6-3, 310 
6-3, 270 
6-5, 265 
6-5, 305 


11. DeMarioPressley 
18. Franklin Okam 
27. William Morrisey 
43. Demonte Bolden 
47. Glenn Dorsey 

70. Eric McLention 
72. Marlon Favorite 
74. Aaron Jones 

81. Nick Hayden 

83. Marque Hall 


Linebackers 


5. Keith Rivers 

6. Willie Williams 
14, Kyle Williams 
15. Chris Patterson 6-3, 220 
24. Dan Connor 6-3, 215 
25. Brian Toal 6-2, 228 
31. Marcus Freeman 6-2, 240 
34, Brandon Siler 6-3, 220 
58. Josh Johnson 6-2, 225 
59. James Bryant 6-3, 240 
61. Lawrence Timmons 6-3, 225 
76. Garry Pack 6-1, 217 
94. Jae Thaxton 6-3, 225 


6-3, 215 
6-2, 225 
6-2, 217 


Greensboro (N.C.) Dudley 
Richardson (Texas) Lake Highlands 
Silsbee (Texas) 

Chattanooga (Tenn.) Tyner Academy 
Gonzales (La.) East Ascension 
Vidalia (Ga.) 

Harvey (La.) West Jefferson 
Orlando (Fla.) Edgewater 

Hartland (Wis.) Arrowhead 
Marshville (N.C.) Forest Hills 


Lake Mary (Fla.) 

Miami (Fla.) Carol City 
Bolingbrook (Ill.) 

Chicago (Ill.) Hubbard 
Wallingford (Pa.) Strath Haven 
Wyckoff (N.J.) Don Bosco Prep 
Huber Heights (Ohio) Wayne 
Orlando (Fla.) Evans 

Stone Mountain (Ga.) Stephenson 
Reading (Pa.) 

Florence (S.C.) Wilson 
Hattiesburg (Miss.) Oak Grove 
Hartwell (Ga.) Hart County 


Defensive Backs 


2. Theodore Ginn Jr. 
32. Tony Carter 

38. Andrew Kelson 
49. Marcus Walker 
52. J.R. Bryant 

54. Kyle Jackson 

75. Cortney Grixby 
84. Trevor Ford 

85. McIntosh Nicolas 


Athletes 


26. Alonzo Bryant 
44. Dwayne Jarrett 
62. Cornelius Ingram 
73. Lavelle Hawkins 


6-0, 170 
5-9, 175 
6-2, 210 
5-11, 180 
6-1, 170 
6-0, 190 
5-9, 160 
6-1, 187 
6-3, 180 


6-2, 185 
6-5, 205 
6-5, 215 
5-11, 170 


Cleveland (Ohio) Glenville 
Jacksonville (Fla.) Mandarin 
Houston (Texas) Lamar 
Waco (Texas) 

Miami (Fla.) Killian 

Neptune Beach (Fla.) Fletcher 
Omaha (Neb.) Central 

Miami (Fla.) Northwestern 
Immokalee (Fla.) 


Fort Valley (Ga.) Peach County 
New Brunswick (N.J.) 
Hawthorne (Fla.) 

Stockton (Calif.) Edison 


Florida 

LSU 
Michigan 
Oregon 
Missouri 
Kansas State 
Auburn 
Michigan 
Penn State 


Georgia 
Florida 
Southern Cal 
Georgia 
Michigan 
Miami 
Maryland 
Virginia 
Texas A&M 
Southern Cal 
UCLA 


N.C. State 
Texas 

Texas A&M 
Tennessee 
LSU 

Junior College 
LSU 

Florida State 
Wisconsin 
South Carolina 


Southern Cal 
Miami 

lowa 
Oklahoma 
Penn State 
Boston College 
Ohio State 
Florida 
Georgia 
Miami 
Florida State 
Ole Miss 
Florida State 


Ohio State 
Florida State 
Texas 
Oklahoma 
Florida State 
Florida 
Nebraska 
Florida State 
Florida 


Georgia 
Southern Cal 
Florida 

LSU 


— Rankings by Rivals.com 


NATION 


TOP 100 PLAYERS BY POSITION 


Quarterbacks 


6-3, 200 
6-2, 195 
6-3, 205 
5-11, 185 
6-1, 180 
6-3, 200 
6-4, 200 


Harrison Beck 

Jake Christensen 
Jonathan Crompton 
Vic Hall 

Greg Paulus 

Ryan Perrilloux 
Mark Sanchez 


Running Backs 


Toney Baker 
Jamaal Charles 
LaMarcus Coker 
Kevin Grady 
Maurice Greer 
Elan Lewis 
Marlon Lucky 
Darren McFadden 
Rashard Mendenhall 
Antonio Robinson 
Antone Smith 
Jonathan Stewart 
Maurice Wells 
Tony Wright 


Wide Receivers 


6-3, 170 
5-8, 170 
6-0, 170 
6-3, 186 
5-11, 170 
6-4, 200 
6-3, 185 
6-2, 210 
6-5, 210 
6-4, 200 


Josh Briscoe 
Michael Ray Garvin 
Jessie Hester Jr. 
Eric Huggins 
Desean Jackson 
Malcolm Kelly 

Fred Rouse 
Rendrick Taylor 
Patrick Turner 
Austin Usher 


Tight Ends 


Dajleon Farr 
Jonathan Hannah 


6-6, 235 
6-5, 265 


Offensive Linemen 


, 305 
, 300 
, 325 
, 290 
, 280 
-5, 338 
, 300 
, 260 
, 320 
, 330 
, 300 
, 300 
, 300 
, 300 
, 290 
, 320 
, 295 


Christopher Barney 
Kevin Bemoll 

Ciron Black 

Alex Boone 

Dan Doering 

Matt Hardrick 

Aleksey Lanis 

Kurt Mattes 

Eugene Monroe 
fickael Oher 
Rodney Picou 
Dace Richardson 

Justin Schifano 

Chris Scott 

Jesse White 

Kevin Wiggins 

Reginald Youngblood 
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Defensive Ends 


6-2, 225 
6-3, 242 
6-3, 240 


Spencer Adkins 
Ricky Jean-Francois 
Al Jones 


Clearwater (FL) Countryside 
Lockport (IL) 

Waynesville (NC) Tuscola 

Gretna (VA) 

Manlius (NY) Christian Brothers.Acad. 
Reserve (LA) East St. John 

Mission Viejo (CA) 


Jamestown (NC) Ragsdale 
Port Arthur (TX) Memorial 
Antioch (TN) 

East Grand Rapids (Ml) 
Denver (CO) Mullen 

Hampton (VA) Phoebus 
North Hollywood (CA) 
Pulaski (AR) Oak Grove 
Skokie (IL) Niles West 
Winnfield (LA) 

Pahokee (FL) 

Olympia (WA) Timberline 
Jacksonville (FL) Sandalwood 
Fort Valley (GA) Peach County 


Lawndale (NC) Burns 

Ramsey (NJ) Don Bosco Prep 
Wellington (FL) 

Conway (SC) 

Long Beach (CA) Long Beach Poly 
Longview (TX) 

Tallahassee (FL) Lincoln 
Bennettsville (SC) Marlboro County 
Nashville (TN) Goodpasture 

Los Angeles (CA) Jefferson 


Galena Park (TX) North Shore 
Hope Mills (NC) South View 


Miami (FL) Northwestern 

Mission Viejo (CA) 

Tyler (TX) Lee 

Lakewood (OH) St. Edwards 
Barrington (IL) 

Orlando (FL) Edgewater 

Los Angeles (CA) Crenshaw 
Plymouth (PA) Wyoming Valley West 
Plainfield (NJ) 

Memphis (TN) Briarcrest Christian 
Moreno Valley (CA) Canyon Springs 
Wheaton (IL) Wheaton South 
Webster (NY) Schroeder 

Lovejoy (GA) 

Denver (CO) Mullen 

Washington (DC) Dunbar 

Houston (TX) Washington 


Naples (FL) 
Miami (FL) Carol City 
New Orleans (LA) St. Augustine 
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100 for Sones 


Justin Mincey 
Geneath Moffett 
Kyle Moore 
Kyle Newell 
J.B. Paxson 
Marcus Shavers 
Averel Spicer 
Ekom Udofia 


Defensive Tackles 


Callahan Bright 
DeMarcus Granger 
James McGillicuddy 
James McKinney 
Jerrell Powe 

Matt Reynolds 
Terrance Taylor 
Kade Weston 
Vincent Williams 
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Linebackers 


Travis Beckum 
Tray Blackmon 
Luther Brown II 
Chris Collins 
Brian Cushing 
Darius Dewberry 
Phillip Dillard 
Jerome Hayes 
Rey Maualuga 
Derek Nicholson 
Ryan Reynolds 
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Defensive Backs 


Victor Harris 

Leon Jackson 

Chris Keys 

Justin King 

Adam Myers-White 
Jamario O'Neal 
Kenneth Phillips 
Melvin Rice Jr. 
Reggie Smith 
Syd'Quan Thompson 


Athletes 


Antonio Bass 
C.J. Byrd 

Todd Cox 

Byron Eaton 
Tim Holloway 
Henry Melton 
Todd Walker 
Aaron Ware 
Derrick Williams 


6- 
6- 
6- 
6- 
6- 
6- 
6- 
5- 
6- 
5- 


, 185 

, 200 

, 210 
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, 190 

, 190 
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Folkston (GA) Charlton County 
Palm Bay (FL) 

Warner Robins (GA) Houston County 
Bethlehem (PA) Catholic 
Greenwood (IN) Center Grove 
Allen (TX) 

Rancho Cucamonga (CA) 
Scottsdale (AZ) Chaparral 


Bryn Mar (PA) Harriton 

Dallas (TX) Kimball 

Worcester (MS) St. John's 
Louisville (KY) Central Michigan 
Waynesboro (MS) Wayne County 
Provo (UT) Timpview 

Muskegon (Ml) 

Red Bank (NJ) 

Dallas (TX) Carter 


Oak Creek (WI) 

LaGrange (GA) 

Lakewood (CA) 

Texarkana (TX) 

Oradell (NJ) Bergen Catholic 
Fort Valley (GA) Peach County 
Jenks (Okla.) 

Bayonne (NJ) 

Eureka (CA) 

Winston Salem (NC) Mt. Tabor 
Las Vegas (NV) Bishop Gorman 


Highland Springs (VA) 
Pasco (WA) 

Port Barre (LA) 
Pittsburgh (PA) Gateway 
Hamilton (OH) 

Cleveland (OH) Glenville 
Miami (FL) Carol City 
Chicago (IL) Morgan Park 
Edmond (OK) Santa Fe 
Sacramento (CA) Grant 


Jackson (Ml) 

North Augusta (SC) 

Memphis (TN) Harding Academy 
Dallas (TX) Lincoln 

Seminary (MS) 

Grapevine (TX) 

Pflugerville (TX) 

Westlake Village (CA) Oaks Christian 
Greenbelt (MD) Eleanor Roosevelt 


— Rankings by Rivals.com 


(ed) al 


ed 


Finishing #1 last season and #2 this year puts LSU in 
the same boat as USC. They have become the two most talented teams 
in college football and for good reason. They both have tremendously 
hard working staffs and head coaches who are relentless in their pursuit 
of blue chip talent. There was no need for quarterbacks after signing two 
of the very best in the country last year but the Tigers helped themselves 
at every other position landing All-Americans in just about every spot. 
Like USC, the Tigers landed three of the country’s top 10 WR’s including 
the top two Early Doucet of St. Martinville, LA and Xavier Carter, from 
Melbourne, FL. On film right now Carter is more of a track star playing 
football, while Doucet and Lavell Hawkins of Stockton, CA are superior 
talents with exceptional moves and soft hands. 

The Tigers landed one of the country’s best group of defensive line 
signees when they inked Charles Alexander (6-3, 265) of Breaux 
Bridge, LA; Glenn Dorsey, a top 100 player from East Ascension, LA; 
the country’s premier DT Marlon Favorite (6-2, 320) of West Jefferson, 
LA, a remarkable athlete who can run a 4.8-40 and bench well over 400 
pounds; Tim Washington returns from last year’s class; he is now a 6-4, 
270 pounder from Houston, TX; Claude Wroten (6-3, 295) a top-notch 
junior college DT from Delta CC and Trumaine Johnson (6-2, 255) from 
Galena Park, TX, a very quick footed and explosive pass rusher. 

As far as offensive linemen are concerned the Tigers were pleased 
with the signing of one of the nation’s top two OT’s Herman Johnson, 
6-7, 400 pounds from Denton, TX who | believe has more potential than 
any OT in the country. He looked great at the U.S. Army game and at 
practice before that game. He was also joined in San Antonio by 
teammate Ryan Miller (6-5, 310) of Lake Charles, LA, who when 
healthy, ranks as one of the top five offensive linemen in the country. 

The Tigers also went into this recruiting season looking for help at 
linebacker and landed one of the top three junior college prospects in 
E.J. Kuale (6-3, 240) of Dodge City CC and the top two backers in the 
state of Louisiana Luke Sanders of West Monroe and Quinn Johnson 
of West St. John. They also got Arkansas’ top linebacker Matt Stoltz, an 
underrated defender from Little Rock. 

Xavier Carter of Melbourne, FL is tough to beat. He’s 
been electronically time in a 10.3 100 meters and at 6-3, 195, he has the 
size and strength to become a dominating receiver at the college level. 

Sleeper: Although Lavelle Hawkins was an ESPN top 100 
prospect, he’s been overshadowed by Xavier Carter and Early Doucet. 
However, if anyone has seen the 5-10, 175 pound speedster from 
Stockton, CA you would understand why | am so high on him. He shows 
weae othe moves, a great burst and outstanding vision. 

ottom Line: |f you combine the Tigers’ last two classes, you 
could say without much argument that they have the most young talent in 
college football. Head Coach Nick Saban has done a remarkable job of 
keeping the in-state talent at home and also raiding the state of Texas for 
some of their blue chip athletes. With one national title under their belt, it 
does not take a fortuneteller to predict that there could be a couple more 
in the very near future. 


- 
Florida fans expected big things this recruiting season 


after the Gators finished #2 in the nation last year, and they were not 
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disappointed. They ventured into this recruiting year looking for help at 
wide receiver, defensive back, offensive line and defensive line and did a 
good job at every one of those positions. In fact, the three defensive line 
signees are all potential All-Americans. This group is led by one of the 
nation’s top three pass rushers Derrick Harvey (6-4, 230) of Greenbelt, 
MD, an explosive ball player with an uncanny knack of finding the QB. 
They also landed Michael Brown, a two-way player who could wind up 
playing either OT or DT in college, he’s a 6-5, 370 pounder from Atlanta, 
and Mike Mangold, another effective pass rusher who hails from Merritt 
Island, FL. Although last season they signed Chad Jackson and Andre 
Caldwell, they were looking to add depth to their wide receiver corp and 
they did it with the signing of Mike McIntosh of Jacksonville and 
Derrick McPhearson of Hyattsville, MD. Both players possess explo- 
sive speed, sure hands and great body control. 

The Gator coaching staff is very excited about their OL haul and in 
particular Drew Miller, a 6-6, 305 pound ESPN 1st Teamer from 
Sarasota, FL but they were also happy to land Jim Tartt (6-4, 310) of 
Crawfordsville, FL; Jason Watkins (6-9, 300) of Lakeland, FL and Phil 
Trautwein (6-7, 310) of Voorhees, Nu. A superior out of state catch was 
RB Markus Manson (6-0, 190) of Tuscaloosa, AL and one of the few 
Alabama prospects to escape the clutches of the Crimson Tide. 

This class has a lot of them but right now Derrick 
Harvey (6-4, 230) of Greenbelt, MD has the highest expectations placed 
on him. This pass rusher deluxe with long arms and explosive moves off 
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QB Blake Barnes 6-3, 205 Baldwyn, MS Georgia 

QB Brian Brohm 6-4,200 Louisville, KY Louisville 
DL Demonte Bolden 6-5,285 Chattanooga, TN Tennessee 
RB Thomas Brown 5-11, 190 Tucker, GA Georgia 

DB Tony Carter 5-10, 170 Jacksonville, FL Florida State 
WR Xavier Carter 6-3, 185 Melbourne, FL LSU 

DB Simeon Castille 6-1, 185 Birmingham, AL Alabama 
WR = Early Doucet 6-2,210 St. Martinsville, LA LSU 

DL Marlon Favorite 6-2,310 Harvey, LA LSU 

RB Michael Hamilton 6-1,205 Melbourne, FL Oklahoma State 
RB Peyton Hillis 6-2,240 Conway, AR Arkansas 
QB Cornelius Ingram 6-5, 205 Hawthorne, FL Florida 

RB Brandon Jackson 6-1,200 Horn Lake, MS Nebraska 
QB Xavier Lee 6-4,205 Daytona Beach, FL Florida State 
RB Markus Manson 6-1, 195 Tuscaloosa, AL Florida 

RB Max Martin 6-2,210 Madison, AL Michigan 

DL Brandon Miller 6-3, 225 Colquitt, GA Georgia 

OL Drew Miller 6-6, 305 Sarasota, FL Florida 

OL Ryan Miller 6-5,280 Lake Charles,LA LSU 

LB Keith Rivers 6-3, 230 Lake Mary, FL USC 

RB Darius Walker 5-11, 190 Buford, GA Notre Dame 
RB Bobby Washington  6-0,200 Miami, FL Miami 

QB Drew Weatherford 6-4, 195 LandO'Lakes,FL Florida State 
RB Ja’Kouri Williams 5-11,195 Plaquemine, LA Tennessee 
LB Willie Williams 6-2,228 Carol City, FL Miami 

“Top 25 recruits from the SEC region 
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the ball has the ability to see action in 2004. 

Sleeper: Mcintosh Nicolas (6-3, 180) of Immokalee, FL is known 
more for track than football but that could all change in the next couple of 
years once he shows his blazing speed and good football sense at either 
WR or DB. 

Bottom hime: Ron Zook and his staff did a great job of recruiting 
their needs this season after the blockbuster year in 2003. When you 
combine the two classes, the Gators should be one of the most gifted and 
talented teams in the country within the next couple of years. 


Tennessee 


For the second year in a row Tennessee has finished 
9th in the national recruiting race, and once again, it was because of a 
strong finish. Although they missed out on their #1 prospect QB Brian 
Brohm, they still landed two of the nation’s premier quarterbacks in Erik 
Ainge (6-2, 200) of Hillsboro, OR, and Brent Schaeffer, a 6-3, 190 
pound left hander from Deerfield Beach, FL. Although they have different 
styles, both are tremendous athletes with strong arms. Head coach Phil 
Fulmer is also excited about their OL haul and it was a very impressive 
one led by JC All-American Albert Toeaina (6-5, 340) of San Francisco 
CC. He should be plugged into the starting lineup by September. 

Tennessee also landed the FB prospect they were looking for in 
David Holbert (6-2, 225) of Nashville who ranks as one of the nation’s 
top four FB prospects. Since they only signed one LB prospect last year, 
it was imperative that they add depth to that position this year and they 
certainly did. This group is led by ESPN All-American Robert Ayers (6-3, 
225) of Bennettsville, SC and that also includes the top LB prospect in 
Virginia Jerod Mayo of Hampton and former PFR A.A. Antonio 
Reynolds of Hargrave Military Academy. 

Acouple of other standouts in this class are ESPN and U.S. Army 
All-American Demonte Bolden (6-5, 295) of Chattanooga who ranks as 
one of the nation’s premier DL prospects; Prep Football Report A.A. 
Xavier Mitchell (6-4, 245) of Long Beach Mississippi, one of the most 
underrated DL prospects in the nation. 

Demonte Bolden is a 6-5, 300 pound defensive 
lineman from Chattanooga who ranks as the best DL prospect from that 
city since Reggie White. He's big, fast and strong. 

Sleeper: Linebacker Jerod Mayo (6-2, 215) from Hampton, VA 
has not received the kind of attention he deserves. He’s a very fast and 
physical backer, and a sure tackler. 

Bottom bine: Head coach Phil Fulmer has once again proven 
his recruiting ability is second to none. The state of Tennessee is not a 
state loaded with talent, so the VOLS must be successful out of state in 
order to stay at the top of the SEC. This season 18 of their 24 players 
were from out of state and were 18 of the most recruited players in 
the nation. 


Georgia 


Once again the Bulldogs did one heck of a job in 

keeping the majority of the top in-state players at home, but they did fall a 
little short in their out of state recruiting. With that said, the in-state group 
is a very athletic one and consists of at least four players with All- 
American ability. That group is led by LB Brandon Miller (6-4, 220) of 
Colquitt, GA who has the ability to play either OLB or DE in college and 
can become a dominant player at either position. The Bulldogs staff are 
also excited about RB Thomas Brown of Tucker, GA, who when healthy, 
could rate as one of the nation’s premier tailback prospects. 

Other in-state standouts heading to Athens will be one of the nation’s 


premier track stars Michael Grant, a DB from Stone Mountain and his 
teammate LB Josh Johnson. Grant has terrific potential at CB. 

Out of state Georgia did pull in one of the south’s top QB prospects 
in Blake Barnes of Baldwin, MS. | was impressed with his ability to 
accurately throw the football and his coolness under pressure. They are 
also excited about two-way player WR-DB Jamar Bryant of Rocking- 
ham, NC and his teammate DB Dannell Ellerbe. 

Linebacker Brandon Miller (6-4, 220) of Colquitt, GA 
was involved in a very heavy recruiting battle between FSU and Georgia 
and the Bulldogs eventually won out for this outstanding defender who 
has exceptional quickness, balance, body control and tackling ability. 

Sleeper: The two-way back Ramarcus Brown from East Point, 
GA had to take a backseat in-state to Thomas Brown but had a better 
senior campaign as an RB, despite his lack of size (5-11, 165), remark- 
able balance, speed and vision. 

Bottom hLine: The Bulldogs certainly have control of their own 
state, and once they put it all together in their out of state recruiting, they 
will be battling for a national recruiting title. This season they filled their 
needs at running back, wide receiver and defensive line and came up 
short at offensive line where only Seth Watts (6-5, 290) of Sandersville, 
GA was signed. 


sees! | Head coach Mike Shula learned many things during his 
days as a player at the University of Alabama, and I’m sure one of them 
was the fact that the loyalty of the huge in-state fan base is unquestioned. 
What comes as no surprise is to see that Alabama used that loyalty to 
land 20 of the state’s top 27 prospects this recruiting season, and enough 
good ones to land them at the #15 position in the final recruiting stand- 
ings. Coach Shula and his staff hit the state early and often recruiting 
more for talent than needs. However, both were accomplished in the end. 
They did not venture out of state much but when they did they were able 
to land blue chip DL Lorenzo Washington (6-5, 270) of Loganville, GA; 
WR Will Oakley (6-1, 190) of St. Augustine, FL and WR-DB D.J. Hall (6- 
3, 185) of Fort Walton Beach, FL, the Panhandle’s top prospect. 

However, when you talk about this year’s Crimson Tide’s recruiting 
class you have to talk about their extremely impressive in-state haul, a 
group that was led by U.S. Army All-American DB Simeon Castille of 
Birmingham and including the state’s top three tight ends Trent David- 
son of Brewton; Travis McCall of Prattville and Nick Walker of 
Brundidge. They also landed the state’s top QB prospect John Parker 
Wilson of Hoover. The top DL in Justin Britt (6-4, 250) of Cullman and 
three of the top four OL prospects Cody Davis (6-5, 270) of Tuscaloosa; 
B.J. Stabler of Grove Hill and Drew Davis (6-6, 270) of Evergreen. Also 
signing up was five of the state’s top DB prospects, the above-mentioned 
Castille and including Marcus Carter and Aaron McDaniel both of Fort 
Payne, Travis Robinson of Tuscaloosa and Aaron Johns of 
Thomasville. Another huge catch was WR Nikita Stover (6-1, 190) of 
Hartselle, who is considered to be one of the top three prospects in the 
entire state. 

Simeon Castille is an exceptional cover corner and 
hitter on defense. He is the son of a former Alabama All-American 
Jeremiah Castille. 

Sleeper: D.J. Hall is a WR-DB from Fort Walton Beach, FL who is 
very effective on either side of the ball with the height, speed, leaping 
ability and body control to become a go-to guy at wide receiver. 

ottom Line: If Coach Shula can keep recruiting the state of 
Alabama like he did this past season, sprinkle each class with a few out 
of state blue chippers, then you can bet the Crimson Tide will be back on 
course quickly fighting for an SEC title. 


FAMOUS FOR FOOD, 
FUN & FRIENDS 


Over 10,000,000 oysters served! 
Oyster Mania Daily 


(Times vary by location.) 


Destin © Florida 
Hoover © Alabama 


Seafood - Steaks - Chicken 
Salads - Sandwiches 


Watch your favorite sports teams at either 


location! 
Just off Hwy. 31 Across from Silver Sands Outlets 
1901 A Hoover Court 125 Poinciana Boulevard 
Hoover, AL Destin, FL 


205-823-6455 850-837-4399 
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Head coach Lou Holtz and his ace recruiter Dave 


Roberts once again finished strong landing several All-Americans the last 
week of recruiting. It was a pretty good year for talent in the state of 
South Carolina and the Gamecocks got their share starting with DL 
Dorian Capers (6-6, 275) of Beaufort, a potential All-American with the 
size and quickness to play as a freshman; small but productive RB 
Kendrick Lynch of Spartanburg; LB Alonzo Middleton (6-2, 230) of 
Orangeburg; DB K.O. Simpson (6-2, 180) of Rockhill; DL James 
Meredith (6-6, 260) of Simpsonville and two of the Atlantic Coasts top 
prospects U.S. Army All-American OL James Thompson (6-5, 310) of 
Sumpter and game-breaking WR Sidney Rice (6-4, 190) of Gaffney. 
Another top in-state prospect was DB-LB C.J. Barber of Rock Hill. 

Out of state the Gamecocks were able to lure one of the top DL 
prospects in the nation to Columbia Marque Hall (6-5, 310) of Marshville, 
NC, an All-American in waiting at either the OT, OG or DT positions; QB 
Antonio Heffner (6-3, 185) of Memphis, one of the top three prospects 
in western Tennessee; DL Kevin Mainord, an underrated DT (6-4, 265) 
of Coalmont, TN and the top OL prospect in Mississippi Josh Winchell 
(6-5, 310) of Southhaven. The Gamecocks also landed one of the top 
junior college prospects in the country in DB Jonathan Joseph (5-11, 
190) of Coffeyville CC. 

DL Marque Hall (6-5, 310) of Marshville Forest Hill, 
NC was an impenetrable force at DT with unusual quickness, body 
control and balance. Benches 400 pounds and can dominate on either 
side of the ball. 

Sleeper: DB C.J. Barber of Rock Hill, NC put on 20 pounds 
between his junior and senior year and became a force playing both CB 
and FS. Has the size and speed to wind up playing LB in college. 

Bottom hime: The Gamecocks got the wide receiver they were 
looking for in Sidney Rice. They also filled their needs along the offense 
and defensive lines. This class, along with their #11 ranked class in 2003, 
should help propel the Gamecocks back to the top of the Southeast 
Conference. 


Ole Miss 


The Rebels stayed close to home for the majority of 
their prospects this year, and that proved to be a good decision. With 
Mississippi State changing coaches, the Rebels decided to hit the state of 
Mississippi even harder than they have in the past and came up big on 
several top-notch players. Most notably WR Tony Burks (6-4, 200) of 
Gulfport, MS who announced during the U.S. Army All-American game; 
one of the country's top RB prospects Lavarus Giles (6-1, 200) of Benoit 
and a couple of very talented OL’s in David Traxler (6-6, 260) of Jackson 
and Lance Lee (6-6, 265) of Oxford. One of the state’s top two LB 
prospects in Gary Pack (6-1, 220) of Hattiesburg; DB JaMarca Sanford 
of Batesville; LB Reterio Brown (6-2, 230) of Batesville and potential All- 
American RB-DB Terrell Jackson (5-11, 185) of Puckett. 

Out of state the Rebels were just about as successful and were able 
to talk DL Chris Bowers (6-3, 240) of Shreveport, LA into signing. They 
also landed junior college All-American WR Larry Kendrick (6-0, 210) of 
Pearl River CC; DL Alton Pettaway, another junior college standout 
from Itawamba CC; DB Dustin Mouzon of Orlando, FL; one of the top 
three prospects in the state of Tennessee DL Corey Mills (6-5, 270) of 
Memphis and a two-time All-Stater. 

Wide receiver Tony Burks is a 6-4, 200 pound 
receiver who has averaged over 20 yds per catch during his prep career. 
This Gulfport, Mississippi native is a tough receiver with strong hands and 
deceptive speed. 


Sleeper: Dion Gales (6-5, 255) of New Orleans, LA was over- 
looked since that city had four defensive line All-Americans this season. 
He is quick, big and tough and exceptional against the run. 

Bottom hime: The Rebels came on strong near the end and 
were able to land several potential All-Americans. They really helped 
themselves on both sides of the line, got the RB they were looking for in 
Giles and certainly filled their needs at wide receiver. 


The Razorbacks addressed their needs at every 
single position this recruiting season getting particularly good help at 
offensive line, defensive back, wide receiver and running back. Once 
again they did a very good job in-state landing just about every top 
prospect in the state including RB Peyton Hillis (6-1, 245) of Conway; 
RB Weston Dacus (6-2, 225) of Searcy; OL Marcus Harrison (6-4, 
300) of Little Rock; OL Jon Luigs (6-4, 300) of Little Rock; WR Marcus 
Monk (6-6, 210) of Lepanto; TE Mare Winston (6-7, 235) of Little Rock; 
super talented DT Freddie Barnett (6-0, 300) of Texarkana; the multi- 
talented WR Jamaal Anderson (6-5, 210) of Little Rock and LB Freddie 
Fairchild of Little Rock. 

The blue chip out of state prospects heading to Fayetteville are All- 
American QB Alex Mortensen (6-2, 190) of Fairburn, GA; LB Zach 
Schneider (6-3, 215) of Tulsa, DL Michael Tate (6-4, 240) of Tulsa, OK 
and WR Anthony Brown 6-5, 215 of Delta CC Mississippi. They also did 
a good job of recruiting the state of Texas landing DB Shedrick John- 
son of Sweeny; super fast DB Material Richardson (5-10, 195) of 
Marlin; DB Desmond Williams of Euless; OL Ryan Young (6-6, 305) of 
Waco and DB D’Nearian Wrighter of Marlin. 

Running back Peyton Hillis of Conway, AR rushed for 
2,631 yds and 29 TDs this season. He’s got the size, speed, strength and 
balance to start as a true freshman. 

Sleeper: Wide receiver Marcus Monk (6-6, 210) of Lepanto East 
Poinsett County, AR came out of nowhere to develop into one of the most 
talented WR prospects in the country. He possesses sure hands, 
deceptive speed and great leaping ability. 

ottom Line: Armed with a new contract head coach Houston 
Nutt hit the recruiting trail with a lot of energy and promise and certainly 
came up big. This is a very big, athletic class heading to Fayetteville, with 
ball players who will not be satisfied sitting on the bench, even as 
freshmen. 


Kentucky 


Head coach Rich Brooks and recruiting coordinator 

Joker Phillips did an outstanding job of bringing athletes at just about every 
position to Lexington. They went into this recruiting season needing help at 
wide receiver, defensive line and defensive back along with offensive line 
and came up big at every position. Offensive line wise they are excited 
about Prep Football Report All-American Micah Jones (6-5, 335) of 
Mayfield, KY; Aaron Miller (6-6, 300) of Grayson, KY; junior college All- 
American Ernie Pelayo (6-6, 290) of Southwestern CC; Kane Hannaford 
(6-6, 335) of Palmetto, FL and Garry Williams (6-3, 270) of Louisville. 

Along the DL underrated and quick-footed Nii Adjei Oninku (6-3, 
240) of Clayton, OH was a big catch as was JC All-American Cedric 
Koger (6-5, 250) of Dodge City CC and B. J. Parsons (6-5, 255) of 
Saddleback CC. Those DL’s will add speed to the defense as will LB 
Gabe Wallace (6-1, 225) of Fort Campbell, KY and LB Johnny 
Williams (6-3, 235) of Neptune Beach, FL. Three ball players who could 
see significant playing time as true freshman are RB Tony Dixon (5-10, 
190) of Parish, AL, one of that state’s top three RB prospects; RB Rafael 
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Little (6-0, 190) of Anderson, SC, the top RB prospect in South Carolina and 
one of the nation’s premier WR prospects Lonnell Dewalt (6-7, 215) of 
Bowling Green, KY. 

Lonnell Dewalt (6-7, 215) of Bowling Green Warren 
Central a couple of years ago was a basketball player who tried to play 
football. Now it looks like Lonnell is a football player who also plays basket- 
ball. He has a wide wingspan, can out jump most defenders and uses his 4.6 
speed to his great advantage when he is in the open field. 

Sleeper: Offensive lineman Aaron Miller (6-6, 300) of Grayson East 
Carter, KY did not get the kind of publicity that Micah Jones did, however, | 
believe he’s got just as much talent. On film he sets a wide base, keeps his 
feet under him, shows good punch when coming out of his stance. 

mi Lime: Coach Brooks has the Wildcats going in the right 
direction. For the first time in a while they are battling for big-time prospects 
and winning a few of those battles in the process. 


AY Auburn 


= Although they lost the majority of the top prospects in 
state to Alabama, the Tigers recovered nicely picking up some blue 
chippers from Georgia, Florida, Mississippi and Louisiana. | just men- 
tioned they lost the majority of the top players in the state but not all. A 
big late catch for the Tigers was LB Tony Bell (6-2, 205) of Alabaster, 
one of the top prospects in the south. They are also excited about OL 
John Watts (6-6, 270) of Russellville and Courtney Harden, a 6-1, 210 
pound LB from Leighton. They hit Georgia hard and successfully landing 
very athletic LB Octavious Balkcom (6-3, 230) of Blakely; one of the 
top athletes in the state QB Calvin Booker (6-4, 205) of Atlanta; RB 
Kenny Irion of Dacula, who just transferred from South Carolina; WR 
James Swinton of Tucker; one of the top RB prospects in the south 
Brad Lester (5-11, 175) of Lilburn and DB Tristan Davis of Atlanta. 

Auburn has always done a good job in the state of Florida and this 
year was no exception. They are excited about their Sunshine state 
signees DL Pat Sims (6-4, 280) of Fort Lauderdale, DL Tyronne Green 
(6-3, 275) of Pensacola; QB Blake Field of Tallahassee and CB 
Anthony Campbell of Hialeah. A couple of other huge catches were RB 
Michael McLaughlin (6-2, 220) and DB Steve Gandy (6-1, 195) both 
of Wayne County High School in Waynesboro, MS, and | rank them as 
two of the top ten prospects in that state. A couple of other big-time out 
of state catches were DL Greg Smith 6-3, 300 of Chattanooga; DL 
Korey Raymond (6-4, 270) of Reserve, LA and Prep Football Report 
All-American RB Jerald Watson (5-11, 205) of Morgan City, LA. 

The biggest out of state catch was offensive lineman 
Leon Hart of Columbia Spring Valley, SC who perhaps ranks as the 
most athletic of all the nation’s top offensive line prospects. He can play 
either OT or OG in college. 

Sleeper: Running back Michael McLaughlin (6-2, 220) of 
Waynesboro, MS did not receive the kind of recognition that he deserves 
but he’s a big, powerful back with deceptive speed and excellent 
balance. 

Bottom bine: Despite the problems that the Tigers had almost 
changing coaches in late November, they rebounded well and finished 
with a strong kick. They certainly filled their needs at running back, 
quarterback, linebacker, offensive line and defensive line. 


is bringing to Starkville, especially when you consider the fact that they 
had a little over a month to put it together. The ball players I've been very 
impressed with are our Prep Football Report All-American linebacker 


Rory Johnson (6-2, 215) of Vicksburg, a lightening quick backer with 
the speed to run down the fastest of backs; DB Gabe O’Neal (6-2, 210) 
of Columbus, a hard-hitting safety with the size and skills to effectively 
move to linebacker; one of the top cover corners in the south DB Mario 
Bobo (6-1, 175) of Batesville; OL Jeff Farr (6-4, 305) of Pell City, AL; 
one of the top centers in the south RB Demarcus Johnson, an 
underrated, hard-charging and productive back from College Park, GA; 
one of the best DL prospects in the south Anthony Strauder (6-4, 285) 
of Natchez and one of the top prospects in the state of Alabama RB 
Brandon Thornton (5-11, 185) from Homewood, AL. The Bulldogs 
needed help at linebacker and at tight end and they got it with the 
signing of two junior college All-Americans LB Damien Huren (6-1, 215) 
of Southwest Mississippi CC and TE Robert Walker (6-4, 270) of 
Southwest Mississippi CC. 

Rory Johnson (6-2, 215) of Vicksburg, MS was one 
of the hardest hitting and fastest linebackers in the country. He’s been 
timed in a 10.8 100 meters in track and can hit like a ton of bricks. 

Sleeper: Running back Brandon Thornton (5-11, 185) from 
Homewood, AL was overshadowed in the state of Alabama last season 
by Max Martin and Markus Manson and more than held his own on the 
field. Quick with great vision, he has the potential to see a lot of playing 
time as a true freshman. 

Bottom bine: This is a remarkable class considering how little 
time the Bulldogs had to put it together. They addressed their problems 
at wide receiver, defensive back and at running back but also helped 
themselves along the offensive line. 


Vanderbilt 


Because of their academic requirements, Vandy must 
recruit nationally, or at least everywhere east of the Mississippi, and this year 
they did just that. They signed 19 players from ten different states including 
six from the state of Tennessee. That group includes four outstanding 
defensive linemen Teo Horrocks (6-3, 260) of Fayetteville; Jeremy Gales 
(6-5, 250) of Columbia; DeMarcus Bradley (6-2, 260) of Springfield and 
blue chip Lamar Divens (6-4, 270) of Fayetteville. These four ball players 
have the size, speed and athletic ability to make an immediate impact on the 
Commodore defensive line. Another ball player who could contribute right 
away is QB Chris Nickson (6-0, 195) of Brundidge, AL, a strong-armed QB 
with outstanding running skills. They are also very excited about super swift 
WR Sean Walker of Louisville, GA; All-State OL Hamilton Holliday (6-3, 
290) of Marietta, GA and one of the top prep school prospects in the country 
DL Gabe Hall (6-2, 295) of Fork Union, VA. Many people consider Brad 
Allen, a 6-4, 230 pound tight end from Venice, FL to be that state’s top TE 
prospect. He is a big target with excellent speed, body control and soft 
hands. A ball player who could contribute right away is undersized but very 
quick and talented DT Brandon Holmes (6-2, 250) from Garland, TX. 

Defensive lineman Lamar Divens is a 6-4, 270 pounder 
from Fayetteville Lincoln County, TN who is a superior athlete who averages 
15 points and 6 rebounds a game as a center in basketball and who totaled 
70 tackles and 12 QB sacks at DT. A two-time All-Stater. 

Sleeper: Quarterback Chris Nickson (6-0, 195) of Brundidge Pike 
County, AL runs a 4.4 and accounted for over 3,000 yds in total offense last 
season. 

Bottom Line: Athletic wise, this class is outstanding. The Com- 
modores really filled their needs along the defensive line with big, quick and 
active defenders and they also signed four running backs to add depth at 
that position. They went into this recruiting season looking for athletes and 
they certainly got more than their share. 
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— Tom Lemming, Prep Football Report 
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LSU 


TENNESSEE 


AUBURN 


FLORIDA 
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ALABAMA 
OLE MISS 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


ARKANSAS 
10. KENTUCKY 
171. VANDERBILT 
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fter reneging on a promise to put an 

escalator in his house after Georgia 

won the SEC championship in 2002, 
Bullclogs coach Mark Richt is making another 
promise. 
Richt dlicin’t deliver the goods to his son 
(then 6 years old) on his preposterous preseason 
promise — an escalator? But a new pledge to 
heat the family swimming pool if the Bulldogs 
win the SEC ... that would not be lost as an 
empty gesture. 

After going 20 years between SEC titles 
(1982-2002), it won't take Georgia that long to 
win another one. The Bulldogs made it to a sec- 
ond consecutive SEC championship game last 
season despite having to replace the entire offen- 
sive line, a 1,300-yard rusher and the school's all- 
time leading receiver. 

They'll make it three consecutive East titles. 

Tennessee is solid at all positions except 


SEC EAST 
1. Georgia 


GOOD NEWS 


2. Tennessee 


3. Florida 
4. S, Carolina 
5. Kentucky 


6. Vanderbilt 


SEC WEST 


1. LSU 
Exceptional running game. 


2. Auburn 


3. Alabama 
at LB. Could start 6-0. 


4. Ole Miss 
is terrific at molding QBs. 


5. Arkansas 


Returns most talent in SEC. QB 
Greene, DE Pollack are all-stars. 


More weapons on offense. Defen- 
sive front seven should improve. 


QB Leak was freshman All-Ameri- 
can. Gators showed guts last year. 


~ Lou Holtz will take more active role 
in offense. Top 3 rushers return. 


Return 9 starters from an improved 
defense. Favorable home schedule. 


QB Cutler is dangerous threat. 
Returns most starters in SEC (21). 
Nick Saban has stockpiled talent. 
Still has best 1-2 RB punch in SEC. 
Opens season against 2 weak foes. 
QB Croyle has cannon arm. Strong 
3 of top 4 receivers return. Cutcliffe 


QB Jones returns. DL should be 
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quarterback and the secondary. Florida, which 
shared the East title with Georgia and Tennessee 
last year, has a terrific talent in quarterback Chris 
Leak, but the Gators lost 13 starters. 

In the West, national champion LSU should 
win its division again. But the Tigers lost six offen- 
sive starters, must replace its quarterback and 
face a brutal schedule. 


EAST DIVISION 

No SEC team retums more talent than Geor- 
gia, which welcomes back 17 starters, 10 on 
offense. Consider, too, that Georgia faces two of 
its toughest conference opponents — LSU and 
Tennessee — in Athens. David Greene is the best 
quarterback in the league and is surrounded by 
solid receivers and a veteran offensive line. 

Defensive end David Pollack went from 14 
sacks in 2002 to 7.5 last year, so he dropped 30 
pounds to 262 to improve his quickness. Georgia 


SEC Picks 


BAD NEWS 
Lost great PK. WRs and RBs banged 
up in the spring. Can't beat Florida. 


Must replace QB Clausen, Lost 3 
secondary starters. 


Just too dang young. Lost too many 
key starters. Can Zook coach? 


Offense doesn't have enough flair or 
firepower. Rugged schedule. 


Must replace QB Lorenzen and all- 
purpose return specialist, WR Abney. 


Not enough talent to compete in 
SEC. Lacks team speed. 


Must find dependable QB. Lost WR 
Clayton to NFL. Rough schedule. 


Still unproven passing game. Lost 5 
key defensive starters. 


This Shula hasn't proven he can coach. 
Lost 2 key linemen early to NFL. 


Cutcliffe won't have a Manning for 
second time since 1994. 


4 Hogs turned pro early, including 


Being Ghasad . 
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will again have one of the nation’s top defenses. 

Four-year starter Casey Clausen has left Ten- 
nessee, leaving the starting job up for grabs 
between his brother Rick (an LSU transfer), and C.J. 
Leak, older brother of Florida's quarterback. 

The Vols must improve their running game 
and replace three starters in the secondary. 

Chris Leak is good enough to carry an 
offense, but lost his top three pass-catchers, 
including TE Ben Troupe. Florida must improve a 
defense that ranked No. 51 in the nation. 

The jury is still out on coach Ron Zook. He 
beat three top 11 teams on the road last year, but 
still went 8-5 and had to rally to beat Kentucky 
and South Carolina. 

South Carolina coach Lou Holtz fired four 
assistants and demoted his son from offensive 
coordinator to quarterbacks coach after going 2-6 


OUR CALL 
After 20 years between titles, Dawgs win SEC for 2nd 
time in 3 years. 


A loss at Georgia will keep Vols out of SEC title game. 


Despite Leak, don’t have enough experience or 
defense to win East. 


4 new coaches will spice it up. Talent gap separates 
SC from top. 


Will be one of SEC’s most improved teams, could 
earn bowl trip. 


Has closed the talent gap on some teams; can’t get ‘ 
over the hump. 


It might be all within reach again: West Division, SEC, 
national title. 


Comfortable in underdog role. New offensive coordi- 
nator Borges could be key. 


Bowl eligible again; should finish above .500. Can't 
afford injuries. 


Won't fall off map. Offense should produce. Defense a 
concern. 


Jones is a playmaker, but won't get much help. Could 


solid. Plays well in underdog role. OL Andrews. Return just 6 starters. be losing season. 


Sylvester Croom brings sense of 
excitement and discipline to Starkville. 


One of best players, RB Turner, got 
dismissed. Overall lack of talent. 


Will be more disciplined, but still won't win many 
games. 


PLAYER PLAYER 


PLAYER OF THE VEAR OF THE YEAR OF THEVEAR: 


By 
David Pollack 
DT, Georgia 


Albert Toeaina 
OT, Tennessee 


Carnell Williams David Greene 
RB, Auburn QB, Georgia 


in the SEC and allowing 63 points to Clemson. Holtz hopes to crack the .500 mark 
for the first time since the 2001 season as he retums 16 starters. 

For the first time in four years, Jared Lorenzen won't be Kentucky's quarterback. 
Shane Boyd assumes the reins. The Wildcats retum 17 starters, nine on a defense 
that will make them competitors, but not winners. 

Same for Vanderbilt, which has won just two SEC games in the past four years. 
The outlook is brighter, as an SEC-high 21 starters retum, including quarterback Jay 
Cutler (2,646 total yards). 


LSU lost three players who bypassed their senior seasons, but is on the verge of a 
mini-dynasty. The Tigers have the best secondary, the best offensive line and the sec- 
ond-best collection of running backs in the SEC. The primary concem is the play at QB, 
where senior Marcus Randall will compete with redshirt freshmen JaMarcus Russell 
and Matt Flynn. 

Aubum should be better than the team that stumbled out of the gates 0-2 last 
year. Quarterback Jason Campbell has another year under his belt and the running 
game is one of the SEC's best. 

Alabama went 4-9, its most losses in a season since 1955. The Crimson Tide 
retums 16 starters, but lost tailback Shaud Williams (1,367 yards) and two high draft 
picks who left early — offensive lineman Justin Smiley and defensive lineman Antwan 
Odom. Given the schedule, though, don’t be shocked if the Tide starts 7-0. 

Ole Miss had its first 10-win season since 1971. Despite losing star quarterback 
Eli Manning, Micheal Spurlock has some skills, and coach David Cutcliffe is a master at 
developing quarterbacks. 

Arkansas retums just six starters — fewest in the SEC. Gifted quarterback Matt 
Jones — the only retuming starter on offense — gives the Hogs a chance. 

First-year Mississippi State coach Sylvester Croom inherits a program that has 
won just eight games over the past three years. Moreover, Croom, dismissed one 
of his best players, running back Nick Tumer. 

— Jimmy Hyams 


Honer Roll 


Most Accurate Passer David Greene Georgia 


OL 


DL 


David Greene 
Carnell Williams 
Justin Vincent 
Fred Gibson 
Skyler Green 
David Jones 

Ben Wilkerson 
Michael Munoz 
Andrew Whitworth 
Marcus McNeill 
Max Jean-Gilles 
Jonathan Nichols 


f pes Pollack 


Chris Leak 
Kregg Lumpkin 
Cedric Houston 
Reggie Brown 
Bill Flowers 
Victor McClure 
Mike Degory 
Marcus Johnson 
Wesley Britt 
Doug Buckles 
Justin Geisinger 
Matt Leach 


Strongest Arm 

Best Scrambler 

Coolest in the Clutch 
Toughest to Bring Down 
Best Hands 

Most Dangerous Deep Threat 
Best Pass Blocker 

Best Run Blocker 

Best Pass Rusher 

Best Cover Corner 
Special Teams Demon 


Brodie Croyle 
Matt Jones 
David Greene 
Carnell Williams 
Tony Brown 
Fred Gibson 
Michael Munoz 
Max Jean-Gilles 
David Pollack 
Corey Webster 
Thomas Davis 


Alabama 
Arkansas 
Georgia 
Auburn 
Tennessee 
Georgia 
Tennessee 
Georgia 
Georgia 
LSU 
Georgia 
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Georgia 
Tennessee 
Georgia 
Ole Miss 
Tennessee 
Florida 

Ole Miss 
Alabama 
Ole Miss 
Vanderbilt 
Florida 
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HUNGRY SHARK. 


LAND SHARK 3/4 FOOTBALL 


You want to win. But do your cleats want it as bad as the rest of you? 
Make it happen with the Land Shark. It provides maximum support and 
performance, And you know what that means—maximum championships. 


IBBETT SPORTS 


www.hibbett.com 


Kentucky at Louisville 


Texas at Arkansas Hogs scored big upset last year in battle of former SWC foes. 

Ole Miss at Alabama Tide tries to bounce back from 9-loss season, takes on 10-win team. 
Georgia at South Carolina SEC favorite Bulldogs test new-look Gamecocks in league opener. 
Auburn at Mississippi State — Croom makes SEC debut against ranked — and hungry — opponent. 


Coach Rich Brooks starts his second season on the road against a rival. 
Oregon State at LSU Tigers begin national title defense against dangerous Pac-10 foe. 
Tulane at Mississippi State Sylvester Croom, SEC's first black head football coach, makes debut. 


LSU at Auburn Two Western favorites square off in key early season contest. 
Florida at Tennessee In East showdown, Gators have won the past two in Knoxville. 
Auburn at Tennessee Tigers knocked Vols out of SEC title game last year. 
LSU at Georgia Tigers swept two last year in battle of SEC's two best teams. 
LSU at Florida LSU’s lone loss last year was to Florida; Tigers won here easily in ’02. 
Tennessee at Georgia This could decide East champion; Dawgs have won four straight. 
Ay ’ 
Tennessee at Ole Miss Rebels coach Cutcliffe faces former team ('82-98) for first time. we “4 
2 
Alabama at Tennessee UT won in 5 OTs last year; rivalry spiced by off-field disputes. a% % a 


Florida-Georgia (J'ville) Gators have won 13 of the past 14 in World’s Largest Cocktail Party. 


Notre Dame at Tennessee Vols have won 3 straight against Irish: 1991, 1999, 2001. 


Alabama at LSU Tigers might need this to win West, Tide to gain respect. 
Georgia at Auburn Teams in different divisions could have impact on division races. 
Auburn at Alabama This one is so huge, it has its own name: the Iron Bowl. 

Florida at Florida State There’s not a more bitter rivalry in the country than this one. 

Ole Miss at LSU A once-great rivalry gone south has been revived again. 


South Carolina atClemson _Tigers hung 63 on USC last year, leading to four fired assistants. 


Mississippi State at Ole Miss Egg Bow! won't be on Thanksgiving or ESPN for first time in 6 years. 
Georgia Tech at Georgia Dawgs have taken control of this in-state rivalry. 


Top 10 NFL farent 


1. Carnell Williams 
2. Marcus Spears 

3. Thomas Davis 
4. Corey Webster 


5. David Pollack 

6. Ronnie Brown 

7. Andrew Whitworth 
8. Wesley Britt 

9. David Greene 

10. Kevin Burneit 


RB 
DE 


SS 


CB 
DE 
RB 


OT 
QB 


Sr. 
Sr. 
Stl 
Sr. 

Sr. 
Sr. 


Auburn 
LSU 


_ Georgia 


LSU 
Georgia 


Auburn | 


LSU 
Alabama 
Georgia 


Quickness, good vision has drawn comparisons to Clinton Portis. 


Converted TE is athletic, excellent pass rusher, very active. 
Vicious hitter, had team-high 138 tackles, good cover skills. 


One of nation’s best cover corners, 7 picks each of past 2 years. 


Great motor, had 14 sacks in 2002, 7.5 last year. 


_ Rushed for 1,008 yards in ’02 after Williams hurt. Tough inside. 


One of Tiger’s best-ever OL, he’s 6-7, 325, runs 5.0; great feet. 
Another huge linemen (6-8, 312), who can run block and protect. 
Accurate passer, smart, tough. Can be NCAA winningest QB. 


Tennessee Slowed by ACL, still had 90 tackles last year. Great talent. 
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The growing family of 
Honours Golf courses... 


Limestone Springs Birmingham, Alabama 
Highland Park Birmingham, Alabama 
FarmLinks Birmingham, Alabama 

Rock Creek Fairhope, Alabama 
Peninsula Gulf Shores, Alabama 

Kelly Plantation Destin, Florida 

Bay Point Panama City, Florida 

Slammer & Squire St. Augustine, Florida 
King & Bear S:. Augustine, Florida 


Reunion Jackson, Mississippi 


SS6OOOOOG0006 


Bentwater Adanta, Georgia 


From the iced-down apples on the first tee 
to the ice-cold towels delivered to you on a 
sweltering day, an Honours Golf experience 
is always memorable. Superbly conditioned 
courses. Meticulously managed facilities. 
Quality service delivered with pride and 
passion. Whenever you play an 
Honours Golf course, = 

expect the best...and 


experience it. 


M-AN‘A GED BY 


(i } HONOURS GOLF 


The Fifteenth At King & Bear 


For tee times, call toll-free 1-866-HONOURS + www.honoursgolf.com 


Croom Returns to SEC ...but not at Bama 


watershed event. 

Mississippi State became the first SEC school to hire an 
African-American head football coach, luring former Alabama All- 
American Sylvester Croom from the Green Bay Packers. 

Alabama had a chance to hire Croom the previous year, but 
elected to bring in former Crimson Tide quarterback Mike Shula. 

If it wasn’t enough for State to steal the Tide’s thunder by 
appointing one of Bear Bryant's favorite players, Alabama gaffed in the 
spring by changing the name of the team’s Commitment to Excellence 
Award from the Sylvester Croom Award to the Bart Starr Award. 

Huh? 

Shula explained that it didn't make sense to have an award in 
honor of another SEC coach. But within days, he and Alabama realized 
how bad it looked — at the very least — to suggest such a limited 
definition of loyalty in the program. Shula apologized to Croom and 
changed the award back to Croom’s name. 


T he SEC had just one head coaching change, but it was a 


Coaching Changes 

While Croom is the only new head coach in the SEC, several 
schools made changes in coordinators. 

The most controversial was at South Carolina, where head coach 
Lou Holtz demoted his son Skip Holtz from offensive coordinator to 
quarterbacks coach. Lou Holtz, who fired four other assistants, will 
assume the role of play caller. Even though Lou Holtz said after a 5-7 
season that he would take over the offense, he refused to confirm until 
the start of spring practice that Skip wouldn't be the coordinator. 

After firing the defensive coordinator, Coach Lou hired former 


Four-Year Standings 


Cincinnati head coach Rick Minter to run the Gamecocks’ defense. 

+ Another demoted offensive coordinator was Ed Zaunbrecher at 
Florida, but at least he retained a position at Florida, as head coach Ron 
Zook promoted Larry Fedora to play-calling duties. 

+ At Aubum, coach Tommy Tuberville took the offensive coordina- 
tor title from offensive line coach Hugh Nall and hired Al Borges from 
Indiana to install the West Coast offense. Borges had prolific offenses 
at UCLA and Oregon. 

+ Croom hired two former SEC coordinators to head up his units. 
Woody McCorvey, former offensive coordinator at Alabama and a five- 
year assistant at Tennessee was hired as offensive coordinator. Ellis 
Johnson, former head coach at The Citadel, was hired to head up 
State's defense. 


Championship Droughts 

Four different SEC teams have won national championship since 
expansion in 1992, giving the conference a total of 15 national titles. 

LSU went 45 years between winning national championships: 
1958 to 2003. 

Tennessee won the national title in 1998. The previous title came 
in 1951. 

Based on that time frame, Auburn might be the next SEC team to 
win the national championship. The Tigers’ last No. 1 ranking in the 
final poll was 47 years ago (1957). 


The Dirty Dozen 
As always, the SEC took a talent hit when a dozen players turned 
pro early. 


While the gulf in the East appears to be widening again between the big three and the little three, the SEC West continues to be an 
annual dogfight. Here’s a glance at the careers of the current fifth-year seniors. 


EAST DIVISION SEC Pet. All Pet c Bes B Comment 

Florida 25-7 = .781—S 36-15 LOG PAT ee 4 Still on top with three 6-2 seasons in a row. 
Georgia 23-9 719 40-12 5109: MECH Sil aA This 5th-year group is most successful in SEC. 
Tennessee 23-9 =.719 = 37-14 NE2: 2210) Oe 4 One outright East crown, no SEC titles. 

South Carolina 15-17. =.469 = 27-21 SG0m ne O/OPeO 2 Has momentum left Holtz completely? 
Kentucky 5-27 156: 15-31 O20 0/0 OMe 30 These guys have yet to experience a bowl. 
Vanderbilt 2-30 .062 8-38 iA BOLO Os x0 Trending upward in league action. 

WEST DIVISION SEC Pet. All Pet C mM B Comment 

LSU 22-10 .689 39-13 OO vez 442. 74 What does Saban and crew do for an encore? 
Auburn 21-11 656 = 33-18 647-5 3/0." {0% x4 Stuck on 5-3? Still looking for a big bowl. 

Ole Miss 18-14 563 31-18 5638) at/Oy 10% 3 5th-year guys have always won at least 7. 
Arkansas 16-16 500 31-20 609 O00 O 4 Keep hanging around, can’t get over hump. 
Alabama 15-17. =.469 ~=—_ 24-25 490 0/0 0 1 After two years of probation, chains are off. 
Mississippi State 7-25 219 16-31 roa ae O/O Oe eit No place to go but up as Croom takes over. 


Note: C=Championship or co-championship (Division/SEC); BCS=Bow! Championship Series; B=Bowls 
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THE FLAVOR OF THE SOUTH 
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THE FLAVOR OF THE SOUTH 


Arkansas lost the most as 370-pound offensive tackle Shawn 
Andrews, 320-pound tight end Jason Peters, fullback Mark Pierce and 
cornerback Ahmad “Batman” Carroll all declared for the NFL Draft. 

Unfortunately for the players, only Andrews and Carroll were 
drafted. 

It happens every year — players jump to the NFL early, and in 
some cases too dang early, and they don’t find the NFL eager for what 
they have to offer. 

Alabama linebacker Brooks Daniels was another. 

Several key players that considered going pro but stayed: Aubum 
running back Carnell Williams, Georgia defensive end David Pollack, 
LSU defensive end Marcus Spears, Tennessee offensive lineman 
Michael Munoz and linebacker Kevin Burnett. 


With the 12-game schedule shrinking back to 11 for this and the 
next three seasons, the number of intriguing intersectional matchups 
has also been reduced in the SEC. 

Only eight non-SEC opponents played in a bowl game last year. 
The four best non-SEC games are Texas at Arkansas, Florida at Florida 
State, Georgia Tech at Georgia and Notre Dame at Tennessee. 

The others: Southern Miss at Alabama, Kentucky at Louisville, Ore- 
gon State at LSU, South Carolina at Clemson and Vanderbilt at Navy. 

Georgia and Tennessee have the toughest non-SEC schedules. The 
Bulldogs play Georgia Tech, Marshall and Georgia Southern. UT plays 
Notre Dame, UNLV and Louisiana Tech. 

Auburn and Vanderbilt have the easiest non-league schedules. 
Auburn plays Louisiana-Monroe, The Citadel and Louisiana Tech. Van- 
derbilt plays Navy, Rutgers and Eastern Kentucky. 


For the 231d straight season, the SEC led the nation in total attendance. 


The league attracted 6.3 million fans to 85 home games, an aver- 
age of 74,203. SEC stadiums were filled to 97.1 percent capacity, as 
seven different schools averaged more than 80,000 people for home 
games. Four schools averaged more than 100 percent capacity. 


OK, so it’s an overused statistic this time of year, but it’s still interest- 
ing. SEC teams retum, on average, 6.6 of their offensive starters and 6.2 
of their defensive starters. 

Georgia and Vanderbilt have the most offensive starters back, with 
10 each. Arkansas has just one. Vanderbilt returns the most defensive 
Starters, 11. Florida returns the fewest, with two. 

Individually, the SEC welcomes back seven of the top 10 rushers, but 
just five of the top 10 passers and four of the top 10 receivers from last 
season. 


* For just the second time since 1993, Ole Miss coach David Cutcliffe 
won't have a Manning at quarterback. He coached Peyton at Tennessee 
(1994-97) and Eli at Ole Miss (1999-2003). 

The only year he didn’t have a Manning — 1998 — his team won 
the national title. 

* For the first time since 1972, Georgia didn’t have a back rush for 
100 yards in a single game last season, 

+ After Tennessee averaged over 200 rushing yards in six straight 
seasons, (1989-94), the Vols have reached the 200-yard mark just once 
in the past nine years, that was in 1998 — the year UT won it all. 

+ Aubum’s lack of big plays — only seven of 202 completions went 
for more than 39 yards — resulted in the Tigers being ranked 10th in the 
SEC in passing yards per game last year. Aubum has vowed to stretch 
the field this year. 

- By Jimmy Hyams 


For the first time in seven years, the SEC did not have the most players drafted into the NFL - with the Big Ten’s 44 edging the SEC's 42. 
Conference and national champion LSU led the way with seven players selected, including first-rounder Michael Clayton. 
Of course, the first player chosen by the NFL was Ole Miss quarterback Eli Manning, 
following his brother Peyton (first in 1998) and father Archie (second in 1971). 


Justin Smiley* G San Francisco 
Antwan Qdom* DE Tennessee 
Triandos Luke WR Denver 


Derrick Pope ILB Miami 


Philadelphia 
Green Bay 


Shawn Andrews* OT 
Ahmad Carroll" CB 
Caleb Miller OLB Cincinnati 
Cedric Cobbs = RB New England 
Tony Bua Ss Miami 

Bo Lacy OT Pittsburgh 


Karlos Dansby OLB 
Dontarrious Thomas 

Reggie Torbor 

Jeris Mcintyre 


Arizona 
Minnesota 
N.Y. Giants 
Kansas City 


Tennessee 
Cincinnati 
Pittsburgh 
New England 
Jacksonville 


Ben Troupe 
Keiwan Ratliff 
Max Starks 
Guss Scott 
Bobby McCray 


New England 
Sean Jones* Cleveland 
Robert Geathers* Cincinnati 
Bruce Thornton Dallas 


Ben Watson 


7 244 Derek Abney WR Baltimore 
15 Michael Clayton* WR 
50 Devery Henderson WR New Orleans 
63 Marquise Hill" DE New England 
83 Stephen Peterman G Dallas 

142 Chad Lavalais DT Atlanta 

224 Donnie Jones Jr. P Seattle 

Matt Mauck* QB Denver 


Tampa Bay 


Eli Manning QB San Diego 

(Rights traded to N.Y. Giants) 

Stacy Andrews OT Cincinnati 

Von Hutchins CB Indianapolis 

200 Charlie Anderson OLB Houston 


10 ; Dunta Robinson CB 
94 Travelle Wharton OT 
184 Deandre’ Elland FS 


Houston 
Carolina 
Minnesota 


N.Y. Giants 
Tennessee 
Tampa Bay 
Green Bay 


136 Gibril Wilson 
191 Troy Fleming 
206 Mark Jones 
251 Scott Wells 


* Left with college eligibility remaining 
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Plays sounds (music or cheer) 
related to your college team! 


Sound is light activated when 
lid is opened! 

Logo of your school on front 
panel. 


Insulated, 40 quart ice chest 
- perfect for tailgating, 
picnics, beach, home, patio. 


College football is all about tradition 
and pride. This high-quality ice chest 
will make you the envy of your friends 
with the logo identifying you as a fan 
and the sounds from the unique 
sound module reminding you of a 
favorite game day experience. 
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Order from the internet or the toll free 
number. License fees from sales 
will help benefit your school. 

Limited quantities. 


Other College Audio Coolers include: 


Kentucky Oklahoma 
Michigan Penn State 
Michigan State Texas 


Nebraska Texas A&M 


To order, visit 


www.sportsigloo.com 
or call 1,866.UCOOLER (1 .866.826.6537) 


Patent Pending College logos and sounds licensed by M2 Enterprises, Inc. Winter Park, FL © 2004 Igloo 


LSU, Georgia have Talent to Spare 


FRECEIVEFRS 
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QUARTERBACKS 
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1. Georgia 
2. Florida 
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hile his numbers dropped off last sea- 

son, David Greene remains the SEC’s 
best quarterback ... and D.J. Shockley is the 
league’s best backup. That's not a bad combina- 
tion for Georgia. 

Greene, a unanimous All-SEC pick in 2002, 
was seventh in the SEC in passing efficiency last 
year and had almost as many interceptions (11) 
as touchdown passes (13). He was working 
behind a revamped line, which allowed 47 sacks, 
but should be much improved this season. 

Greene still ranked second in the SEC in 
passing yards per game last season and led the 
Bulldogs to a second straight SEC Championship 
game. 

Greene is 32-8 as a starter and within easy 
range of breaking the NCAA record of 39 wins, 
held by former Tennessee great Peyton Manning. 

There are seven returning starting quarter- 
backs in the SEC. Florida’s Chris Leak was the 
national Freshman of the Year after passing for 
2,435 yards. Arkansas’ Matt Jones was third in 
the SEC in passing efficiency and ninth in rush- 
ing with 707 yards and a league-best 7.4 yards 
per carry. 


he SEC lost its top six receivers from last 
year, but somehow, some teams are still 
loaded. 

One team in particular — Georgia. 

Fred Gibson is ready to bounce back from a 
injury-plagued season, and the Bulldogs also 
have Reggie Brown, whose 49 catches last sea- 
son are tops among returning SEC players. Sean 
Bailey and Bryan McClendon are rising stars. 

LSU lost its starting receivers, but brings 
back shifty Skyler Green and is packed with 
young blue-chip recruits aching for a chance, 
including incoming freshmen Xavier Carter, 
Lavelle Hawkins and Early Doucet. 

Tennessee, limited at receiver in 2002, has 
built great depth, if not star power. At issue was 
whether suspended James Banks (42 catches 
last season) would work his way back onto the 
team this fall. Even if he doesn't, Tony Brown, 
Chris Hannon, Robert Meachem, Jayson Swain 
and C.J. Fayton are among the collection of solid 
receivers. 

Florida is confident that Dallas Baker, who 
made numerous big plays during the spring, is 
ready for a breakout season. 0.J. Small (35) is 
the Gators’ leading returning receiver. 
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uburn’s second-leading rusher (Brandon 

Jacobs) transferred, yet the Tigers still 
have the best running backs in the SEC. Carnell 
“Cadillac” Williams rushed for 1,307 yards last 
year, and Ronnie Brown had 1,008 in 2002. Tre 
Smith had a 100-yard game against Alabama in 
2002. 

LSU is loaded, too. Sophomore Justin Vin- 
cent broke into the lineup at midseason and 
rushed for 1,001 yards, including 202 in the SEC 
title game. Alley Broussard, Joseph Addai, Shy- 
rone Carey and Barrington Edwards provide qual- 
ity depth. The five combined to rush for 2,439 
yards last season. 

Florida has two exciting young backs in 
Ciatrick Fason and DeShawn Wynn. 

For the first time since 1972, Georgia didn’t 
have a back rush for 100 yards in a game, but 
the Bulldogs are high on Kregg Lumpkin and 
Michael Cooper. 

Tennessee has a trio of former prep super- 
stars to pick from; Cedric Houston could be the 
one ready for a breakout season. 


terrific line helped LSU win a share of the 

2003 national championship, and with 
three starters returning, the Tigers will be tough 
again up front. Center Ben Wilkerson and tackle 
Andrew Whitworth are All-SEC players, and 
guard Nate Livings isn’t far behind. 

All-SEC tackle Michael Munoz anchors Ten- 
nessee’s line. He'll be joined by 365-pound junior 
college transfer Albert Toeaina, a great pass pro- 
tector who is learning to run block. 

At Ole Miss, guard Doug Buckles and tackle 
Tre’ Stallings will help a new quarterback make 
the transition. 

Alabama should be strong on the line, 
although the defection of junior Justin Smiley to 
the NFL was a huge blow. Still, three starters 
return, led by tackle Wesley Britt. 

Tackle Marcus McNeill is an All-SEC player 
for Auburn, which lost two good linemen, but 
should open holes for a talented array of tail- 
backs. 

Florida returns three starters, plus Mo 
Mitchell has moved back to offense after one 
year at defensive tackle. 

Georgia had to replace all five starters 
before last season. Now that unit, led by tackle 
Max Jean-Gilles, could rank with the SEC’s best. 
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LSU returns three starting defensive 
backs from a defense that ranked 
second in the country against the pass 


1. Georgia 
2. LSU 


| 3.S. Carolina 


4. Tennessee 


SU led the nation in scoring defense and 

total defense last season. 

And Georgia ranked third and fourth. 

The main reason was their main men up 
front. Their outstanding defensive lines set the 
stage for everything the Tigers and Bulldogs did 
in 2003. They'll once again have formidable front 
fours, even though LSU lost All-American tackle 
Chad Lavalais and standout end Marquise Hill, 
and Georgia lost end Robert Geathers (who, like 
Hill, turned pro early). 

Georgia is led by All-America end David Pol- 
lack, who has slimmed down to 262 pounds try- 
ing to regain his quickness after his sack total 
went from 14 in 2002 to 7.5 in 2003. The Bull- 
dogs also welcome back end Will Thompson, 
who had six sacks in 2002, but missed last sea- 
son because of injury. 

LSU is anchored by All-SEC defensive end 
Marcus Spears and tackle Kyle Williams. South 
Carolina returns all three starters in its 3-4 align- 
ment, with ends George Gause and Moe Thomp- 
son tough on the edges. 


’ SU returns three starting defensive backs 
yfrom a defense that ranked second in the 
country against the pass. In 14 games, the Tigers 
had a league-best 21 interceptions, allowed just 

12 touchdown passes, and held opposing 
passers to a 44.7-percent completion rate. No 
other SEC defense limited foes to less than 53 
percent accuracy. 

Corey Webster, an All-SEC cornerback who 
had seven interceptions for a second straight 
year, decided to stay for his senior season. Web- 
ster and Travis Daniels give the Tigers the best 
pair of cornerbacks in the league, perhaps the 
nation. Free safety LaRon Landry led the team in 
tackles last season as a freshman. 

Auburn returns all four starters from a unit 
that held opponents to a 53.3 completion rate, 
second in the SEC. Carlos Rogers and Junior 
Rosegreen are All-SEC hopefuls. 

Alabama has two of the best safeties in the 
SEC — Roman Harper and Charlie Peprah — 
and should improve on last year’s 10th-place rat- 
ing in yards allowed per game. 

Georgia has one of the nation’s best safeties 
in Thomas Davis, a vicious hitter who recorded 
138 tackles last season. 


he Kevins are the stalwarts at Tennessee: 

Burnett and Simon. Both have been plagued 
by injuries, but Simon led the team with 115 
tackles last season and Burnett, slower to 
recover from his knee surgery last season, was 
a terror in the spring. 

Alabama has a solid group, led by DeMeco 
Ryans (126 tackles) and Freddie Roach. Plus, 
Cornelius Wortham returns from injury and 
Juwan Garth’s development was a big topic of 
conversation in the spring. 

Georgia's linebackers would have been 
rated No. 1, but returning starter Tony Taylor 
suffered a torn ACL in the spring game and is out 
for the season. Two starters are back: All-Amer- 
ica candidate Odell Thurman (121 tackles) and 
Arnold Harrison. 

LSU always seems to have talent at this 
position, and this year is no exception, with 
Lionel Turner (second-leading tackler with 78) 
and Cameron Vaughn leading the way, 

Florida might have the best linebacker in the 
league in sophomore Channing Crowder, but 
he'll be surrounded by only one other returning 
starter on defense. 


f the East Division race comes down to spe- 
cial teams, Tennessee and Florida have a 
huge advantage over Georgia. 

The Vols have the No. 1 punter in Dustin 
Colquitt (45.3-yard average) and the No. 3 kicker 
in James Wilhoit (92 points). The Gators have 
the No. 2 punter in Eric Wilbur (44.8) and the 
No. 2 scorer in Matt Leach (21 of 27 field goal 
attempts). 

Georgia lost SEC all-time leading scorer 
Billy Bennett, who kicked more field goals than 
anyone in NCAA history, and returns a punter 
who failed to average 40 yards. Also, the Bull- 
dogs were last in the SEC last season in kick 
return average. 

Ole Miss is excellent in special teams. The 
Rebels have reigning Lou Groza Award winner 
Jonathan Nichols (124 points, 25 of 29 FGA), 
punter Cory Ridgeway (44.2 yards), and ranked 
No. 1 in the SEC in kick returns and net punting. 

LSU is unproven at kicker, but has a dan- 
gerous return specialist. Skyler Green led the 
nation in punt returns (18.5 yards per return) 
and averaged 20.9 on kick returns. 
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Eli Manning led Ole Miss to a remarkable run in the West, rattling 
off six conference wins in a row, several in dramatic fashion, to set 
up the Rebels for a shot at their first league title since 1963. But 
then big, bad, LSU spoiled the Rebs’ party on Nov. 22 with a 17-14 
decision. 

In the East, although Georgia, Florida and Tennessee at times 
looked like the team to beat, each also got beat twice in league 
play. Florida started 2-3, including a narrow win at Kentucky and a 
home loss to Ole Miss, sending fireronzook.com into a feeding 
frenzy. But suddenly, the Gators bounced back by beating LSU, 
then Arkansas, then Georgia en route to a season-saving five-game 
SEC winning streak. 

Still, it wasn’t enough for the Gators to overcome UGa’s lead in 
the East, as the three power programs shared the division title and 
their national rankings essentially determined their fate. 
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Eli Manning, Ole Miss QB __ David Greene, Georgia 
Carnell Williams, Auburn QB Matt Mauck, LSU 
Cedric Cobbs, Arkansas RB _Shaud Williams, Alabama 
Michael Clayton, LSU RB _ Cedric Houston, Tennessee 
Chris Collins, Ole Miss WR Devery Henderson, LSU 
Ben Troupe, Florida WR __ Justin Jenkins, Mississippi State 
Scott Wells, Tennessee Jason Peters, Arkansas 
Shawn Andrews, Arkansas Mike Degory, Florida 
Antonio Hall, Kentucky Stephen Peterman, LSU 
Wesley Britt, Alabama Max Jean-Gilles, Georgia 
Max Starks, Florida Michael Munoz, Tennessee 
Jonathan Nichols, Ole Miss Travelle Wharton, South Carolina 
Derek Abney, Kentucky Billy Bennett, Georgia 

Skyler Green, LSU 
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Funny thing about LSU was that the Tigers were all but ignored 
for much of the season. In the SEC, there was sentimental favorite 
Ole Miss and its six-game winning streak. And there was the 
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intriguing three-way race in the East. And the fact that the Tigers 
seemed to lack a legitimate star offensive player. 

By the time they won the West and went to Atlanta for the 
league title game, most folks had seemed to talk themselves into 
thinking that Georgia would avenge LSU's 17-10 September vic- 
tory. Au contraire ... this time it was much worse, with Nick 
Saban’s crew dominating the Bulldogs, 34-13. 

And when LSU slipped into the BCS championship game in the 
Sugar Bowl, most folks were convinced that the Oklahoma Sooners 
would show their stuff. But the Tigers wouldn't let them, showing 
the same rugged defense and opportunistic offense that made 
them so tough all year. 


David Pollack, Georgia 
Chad Lavalais, LSU 
Antwan Odom, Alabama 
Karlos Dansby, Auburn 
Derrick Pope, Alabama 
Dontarrious Thomas, Auburn 
Odell Thurman, Georgia 
Corey Webster, LSU 
Keiwan Ratliff, Florida 
Ahmad Carroll, Arkansas 
Tony Bua, Arkansas 
Sean Jones, Georgia 


Jovan Haye, Vanderbilt 
Reggie Torbor, Auburn 
Bobby McCray, Florida 
Kevin Burnett, Tennessee 
Kevin Simon, Tennessee 
Caleb Miller, Arkansas 
Channing Crowder, Florida 
Daryl Dixon, Florida 

Gibri| Wilson, Tennessee 
Thomas Davis, Georgia 
Muhammad Abdullah, Kentucky 
Cody Ridgeway, Ole Miss 
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Dustin Colquitt, Tennessee 


Offensive player of the year: Eli Manning, QB, Ole Miss 

The youngest of his clan had a gratifying senior season, as he 
showed the kind of leadership qualities that everyone in college 
football is looking for. Time and again he led his team back from 
adversity, and he accounted for 50 more yards a game than any 
other SEC player (275 yards a game with 29 TDs and 10 ints). 

Defensive player of the year: Chad Lavalais, DE, LSU 

One of the most decorated defensive players in the country, he 
was the point man in a ferocious Tiger defense. His seven sacks 
were on the leading edge of the team’s 44 sacks on the season, 
and he just seemed to set the stage for the relentless national-title Georgia 
approach. Tennessee 

Coach of the year: David Cutcliffe, Ole Miss Florida 

Nick Saban won the national championship and got the (nearly) South Carolina 
$3 million annual contract extension, but it was Cutcliffe who rein- 
vigorated the West and shocked the SEC by sharing the division Vanderbilt 
title with LSU by going 7-1 in league games. Kentucky 


22% 
Set ad deed 
Rp °,° @ 4 


Team 


73620 @ OSG, 
a Py Y 


@,e 
— 


e* 
© 


ee0@8e, 
A ee 


LSU became the fourth SEC program to win the national champi- 

onship since the league expanded to 12 teams in 1992, joining Team 

Alabama (1992), Florida (1996) and Tennessee (1998). The league’s LSU 

five bowl wins were the most of any conference in 2003. Ole Miss 
Sugar LSU 21, Oklahoma 14 
Capital One Georgia 34, Purdue 27 (OT) Auburn 
Cotton Ole Miss 31, Oklahoma State 28 Arkansas 
Outback lowa 37, Florida 17 Alabama 2-6 
Peach Clemson 27, Tennessee 14 
Music City Auburn 28, Wisconsin 14 Mississipp! State 1-7 
Independence Arkansas 27, Missouri 14 
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OLE MISS HOME GAME 
FOOTBALL SCHEDULE 


Sept. 18 Vanderbilt 
Oct.2 Ark. State 
Oct. 16 Tennessee 
Oct. 30 Auburn 
Noy. 27 Miss. State 


Oxford is 75 
minutes from Tunica. 


Sly Croom is well prepared to take on the NSU challenge 


py TODD KELLY 


Professor of 


teachin 


he'd be doing with his adult life. 

Instead, he’s teaching football and making SEC history. 

When the new Mississippi State coach took his position 20 
yards behind the quarterback in spring practice for the first time in 
March, he looked like he'd been doing it all his life. Certainly he 
had been preparing for much of his life. 

So when he folded his arms across the chest of his maroon 
jogging suit, he knew what he was looking for. And as the MSU 
tailback darted for a first down, Croom was more concerned with 
a half-hearted effort on the backside of the run. 

“You've got make that block,” his words boomed across the 
field toward their intended target. 

The new head man was wasting no time at all. 

To Croom, the first African-American head football coach in 
the history of the Southeastern Conference, there is simply no 
such thing as a minor detail. 

Preceding the MSU job, Croom spent 17 years as an NFL 
assistant, which followed 11 years of the same at Alabama. 

It’s no doubt why Packers coach Mike Sherman, Croom’s for- 
mer boss at Green Bay, told MSU athletic director Larry Temple- 
ton that he’d never been around someone better prepared to be 
a head coach. 

No less than Bear Bryant was the first to see it. The Bear 
stopped his All-American center in a hallway at the University of 
Alabama 30 years ago, and strongly suggested that he look into 
a career in coaching. 


R CROOM once thought 
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It's teaching. It’s football. And Croom (and Bryant) figured he 
had a knack for both. 

Templeton found out for himself about Croom’s ability to pre- 
pare when they met before he was hired Dec. 1 to replace Jackie 
Sherrill. 

“Sly had done his research,” Templeton said. “He knew an 
awful lot about us. He asked us the right questions. He didn’t 
dodge the tough questions we asked him.” 

When Croom signed on at Mississippi State, it was clear he 
wasn't going to sidestep the difficult challenges, either. 

After attaining consistent success under Sherrill in the late 
1990s, the MSU program gradually unraveled beginning in 2001. 
The Bulldogs went 3-8, 3-9 and 2-10 and finished last in the SEC 
West each time. 

In December, just days after Croom’s hiring was announced 
amid the kind of national media attention seldom witnessed in 
sleepy Starkville, the NCAA levied allegations of recruiting viola- 
tions during Sherrill’s tenure. MSU filed its response in April to 
the charges, and the NCAA was due to level penalties in the 
summer. 

They were obstacles, certainly, but they weren't going to 
blindside Croom, who at least for the most part knew what he 
was getting into. 

Consider that Croom took on the daunting December challenge 
of assembling his first staff, putting together his first recruiting class, 
and familiarizing himself with his program ... all while continuing his 
full-time duties as Green Bay's running backs coach. The obligation 
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with the Packers didn’t end until they were eliminated in the NFC 
divisional playoffs in the first week of January 

When signing day arrived in February, Croom was, under- 
standably, running on fumes. Two months later, he chuckled at 
the thought of that breakneck pace — and recoiled at the thought 
of doing it again. 

“I can finally ... breathe,” Croom said, pausing for effect. 

“There were a lot of nights of three hours sleep because there 
were so many things you were trying to get done. You'd work 
18-20 hours, then at the end of the day you didn’t think you'd 
got anything done. There were just stacks and stacks of phone 
messages. Sometimes | was a month and a half behind returning 
phone calls. | hate to have people think | didn’t want to try to call 
them back.” 

Croom’s laid-back demeanor, sharp wit and reputation for 
sincerity make it likely he would be soon forgiven for those 
delayed responses. Those traits made Croom a hit with the Mis- 
sissippi State faithful, which is hungry for a turnaround. So did his 
adherence to discipline, which became utterly evident in February 
when Croom dismissed star tailback Nick Turner for failing to 
meet academic and offseason workout responsibilities. 

“I'm going to try to be fair with everybody,” Croom said, 
“and I'm going to be honest with them, and I’m not going to tell 
them what they want to hear. We will be consistent with disci- 
pline. The rules we set will apply to everybody. That's the way 
we are going to go about things.” 

In addition to installing MSU's offensive, defensive and spe- 
cial teams schemes, Croom used spring practice to lay the build- 
ing blocks for the program's future. 

“We want to continue to develop a foundation as far as our 
attitude and our identity, just about how we go about doing 
things,” Croom said. “We're really trying to develop an idea that 
we'll be a team that finishes plays and finishes games. We want 
to play physical and play smart and not beat ourselves.” 

Despite the overriding popularity of Sherrill with MSU play- 
ers, the Bulldogs seemed quick to embrace their new head coach 
and his staff. 

“Coach Croom has got an outstanding attention to detail, 
regardless of which position he’s watching,” junior quarterback 
Kyle York said. “He'll get in there with the offensive linemen to 
show them their steps. He corrects without putting anyone 
down. He’s very knowledgeable with what he’s doing and what 
he wants to see out of us. 


PHOTO BY JOE RAY ROBERSON 


“Coach Croom doesn’t merely talk about winning in football. 
He talks about winning in life. If we're able to do the things 
required in football, then we'll be able to win outside of football. 
He's done a great job of establishing discipline, character and 
respect for each other.” 

Croom, who turns 50 in September, credits much of his 
beliefs and values on and off the field to two men who've since 
passed: His father, Sylvester Sr., a Baptist minister and civil rights 
leader in Tuscaloosa (and team chaplain at Alabama); and Bryant, 
the legendary coach of the Crimson Tide. 

It’s hard not to hear echoes of both when Croom talks about 
the significance of his groundbreaking hire at Mississippi State, a 
school that little more than 40 years ago declined a bid to the 
NCAA Tournament in order to avoid taking the court against a 
team with black players. 

“When you look at the person and the résumé, that’s all it’s 
about,” said Croom, who was a finalist for the Alabama job that 
went to Mike Shula in the spring of 2003. “It’s about the body of 
work you put together. When you look at that and the character 
of the individual, those are the only two things that matter.” 

Still, Croom knows. He recognized that many people view 
him as more than simply the new football coach at State. He’s 
one of only five African-American head coaches among the 117 
schools in Division I-A. 

“In the back of my mind, I’m aware of the social significance 
of my hiring,” Croom said. “I’m aware of what it could mean, par- 
ticularly to minority coaches, if we do well. | am aware of what it 
means to anybody who comes from a situation where the odds 
are against them achieving. I'm aware of what it means to those 
people, regardless of their color. 

“I've had so many people tell me, ‘We're pulling for you.’ 
People who knew me back home where | grew up, or people 
from a small community where the odds seem to be against you 
ever reaching a point like this. It provides hope. I’m aware of 
that. 

“But at the same time, | cannot be burdened with worrying 
about how | do is going to affect other people long-range. My 
sole and immediate responsibility is to these players and this uni- 
versity — and that’s where I'm going to keep my focus.” 

And his attention to the details. Mf 


African-American head coaches 
in Division I-A football 

Sylvester Croom, Mississippi State 

Karl Dorrell, UCLA 

Fitz Hill, San Jose State 

Tony Samuel, New Mexico State 

Tyrone Willingham, Notre Dame 


Croom’s career 

Years Team 

2001-2003 Green Bay Packers 
1997-2000 Detroit Lions 
1992-1996 San Diego Chargers 
1991 Indianapolis Colts 
1987-1990 Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
1977-1986 University of Alabama 


Position 

Running backs coach 
Offensive coordinator 
Running backs coach 
Running backs coach 
Running backs coach 
Linebackers coach 
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East vs. West 


Each division has something to crow about 


iicusteation oy FRANK CUMMINGS 


FOOTBALL TRADITION IN THE SEC WEST includes Bear Bryant, 
Bo Jackson and two Manning quarterbacks who came close to 
winning the Heisman. 

Football tradition in the SEC East includes Steve Spurrier, Her- 

»schel Walker and the other Manning quarterback who nearly won 
a Heisman. ~~ 

Each side has fierce fans, historic venues, and ‘round-the- 
clock, ‘round-the-year football talk (bless you all). 

We could go way, way back and talk about the legends on 
both sides, but that’s not the point. Mostly at issue here, in a 
football sense, is how the conference has developed in the dozen 

» seasons since it expanded in 1992, with South Carolina entering 
. the East and Arkansas j joining the West. 

- Even saddled with Vanderbilt, the East has most of the 
advantages: Florida*and Tennessee have been too strong for too 
long for most to stomach in the West, V here Alabama keeps,los-, 
ing. its footing and the LSU Tigers have justirecently fa theirs. 

f consider that the West has won three of the past fi ve 
» conference championships. © oh = 


e*. Besides, we're not talking just football here in‘the East Vs. 


‘eo? © “West debate. As everyone in the a can agree, football isa 


® 


q *  * Wanna talk football? It’s a no-brainer. The two best t 


i: 


© round picks for the Vols; 13 for the Gators. The discussion prety 2 
: . M 


whole way of life. *.@ @ 

Lindy’s asked writers on each siadog viding line — 
offering them witness protection to assure their safe access into 
owing press boxes — to tee it ‘and ey ters off. 


oe 
~ EAST: Smells Like ... Donfiaance 


LET'S START WITH THE NORTHWEST ath A ees Airport 
property in Fayetteville, Ark. 

The airport is surrounded by farms. And mipinosé farms they 
have some horses ... and cows ... and chickens. & 2 

E-I-E-I ... whoa, what a stink. es 

Nowhere else in the Southeastern Conference ‘do you pick up 


* your juggage, grab your rental car, and step right et a @ > 
I 2 


plant. ® © 

That’s one of the reasons why the Eastern Dison bets 
than the Western:Division. It doesn’t stink. oe 
Sin’ 


TALE OF THE TAPE 


How the SEC's two divisions have fared since 1992: 


WEST 
National titles* 
Conference titles 
Heisman winners 
Conference MVPs 
25-15 Bowl record 
27 First-round draft picks 
48 Shutouts 
111-102-3 _Inter-division games 
46.5 Graduation rate (Pct.) 


102-111-3 
53.8 


*Alabama, 1992; Florida, 1996; Tennessee, 1998; LSU, 2003 


‘muchendshere. © 9% © © 

_ But from game-day atmosphere, to mascots, to songs, the 
Eastern Division runs roughshod over the Western — pretty much 
like Herschel Walker did against Ole Miss and Auburn during his 
Heisman Trophy season in 1982. 

You want proof? What's the Western Division got when it 
comes to game-day atmosphere? Cowbells in Starkville — which, 
by the way, havé’been illegal at SEC games since 1974? The 
Grove in Oxford, where tailgating mixes with deep Southern tra- 
dition? The Tiger Walk at Auburn? OK, pretty good Stuff but how 
about this: 

The video presentation at The Swamp in Gaiiesville where 
snapping alligators are shown on thegiant scoreboard, followed 
by the prediction that, “Only Gators get out alive,” rats sends the 
90,000 fans into a frenzy. 2 ; 2 : 

Don't forget the beginning of the fot quarter: at F ote 
Field, either: That’ 5 when fans link arms and sing “We.are - 
Boys” while swayin back and forth. 

The motion 1 eamira” stadium seem Jikeyi it’ smoving. 

@And asiéverdramatize ‘the Tiger ae ws nothing com- 
pared to What happens on Saturdays i in Knoxyille, where Neyland 
Stadium sits adjacent to the Tennesseey River. ‘There's the Volun- 
~teer Navy, Which covers the waterfront at the South end of the 


theleague have been in theEast. Florida and Tennessee aré he 50 igh with hundreds of boats, the orange and white checker 
board’end zones, ‘and the players running rough the giant’ a ® 
“during pre- game. a ‘@ 

o a it’s Rocky, ps all Gait: The + bancbplays it over and Se 


only two’SEC'teams to go to abowl i in each of the past 12'Years) 


and they lead.the,league in puré ol’ NEL talent. That's 14 first » 
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and over again. And Vol fans sing it over and over again. It drives 
the opposing fans who were brave enough to \ venture into 
104,079-seat Neyland Stadium absolutely cr, 

The only words that Western Division teams want to hear less 
than “Rocky Top” are, “Coaéh, the NCAA is on line two.” 

And the mascots? No comparison. 

“dhe best mascot in the SEC — and the nation, according to 
Sports Illustrated — is Uga, the English Bulldog who patrols the 
field in Athens. The current dog is Uga MI; and all of his paedlgcesen! 
sors are buried within the confines’ of Sanférd Stadium — in mar- 


ance: Since 1992, Alabama, Ole Miss, LSU, Mississippi State, and 
Arkansas all have led the SEC in total defense at least once. 

How about tradition? Tiger Walk at Auburn; the smell of 
Cajun cooking outside Death Valley (and the smell of alcohol 
inside); a walk through The Grove in Oxford; calling the Hogs in 
Fayetteville; everything Bryant in Tuscaloosa; ibs oe atee, e _ 


Starkville @ @ « o°e* ee 
"Great coaches. Nick'Saban is the fia al a whe “a = 
«country, and for g reason, Alabamna’s.Bear Bryant is the great- . e 


ést coach of all time. Mississippi State’s Sylvester Croom is‘the > 


ble vaults. Fans leave flowers at their graves beforehome games. ae first African-American head football coach in the conference, ” 6 %e. 


That's either certifiably nuts . OF real 

for cool. ae aes 2 @ 
Uga VI has a cystontriaderjerse y, andohe 
nent, air-conditioned, custom-made dog 
leaders’ platform. It’s more plush than ci 
And it pfobably doesn’t stink. * 

o* =a 


WEST: Balancer 
FORGET ABOUT THE WE 
How about'the best i alot 
You Could talkidefendin 
means 33 petcentof the ¢ 
past dozeftyears,. 
But you can/t cts Ik nati 


ly oP at We vote © ® _Nosthe!West is not necessatily proud of the fact that since 4» © @ 


(992 every school in the West bu has been in some kind of, © ™ . 
e with the NCAA. But it does;show just how seriously com-. 
five’— some mpight say out of Fig but.why be sonega- 
? —,football is inthe SEC West. » ¢ { 
ah/football is ifiportant i in the SBC. But in the East, you s. 
aT 


o* Ss. 
Ther iso big-city: like Atlanta i in a \ no beach as 
as Daytona is to Gain ville; ho competition with pro Ore % “oe 


_ like in Nashville; no place wi peabatketbal is as important asitis — 
"in Lexington. o. a « ¢@" 


tball. Family reunions are plannédaround => 
igate parties, where young men meet o_ « 1 
ther families that lead, tOieven bigger tail- g* 


a enough marrying going onsuntil one day, every « © 
How"abdut balanée?= =" © © in the SEC West might fust wind up'telated = 'e S 
Top to bottom, the West i is fasmore Com tive iene . , but on a'larger ‘seale), either sas bleod.or rae 
East. Five of the’sixiWe sthave's ee ° + Oe © s 8 8 
way fo.the SEC. Re thliy e, eo e Only t tec till won't like : ch other. At feast not when, they’ re 
n't made it, @le Miss#waS 1023 last year. “, °. ” all hollerifig “Roll; Tide!” oP Sooie, righ on" War Pe at each 
Until two years ‘ago, whem Georgiayfinally made to 


Atlanta, the East was like the BaldWih brothers: there's an 
Stephen andj uh, how many others? In the SEC East, ‘the ee 
Florida and Tennessee and, obs you know,: -Georgiagand, bed ¢ 
we mention Téfin © 78, OF 6. 


x 
How ab sas The best défenSes havé Been ee c 


the West in eignto 


2004 a 
* oe @ _ 
> “piste ‘* 


the = et 12 years; again with amazing bal-# 


. “otheror Sa tdayafternoon. p © 
4 “2 Velre remind a quote cies dis. forgotten player at. © oe 


Ss; ta Ikingabout a rival at Mississippi State that he grew® — 
th. When asked, he said Oh, hini— he’s one of my bést..” 


friends that I don’t like very much.” © * ah 
* That's th@heart of SEC West football. Because flothing else 
mates. a ; e ® ° s Ss r - 
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Mune Has the Name, Pretty Good Game But Ho Ring (Yet) 


BY JIM Noth"? hd Rete § 


fet. 


fy 
x 2 = 
6 gh 6 on HS oo @ & Konno , 7 Gis 
ove Reghes ve. 
De OF ‘ef ne yer @ * eae 
Nba >= 65 O52 O. 28° Be @- 
,% By ya we fe > 
as ae Se ~\ -. =‘ 
_ ys tw ra re - : 
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A CHA 3 woPhome-stites, = e: - . maha is refhinded tHat the two schools he almost attended 

Ohio Stat og, eew “ 
0 State. 


hio State 2 and USC — — have won national championships in 
He was offered’a pein erin Sonn past*two y€ars. 
mater, Southern California, * * “You don't think about that,” Munoz said. “You can’t tell 
Ohio State won the 2002 national ad ip. USC ach ™ sf those things coming out of high school. I'm happy for Southern 
a share of the 2003 national title. : ° ~ Cal and Ohio State. 
Munoz has yet to: win any kind o ring at the University of “But I’m more than happy with the decision to come to Ten- 


Tennessee — not an SEC * Champidnsh p ting 


dcertainly not nessee. | wouldn't. change it if 1 could.” 
a national championship ye ° 


Mu 6z flas packed a bunch into his four-year college career. 
K been a three-year starter at left tackle, the position 
“Getting a ring is one of my goals. One reason decided to x4 Blayed:by “his NFL Hall of Fame father, Anthony Munoz. 
“come back to Tennessee (and not enter thé 2004, NFL traf) wad * He was a freshman All-American. 
to experience a championship.. And I i do. eVerythifie Picanto , * Knee Surgery sidelined him as a true sophomore. 
help the team win and get back té Atlanta ae of the SEC title eo © He got married in May of 2003 to Emily Jones, whom he 
game) and be successful there. : met at UT, but who grew up 1.5 miles from his house in Cincin- 
“It's a prestigious thing. It's something that’ 5 a ‘part fo) nati. 


nessee’s history that | want to bring back to Knoxville.” - + He and linebacker Kevin Burnett became the first juniors to 
Tennessee tied for the SEC East Division title last year but lost be selected as team captains at Tennessee since the 1940s. 
the tiebreaker to Georgia, which went on to lose to LSU in + He graduated in December in political science. 
Atlanta. + And he announced in January plans to forgo the NFL for 
In 2001, Tennessee won the SEC East rai was favored to win another season of college ball. y* 
the SEC Championship game against LSU —a team the Vols had “It's been a great ride,” he said. ar 
defeated during the regular season. But an upset loss cost Ten- _ The best, he hopes, is yet to come. he 
nessee a chance to play Miami for the national eriampionship in First, there’s this little matter of winning the SEC. c 7 
.. © the Rose Bowl. * Last season, the Vols were 10-2 and ranked No. Gin the =" » ® 
; It was Tennessee’s best season during Munoz’s bus vee _ Country at the end of the regular season. But they went a ‘fA wg * bi 
~. €areer and, ironically, it came without Doth He was as redshirted . ~ straight year without winning the SEC title. ® wy a S « 
®t _ after having knee surgery. _ How-closeiis UT to capturing its conference? : es % eo * 
: : = & : Pen Om 
d 04 gi FOOTBALL Aya 7 4 5 6 we ec" iS A = 


a 


* 2 . ‘ . , 2 
* 7— ). ae } % © ae  -« _ 2 P a - x o a 


“Tremendously close,” Munoz said. “If we can continue to jell 
and have guys step up and lead and be special players on the 
field, we have a great chance to do it.” 

Secondly, the 6-foot-6, 310-pound Munoz has not made 
first-team All-SEC. He has the credentials — in the past two years 
during the regular season, he allowed just a half of a sack. He has 
name recognition — one analyst projected Munoz would be on 
the NFL All-Decade team of the 2000s. 

“| thought it was pretty flattering,” Anthony Munoz said. 

Realistic? Time will tell. 

While Michael hasn't been blessed with college honors, his 
father sees a gifted player. 

“| don’t think there’s any comparison between him and me as 
juniors,” said Anthony Munoz, a college All-American. 

“] think he was much better technically, strength-wise and 
with intensity.” 

That's a mouthful, considering the elder Munoz is considered 
one of the best ever at his position. 

“I'm excited to know that he sees me at that level,” Michael 
Munoz said. “It gives you confidence. | know how much he 
worked every offseason to make himself the player he was. That 
tells me you can never be complacent.” 

Michael Munoz doesn’t get caught up in personal honors. 
He’s always been the second-best offensive lineman in his own 
family. 


PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 


Father and son are so close, Michael made the presentation 
speech at age 17 when Anthony was inducted into the NFL Hall 
of Fame. } 

Being the son of a famous football player and playing the 
same position carries expectations. Yet, Michael sees it as a 
blessing, not a burden. 

“It's been invaluable for him to coach me a little bit and give 
me insights on different things along the way,” Munoz said. 

“A lot of times, people compare his Hall of Fame career to 
one where I’m still in college. That is hard at times, but my par- 
ents have done a great job of instilling values in what is impor- 
tant. If you feed into what people are saying, it might be hard. 
But it hasn't been too difficult. 

“It’s an honor and something | enjoy because I really look up 
to him.” 

When Michael watches film of his dad’s pro career, he sees 
some of himself, but does see one glaring difference. 

“He had tremendous leg strength,” Michael said. “I’m trying 
to catch up there because, for one reason or another, | started 
late in trying to develop leg strength.” 

Michael started football late. He exceeded weight limits in 
youth football and didn’t play organized ball until he was a high 
school freshman. He entered ninth grade at about 6-4 and 250 
pounds. 

He started late, but not <begin italic>too<end italic> late. 

“Max Montoya played 16 years in the NFL and he didn’t start 
playing high school football until he was a junior,” Anthony 
Munoz said, referring to his longtime teammate. “I didn’t start 
tackle football until | was a high school freshman.” 

Michael played basketball, baseball and goalie in soccer. I’m 
a firm believer, if you're involved in other sports, you'll be athletic 
or you're not athletic.” 

After a solid freshman season, Munoz tore his anterior cruci- 
ate ligament. Some said his career was in jeopardy. Not even 
close. Munoz says he’s quicker and more agile than ever since 
the surgery. 

“It’s given me the ability to do things and trainin a way I'd 
never been able to train,” Munoz said. “I always favored that 
knee and backed off of certain exercises. But oncel had the oper- 
ation, | was able to train the way I wanted and do things | was 
normally not allowed to do. 

“I'm definitely a better player since the surgery.” 

Interestingly enough, Anthony missed almost his entire 
senior season at Southern Cal with a knee injury before returning 
in time to play in the 1980 Rose Bowl ... and was the third player 
chosen in the draft and went on to his astounding pro career. 

Still, since Munoz has been at Tennessee, the Vols’ run game 
has struggled. UT hasn't averaged more than 155 rushing yards 
in any of the past four seasons. It has had trouble converting in 
short-yardage situations. 

Some blame the offensive line. 

“You can’t point your finger at one person or one area,” 
Munoz said. “It’s a team sport.” 

Does he ignore the criticism or is he motivated by it? 

“Both,” he said. “You know it’s there, but we motivate our- 
selves as a line. We're close and we feed off of each other.” 

Munoz said he was intent on increasing his quickness and 
strength, which is something NFL scouts always like to hear — an 
accomplished player focusing on improvement. 

“I hate to project,” Anthony said, “but from what I've seen, 
based on his work ethic and willingness to learn, | think he could 
be an excellent pro.” 
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fficially, the Mike Shula Era began 
(ex May 8, 2003, when he was 
introduced as the University of 
Alabama's 26th head football coach. 
He was replacing Mike Price ... who 
was hired just five months before to 


replace Dennis Franchione ... who was 


hired just two years before to replace 
Mike DuBose. 

That list alone exemplifies the turmoil 
that Shula stepped into on that day in 
May. 

But if a Shula Era takes root, if this 
39-year-old former Alabama quarterback 
is able to restore stability and pride to the 
Crimson Tide, then the moment the turn- 
around began may better be remembered 
as 6 a.m. on Wednesday, Dec. 3, barely 
24 hours after the football team returned 
from an embarrassing 37-29 season-end- 
ing loss at Hawaii. 

That was when the team’s winter con- 
ditioning program began, and not only 
was there 100 percent attendance, but 
quite a few players showed up early. 


2003: 4-9 overall; 2-6 SEC (5th, West) 

COACH: Mike Shula — At Alabama and 
overall: 4-9; 1 year 

RETURNING STARTERS: 15; 6 offense, 
7 defense, kicker, punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: 08 Brodie Croyle, 
OL Wesley Britt, DE Todd Bates, LB Juwan 
Garth, CB Ramzee Robinson, SS Charlie 
Peprah, LB DeMeco Ryans 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: While short on 
depth, the talent at linebacker and in the 
secondary may be as good as any in the 
league. And at quarterback, Brodie Croyle is 
healthy and bigger than ever. A year in the 


106 Linpy’s Foorsatt ANNUALS 


ALABAMA 


CRIMSON TIDE 


“That was amazing,” Shula said. “I'd 
never done what we did. Instead of giving 
them a couple of days off after the season, 
we had them come in for a couple of days 
for conditioning and weight training, and 
the response was unbelievable. 

“We knew right then that these guys 


Business in Tuscaloosa 


would do whatever we asked. That was 
very refreshing. We talked all during the 
off-season about what we wanted to 
accomplish, and the players began to 
understand the urgency of doing things 
the right way all the time, not just some 
of the time. 

“We've got a lot of room to grow to 
get where we need to be, but we made 
a lot of strides in the right direction.” 

It was a critical moment in Alabama 
football. A team that was playing for its 
third head coach in less than a full calen- 
dar year had gone through a miserable 
4-9 season, including losing five of its last 
six games, and ending with a three-game 
losing streak. 

There were questions about Shula as 
coach, questions about Shula’s coaching 


CRIMSON TIDE 


system can only make him more effective. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Due to NCA 
sanctions and scholarship restrictions, 
Alabama had 58 scholarship players in the 
spring. A signing class of 19 will help 
those numbers, but depth will continue to | 
be a key issue. The Tide has to rebuild the | 
defensive front, as well as go with an 
untested receiver corps on offense. 
OVERVIEW: Probation is over, so Alabama 
is eligible for postseason play. The sched- 
ule is much easier than a year ago, and if 
the Tide can stay healthy, there is no rea- 
son it couldn't go bowling this season. 


staff, questions about whether or not 
many of the best players would even stick 
with a program that seemed ready to col- 
lapse after absorbing one body blow after 
another. 

So when Shula and his staff saw those 
players show up at 6 a.m. on a Wednesday 


morning in early December, they knew the 
Mike Shula Era had officially begun. 

“Good things happened in December 
that kind of right away cut off last year 
and got a new year started,” Shula said. 
“In a lot of situations like that, the past 
lingers. We got a jumpstart that day into 
the next season.” 

What Shula recognized was that he 
had a team that was hungry. 

“When you win, you savor it,” said 
quarterback Brodie Croyle. “When you 
lose, you question everything you're 
doing. I've heard that my whole life, and 
since I've been here, I've learned that it’s 
true, for sure. 

“There were guys who questioned 
what we were doing, guys who hesitated 
buying into a new system. But after going 
through what we went through last year, 
| think the guys decided to do whatever 
we were asked to do. We're eager to 
learn. We're eager because we've got 
something to play for this year. We've 
talked about that ever since we got back 
from Hawaii. We're here, and we're 
excited about turning this thing around.” 

Logic says Alabama still has a long 
way to go. The team went into spring 
practice with only 58 scholarship players, 
the result of two years of NCAA recruiting 
limitations. The Tide signed 19 players, the 
maximum allowed under the terms of the 
final year of recruiting sanctions. So the 
overall numbers still will be down, which 
means depth remains a major concern. 


AFTER A FULL YEAR OF WORK WITH MIKE 
SHULA AND HIS COACHING STAFF, BRODIE 
CROYLE LOOKS FORWARD TO A MORE 


PRODUCTIVE, LESS CHAOTIC SEASON IN 2004. 
PHOTO BY R.D. MOORE 
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Name / Position Size 
BRITT, Justin OL/DL 
four os touchdowns as fullback... 
63,190 


Antoine OL 
.. Allowed only one quarterback 


CARTER, Marcus DB 6-1,190 


CASTILLE, Simeon DB 


USA Today Al American 


assignments as a junior... Played tight end 


a senior... Retumed three punts and one kid 


including 16 tackles for loss, nine quarterback sacks 


HOUFIELD, Jeramie DL 65, 250 
Honorable mention All-State as a junior... Had 76 


Rated No. 37 Florida Al 
foe Ne cin ec lia 


Roted No 
oa rd+tea ANS South... As hod 540 
taal pathunpba| nine patel aay indluding Nonunal ir 


cis n 


amy 


6-4, Cullma 
Hod 373 career tackles... As a senior, ae A) 8 a 20 tackles for loss, and 15 pares sacks... 
Graded 89 percent on blocking eras 


Ft. Walton 


Spatg cect tae No. 10 ier in Mana. . A saee As a junior, graded 85 mead on blocking assign: 


Ft, Payne 
and As ie had 105 bern she ind touch: 
tical roleasptgs Malt opel cc Ne GI Rat 


imingham 
50 deine be ayo No 1 pon Amo by Sper 


seth alge ‘and scored six 


scaloosa Hillcrest 
SuperFrep rated No, 20 ployer in Alabama... All-State... Four-year starter... Groed 86 percent on blocking 
a8 @ sophomore. 
Ril Hye ofeace andlor Foesecrstnie A ahr, hod Ad KEL cel ee oorerbck 
sacks... Graded 
kpernan eed ond Ne AT ora i Ackiina by Soper . All-State... Fed 187 | 


Deliv Bo of he Y ir 
of the Year... eo a lo Odor = 


hoctawhatchee 
Ranked No. Mn Cando Sena orca ula 100. tod He cos 728 od V2 hows 


DAVIS, Drew OL 
over 90 percent on blocking assignments, 
DAWSON, Curtis 1B 1, 255 
Ranked No. 55 defensive 
tackles and 11 quarterback sacks as a senior. 
FANNEY, Brandon DL 6-5, 260 
SuperPrep rated No. 13 in Tennessee... Tworime Citizen-Tribune Lakeway 
Two-time region Defensive 
HALL, D. J. WR/KR Ft. Walton Beach, FL 


HAMILTON, Prattville 
cepa ng 21 dete el ofr tN 7 len bone. As.a senior, had 56 tackles, 
, one interception and five fumbles recovered. 


ida Or Hl Cas aera 5-10, 188 dyalsece cherie Boyer Fe Yon - 
had 2,050 BD yds tig and Spl Mlle sane Ha py aver recanng Hod over 700 sc aan 
as a junior... Had three interceptions. . ” Scored 37 career touchdowns... Lifelong Alabama fan. 


Beach, FL 
State... Fo reno Sb rc ch 
- Retumed one punt and one for touchdowns. 


nine quarterback posal anes bord coves os 
senior... As a junior, had 58 tackles and eight quarierback sacks... Lifelong Alabama fan. 


Hich ScHoot / Couece 


wood Christian 


two touchdowns... Returned two kickoffs for touchdowns... Runs 4.4 in the 40-yard dash, 
DAVIDSON, Trent TE 65,242 
Ranked No. 12 Alobama by SuperPrep... ee Played snapper... STABLER, B. J, OL 6-4, 2! Grove Hill Clarke County 
glare for 365 yards and 0 Hh hah ions 5G junior. ited on be rea Ranked No. 14 offensive guard Tenally b Leas com... SuperPrep rated No. 32 offensive lineman 
nationally and No. 8 player in Alabama... All Sto 
DAVIS, Cody OL 67,275 Ty 


Ar LOOK-AT-THE TIDE 


Nane / Position Size HOMETOWN Hich Scoot / Couece 
} 


KNIGHT, Ezekiel WR 6-3, 210 Wedowee Randolph County 
All-State as a junior... Had 147 tackles and two quarterback sacks os a senior... Had 28 receptions for 
522 yards a seven touchdowns... Retumed 12 punts for 504 yards and six touchdowns. 


MCCALL, Travis DL 235 ttville 
Rivals.com rated No. 9 tight bs, nationally... reed No. 19 player in Alabove | is SuperPrep... All- 
State... Played tight end as a senior and some defense as a junior. 


MCDANIEL, Aaron DB 6-1, 170 Ft, Payne bis 
Ranked No. 21 player in Alabama by SuperPrep... Played quarterback, ae ie wide receiver and 
defensive back... As a junior, had 757 yards rushing and five touchdowns. 


OAKLEY, Will WR 61,190 St. Augustine, FL 
Orlando Sentinel rated No. 78 le on Florida Top 100... All-State... Set ese Florida single-sea- 
son receiving record as a senior with 1,282 yards on 67 receptions and scored 1.4 touchdowns. 


ROBINSON, Travis DB 5-10, 180 Tuscaloosa 
All-State... As a senior, had 43 tackles and three interceptions... 


Hillcrest 
Had 13 receptions for 249 yards and 


STAMPS, Marcel WR 6-3, 190 Brantley 
Had 39 receptions for 736 ore and 111 touchdowns as a senior... Had 9 ite fwo fumbles caused | 
‘and two scales recovered 


STOVER, Nikita. WR 6-2, 187 Hartsel 
All-State... As a senior, had 40 receptions for 900 oye and eight touchdowns... 
723 yards and 10 touchdowns as a junior... Had 175 yards TAlwE on five carries. 


TURNER, Chris DL 6-3, 287 Jacksonville, FL Northwest Mississippi CC 
Ranked No. 33 junior college layer by SuperPrep... Had 66 tackles and 13 quarterback sacks as a 
sophomore... Signed with Florida State before going to Northwest Mississippi. 


WALKER, Nick TE 6-5, 235 Brundidge Pike County 
All-State... All-County... As a senior, had 67 receptions for 1,028 yards and 15 anne Also han- 
dled placekicking for team... Had 37 receptions for aver 800 yards and 10 touchdowns as a junior. 


WASHINGTON, Lorenzo DL 6-5, 275 Loganville, G 
SuperPrep 1 rated No. 14 player in Georgia... Fox Sports Net ir -team All- Soa All State... Had 60 
tackles, 10 quarterback sacks and two fumbles caused as a senior, 


WILSON, John Parker Se 6-1, Lee Hoover 

Parade All-American... iser over of the Year... Set state record as a senior with 
3,821 yards passi ng and 40 yi ela tse with only 10 interceptions... Completed 314 of 467 ese for 
a 67 igercan completion rate... Completed 615 of 978 career passes ‘attempted for 8,170 yards and 78 
touchdown: 


i 26 receptions for 


WINGO, Jake DB 6-0, 210 Tuscaloosa Hillcrest 


Three-year starter... As a senior, made 85 tackles. 


INDIVIDUAL STATS SCHEDULE 
PASSING Sept. 4 Utah Stat 
——— (4-9, 2-6) ‘ —_ NAME Att Comp Yarps Pct TD oP" =e ct Se 
40 South Florida 17 Croyle 3411822303 534 16 13 Sept. 11 Ole Miss 
1 Oklah 2 Pennington 29 13 159 448 1 = — ———— 
_13 Oklahoma poe RUSHING Sept. 18 Western Carolina 
27 Kentucky 17 ine = AGG ————— —— 
16 Northern Illinois 19 Williams 2801367, 4.98014 Sept. 25 at Arkansas 
Sao x Hudson 100 90 9 27 1 ane ae = — 
31 Arkansas (20T) 34 aay 34 a 7 “0 Oct. 2 South Carolina 
23 at Georgia 37 Castille § 8 Soha Alinaeel2 2 OA ————— 
biz Southern Miss 3 RECEIVING Ce % Kentucky 
-—- : YARDS Avc 
28 __at Ole Miss 43 Luke 32 432135 936 Sal aeunens ees 
Fulgham 30 475 15.8 7 4 
= Tennessee ; = (507) 51 Williams 24 161 674 1 os 23 at Tennessee = 
a Mississippi se Os DEFENSIVE LEADERS Nov. 6 Mississippi State 
3 LSU 27 Tackles: Ryans 126, Harper 111, Pope 105 a > =— = 
23 at Auburn 28 Interceptions: Jones 4, Peprah 4, 4 with 1 Nov. 13 at LSU 
— Sacks: Odom 8, Loescher 5, Pope. 5, Anderson 3 = 
29 at Hawaii 37 Tackles for loss: Odom 9.5, Pope 9, Ryans 8.5 Nov. 20 Auburn 
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On the other hand, having compara- 
tively few players to work with in the 
spring meant more repetitions for every- 
one, which meant more teaching and a 
faster learning curve. 

Last year, because Shula took over so 
late — after spring practice had been 
completed — he was playing with a very 
limited playbook. 

“The first few games, people were not 
quite sure what we were going to do, and 
we had some success,” Shula said. “But 
by the third or fourth game, people had 
a chance to study us and learn our ten- 
dencies and adjust, while we didn’t have 
time to make adjustments ourselves 
because we were still trying to learn the 
basics. 

“Now our guys have been through 
this, and they have a feel for what we 
want to do and the adjustments we want 
to be able to make in the course of 
a game, as well as a season. We can 
begin to work now on being able to make 
those adjustments.” 

There is no question that, as last sea- 
son progressed, Alabama did not get bet- 
ter — at least, not to the naked eye. 

“Since the winter and through spring, 
this has been fun every day,” said 
Alabama defensive coordinator Joe Kines. 
“It’s not fun to keep making the same 
mistakes and not seeing progress. But 
when you see progress, even the mis- 
takes can be used positively.” 

And, of course, it helps that the play- 
ers have a postseason to strive for, now 
that their two-year NCAA bowl ban 
ended. 


THE BEST AND 
THE BRIGHTEST 


Most Valuable Player 


LB DeMeco Ryans 
Emerging Star 
CB Ramzee Robinson 
Top Newcomer 
QB Marc Guillon 


OFFENSE 

There were two points of emphasis in 
the offseason: getting the right players in 
the right positions, and getting those 
players healthy. 

Alabama returns six starters to an 
offense that ranked in the bottom half of 
the SEC in almost every major statistic, 
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but Shula and his staff are excited because 
they think they have found the right com- 
binations of players. 

Senior Evan Mathis moved from right 
tackle to left guard, where Shula suggests 
he has NFL potential, and defensive line- 
man Kyle Tatum moved to right tackle. 
Left tackle Wesley Britt, returning from 
a broken leg suffered late last season, will 
line up next to Mathis and returning start- 
ing center J.B. Closner to give Alabama an 
experienced left side. 

That's good news for the quarter- 
backs; both starter Brodie Croyle and 
back-up Spencer Pennington went down 
during the season with separated shoul- 
ders and other injuries. 

However, while Croyle is expected to 
be the starter this fall, he was recovering 
from off-season surgery this spring, mean- 
ing Miami transfer Marc Guillon got 
almost all of the work. He impressed the 
coaches to the point that he should be the 
No. 2 quarterback in the fall, with a 
chance to push Croyle for playing time. 

The versatile Shaud Williams will be 
missed in the backfield, where he rushed 
for 1,367 yards last season. Senior Ray 
Hudson returns after rushing for 490 yards 
on 100 carries. 

Fullback Tim Castille is back as well, 
but may wind up playing tailback (sharing 
time with Hudson and sophomore Ken- 
neth Darby), while a healthy Le’Ron 
McClain returns to the fullback position. 

The receiver spots, though, may be 
the least experienced on the team. 
Sophomore Tyrone Prothro and freshman 
Matt Caddell will get the opportunity to 
show what they can do, but both have 
much to learn in running routes, reading 
defenses and adjusting those routes on 
the fly to beat those defenses. 

Shula and offensive coordinator Dave 
Rader want to run a multiple set, pro-style 
offense that puts a burden on quarter- 
backs and receivers making sight adjust- 
ments on the field. That will mean Croyle, 
in particular, needs to play smarter. He 
must be willing to stay in the pocket a lit- 
tle longer and trust his protection, also 
knowing when to throw the ball away 
rather than try to force a big play that 
often turns into serious trouble. 

While the quarterbacks and receivers 
learn the subtleties of the offensive pack- 
age, Alabama will have to rely on a run- 
ning attack that averaged 159 yards a 
game, fifth best in the league a year ago. 


DEFENSE 
Joe Kines wanted his defense to be 


— ——") 


WESLEY BRITT RETURNS FROM A HORRIFIC LEG 
INJURY TO ANCHOR THE ‘BAMA OFFENSIVE LINE. 
PHOTO BY JOE ROBBINS 


a pressure, attacking unit, but as last sea- 
son progressed, discovered it was more 
successful staying in a base package. 

The good news is the secondary 
returns three starters (corner Anthony 
Madison and safeties Roman Harper 
and Charlie Peprah), and the other cor- 
ner, Ramzee Robinson, was one of the 
most impressive defensive performers 
of the spring. 

The linebackers are among the best 
units in the league, with DeMeco Ryans 
back on the outside and Freddie Roach in 
the middle. Juwan Garth might be the 
best athlete of the bunch, and gets a 
chance to start on the weakside opposite 
Ryans. And senior Cornelius Wortham, 
who missed all of last season with a dislo- 
cated elbow, will be back to fight Roach 
for his old starting spot in the middle. 

Freshman Demarcus Waldrop was the 
most pleasant surprise of the spring and 
gives Kines a third outside linebacker to 
put into the rotation. 

The defensive front gets a boost with 
the return of defensive end Todd Bates, 
who missed last season for disciplinary 
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C J.B. Closner, Jr.*/Taylor Britt, Jr. ‘CB Anthony Madison, Sr.*/Eric Gray, Fr. 
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NOTEBOOK 


any Alabama fans expected 

Mike Shula to make signifi- 

cant changes on his coaching 
staff in the off-season, since his late hire 
essentially forced him to keep the major- 
ity of former coach Mike Price’s staff for 
2003. 

But Shula made only one change, 
and that was to fire popular strength 
coach Ben Pollard to bring in Kent John- 
son, strength coach with the NFL’s Seat- 
tle Seahawks. 

“Based on my being hired late, | 
knew I was going to have six or seven 
months to evaluate these coaches as we 
were playing, to find out if they were guys 
I wanted to surround myself with at 
Alabama,” Shula said. 

“They all showed me they are good 
coaches, they wanted to be here, and 
most important, they were loyal to me. 
The production didn’t show on the score- 
board, but in my mind, they are the guys 
that will help this football team win a lot 
of games.” 

* Senior defensive end Todd Bates 
sat out last season for disciplinary rea- 
sons, but now considers that a blessing in 
disguise. 

“T played as a true freshman, and 
never was able to really gain the weight I 
needed to play defensive end,” Bates 
said. “But last year I was able to get up to 
260, and I’m healthy for the first time in 
two years. | was forced to sit out last year, 
but it may wind up being the best thing 
that could have happened to me.” 

* The first phase of a $100 million 
construction project was completed in the 
spring with the expansion of the football 
building to include a new state-of-the-art 
weight room, meeting rooms, and 
coaches’ offices. The second phase is the 
renovation of the original part of the foot- 
ball building -- administrative offices, 
locker rooms and training rooms -- and is 
expected to be completed by this fall. 
Also approved was another expansion of 
Bryant-Denny Stadium. 

¢ Tim Castille started at fullback as a 
true freshman, but he’s excited to have at 
least a chance to play tailback this fall. “I 
played tailback in high school, and I came 
here to play tailback,” Castille said. “They 
needed someone to fill in at fullback last 
year, and I did. If they need a fullback, I’m 
a fullback. But I love tailback. That's 
where I want to be.” 
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FREDDIE ROACH HOPES TO PLAY MORE 
“QUALITY” MINUTES IN 2004, 
PHOTO BY R.D, MOORE 


reasons. Anthony Bryant and Jeremy Clark 
return as starters at defensive tackle, and 
Mark Anderson gets a chance to start at 
left end after playing mostly as a pass- 
rush specialist last year. 

While it looks like depth will continue 
to be a problem, the return of Bates and 
Wortham — plus the development of 
Robinson and defensive linemen Dominic 
Lee and Wallace Gilberry — enable the 
Tide to play more people on defense than 
it could a year ago. 

“| think you'll see more effort and 


we'll have a little more depth,” said Bates. 


“The big thing is that there won't be 

a drop-off in talent from the first string to 
the second. If we can stay healthy, we’ve 
got half the battle won.” 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
Brian Bostick returns as the place- 
kicker, and Bo Freeland is back as the 


ALABAMA 


Refreshed Roach Ready to Roll 


but last year he found that there 
can be too much of a good thing. 

He started every game at middle 
Maire Or the Crimson Tide, ang 
played just about every snap on the 
lobes side of the all, ond on 
special teams ... virtually no rest for 
the weary. 

“It took a big toll on me,” Roach 
said. “There were times | was hurt and 
couldn‘t come out. There were times 
| was tired and couldn’t come out. 
There were things that | wasn’t always 
sure about, but | couldn’t come out. 
And it took a toll.” 

Roach couldn’‘t come out, because 
he was all Alabama had. When senior 
Cornelius Wortham went down with a 
dislocated left elbow, it essentially left 
the Tide with one middle linebacker. 

“Especially toward the end of the 
year, we played four people (at three 
linebacker positions) and they did it 
all,” defensive coordinator Joe Kines 
said. “You stretch that thin, and at 
some point, that rubber band is going 
to break. That was the issue last year. 

“I’m not saying we didn’t pla 
good. But the truth is, we didn’t have 
anybody else, no matter what we 
played like. And at times, it showed.” 


F reddie Roach loves to play football, 


HEN HIS PLAYERS 

SHOWED UP FOR 

OFFSEASON 
WORKOUTS AT 6 A.M. THE 


DAY AFTER RETURNING FROM 
THE SEASON-ENDING LOSS TO 
HAWAII, SHULA KNEW THINGS 
WOULD BE DIFFERENT IN 2004. 


punter, but the biggest factor in this area 
is that so many of the every-down players 
have to play on special teams as well. 
Last year, that caused breakdowns 
simply because of fatigue, as Alabama 


It showed particularly when players 
started to get tired. 

“That’s when you'd lose focus,” 
Roach said. “There were times out there 
when | found myself playing (former 
Tide defensive Gorter Carl) Tor- 
bush’s defense. And there were times 
| was playing my own defense. There 
were times | knew what to do, but | was 
just doing it wrong. And little mistakes 
were foo often the difference between 
us losing and being successful.” 

With a full year under Kines, 
Roach knows and understands the 
system. Plus, Wortham returns at mid- 
dle linebacker, essentially giving 
Alabama two starters returning to 
anchor the defense. 

Who starts will be determined by 
who plays the best, a luxury the Tide 
didn’t have last year, and one Roach 
has learned to appreciate. 

“Having Cornelius back is excit- 
ing,” Roach said. “To have two guys 
that can play the position is huge. I’m 
not saying it doesn’t matter who starts. 
| want to be the starter. But | realize 
now it’s really about winning games.” 

Roach had a season of trying to do 
everything. 

Now, he wants a season of doing it 
right. 


ranked ninth in the conference in net 
punting, 10th in punt returns, seventh in 
kickoff coverage and 12th in extra points. 

“Bo Freeland continues to get better 
as the punter, and Brian Bostick had 
a good spring, other than the A-Day 
where he missed too many kicks,” Shula 
said. “] want competition at both of those 
positions this fall, however. And we'll 
look at a lot of the young guys coming in 
to help us on special teams.” 

More than anything, Shula hopes that 
the same attitude that brought every 
player to the football building for a 6 a.m. 
workout the day after returning from 
Hawaii produces more wins on the field. 

“It was good to see the players have 
the same attitude as the coaches, a real 
thirst and hunger for success,” Shula said. 
“They have shown us they are willing to 
do whatever it takes.” 

— Ray Melick 


2004 
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ARKANSAS 


-@ RAZORBACKS 


short soap opera played out in 
A‘ first three days of the new 

year as Arkansas’ Houston Nutt 
considered a lavish offer to coach 
Nebraska. Just about everybody across 
the state tuned in, but not senior tailback 
DeCori Birmingham. 


“| tried to follow it a little bit,” Birm- 
ingham said. “But the more | sat there and 
listened to it, the more | got kind of ner- 
vous and sick to my stomach. | prayed 
that he would stay.” 

Nutt stayed. Too bad Birmingham 
didn’t appeal for a few teammates to stick 
around, too. 

As Nutt and the football program 
enter a new era of coaching stability, the 
team has been stripped to the frame and 
has to be reassembled almost from 
scratch. Twenty-four scholarship players 
completed their eligibility. Five more play- 
ers who had eligibility remaining bolted 
for the NFL. 

That exodus leaves Nutt with just four 
returning starters among his position play- 
ers and by far his most imposing chal- 
lenge at Arkansas as he begins his 
seventh season. 

“Those are going to be some grow- 
ing pains,” Nutt said. “But on the flip 
side of that, you've got some guys that 
are so excited about being there ... 
‘Teach me more.’ ” 

To appreciate how genuinely ener- 
gized Nutt is about this team and the pro- 
gram’s future despite the player losses, it 
helps to revisit those three days that the 
Nebraska job was dangled in front of him. 

Nebraska's one-man search commit- 
tee, athletic director Steve Pederson, went 
to Nutt’s house Jan. 1 and made his pitch, 
including a $2 million annual compensa- 
tion package. The next day, Pederson dis- 
patched a jet to ferry Nutt and his wife, 


MATT JONES IS A TRUE MULTI-PURPOSE 
THREAT FOR THE RAZORBACKS. 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILLIAMSON 
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Diana, to Lincoln so they could do the 
requisite tour and meet university chan- 
cellor Harvey Perlman before the job offer 
became official. 

It was all flattering and a bit unnerving 
at the same time. And enticing. Besides 
doubling his salary, Nutt would take over 


Nutt Doesn’t Crack, Embraces Rebuilding 


one of college football's traditional giants 
and would avoid having to take on the 
biggest rebuilding job that almost anyone 
can remember at Arkansas. 

The plane sat at the Northwest Arkan- 
sas Regional Airport most of the afternoon 
of Jan. 2, but when it returned to 
Nebraska, it was without its cargo. In a 
tearful but upbeat news conference Jan. 3, 
Nutt explained why he decided against 
going to Nebraska. 

“The bottom line was this: When the 
Nebraska school plane was there, | could- 
n't take my family and myself and get on 
that plane,” said Nutt, a Little Rock native 
and former Razorbacks quarterback. “My 
heart was here, period. Arkansas is a spe- 
cial place and | love it, love that helmet.” 

The decision was made easier by the 


RAZORBACKS 


2003: 9-4 overall; 4-4 SEC (4th, West} 

COACH: Houston Nutt — At Arkansas: 
48-27, 6 years; overall: 84-49, 1] years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 6; | offense, 
3 defense, kicker, punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: OB Matt Jones, 
RB DeCori Birmingham, RB De’Arrius 
Howard, WR Cedric Washington, DT Arrion 
Dixon, LB Clarke Moore, LB Sam Olajubutu 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Quality running 
backs never seem to run short at Arkansas, 
and this year is no different, with Birming- 
ham and Howard expected to lead 
a strong ground game. No SEC OB makes 
plays running and throwing the way 
Jones does, and there is plenty of speed 
and skill among the receivers. The defense 


homework Nutt did — colleagues sug- 
gested that Nebraska isn’t what it used to 
be — and by the safety net that athletic 
director Frank Broyles spread. Broyles 
arranged for a raise and agreed to an 
understanding that the next two seasons 
could be rough. 


Nutt will tie the coach he played for, 
Lou Holtz, in longevity at Arkansas this 
season. Only Broyles (19 seasons, 1958- 
76) and Fred Thomsen (13, 1929-41) 
coached the Razorbacks longer than 
seven years. 

Rejecting a brand name like 
Nebraska to stay with a bunch of Hogs 
played well with the fans and even bet- 
ter with the players. 

“For him to turn down that kind of 
money and stay here, that shows how 
much loyalty that he has for this program, 
how much confidence he has in us,” Birm- 
ingham said. 

More than confidence will be needed 
for Arkansas to make a seventh consecu- 


should be solid up the middle and FS Vick- 
iel Vaughn looks like a future star. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Stopping 
opponents could be quite a challenge 
with a brand-new secondary and inexpe- 
rience at outside linebacker. All the talent 
at the offensive skill positions will be frus- 
trated if a line of five new starters doesn't 
Jell quickly. 

OVERWIEW: Four or five wins are reason- 
able expectations because the Hogs are 
starting over at nearly every position. 
Nutt has done some of his best work 
with his most unassuming teams and has 
pulled one or two upsets each season, 
but he’s never faced a rebuilding project 
like this one. 
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tive bowl appearance. No SEC team has 
fewer returning starters, and the schedule 
doesn’t show much mercy. Texas, Geor- 
gia, LSU, Auburn and possibly Florida 
have Top 10 talent. Other SEC opponents, 
such as Alabama, are hardly pushovers. 

Staff continuity should help. For the 
first time in four years, Nutt didn’t have to 
hire any assistant coaches. They spent the 
spring emphasizing fundamentals and 
installing schemes at a kindergarten pace, 
as Nutt preached relentlessly about devel- 
oping toughness. 

Even though they’re starting over at 
almost every position, the Razorbacks 
aren't entirely clueless. 

Seniors and juniors who have hung 
around and watched their predecessors 
win 18 games in the past two seasons 
have moved into starting roles throughout 
the offense and in all but three spots on 
defense. 

Now it’s their time. 

The scary part is that an injury at 
almost any position will expose tissue- 
thin depth. True freshmen or redshirt 
freshmen are expected to fill almost half 
the back-up jobs. Nutt has improved 
team speed through recruiting and has 
few equals when it comes to motivating 
and squeezing extra production from 
underdogs. 

This season could test Nutt’s skills and 
patience like none before, making it the 
perfect time to have that job security. 


OFFENSE 

Perhaps no SEC player creates more 
problems for defenses than dual-threat 
quarterback Matt Jones, who enters his 
senior season 367 yards shy of the 
league’s quarterback-rushing record (John 
Bond, Mississippi State, 2,280 yards). 

Yet, this is the first year that Jones 
doesn’t have to fend off a challenger. 

Nutt has tried to make quarterback 
a two-headed position each season, partly 
to mask Jones’ throwing deficiencies early 
in his career and, lately, to experiment 
with the 6-6 leaper at receiver. Leadership 
never has been Jones’ strength, but that 
seems to be coming around. 

“The first couple of years it took some 
adjusting because he wasn’t like Brett 
Favre or somebody like that,” Nutt said. 
“But he’s one of the biggest playmakers 
Arkansas has ever had. When the ball’s in 
his hands, anything can happen. | see 
a maturity coming now with him knowing 
that he's a lone starter and people are 
depending on him.” 

No other starters return on an offense 


SENIOR DECORI BIRMINGHAM IS CAPABLE OF 
MAKING PLAYS AS A RUNNER OR RECEIVER. 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILLIAMSON 


that led the SEC in rushing the past two 
seasons. The good news is that the new 
linemen are more athletic and, in some 
spots, stronger than last year's group. 
Center Kyle Roper and huge right tackle 
Zac Tubbs provide run-blocking punch, 
and Tony Ugoh is an athletic gatekeeper 
on the left side. 

Capable tailbacks DeCori Birmingham, 
De’Arrius Howard and Dedrick Poole, and 
incoming bruiser Peyton Hillis, should find 
enough creases to power the running 
game. Besides being a speedy runner, 
Birmingham gives Arkansas a true screen- 
pass threat out of the backfield for the first 
time in years. 

Howard's style is bullish, but he 
worked with UA track sprints coach Lance 


THE BEST anpD 
THE BRIGHTEST 


Most Valuable Player 
OB Matt Jones 


Emerging Star 
WR Cedric Washington 
Top Newcomer 
RB Peyton Hillis 


Brauman during the offseason and gained 
noticeable quickness. 

Still, it’s unlikely that Arkansas will be 
able to impose its will on defenses like it 
has in recent seasons, when it ran well 
even against eight-man fronts. That makes 
it more important to balance the play calls 
and raise the passing game from its last- 
place spot in the SEC. A talented blend of 
receivers is on hand to make that happen. 

Carlos Ousley is the reliable, potential 
go-to veteran. Steven Harris has a knack 
for making a big catch in critical situa- 
tions, and Cedric Washington and Chris 
Baker are legitimate deep threats. Jared 
Hicks is an athletic tight end who adds 
a receiving option. 

“We'll be able to stretch the field,” 
Birmingham said. “As far as our offensive 
line, they're so much stronger. The physi- 
cal part of the game is still going to be the 
same. It’s just about learning what to do 
and executing all of the plays.” 


DEFENSE 

Run a Google search for the words 
“Arkansas preseason defensive honors” 
and it will return no matches for 2004. 

No studs. At least not yet. 

On the upside, 10 of the top 13 
defensive linemen are back, led by three 
senior starters. Arrion Dixon is a run plug- 
ger in the middle with Jeremy Harrell and 
Keith Jackson Jr., emerging. Defensive end 
Jeb Huckeba’s speed allows him to chase 
down plays like a linebacker. 

Clarke Moore and Sam Olajubutu are 
proven hammers at middle linebacker, but 
the two outside linebacker jobs are up for 
grabs and the secondary has to replace 
seven of its top eight. That’s bad news for 
a defense whose success has depended 
on using the speed of five — and some- 
times six — defensive backs at the same 
time in coordinator Dave Wommack’s 
seemingly infinite schemes. 

Vickiel Vaughn will try to follow 
a long line of superb Arkansas free safeties 
and appears to have the speed and hitting 
power to do so. Lerinezo Robinson brings 
athleticism and size to the strong safety 
spot, but might be better suited to a 
move to cornerback in August. 

Michael Coe has locked up one cor- 
nerback job. The other side, where Chris 
Houston worked in the spring, could 
belong to Robinson or junior college 
transfer Darius Vinnett. Moving Robin- 
son would give John Jackson, who 
missed the spring for disciplinary rea- 
sons, and JC transfer Randy Kelly a shot 
at strong safety. 


2004 
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S$ So 61185 Oxeck 54 RusyMeEnire KK =~ So. 510172 Harrison 
Sasi Kk 61215 Mimi, AL ~VerenMcNel Br G0 235 Bentonville 
‘ReggieBonks DE dr ~~ 275. Shrevepert, IA Denald Meador OB 510 190 Chorlesen 
83 Jonathon Borry TE Fr 66265 ting, IK Bloke Maer Ar 59173 UitleRock 
32 DeCoriBirminghom TB = S11 200 Adan, IX 46 Coke Moore 1B ok 62 286 Von Buen 
—__ Richord Bracken WR Jr 511160 Fort Smith 63 Derek Moore DE Fr 64 250 Fert Smith 
7 Pere Brown 1B 60226 _Birminghom, AL 68 Tyler Morgan OG So 65 284 HetSpings 
‘Brod Core RR Fr &1_—(197 Sherwood 1 Wes Murphy DE 63 260 Cuber, GA 
49 Dovid Corton KS G1 189 Tub, OK Brondon Nekon @ So 59 170 lodsonille 
85 CokbCenser SE sk =~ GD 191 —_—Becurmert, X 5 _hasinO'Guion OB k 63 200 LiteRok 
19. Michael Coe So G1 177 Memphis, IN 24 Som Olojubuiy 1B k 59224 LaGronge,GA 
Degon Clow SNP fr Gd 285 Atkins 6 Corks Ousley Rk 60186 _Jocksomnile, FL 
Prince Dois Ck 58 155 UitleRock 74 Stephen Porker OG So 63 312 Mondevile, LA 
ae ee ee 91 Thus Peebles NG & 62 25 _Swoinskero,GA 
Kyle Dickerson Bk 59202 _Nemphis,1N 78 Gene Perry OG & 63 298 Stove, MS 
92__Arven Dixon OTS G&A 293 Wyre 58 Skye Person C So 62S Lite Rock 
Blcke Edwards FS fr NANA Conway 1 DedickPooe Br 510.00 ‘Miteok 
81 Rober Felon OG fr 64 385 Houston, IX 96 Chose Pressey DT So 63 300 Fort Smih 
75 Note Gomer OT fr 68 324 Rolnd 44 Roy det OB So S11 240 Coke 
7 Mat Gibow OG fF 68 300 kreboo Gentry Roberson Bk 1245 —_Texorkona, IK 
51 BretGoode SNP So G1 215 Fort Smith 21 lericezo Robinson SS kT Mayflower: 
Mat Goode SNP fr 60200 Conway 37 Michoel Robinson OLB r= &2 220 Birmingham, AL 
2B Antony Groy DE 62 233 Doms | 57 Derren Rogers OB ik 64 213 Porogodd 
Jared Grol WR fF 62 175 Benlomile 70__KyleRoper Ck 62297 _ Powder Springs, GA 
62 hero Hol, J OG fr 62 297 Memphis, IN CokySondes Lr SGOT LileRock 
Payee Holl Tf 64 236 Mukow,OK kha Show Por S10 170 Teena 
97 __kereny Hore NG So 62 291 Teckora Simon Simon IB So 62 240 Fo Sai 
98. Ellon Horis DES G4 267 Marianna 2B Desmond Sims IB So &2 225 _iboum,MO 
84 Steven Horris SE Sr 511182 Hidleoh, FL 48 _Joeeb Skinner PS 63202 Teorkaro, IX 
—__Dionis Honey Sk 60190 Ghicogo, lk 42 usin Skoughler RB ok 61 245 Wy 
8% dered Hicks TE 6 —271_Bardesvile, OK Mares Sloughier fr 510180 Memphis, IN 
ScotHibun SS So «S10 175 Norhlitle Rock DollsSmih WR Fr 60185 Alo 
Kyle His BS 59 220 Cony MothewSmdh FS fr_—NA NA Worren 
2 Chris Houston of Si 180 Ausin, IX Justin Snelson WR Fr 63195 Rogers 
26 De'AniusHoword = TBO 225 West Memphis Michod Solano So 1225 Rowe, TK 
15 Jeb Hodieba DE & 65 UB Seory 89 MawnTempleon Er G7 252 Bure, TK 
44 Fored Jockson ft 60243 LileRock = 81d Thomsen SE So 62 201 _ Memphis, IN 
99. Keith Jockion DT So 60 286 MitleRok = 69a Tubbs OT ik 66 388 Gilmn Al 
45 Lucas Jackson DT So 61 258 WetMenrce,IA 6 —_Tery Ugoh OT k 65 288 Howson, IX 
Maar! Jockson SS F-60210 Memphis, IN Jenechon Urevyo WR Fr 60 190 Viema,VA 
~__ Glen Jasper OB So 60 215 _Milingen, TN 31 Viel Voughn Sk 60 2 Pom, XK 
79. James Johnson. OG k 65 287 Peary 16 Cedtic Washington ——sFUKR So a 
20 hn Johnson So 510192 Houston, TX 17 Moras Whitmore OBS 
10 Robert Johnson OB oF 62 05 Ween, 1K 53 Aust Wilioms BS 
9 Mot ones OBS 66 207 _ Fort Smih 3 Kevin Woods BF 
Dole Jordon 1B Fe S10. 225 ile Rock Midd Yourg Ss 
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2004 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 
a Ss 


DE P Elliott Harris, Sr./Reggie Banks, Jr. 


QBs Maat Jones, Sr.*/Robert Johnson, Fr. 


RB DeCori Birmingham, Sr./De’Arrius Howard, Jr. 
FB —_— Brandon Kennedy, Jr./Peyton Hillis, Fr. 


FL Carlos Ousley, Jr/C Cedric Washington, So. 
SE Steven Harris, Sr./Chris Baker, So. 


DT _Arrion Dixon, Sr.*/Titus Peebles, Sr. 
NG Jeremy Harrell, So./| Keith Jackson, So. 
DE Jeb Huckeba, Sr.*/Wes Murphy, Jr. 


WLB Marcus Whitmore, Sr./ ‘Michael Robinson, Jr. 


TE Jared Hicks, Jr./Mason Templeton, Fr. 


MLB Clarke Moore, Jr./Sam Olajubuty, Jr.” 


Thy Tony Ugoh, Jr./Matt Gilbow, Fr. 


SLB Desmond Sims, So./Pierre Brown, Jr. 


\lG James Johnson, Jr./Stephen Parker, So. 
C __ Kyle Roper, Jr./Skye Peterson, So. 


CB Michael Coe, So./Lerinezo Robinson, Jr. 
cB Chris Houston, Fr./Darius Vinnett, Jr. 


RG Gene Perry, Sr./' Robert Felton, Fr. 
RT — Zac Tubbs, Jr./Nate Garner, Fr. 


K Chris Balseiro, Jr.*/David Carlton, Sr. 


Ss John Jackson, Jr./ Randy Kelly, Jr. 
FS Vickiel Vaughn, Jr./Kevin Woods, Fr. 
LSE Jacob Skinner, So.” 


— 


NOTEBOOK 


rkansas inflamed decades- 
old resentment from the 
te’s only other NCAA 
Division I-A program, Arkansas State, 
when it designated the Sept. 18 game 
against Louisiana-Monroe in Little Rock 
as a home game for the opponent. 

Taking the relationship a step fur- 
ther, the Razorbacks struck a deal to 
play ULM every even-numbered year 
through 2012 in Little Rock with ULM 
being the home team each time. ULM’s 
guarantee is $500,000 this year. 

UA athletic director Frank Broyles 
said he just wanted to help ULM keep 
the NCAA’s minimum attendance aver- 
age of 15,000 to maintain I-A status. 
Arkansas State faces the same chal- 
lenge, but never gets the opportunity 
from UA that ULM was afforded. You 
could see the steam blowing from 
ASU's ears in Jonesboro all the away 
across the state in Fayetteville. 

“We have not played any intrastate 
games in our career,” said Broyles, who 
has been coach or AD since 1958. 
“We think that that’s the best for every- 
body, that we not divide our fan sup- 
port.” 

e Arkansas’ past four free safeties 
are in the NFL — Tony Bua (starter in 
2003), Ken Hamlin (2000-02), Kenoy 
Kennedy (1997-99) and Chris Akins 
(1996). Steve Atwater, who started for 
the Hogs in the late 1980s, went on to 
an All-Pro NFL career. Vickiel Vaughn, 
a junior and former SuperPrep All- 
American, has the job now. 

¢ A scholarship crunch remains 
because of NCAA penalties from a case 
that was settled last year. Arkansas has 
lost seven recruiting class spots over 
four years and will lose one more in the 
next signing class. The overall scholar- 
ship limit of 85 has been cut to 83 
since the 2001-02 academic year and 
will remain capped through 2005-06. 

¢ One safe prediction is the Razor- 
backs will play an overtime game and it 
will be a long one. They have played in 
the three longest OT games in NCAA 
history, one in each of the past three 
seasons. Two went seven extra periods 
and one went six overtimes. Arkansas is 
5-1 all-time in overtime games. 

e Arkansas is 16-0 in Little Rock's 
War Memorial Stadium under coach 
Houston Nuit, but has lost six of its past 
10 SEC games at Reynolds Razorback 
Stadium, the on-campus venue in 
Fayetteville. 
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HUCKEBA HAS PLAYED BOTH LINEBACKER 
AND DEFENSIVE END FOR THE HOGS. 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILUAMSON 


Several freshmen probably will figure 
into the two-deep immediately. It should 
help that they will receive meaningful 
work in preseason practices rather than 
idling or serving as blocking dummies like 
newcomers usually do. 

With less experience in the sec- 
ondary, Wommack might have to scale 
back on his array of blitzes and play more 
straight 4-3 defense. At the very least, the 
secondary is expected to play more zone 
pass coverage than the man-to-man it has 
leaned on in the past. 

Creating a better pass rush and stop- 
ping the run on the defensive line is 
a must to take pressure off the sec- 
ondary. Arkansas ranked next to last in 
SEC sacks (14) last season and gave up 
more rushing yards per game (157) than 
it had in 10 years. 

“I don’t know how many stars or dif- 
ference makers there are,” Wommack 
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ARKANSAS 


Honestly, Huckeba Will Get Some Sacks 


other way than going about life 
honestly. 

When he was 5 or 6, Huckeba 
admitted to fighting a boy who had 
roughed up a friend named Luke, 
telling his parents, “He fighted Luke 
so | tighted him.” 

So when Arkansas defensive line 
coach Tracy Rocker asked his startin 
rush end fo evaluate his own pl ae 
last season, Huckeba shot straight. It was 
decent, he said, not great, even though 
he filled up the stat line. He ranked fourth 
in tackles and piled up other plays — 
just about everything but the one thing 
defensive linemen covet most. 

Sacks. 

Chalk it up as part of learning 
a new position and part fluke. 

“He was hitting the quarterback 
and created turnovers and everything 
for us,” said Rocker, a two-time All- 
American who had 21 career sacks at 
Auburn. “After the season, | said, 
‘You're the only guy that went the 
whole season without a sack.’ He said, 
‘Yeah, that bothers me.’ ” 

Huckeba (pronounced HUCK-uh- 
bee) can be forgiven for lagging in 
sacks after being bounced to new posi- 
tions in his first three seasons. He 


E | eb Huckeba doesn’t know an 


WENTY-FOUR OF THE 
HOGS’ SCHOLARSHIP 
PLAYERS COMPLETED 


THEIR ELIGIBILITY IN 2003. 
FIVE MORE PLAYERS WHO 
HAD ELIGIBILITY REMAINING 
BOLTED FOR THE NEL. 


said, “but | like the way they work and lis- 
ten and learn.” 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

This has been a big-play area in recent 
years because of team speed, but the mas- 
sive player losses have hit the coverage units 
hard. In particular, new gunners are being 
auditioned, led by Cedric Washington. He 


started off at strongside linebacker, 
was miscast at middle linebacker as 
a sophomore because of a dire team 
need there, and then put his hand on 
the ground last spring. End is his true 
position, defensive coordinator Dave 
Wommack said. 

Recruiters saw Huckeba, 6-5, 248, 
as capable at several positions, too. 

A stream of coaches from Florida State, 
Tennessee and other major programs 
found their way to Searcy, Ark., to try 
to sign the former Parade All-American. 

But Huckeba had always envi- 
sioned himself playing at hometown 
Harding University, where his dad, 
Ronnie Huckeba, is defensive coor- 
dinator. He grew up on the practice 
field and riding the team bus to out- 
of-town games, serving as a ball 
boy and being called “Little Huck” 
by the players. 

The chance to play for a Division 
I-A program close to home where he 
also would have a bigger stage to 
share his Christian faith eventually 
pushed him to Arkansas. 

Now Huckeba wants to bless quar- 
terbacks with his presence. He'll be 
turned loose on more outside speed 
rushes and fewer inside moves, hoping 
to bag some sacks along the way. 


also could wind up retuming kicks. 

DeCori Birmingham averaged 12.7 yards 
in part-time punt-return duty last season, but 
Nutt has said he would like Matt Jones to 
handle the job this year. Jones could be 
injured just as easily at quarterback as he 
could on returns, but if he tears up a knee 
while trying to eke out a 5-yard return, the 
fans won't let Nutt hear the end of it. 

Kicker Chris Balseiro won the job last 
season by kicking two field goals in an over- 
time victory at Alabama, including the win- 
ner. He finished 11 of 15 and made his last 
seven attempts. The guy he replaced, David 
Carlton, also is available and has a strong leg. 
But together they were | of 5 from 40 yards 
or longer. 

Jacob Skinner can boom punts, but he 
will be looking to shake off the inconsistency 
that came with being a true freshman. 


— Scott Cain 
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year ago at this time, Auburn found 
A= ranked among the serious 
contenders for the national champi- 
onship, and favorite to win the SEC title. 
Somewhere between a summer of high 
expectations and the Sugar Bowl, the Tigers 
suffered a hard fall that left with them five 


losses and a lot of explaining to do. 

“| think expectations were probably a 
little bit too high,” Auburn coach Tommy 
Tuberville said. “A lot of people who were 
picking us high in the polls didn’t recog- 
nize that we had lost almost our entire 
secondary to the NFL the year before, and 
we struggled defending the pass. 

“Our schedule was difficult, too. We 
ended up playing the two teams that split 
the national championship. Seven teams 
on our schedule played in bowls, and 
| thought the SEC West was the best it’s 
ever been. 

“We struggled offensively and strug- 
gled to throw the ball, so people ganged 


| 2003: 8-5 overall; 5-3 SEC (3rd, West 
COACH: Tommy Tuberville — At Auburn: 
37-24, 5 years; overall: 62-44, 10 years 
RETURNING STARTERS; 15; 7 offense, 


} 6 defense, kicker, punter 
| 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: RB Carnell Williams, 
RB Ronnie Brown, OT Marcus McNeill, 
LB Travis Williams; DB Junior Rosegreen, 
DB Carlos Rogers 
| PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The Tigers should 
| beable to run the ball most of the time 
with the return of Williams, Brown and 
four starters up front. The passing should 
be better — how couldn't it be? The sec- 
ondary is deeper and more experienced 
after a down year. 
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up on the run when we didn't get the ball 
down the field. 

“We also started a true freshman at 
kicker and punter. We had a lot of holes 
to fill. But when all that’s said and done, 
we expected a lot more out of ourselves. 
We didn’t play up to our expectations as 


coaches and players.” 

Despite all of Aubum’s shortcomings, 
the Tigers still managed to win eight games, 
including a victory over Alabama and a win 
against Wisconsin in the Music City Bowl. 

Tuberville and his players are con- 
vinced the Tigers learned some valuable 
lessons from last year’s experience. 

“We learned that we've got to be a 
more balanced team offensively,” 
Tuberville said. “We can’t just rely on two 
great running backs. Other people have to 
step up and make plays. 

“Defensively, we learned that your 
front seven is only as good as your sec- 
ondary, because if they can throw on you, 
it doesn’t matter what you can do against 
the run. Big plays killed us all year. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Auburn still has 
a lot to prove in the passing game, both 
at quarterback and the receiver positions. 
On defense, it will be difficult to make up 
the loss of five starters among the front 
seven. The kicking game remains an 
uncertainty, especially on field goals. 

OVERVIEW: The Tigers are 33-4 under 
Tuberville when they score 20 or more 
points. To consistently get to that point 
level this season, they need to do a better 
job of passing, which is where new offen- 
sive coordinator Al Borges comes in. 
Do that, and grow up on defense while 
learning from last year’s mistakes — three 
lofty but achievable goals — and they can 
contend for the division title. 


“We also learned that you can’t read 
the newspapers and magazines. And if 
you do, don’t believe them, because 
you're only as good as how you played 
that day, not how you looked in the sum- 
mer preseason polls.” 

Preseason polls shouldn't be a prob- 


lem for the Tigers this season, no matter 
where they are picked to finish in the 
national and conference races. 

“As a team we learned that it doesn’t 
matter how many All-Americans you've 
got on your team,” said senior tailback 
Carnell Williams, an All-America candi- 
date. “No matter how many stars you've 
got or where you're picked, if you don't 
have that team chemistry and stay 
focused, it just doesn’t really matter. 
You've got to have more leadership.” 

Better team leadership is just one of 
Auburn's many needs in 2004. The Tigers 
need a lot more production out of senior 
quarterback Jason Campbell and his 
receivers. The offense is making the 
adjustment to the fourth coordinator in 
four years. 

Defensively, the Tigers must replace 
five members of their front seven, includ- 
ing All-American linebackers Karlos 
Dansby and Dontarrious Thomas — two 
players who were largely responsible for 
the overreaching optimism on the Plains. 

Auburn must also improve in the kick- 
ing game, regardless of who kicks the 
field goals. 

“We've got the players to be a great 
team,” Campbell said. 

“With 20 seniors returning, we should 
have a lot of leadership and know how to 
take things one step at a time. But the 
main thing is, we've just got to learn how 
to be ourselves, have fun and play ball.” 

The 2003 season was anything but fun 


CARNELL “CADILLAC” WILLIAMS TEAMS WITH 
RONNIE BROWN TO FORM ONE OF COLLEGE 
FOOTBALL’S FINEST BACKFIELD DUOS. 
PHOTO BY JOE ROBBINS 
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Name / Position Size HOMETOWN HicH ScHoot / CouEGE Name / Posmion Size HOMETOWN HicH Scxoot / CouEGe 
BALKCOM, Octavius |B 6-4, 225 Blokely, GA Early County HARDEN, Courtney LB 61,212 Leighton Colbert Canty 
Ranked No. 32 inside linebacker nationally by Rivals.com... SuperPrep rated No. 29 player in Georgio... Rivals.com rated No. 28 outside linebacker V phfag esc All-Region... As a senior, had 2/5 yards rush- 
Allanta Joural-Consttution Top 50 in Georgia... Had 120 tackles, including 25 tockles for fe and seven sacks ing and three touchdowns on 24 carries at fullback, despite season shortening injuries. 
asa senior, 

HART, leon OL 65, 290 Columbia, SC Spring Volley 
BELL, Tony DB 6-2, 210 Alabaster Thompson USA Today All-American... Parade All-American... Ranked No. 5 offensive guard nationally and No. 1 
Rivals.com rated No, 3 safety nationally... Ranked No. 2 player in Alabama by epariee PrepStar All-Ameri- in South Carolina by Rivals.com... SyperPrep rated No, 2 offensive lineman nationally and No. 1 player in 
can... Atlanta Journal-Constitution Super Southern 100... Missed five games as a senior due to injuries. 


IRONS, Kenny ATH 5-11, 205 Dacula, GA South Carolina 
BOOKER, Calvin QB 6-4, 205 Atlanta, GA Mays Transferred from South Carolina and enrolled at Auburn in January... In 2003, had 51 yards rushing and one 
Ranked No. 28 a quarterback nationally by Rivals.com... SuperPrep All-Region, rated No. 36 in | touchdown on 19 carries in five games... As a freshman, had 201 yards rushing on 47 carries in nine games... 
Georgio... Pepi -Region. .. Atlanta Journal-Constitufion Top 50 in Georgia... led team to 11-1 record. | 

JOHNSON, Merrill 1B 61,195 Butler Choctaw County 
BOSLEY, Jason OL 6-4, 280 Huntsville Grissom All-State... Had 401 career tackles in three years... Had 184 tackles, 10 quarterback sacks, four fumbles caused 
‘Alabama Sportswriters All-State... Huntsville Times Super All:Metro,.. Allowed just one quarterback sack during and two fumbles recovered and returned for touchdowns as a senior 
high schoo! career... Did not allow a quarterback sack as a senior in 250 pass attempts. 

LESTER, Brod RB 5-11, 188 Lilburn, GA Parkview 

| BROWDER, Christopher DL 6-4, 240 Camden Southwest Mississippi CC PrepStar All-American... Rated No. 35 running back nationally by Rivals.com... SuperPrep ranked No, 21 

Insiders.com rated omong Top 25 defensive ends nationally... Prep All-American... Birmingham News Dandy player and No. 2 running back in Georgia... ‘Alenia Joural-Constitution Super Southem 100. 
Dozen... Birmingham PostHerald 10 Most Wanted .... Originally signed with Alabama, 

McLAUGHUN, Mike RB 6-2, 226 Waynesboro, MS Wayne County 
BROWN, Neil DL 6-2, 255 Buford, GA Buford Insiders.com Mississippi Top 15... team to wo stale championships... Had dala pecanany cod2 
Rivals.com rated No. 58 defensive tockle pasar and No, 43 in Georgia... SyperPrep All-Region, touchdowns as a senior... As a junior, had 1,280 yards rushing and 1.4 touchdowns... Lettered in ll 
ranked No, 30 player in Georgia... Atlanta Constilution Top 50 in Georgia... Georgia Class 2A Defen: 
sive Player of the Year... Graded 89 percent on blocking assignments, with 25 pancake blocks, as a senior. RAYMOND, Korey DL 6-4, 270 Reserve, LA East St, John 

As a senior, had 63 tackles, including 11 tackles for loss, 6.5 quarterback sacks, hwo fumbles recovered and one 
CAMPBELL, Anthony ATH 5:9, 178 Hialeoh, FL Hialeah punt blocked... Returned blocked punt 42 yards for touchdown. 
Orlando Sentinel Top 100 in Florida. .. Three-year starter at tailback... As a senior, had 1,093 yards rushing and 
17 touchdowns... Had 25 tackles and two interceptions. SIMS, Pat DL lauderdale, FL Dillard 


GANDY 


Region, rated No. 8 player in Mississippi. .. 


90 


PrepStar All-Region... Orlando Sentinel Top 100 in Florida... All-State punter... As a senior, pased for 1,117 
yords and 10 touchdowns... Averaged 46.9 yards per punt... Hod 3,300 career passing yards and 23 TDs, 


ae WATSON, Jerold RB 


All-Americon.. 


senior. .. Retumed one kickol for 


6-4, 288 Ft. i 
PrepStar . Ranked No. 20 defensive lineman nationally by Rivals.com... Florida Times Union 
Super 75... Orlando Sentinel Florida Top 100... AllState.... Had 65 mY 


GREEN, Tyronne DL 63,275 Pensacola, FL Woodham WATTS, John, OL 66, 270 
Played in only five games os a senior due fo injuries... Hod 34 tackles, three quarterback sacks, nine quarterback ‘ilies’ All-Region, Dood afer 
hurries, three passes broken up and one interception... Lettered in basketball. PP goss Ce Seo 


ae tl aal, | |S ie eee 
ion, ran . 4 in ia... Constitution in io” Ue) as a senior... As a junior, , indudi $5, . 
Ew SS ner —eer ror ameeres 
tar All-American... . i ai . in ia by Rivals.com... k 6-3, 296 1, y 
All-Region, ranked No. 31 in ia... As a senior, had 142 tackles, five interceptions and five ‘Region, rated No. 12 in Tennessee... Ranked No. 8 player in Tennessee by Rivals.com... 
Ht pei Retumed fwo Rist fates nk fson” TmeeerCon Dnt then As. senior, had 164 crt including 37 tackles for loss. 
EVANS, Chris 1B 60,217 Prichard Blount SULUVAN, William OL 6-4, 290 Lillington, NC Western Harnett 
Four-year starter on defense... Hod 105 tockles, including eight tackles for loss, six quarterback sacks, three fum- Two-time All-Conference... Two-time All-Area... Three-year starter... Won best pass-blocking award at presti- 
bles caused and three fumbles recovered as a senior... Blocked one field goal and one punt on special teams gious Down ‘n Dirty Camp in Florida... Lettered in track and wrestling. 
FIELD, Blake QB 6-3, 195 Tallahassee, FL North Florida Christian SWINTON, James WR 61,165 Tucker, GA Tucker 


Atlanta Joumal-Constitution Top 50 i ia... Had 20 ions for 400 yards and five touchdowns as a 
Browns haved ben van ovitock + 


roted No. 9 player in Louisiana... Had 6,100 career yards rushing and 62 


ry Neoware d Russellville a 
in Alaboma... Three-year storter... Helped team to stole champi- 
during career... Had 55 poncohe blocks as a senior. 


Steve DB 61,1 Waynesboro, MS We | 5-11, 205 Morgan City, LA : : 
Ronked No. 18 outside linebocker nationally and No. 2 player in Mississippi by Rivals.com... SL pattep Alt | Ranked No, 8 all-purpose back nationally and No. 11 player in Louisiana by Rivals.com... SuperPrep All-Region, 
Hod 142 tockles, 13 sacks and one interception as a senior. touchdowns, 


Central Catholic 


BS: 
45 


28 


oz 


RESULTS 


(8-5, 5-3) 

~ Southern Cal Fs 
at Georgia Tech ik 
at Vanderbilt 7 
Western Kentucky eRe 
Tennessee 21. 
at Arkansas 8) | 
Mississippi State Je 

at LSU 3] 

Louisiana-Monroe 7 

Ole Miss — 24 
at Georgia 26 
Alabama 23 
MUSIC CITY BOWL 
Wisconsin 14 


PASSING 
Comp 


Pct 1D 


YARDS 


Campbell 293 181-2267 61.8 10 
| Sullivan 28 20 213 71.4 O 
RUSHING 
C.Williams 241-1307, 5.480 
Jacobs 72 446 6.2 44 
Brown 95 446 47 29 
Smith 37 141 3.8 15 
RECEIVING 
NAME No Yaros AvG Le 
Melntyre 4l 621 15.1 67 
Taylor 34 379 WW.) 39 
Daniels eee 284 12.3 36 
Obomanu 22 373 17.0 68 


DEFENSIVE LEADERS 


Tackles: Dansby 84, Thomas 75, T.Williams 67 
Interceptions: Herring 3, Hobbs 3, 5 with 3 


| Sacks: Torbor 9.5, McNeil 7, Dansby 5.5 
| Tackles for loss: Torbor 16, Dansby 14, McNeil 13 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


INT 
8 
] 


SCHEDULE 


Sept. 4 —_ Louisiana-Monroe 
Sept. 11 at Mississippi State 
S18. wig = 

| Sept. 25 The Citadel 

Oct. 2 ‘at Tennessee 

| Oct 9 Louisiana Tech . 
Oct. 16 Arkansas. 
Oct. 23) ‘Kentucky =< 
Oct. 30 at Ole Miss 
Nov. 13 Georgia 
Nov. 20 at Alabama | 
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for the Tigers, and the offseason didn’t get 
any better. Two days before Auburn played 
Alabama, university president William 
Walker, athletic director David Housel and 
a member of the university's Board of 
Trustees met with Louisville coach Bobby 
Petrino, Auburn's offensive coordinator in 
2002, about replacing Tuberville. 

When news of the secret meeting hit 
the streets, the stuff hit the fan. Walker 
and Housel were forced to publicly apolo- 
gize to Tuberville, who went from nearly 
being fired to receiving a contract exten- 
sion in the span of two weeks. In the 
process, Auburn fans rallied around him in 
December and the Tigers regrouped in 
time to beat Wisconsin 28-14. 

In the weeks that followed, Walker 
resigned, Housel announced his intention 
to step down in January 2005 and 
Tuberville shook up his coaching staff. 
Now they hope to shake up the SEC West. 


OFFENSE 

Few if any teams in college football 
have a better running back duo than Car- 
nell Williams and Ronnie Brown. Combine 
that with the return of tackle Marcus 
McNeill, guards Danny Lindsey and Troy 
Reddick, and tight end Cooper Wallace, 
and the Tigers should be one of the 
nation’s better running teams. 

However, as the Tigers learned last 
year, that isn’t necessarily enough. And that 
is why Tuberville brought in new offensive 
coordinator Al Borges, who has directed 
some wildly successful offenses at Oregon, 
UCLA and California, among others. 


THE BEST AanpD 
THE BRIGHTEST 


Most Valuable Player 
RB Carnell Williams 


Emerging Star 

LB Travis Williams 

Top Newcomer 
OL Leon Hart 


When Bobby Petrino left after the 
2002 season to become head coach at 
Louisville, Tuberville tried to maintain 
continuity. He promoted Hugh Nall to 
coordinator and brought in Steve Ens- 
minger to help call plays. But the coaches 
never jelled under Petrino’s system, and 
the offense showed it. 

Tuberville took the offensive coordina- 
tor title away from offensive line coach 


Nall and took the play-calling duties away 
from quarterbacks coach Ensminger, who 
was moved to tight ends. Tuberville also 
moved Phillip Lolley from cornerbacks 
coach to director of high school relations. 
Those changes allowed him to bring in 
Borges to run the offense. 

“The guy who's calling the plays 
understands the offense top to bottom, 
and | think that will help us get back on 
track,” Tuberville said. 

“Al Borges has been around. He’s been 
a coordinator for 20 years. He’s worked 
with different offenses and seen a lot of dif- 
ferent things. He’s done a good job of 
adapting to the type of personnel we've 
got instead of making everyone fit into his 
system. It’s been a great transition so far.” 

It better be a successful transition 
come August, because the Tigers desper- 
ately need some help on offense. Even 
with Williams and Brown in the backfield 
last year, they finished 10th in the SEC in 
passing and eighth in scoring. In their five 
losses, the Tigers scored only 7.4 points 
per game. 

“I think it can't do nothing but help 
bring us together and make us a better 
team,” Williams said. “I know a lot of peo- 
ple have counted us out because we lost 
a lot of players on defense and we went 
through so much with the coaches and all, 
but I think we've still got a good chance 
to be in the thick of things.” 

No one needs more help than Jason 
Campbell, who often bore the weight of 
Auburn's struggles last season. Oppo- 
nents stacked their defenses against the 
run, forcing Campbell to make plays or 
run for cover. Despite starting all 13 
games, he didn’t dent the SEC’s top 10 in 
passing yards (with 174 yards per game) 
and finished with 10 touchdowns and 
eight interceptions. 

Now, Campbell finds himself starting 
over again in a new offense. 

“It's a tough situation to be in because 
usually as a quarterback, as the years go 
on, the more you understand the offense 
— the more confident and comfortable 
you become, and the better you get,” 
Campbell said. 

“When you're learning a new offense 
every year it’s tough to do that. Each year 
you have to start over and learn a new 
offense before you can be yourself.” 

For all the attention focused on Camp- 
bell, the Tigers need a lot more help from 
their receivers, especially juniors Ben 
Obomanu and Devin Aromashodu and 
redshirt sophomore Courtney Taylor. 

The three combined for 59 receptions 


JASON CAMPBELL COULD BENEFIT FROM 
THE TIGERS’ NEW OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY. 
PHOTO BY 8.D. MOORE 


and three touchdowns last year. Obo- 
manu, remember, suffered the most 
heartbreaking moment of the season 
when he dropped the would-be winning 
touchdown pass in the final minutes 
against Ole Miss. With the loss of last 
year’s leading receivers, Obomanu, Aro- 
mashodu and Taylor need to grow up 
sooner rather than later. 

“They're all third-year guys now and 
they've had to learn the hard way,” 
Tuberville said. “Now it’s time to put up 
or shut up.” 


DEFENSE 

Last year the Tigers finished third in 
the SEC in scoring and total defense, led 
by Karlos Dansby, Dontarrious Thomas, 
end Reggie Torbor and defensive tackles 
DeMarco McNeil and Reggie Johnson. 
One year later, all those players are gone 
and the Tigers will be vulnerable until their 
replacements grow up. 

“We'll find out real quick how good 
this defense is, and that’s a concern,” 
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TIGERS SPRING ROSTER 


HOMETOWN ‘os. Cuass Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN 


BOS 197 eS Se 254 Moncks Comer, SC 
fr a3 Le EE 
Com m2 Sk 61 22 Hinddb,t 
1 Dev WR 205 yi OG & 63 306 Dages,GA 
64 Rhett Autrey OG k 64 23 by A 16 Kekyluhe CB 6019) Phenix Gy 
87 Cole Bennet TE So 6&5 244 Dahon, GA 75 Stanley McClover DE So 62 252 Filouderdole, AL 
30 KodyBlss P = So_~—sS11._—«:193 Brentwood, TN 73 Moras McNeil OF kk 69 340 Decor, GA 
71 rtd Beit OG So 63 299 PawderSpings,GA 9 Arthony Mix_ WE ee 155 rs ey oe 
Bick Sr G1 03 AboreerCy © 0_ Mathew Noley WR fr__ 510173 Opel 
Rona Brown RS G1 232 Corerwle,GA—53._ChaseNewton OS fr__ 61238 Daphne 
52 Kevis Burma a ee 2 Ben Choon WR ok 61 193 Selma 
7 daonGoplel GB S65 220 Tokens, 6 KenONed Br S675 Cont TN 
45 Chris Chappell OF = 61-223 Birminghom 79 Jonathon Palmer OG So 65 317 Decor,GA 
a ee en ee ee 
62 Pete Campion DS fr 66 232 Brentwood, N 19 MordovsFits DB So 6303 Lonchopcha 
Sc ae = Mee = |i TE So 62 234 Doken,GA 
12 Brandon Cox Of 62 196 Tnswile SE Da i 
95 Chas robot Sk 62187 Olena fae A 
85 _SiosDaries WR S60 193 _lekorile FL ‘es cet Ms BA ee 
21 KartiDede BS 61 208 Woodbide, VA _—— BEES 
5 CosmeyDewon BSS 198 Mion, AL < — = = _— Siar 
—— yee Ode ee ee a 
a oo eee 9 ALRAn OS 6026 tke 
99 Tez Dookie NG fr 63 28 Opsika —— 
— ee SS So 60 211 _CroxberyTwp,PA 
9% TimDuckverh DT So 63308 _Toyeravil, MS ee = 
7 Xi OF 68 0 Brenwood,IN —— __§_& #4 
94 ie 0 5 65.267 Menoey — Bf 3) 7 Sew 
aa Oe HS B62 7nd N 
Bea J) aL a) Wek 65 715 Godden 
See SISOS ee a ah Bk 510 20 Vee 
11__Dasin Goon Ce BS 62 225 Bminghon 
aed ee es 3 Cal Sewor RB 61212 Aboo,IN 
24 Guin Goes el RMB a a 90 Chad Srochon B oF 60 27 Weble 
69 BenGrbbs OG "So 63.1) bead 85 Courtney Toyer WR S62 195 Cordon 
fa EERE ETT 97 kesh Thonn NG Fr 60 25 Stdesboro, GA 
Be Nagiasn DE S64 234 Almond Cy 78 RichInds «SOT G8 Homer 
92 Brandon Holey UE FF 633 Nohelond AL 0. jada latin “i tae Gs ay 
35 WilHerng FS SoG 212 Opatha &  GeoreVelore OTS S23 Dihera Fh 
Ve _ wena TS * = Cordele, GA 7 kinVogn KS 61-19% _ Brentwood, IN 
49 Kerntebhs os Tompo, Al 8 Cooper Wolloce TE & 64 253 Nosh, IN 
42 __BretHelinen 510177 Nerinhecion = 63—_Wiam Weed CS 62 20 Prove 
43 GondeHclidd = WR fr 63175 FoitumGA 3] AntoriousWihoms «Sk S11 08 Cok GA 
5 AexHowel WR fr 59171 Montgomery 24 Comal Wiles RB & SI 4 Atle 
91 Todd Highes DT ok G1 22 Meet,GA 21 GraigWiloms, = WR So 510199 NewOrkers lA 
7 _heemylngle —C & 62 25 Nerigomey % Geld Wilms 1k 59192 Comb GA 
3 David rns DB k 61183. Dondo,GA 51 Travis Wifoms Bok 6) 2 GambnX 
41 Kenny tons RR So SIl_191_Doc,GA 25 George Winey B ok 58 188 Took 
5B Thidon ONG G1 50K Opetha 18 PhipYos Kk & 60 195 Am 
80 JoonKeaser WR So 60 156 Gerken 10 Domnay Young SS & 60 204 GolegePo, GA 


DEFENSE 
QB —_ Jason Campbell, Sr.*/Brandon Cox, RFr. DE _ Bret Eddins, Sr.*/Doug Langenfeld, Sr. 
‘RB Carnell Williams, Sr.*/Ronnie Brown, Sr. ‘DT — TJ. Jackson, Jr./Josh Thompson, RFr. 
“FB Jake Slaughter, Jr./Andrew Turman, RFr. ‘DT —_Jay Ratliff, Sr./Wayne Dickens, Jr. 
WR Devin Aromashodu, Jr./Ben Obomanu, It ‘DE ~~ Stanley McClover, So./Marquies Gunn, So. 
WR Courtney Taylor, So./Silas Daniels, Sr. =a hE Kevin Sears, So./Derrick Graves, Sr. 

i. Cooper Wallace, Jr.*/Cole Bennett, Ci x Bb ___ Mayo Sowell, Sr./Quentin Groves, RFr. 

LT Marcus McNeill, Jr.*/King Dunlap, RFr. 1B Travis Williams, Jr.*/Antarrious Williams, Jr. 
LG Ben Grubbs, So./Jonathan Palmer, So. CB Carlos Rogers, Sr.*/ Courtney Denson, RFr. 
~C Jeremy Ingle, Sr./Steven Ross, Jr. — CB _lamel Ages, Sr./Patrick Lee, RFr. 

RG ‘Danny Lindsey, Sr.*/Jarrod Brit, So. ss Junior Rosegreen, Sr.*/Donnay Young, Sr. 

RT Troy Reddick, Jr.*/Rich Trucks, Sr. 7 FS Will Herring, So.*/Kevin Hobbs, Jr.* 

K John Vaughn, So.*/Philip Yost, Sr. P Kody Bliss, So.*/John Vaughn, So. 


NOTEBOOK 


onsidering Jason Campbell's vet- 

eran status and Brandon Cox's total 

lack of experience, it’s way too 
early to suggest Aubum could have a quarter- 
back controversy in August. 

But Cox did his part to at least create some 
competition in the spring. 

After backup quarterback Josh Sullivan left 
the football program in the spring to make a 
fulltime commitment to the baseball team, Cox 
took advantage of his second spring on cam- 
pus. Cox, a 6-foot-2, 196-pound left-handed 
redshirt freshman, completed 45 of 70 passes 
for 646 yards and five touchdowns in six spring 
sc es. 

That included 8-for-9 for 103 yards in the 
final scrimmage. 

Cox did most of his damage against the 
second team, but he gained much-needed con- 
fidence and caught the attention of the coach- 
ing staff, including new offensive coordinator Al 
Borges. 

“We're not going to say never,” Aubum 
coach Tommy Tuberville said. “We want all of 
them to compete. Jason Campbell will be our 
starting quarterback. But this is a new offense. 
You never know what's going to happen.” 

Campbell, who has started 27 games over 
the past three seasons, had a strong spring per- 
formance. In six scrimmages, Campbell com- 
pleted 49 of 88 passes for 567 yards and four 
touchdowns, mostly against the first-team 
defense. 

“He's picked it up faster than I think any 
quarterback I think I've had,” Borges said. 
“He’s been well-coached up to this point. Alll I 
had to do was program him to our stuff.” 

e Lemarcus Rowell, a highly touted line- 
backer coming out of high school, was sus- 
pended for the 2003 season after being 
convicted for driving under the influence, pos- 
session of marijuana and carrying a pistol with- 
out a permit. He spent the 2003 season at 
Itawamba (Miss.) Community College, and re- 
enrolled at Aubum for the spring semester but 
soon found himself buried on the depth chart. 
He left the team with the intention of transfer- 


ring. 

e Auburn's backfield finally became too 
crowded for senior Brandon Jacobs, who left 
the team in the spring and transferred to South- 
em Illinois, where he will be eligible to play this 
fall. Jacobs arrived from Coffeyville (Kan.) 
Community College with high expectations for 
sharing the ball with Carnell Williams and Ron- 
nie Brown. He did finish second on the team 
with 446 yards, but most of his carries came in 
a mop-up role. 
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TRAVIS WILLIAMS IS THE TIGERS’ LONE 
RETURNING STARTER AT LINEBACKER. 
PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 


Tuberville said, noting that the Tigers face 
SEC teams in two of their first three games. 

“For the most part, you win early on 
defense and then hope your offense 
catches up with your defense as the sea- 
son goes along. | think this time our 
offense is going to have to step up early 
in the season for us because the defense 
has some growing to do.” 

The coaches are excited about their 
lone returning starter at linebacker, junior 
Travis Williams. Defensive linemen Bret 
Eddins and Jay Ratliff bring plenty of expe- 
rience, and sophomore end Stanley 
McClover’s motor runs all the time, so he 
might be part of the solution. Still, the 
front seven has plenty of questions to 
answer. The questions are different in the 
secondary. The Tigers didn’t lose any 
defensive backs, but the secondary still 
has a lot to prove after emerging as the 
weak link in last year’s defense. 

“They learned the hard way last year,” 
Tuberville said. “They got burned several 
times and gave up some big plays. We've 
got good speed and quickness back there, 


Williams Ready to ‘Carry the Torch’ 


lose All-American linebackers such 

as Karlos Dansby and Dontarrious 
Thomas. But Auburn finds hope in the 
emergence of talented junior Travis 
Williams, a returning starter whose next 
step must be out of their shadows and 
into the role of leader and playmaker. 

“It’s kind of weird,” Williams said. 

“| guess it’s my time to lead. 
| have to carry the torch as far as 
being a leader on and off the field, in 
the classroom and doing stuff in the 
community.” 

If the spring was any indication, 
Williams is ready to carry the responsi- 
bility that comes with his new role as 
Auburn‘s most experienced linebacker 
in a defense attempting to replace five 
starters among its front seven. 

“Travis Williams is a really good 
player,” said Joe Whitt, who has 
coached linebackers at Auburn for 
most of the past 24 years. 

“He will be, before he leaves, as 
fine a linebacker as has ever played 
here.” 

Williams showed signs of his 


| t would be difficult for any team to 


but experience is the number one thing you 
need back there — and we didn’t have it.” 
Even with the experience, the Tigers 


OMEWHERE BETWEEN 
A SUMMER OF HIGH 
EXPECTATIONS AND 


THE SUGAR BOWL, THE TIGERS 
SUFFERED A HARD FALL THAT LEFT 
THEM WITH FIVE LOSSES AND 

A LOT OF EXPLAINING TO DO, 


had to do some shifting in the spring. Kevin 
Hobbs moved to free safety behind Will 
Herring after starting seven games at cormer- 
back in 2003, and Junior Rosegreen finally 
appears to be entrenched at strong safety 
after starting six games at comer last fall. 
“We've got a lot of guys really step- 
ping up,” Rosegreen said. “If we play 
together, we'll be one of the top secon- 


potential throughout the 2003 season, 
even if it wasn’t as noticeable as the 
contributions of Dansby and Thomas. 
He finished third on the team, behind 
his more famous teammates, with 67 
total tackles, including 8.5 for losses, 
three pass breakups and four quarter- 
back hurries. 

He made one of his biggest plays 
of the season in a close game against 
Arkansas. 

With Auburn ahead 10-3 midway 
through the fourth quarter, Razorbacks 
quarterback Matt Jones appeared to be 
on his way to a long touchdown run 
before Williams hit him, popping the 
ball away. Junior Rosegreen pounced 
on the fumble at Auburn’s 8-yard line, 
and the Tigers held on to win. 

“Travis made a great play in a time 
of need,” Whitt said. 

“That might have been the biggest 
play of the whole game because we 

ot the ball and turned them away 
fork the goal line. It was just one of 
those big, big plays. But that’s the kind 
of player that Travis is. He’s going to 
make something happen.” 


daries in the SEC,” 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

The Tigers also need more help from 
the kicking game. Punter Kody Bliss did 
his part as a true freshman by ranking 
fourth in the conference with 42.9 yards 
per attempt, but kicker John Vaughn, 
another true freshman, made only 6 of 10 
field goals. His occasional replacement, 
Phillip Yost, made only 5 of 9. Vaughn 
and Yost are back, and they must improve 
to give the offense a lift. 

“We struggled more than we could 
afford to in our kicking game last year,” 
Tuberville said. “We were barely 50 percent 
on field goals and when that happens, 
you're going to lose a couple of close 
games by not taking advantage of field posi- 
tion.” 

Tre Smith will continue to return punts 
and Devin Aromashodu will be the most 
likely kick returner, but the Tigers could 
definitely use more big plays than they 
produced last year. 

— Richard Scott 
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the system.” 

It's all the comments, criticisms, opin- 
ions and theories written or spoken by the 
media, fans, boosters and alumni. 

Zook tells his assistant coaches and play- 
ers to ignore it, because paying attention to 


iF lorida coach Ron Zook calls it “noise in 


it gives it legitimacy, and then it becomes 
a major distraction. In the meantime, it’s just 
noise. 

But it’s getting louder, and more ... 
well, distracting. 

After back-to-back 8-5 seasons that 
included Outback Bowl losses, some of that 
“noise in the system” is saying the Gators 
may have to win nine or 10 games in 2004 
or there won't be a Year 4 for Zook. 

“Do we?” Zook asked. “I’m looking at it 
this way: We're going to be a better football 
team. I said we were going to be a better 
football team last year, and we were. We're 
going to be a better football team this year. 

“What does that mean (in terms of 


2003: 8-5 overall; 6-2 SEC (T-Ist, East} 


GOAGH: Ron Zook —At Florida and overall: 


16-10, 2 years 

RETURNING STARTERS; 9; 5 offense, 
2 defense, kicker, punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: OB Chris Leak, 
RB Ciatrick Fason, WR Andre Caldwell, 
DT Marcus Thomas, LB Channing Crow- 
der, LB Earl Everett 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Leak enters his 
second year as the starter after a fresh- 
man All-American season, and Fason and 
DeShawn Wynn are potential 1,000-yard 
backs. Center Mike Degory anchors what 
should be a solid offensive line. A good 
group of linebackers, led by Crowder, will 
play behind two potential All-SEC tackles 


record)? | don’t know.” 

Neither does athletic director Jeremy 
Foley, who hired his longtime friend after 
Steve Spurrier's surprising resignation en 
route to the NFL after the 2001 season. Foley 
hasn't given Zook a minimum level of suc- 
cess for 2004 — although there seems to be 


a general consensus among fans that the 
Gators need to at /east reach the Southeast- 
em Conference title game. 

“The bottom line is everybody knows 
what the expectations are at the University 
of Florida,” Foley said. 

“We expect to compete at the highest 
level in all sports. Certainly football is no dif- 
ferent. I never sit down with any of our 
coaches and say, You have to do this.’ Just 
bust your butt, stay honest, do things the 
right way, and I’m confident good things will 
happen.” 

Nobody can argue that Zook hasn't 
worked hard. He’s brought in back-to-back 
top 10 recruiting classes, which included 
quarterback Chris Leak and linebacker Chan- 
ning Crowder, both of whom were named 
freshmen all-American in 2003 by various 


in Thomas and Ray McDonald. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Both corner- 
backs are first-time starters who played 
mostly on special teams, and the 
defensive ends lack significant experi- 
ence. There is plenty of speed and tal- 
ent at receiver, but other than 
possession guy O.J. Small, the group is 
unproven. 

OVERVIEW: The Gators will be able to 
move the ball and score points, but 


does the defense have enough capable | 


players? A strong pass rush can be the 
best help to an inexperienced sec- 


ondary ... but, well, the Gators have no | 
proven pass rusher. Fun to watch? Yes. | 


SEC East champs? Probably not. 


organizations. Zook’s long days and seem- 
ingly endless energy have been well-docu- 
mented in his first two years. 

But 10 losses in two seasons — which 
hadn't happened since 1988-89 (14-10) — 
doesn’t sit well with Florida fans, who were 
spoiled by Spurrier’s 12 years of dominance 


of the SEC. It doesn’t please Zook, either, but 
he is adamant that the 8-5 Gators of 2003 
were better than the 8-5 Gators of 2002. 

Zook’s first team was routed at home by 
LSU and Miami and at Florida State, and 
struggled to beat Vanderbilt. Last year's 
team lost by five at Miami (after blowing 
a 23-point lead), rallied from an 18-point 
fourth-quarter deficit to beat Kentucky, and 
won five consecutive games — including 
three in a row on the road against teams 
ranked in the top 11 (at eventual national- 
champion LSU, Arkansas and vs. Georgia in 
Jacksonville). 

Following that win over the Bulldogs, 
Zook jumped on the Florida bench and 
pumped his arms at the fans at Alltel Sta- 
dium. 

A 38-34 loss at home to rival Florida 
State didn’t dampen the enthusiasm for what 
Zook had done because of questionable 
fumble calls by Atlantic Coast Conference 
officials working the game. But a listless, 
seemingly who-cares performance in a 
37-17 loss to lowa in the Outback Bowl did, 
as all the goodwill Zook had won from fans 
seemed to evaporate on a sunny New Year's 
Day in Tampa. 

The noise retumed. 

“| don’t know how one game can 
detract from what he did do,” Foley said. 

“If they feel that way, then they're saying the 
lowa game was more important than the 
LSU game, the Georgia game, even the 
Florida State game. | don’t buy that. That stuff 
happens. 


CHRIS LEAK WAS 6-3 AS A STARTER IN 2003 
AND LED THE GATORS TO THREE STRAIGHT 
WINS OVER HIGHLY RANKED TEAMS. 
PHOTO BY TOMASSO DEROSA 
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Name / Position HomETOWwN HicH ScHoot / Couece 


Rieter ed No 15 dese cl aon. Rede player be | 
ivals.com No. 15 i nationally... Ranked No. 9 in Georgia by SuperPrep... All- 
Metro... Played offensive and defensive lineman, 


CASEY, Tote TE 67,25 longnews TX Longview 

Ranked No. 7 tight end nationally by Rivals.com... SuperPrep rated No. Bm nee Asa senior, had 

ieee x72 yrch Fea Le eapiere en apa eee ne as a junior... Pro base- 
prospect. 


ESTOPINAN, Javier LB 6-3, 235 Miami South Miami 

SuperPrep rated No. 71 player in Florida... Hod 112 tackles, including 22 tackles for loss, five quarterback 
sacks, three fumbles caused and two interceptions as a senior... As a junior, won state wrestling championship 
and hod 45-0 record, 


GRACE, Dawayne DB 6-2, 180 Jocksonville Ed White 

Ranked No. 18 conor okey eikonal 100... Honorable mention 
All-State..... Participated in the Florida-California All-Star game... As a senior, had 567 yards rushing at quor- 
terback... Had 61 tackles and Iwo interceptions at comerback. 

GUTHRIE, Done TE 6-3, 230 Miami Killian 


Rivals.com rated No. 15 tight end nationally... Ranked No. 73 player in Florida by SuperPrep... All-Dade 
County tight end and defensive end... Threw discus and shot put for track team. 


HARVEY, Derrick DL 6-5, 235 Greenbelt, MD Roosevelt 

USA Today second-team All-American... SuperPrep All-American, ranked No. | player in Mid-Ailantic 
Region... Rated No, 2 defensive end nationally by Rivals.com... Gatorade Ma of the Year... All- 
State... Hod 150 tackles, five fumbles caused and two fumbles recovered as a senior... Set state record with 31 
quarterback sacks... Two-year letterman in basketball. 


INGRAM, Cornelius QB 65,215 Hawthome Hawthorne 

Rated No. 3 quarterback nationally by Rivals.com... The Sporting News ranked No, 49 player nationally... As 

‘ere more than 1,400 yards passing... Averaged 25 points per game as junior shooting guard for 
team. 


JACKSON, Kyle DB 641,190 Neptune Beach Fletcher 
Rivals.com ranked No. 2 safety and No. 51 player nationally... Rated No. 9 seatbelt 
Had 106 tackles and six interceptions as a senior... As a junior, had 106 , including 17 tackles for loss, 


and nine interceptions... Had 25 career interceptions, 


JOINER, Tony DB 62,190 Haines City Haines City 

Rated No. 20 safety nationally by Rivals.com... SuperPrep ranked No. 25 player in Florida... All-State... 
Played quarterback, linebacker and wide receiver... In final Wo prep seasons, had 200 tackles and 10 intercep- 
tions, 


MANGOLD, Michae! DL 6-3, 250 Merritt Island Merritt Island 

ranked No, 31\ player at his position nationally and No, 68 player in Florida... Missed more than 
half of senior season, but still made 11 quarterback sacks... Third-team All-State as a junior... Had 95 tackles, 
including 25 tackles for loss, and 9.5 quarterlsack sacks. 


Name / Postion Size HOMETOWN Hich ScHoot / Couece 


MANSON, Markus 8B 6-1, 195 Tuscaloosa, AL Hillcrest 

Rated No. 11 running back nationally by Rivals.com... SuperPrep ranked No. 4 player in Alabama... 
Tuscaloosa News Super 11... As a senior, had 1,701 yards rushing and 22 touchdowns... Had 1,910 
yards rushing and 20 touchdowns as a junior... Indoor state champion in long jump and 55-meter dash. 


MCINTOSH, Michael WR 6-2, 180 Jacksonville First Coast 

Rivals.com ranked No. 12 wide receiver nationally... All-Conference as a junior... Had more than 1,000 
yards receiving and 23 touchdowns in final two seasons... As a junior quarterback, had more than 600 
yards passing, 400 yards rushing and 10 touchdowns. 


McPHEARSON, Derrick WR 6-1, 185 Hyattsville, MD Dematha 

Rated No, 42 wide receiver nationally by Rivals.com... SuperPrep ranked No. 4 player in Mid-Atlantic 
Region... Had 38 receptions for 778 and eight touchdowns as a senior... Had 23 tackles and three 
interceptions... Returned two kickoffs for touchdowns... Top baseball prospect. 


MILLER, Drew OL 6-6, 305 Sarasota Riverview 

USA Hr rial pig bien ae ranked betty igi tackle ete 61 player 
nationally... No. 7 player in Florida by SuperPrep... Graded almost 90 t on blocking assign- 
ments as a junior... Had 70 pancake blocks... Hold state records in snatch ad clean and jerk. 


NICOLAS, Mcintosh ATH 6-2, 190 Immokalee Immokalee 

Rated No, 18 player in Florida by SuperPrep... Orlando Sentinel Florida Top 100... Play 
back and wide receiver... As a senior, had 23 receptions for 483 yards and four touch 
champion in 100- and 200-meter dashes... Runs 4.22 in the 40-yard dash. 


defensive 
Ss... State 


RUTLEDGE, Eric LB 6-1, 230 Gainesville P.K. Yonge 

Gainesville Sun Co-Defensive Player of the Year in 2003... Had almost 1,500 yards rushing as a junior... 
Helped basketball team to state championship game in 2003. 

SILER, Brandon LB 6-2, 215 Orlando Evans 


Rivals.com ranked No. 4 outside linebacker nationally... Rated No. 26 player in Florida by SuperPrep... 
Orlando Sentinel Florida Top 100... Played linebacker, tight end and defensive end... As a senior, had 
103 tackles, five sarin sacks and four fumbles recovered... Had 530 yards rushing and 10 touch- 


ns. 


eh Jim Oe i 6-4, may Fn itr eA Honed oy 
Rated No. 26 offensive guard nationa ivals.com,.. SuperPrep ranked No. 64 player in Florida... 
Orlando Sentinel Florida Top 100... One uh Florida's top prep powerlifters. 


TRAUTWEIN, Phil OL 67,310 Voorhees, NJ Eastern 
Rivals.com ranked No. 28 offensive tackle nationally and No. 9 player in New Jersey... Rated No. 7 
player in New Jersey by SuperPrep. 


WATKINS, Jason OL 6-9, 300 Lokeland lake Gibson 
Rated No. 22 offensive tackle nationally by Rivals.com... SuperPrep ranked No. 16 as in Florida... 
Rated be 41 player on Florida Top 50 by Tampa Bay Online... AltStole.. Only played two seasons of 
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INDIVIDUAL STATS 


PASSING : 
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“That's why you look at the big picture. 
You look at the whole season. A lot of good 
things happened. Is that the type of season 
we want? Ultimately, no, but to say it's 
a total bust is inappropriate.” 

That’s why Foley extencled Zook’s con- 
tract two more years through the 2008 sea- 
son. He didn’t give his coach a raise (Zook 
makes $1.3 million), but Foley likes to have 
all his coaches working on five-year cleals, 
and Zook declined an extension after his first 
season. 

It was done to help recruiting, and as 
a show of support. The athletic director says 
he has seen progress and expects that to 
continue. And if it doesn't? 

The noise will grow to be deafening. 


OFFENSE 

As always at Florida, things revolve 
around the quarterback, and the Gators have 
a good one in sophomore Chris Leak. 

Leak became the starter in the fifth game 
last year, and led Florida to a 6-3 record that 
included the impressive three straight wins 
over highly ranked teams. He had some 
freshman meltdowns — three interceptions 
in the fourth quarter in a home loss to Ole 
Miss, a potentially disastrous interception 
against Arkansas that was voided by a 
penalty — but he had more great moments. 

He threw for two touchdowns and no 
tinterceptions in the Gators’ 19-7 upset of 
LSU, despite facing continual pressure. He 
led the Gators to three touchdowns in the 
fourth quarter of the rally at Kentucky, and 
directed the game-winning drive against 
Georgia that resulted in Matt Leach’s 33-yard 
field goal with 33 seconds to play. 

Zook promoted Larry Fedora from run 
game coordinator to offensive coordinator in 
the offseason (demoting Ed Zaunbrecher to 
being just the quarterbacks coach), a move 
done to increase the tempo. That means 
plays getting signaled in quicker and more 
snaps, which in tum means more throws for 
Leak — and an occasional drive or two in 
which Leak (2,435 yards, 16 TDs) will call his 
own plays. 

Zook said the Gators will further open 
the already wide-open passing game, 
though there's concem about whether he 
has the receivers to do it. 

Possession receiver O.]. Small is the lone 
retuming starter (35 catches), but there is 
speed and athleticism behind him in Andre 
Caldwell, Jemalle Comelius, Dallas Baker, 
Chad Jackson, and Reggie Lewis. 

Caldwell played the most of that group 
last season, catching 19 passes, and he could 
become UF's go-to receiver. He rooms with 
Leak, and the quarterback’s obsessive film 


study and workout regimen has rubbed off 
on Caldwell, a former Parade All-American. 

UF has to find a replacement for tight 
end Ben Troupe, who was the Gators’ lead- 
ing receiver last season (39 catches). Junior 
college transfer Markell Thompson and 
senior David Kenner are the front-runners, 
though Kenner was a disappointment last 
season after transferring from junior college 
because he struggled to pick up the offense. 
He was on the field for only 22 plays. 

There's no such concem at running back, 
where the Gators have a pair of potential 
1,000-yard backs in DeShawn Wynn and 
Ciatrick Fason. Both split time last season 
with departed senior Ran Carthon, though 
Fason got hot midway through the season, 
tushing for 380 of his 583 yards in wins over 
LSU, Arkansas and South Carolina. 

Wynn (540 yards) had fumble problems 
in 2003 — he lost two on the goal line going 
in for touchdowns. If that continues, Fason 
will get the bulk of the work. Jimtavis Walker, 
who had 19 carries in 2003, transferred, 
leaving Skyler Thomton (eight carries) as the 
only other running back on the roster with 
game action. 

UF has to replace the left side of the 
offensive line. Seniors Jon Colon and Tavares 
Washington are battling for the starting spot 
at tackle. Junior Lance Butler, who started 10 
games at right guard last season, moves 
over to left guard. 

Junior Mike Degory will start for the third 
consecutive year at center, and to his right 
will be senior guard Mo Mitchell, who 
played defensive tackle last season, and 
junior Randy Hand, who started 12 games at 
right tackle last season. 


DEFENSE 

Entering the 2003 season, the Gators 
were solid in the secondary but unproven in 
the front seven. It's the opposite in 2004, with 
an unproven secondary the biggest question. 

Senior strong safety Cory Bailey, a veteran 
of 37 games (with 12 starts), and junior free 
safety Jarvis Herring (27 games) are the only 


THE BEST anpD 
THE BRIGHTEST 


Most Valuable Player 
OB Chris Leak 


Emerging Star 

DT Marcus Thomas 
Top Newcomer 
DE Jeremy Mincey 


CENTER MIKE DEGORY IS A THREE-YEAR 
STARTER FOR THE GATORS, AND ONE OF 
CHRIS LEAK’S PRIMARY PROTECTORS. 


PHOTO BY TOMASSO DEROSA 


defensive backs on the roster with more than 
marginal experience. 

The new starting comers figure to be 
senior Reynaldo Hill (a juco transfer last year) 
and sophomore Dee Webb, who played 
mostly on special teams last season. 

Add that the new secondary coach has 
no prior college experience — Dan Disch was 
a high school coach in Jacksonville for 16 years 
— and you can see why there’s concem. 

There are not many worries in the front 
seven, though. 

Sophomore tackles Marcus Thomas and 
Ray McDonald (a freshman all-American) are 
rising stars, and senior Eric Holcombe and 
junior Kenny Parker are solid backups. Thomas 
and Parker started at times last year, and their 
emergence allowed Mo Mitchell to move 
back to offense. 

Channing Crowder is already one of the 
SEC’s best linebackers. Had it not been for his 
amazing season, more people would have 
been talking about Earl Everett, another fresh- 
man sometime-starter in ’03. The other starter 
will be senior Travis Harris, a former linebacker 
who moved to defensive end and then back 
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Chris Leak, So.*/Gavin Dickey, So 


Ciatrick Fason, Jr./' Skyler Thornton, So. 


Ou. Small, Sr.*/Reggie Lewis, So. 


‘Andre Caldwell, So./Chad Jackson, So. 


Dallas Baker, Jr. OR Jemalle Cornelius, So 


Markell Thompson, Jr./David Kenner, Sr. 


~ Jonathan Colon, Sr./Tavares Washington, Sr. 


Lance Butler, Jr.*/Steve Rissler, So. 


"Mike Degory, Jr. */Billy Griffin, Sr. 


Mo Mitchell, Sr. OR Anthony Guerrero, Sr. 


Randy ‘Hand, Jr.*/Carlton Medder, Fr. 


Matt Leach, Sr.*/Chris Hetland, So. 


DE 


B65 89/9 


~ Marcus Thomas, So./Kenny Parker, Jr. 


~ Earl Everett, So./Taurean Charles, So. 


Steven Harris, So./Tranell Morant, Fr. 


Ray McDonald, So.*/Eric Holcombe, Sr. 
Jeremy Mincey, Jr./Jarvis Moss, Fr. 


Channing Crowder, So.*/Howard Lingard, So. 
Travis Harris, Sr. OR Todd McCullough, Jr. 
Reynaldo Jo Hill, Sr. OR Vernell Brown, Jr 
Dee Webb, So./Deshawn Carter, Jr. 

Cory Bailey, Sr./Nick | Brooks, So 

Jarvis Herring, Jr./, Zephrin / Agel, Sr, 
Eric Wilbur, So.*/Nick Fleming, Jr. 


NOTEBOOK 


oe Cohen was one of four Florida 

players who made position 

changes in the spring, but he was 
the only player whose mother was con- 
sulted. 

Cohen, a fullback/defensive end at 
Melbourne (Fla.) Palm Bay High School, 
spent his freshman season at Florida as a 
fullback after insisting he be recruited as an 
offensive player. But midway through the 
2003 season, Cohen decided he wanted to 
play defense. 

Zook was reluctant to make the switch, 
even after Cohen asked. He finally 
relented, though, provided Cohen’s mother 
approved of the switch. 

Turns out that Sandra Byrd not only 
approved the move, she encouraged it. 

“She was pushing defense more than 
(defensive coordinator Charlie) Strong 
was,” Cohen said. 

« Nutritionists have preached for years 
that eating late at night is bad for you, 
especially if you're trying to lose weight. 
Defensive tackle Marcus Thomas isn’t con- 
cerned with that, but one late-night snack 
was pretty costly, anyway. 

Thomas was supposed to undergo 
surgery to repair a hernia on April 5, but 
his surgery was delayed until April 8 
because of a late-night refrigerator raid. 

“He had something to eat after mid- 
night and they couldn't do it,” Zook said. 

And what was it that the 6-3, 274- 
pound Thomas couldn't resist? Ribs. 

“It was 2:30 and I was up,” Thomas 
said sheepishly. “I was hungry.” 

Anyone scheduled for surgery is not 
supposed to eat anything after midnight on 
the day of the surgery because they could 
have a reaction to the anesthesia. 

¢ When Zook promoted Larry Fedora 
to offensive coordinator, he said he made 
the move to improve the tempo on 
offense. Then he said there would be 
hardly any changes in the offense, and the 
ones that were made might be too subtle to 
pick up. 

But here's one way to see what Zook 
meant by improving the tempo: Watch the 
play clock. 

Not a small thing to the head coach 
last season was that the Gators would use 
almost the full 25 seconds to get a play 
called, get to the line of scrimmage, and 
snap the ball. In 2004, there probably will 
be more time left on the play clock when 
the ball is snapped. 
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CRAZY LIKE A FOX? 
GATOR LINEBACKER CHANNING CROWDER 
USES HIS REPUTATION TO HIS ADVANTAGE. 
PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 


to linebacker in the spring, or junior Todd 
McCullough, who missed most of last season 
with a shoulder injury. 

The question is at defensive end, where 
none of the players vying for starting jobs 
have played much, ifat all. Junior college 
transfer Jeremy Mincey was one of the 
spring's biggest surprises, and he and sopho- 
more Steven Harris should be the starters. 

Among those competing for time is 
sophomore Joe Cohen, a 266-pound fullback 
who, last season, asked to move to defensive 
end, and redshirt freshman Jarvis Moss. Moss 
had eamed early playing time last season but 
aggravated a muscle sprain in his pelvic area 
in the third game of the season and was red- 
shirted. 

The Gators lack experience at some key 
spots (they have just two “official” retuming 
starters, but another five started at times last 
year), but they don’t lack athleticism or speed. 
This looks like it will be the most athletic and 
fastest cdlefense Florida has had in five years. 

“If you watch us, that’s one thing about 


Never a Boring Moment with Crowder 


hanning Crowder sometimes 
( looks a little crazy, sometimes 

acts a little crazy, and some- 
times says something crazy, too. 

The dude, they mumble, is a little 
crazy. 

“| don't deny I’m crazy any more,” 
Crowder said. “I just accept it and go 
on with my life.” 

It’s quite a life, too, replete with 
stuffing running backs, sacking quarter- 
backs, knocking down passes ... 
wrestling boars. Stuff like that. 

Last year, he joined teammates Brian 
Crum and Earl Everett in hunting wild 
boars, using dogs to force them into the 
open. Instead of shooting the animals, 
they apparently would dive on top of 
them, grab their legs and tie them up. 

“That,” receiver O.J. Small said, “is 
crazy.” 

Thing is, Crum did it long before he 
ever met Crowder. But the story has 
become sort of local legend, saddling 
Crowder with the reputation of, well, 
not being all there. Nobody seems to 
mention Crum or Everett when they tell 
that story, and those two certainly 
aren’t considered crazy. 

That's because the story just seems 


to fit Crowder better. He has wild hair; 


E’RE GOING TO BE 

A BETTER FOOTBALL 
TEAM. I SAID WE WERE 
GOING TO BE A BETTER 


FOOTBALL TEAM LAST YEAR, AND 
WE WERE. WE'RE GOING TO BE 

A BETTER FOOTBALL TEAM THIS 
YEAR.” 


— Ron Zook 


us,” defensive coordinator Charlie Strong said. 
“We can run.” 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

An area that has been a problem for the 
Gators under Zook — which is a bit perplex- 
ing considering his background as a special 
teams coach — should be rather trouble-free 
in 2004. 

Senior kicker Matt Leach has overcome 
an erratic start to his career to become almost 


combination.” 


he has the typical linebacker mentality; 
and he’s a non-stop amusing chatter- 
box who loves to entertain the media. 

“He plays you guys,” Florida coach 
Ron Zook said. “He’s messing with you 

uys.” 

The 6-2, 241-pound Crowder may 
be a litle crazy on the field, too. Con- 
sider the Gators’ 24-22 win at South 
Carolina last season. Whenever he 
could during the game, Crowder would 
try to talk to Gamecocks coach Lou 
Holtz. He had plenty to say, too, 
because he had 14 tackles. 

Don’t equate crazy with irresponsible 
play. Crowder finished with 106 tackles, 
just nine behind safety Daryl Dixon for 
the team high, despite missing two 

james — one for suspension, the other 
Pines of arthroscopic knee surgery. 

Though he was only a freshman, 
he quickly became one of the defense’s 
leaders. 

“| performed last year, so every- 
body kind of looks up to me, and 
knows I’m going to be there, and 
knows I’m going to play hard for them. 
They respect that,” Crowder said. 

“But | do have that litle crazy men- 
tality too, so | think it’s a pretty good 


automatic from inside 40 yards. He has made 
17 of his last 20 kicks from inside that dis- 
tance, and has made 48 consecutive extra 
points (41 of 41 in 2003). 

He has proven himself a big-game kicker, 
too, making a 33-yard field goal with 33 sec- 
onds to play to beat Georgia and kicking four 
field goals (three from 40-plus yards) against 
Florida State. 

In 2002, the Gators went through three 
punters who combined to average just 36. | 
yards. Enter freshman Eric Wilbur, who aver- 
aged 44.8 yards in 2003, got the ball off 
quicker, and never hit one end-over-end. 

Wilbur struggled a bit in the spring and 
dropped to No. 2 on the depth chart behind 
junior walk-on Nick Fleming, but should be 
the punter in the fall. 

Andre Caldwell is back to retum kicks, 
along with Chad Jackson and Dee Webb. 
Junior Vemell Brown will probably retum punts 
after averaging 13.6 yards last year in 
a reserve role. 

— Michael DiRocco 
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ark Richt is only too glad to have 
M-=- of his stars hang around for 

another year — even when the 
NFL was in the offing — and it’s not just 
because of what they can do for his team 
and program. 


He likes their presence in Athens 


Talent in 


because of what it says about the pro- 
gram. 

“| think it’s a good sign when guys 
decide to stay,” Richt said. “It shows 
they feel like they're being treated well 
and shows they’re not just being driven 
by the NFL.” 

Granted, the Bulldogs lost two defen- 
sive starters to early departure — rover 
Sean Jones and end Robert Geathers. But 
the list of those who decided to stay is 
longer: quarterback David Greene, defen- 
sive end David Pollack, wide receiver Fred 
Gibson, free safety Thomas Davis. 

“They feel like this season can be very 
special, and they want to be a big part of 
it,” Richt said. 

How special? Consider the view of 
Davis, their All-America safety. Speaking 
more candidly than boastfully, Davis said, 


2003: | |-3 overall; 6-2 SEC (Ist, East} 

COACH: Mark Richt — At Georgia and over- 
all: 32-8, 3 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: |7; 10 
offense, 6 defense, punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: OB David 
Greene, WR Fred Gibson, TB Kregg Lump- 
kin, DE David Pollack, LB Odell Thurman, 
FS Thomas Davis 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The Bulldogs 
have experience virtually everywhere and 
speed where it matters most ... plus 
depth. The offense is balanced and 
should be explosive. The defensive front 
seven should be dominant against the 


Place for Run 


GEORGIA 


BULLDO 


“| feel like we're going to be a lot better 
than we were when we went 13-1 two 
years ago, if that gives you any idea.” 
How much better can you get than 
winning the SEC championship, romping 
over a national power like Florida State in 
the Sugar Bowl, and finishing No. 3 in the 


final polls? 

Perhaps that's a question for LSU. 

Given the wealth of returning talent, 
plus the development of an infusion of 
key newcomers, why, even Larry Munson, 
the perpetually fretful voice of the Dogs, 
would be hard pressed to find a legitimate 
worry. Well, there is that place-kicker 
thing and a dearth of proven talent in the 
secondary. Beyond that, the next level of 
concern is finding some depth to push the 
second-teamers. 

“It should be an awesome team,” said 
Gibson, never one to temper his enthusi- 
asm. 
Even Richt, though finding plenty to 
quibble with in spring practice, had to 
search deep to find cause for worry. 

“Well, let's think,” Richt said, gen- 
uinely searching. “I sure would like (D.J.) 
Shockley to be healthy enough to get 
some work.” 


run and the pass. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The offensive 
line has to become more consistent and 
more physical. The cornerbacks are 
untested and might be vulnerable. 
Replacing record-setting kicker Billy Ben- 
nett could prove troublesome. 

OVERVIEW: This very well could be the 
Bulldogs’ most talented team since the 
1980 national championship season. It’s 
easy to see this team playing for it all in 
the Orange Bowl, but doing so requires 
clearing several big SEC hurdles, includ- 
ing a troublesome six-game losing 
streak to Florida. 


at Title(s) 


OK, so keeping your gifted back-up 
quarterback — who could start for most 
teams in the country — healthy is a legiti- 
mate concern. But we are talking about 
a back-up quarterback, and one who is 
backed up by another talented passer, Joe 
Tereshinski ... who is backed up by a really 


talented freshman, Blake Barnes ... who 
might not be as good as fellow freshman 
A.J. Bryant. 

You get the idea. 

So what about the flip side? Could the 
Bulldogs be so talented they could prove 
vulnerable to overconfidence? Time will 
tell. But Richt says, “hard work is a cure 
for complacency,” and he insisted he liked 
what he saw in the offseason. 

“| don't worry about overconfidence,” 
Richt said. “I don’t see that right now. 

I see a team very hungry to be the best 
they can be. | feel extremely good about 
our attitude and our work ethic.” 

If surpassing the 2002 season that 
produced the school’s first SEC title in 20 
years seems a stretch, consider a com- 
parison. These Dogs have more depth 
and explosiveness at tailback, more 
experience at quarterback, as much play- 
making ability at receiver and now an 
experienced line to give those skill play- 
ers a chance to flourish. 

The defense has more speed overall, 
All-America candidates in Davis, line- 
backer Odell Thurman and Pollack — who 
is lighter and quicker than he was two 
years ago. 

The schedule is typically daunting 
with SEC road games against South Car- 
olina, Arkansas and Auburn, back-to-back 
home games against LSU and Tennessee 
and non-conference games against Mar- 
shall and Georgia Tech. 

“We feel like we were a couple plays 


DAVID POLLACK IS THE TOP DAWG 
ON THE GEORGIA DEFENSE. 
PHOTO BY JOE ROBBINS 


130 Linpy’s FooTBatt ANNUALS 


2004 


Name / Position Size HOMETOWN Hicu Schoo / Couece 


ADAMS, Chester OL 6-4, 317 Luverne, Al Luverne 
Rated No, 32 offensive tackle nationally by Rivals.com... All-State... Team captain... Played center for the 
basketball team. 


BARNES, Blake QB 6-3, 218 ey MS Baldwyn 

Rivals.com ranked No. 9 quarterback nationally... Afanta Journal-Constitution Super Southern 100... 
Gatorade Mississippi Player of the Year... Jackson Clarion-Ledger Dandy Dozen. .. All State. Hod 6,939 
career yards passing and 82 touchdowns... Had 910 career yards ashe ‘and 22 touchdowns... As a 
senior, hod 1,649 yards passing... Enrolled for spring semester. 


BROWN, Ramarcus DB 5-11, 162 East Point Tri-Cities 

Rated No. 15 athlete nationally by Rivals.com... SuperPrep All-Dixie Region... Atlanta Journal-Constitu- 
tion Super Southern 100... Three-time All-County... Had 877 yards aa and 12 touchdowns as a 
senior... Had 52 tackles and four interceptions... As a junior, had 1,078 yards rushing on 78 carries. 


BROWN, Thomas RB 58,177 Tucker Tucker 

SuperPrep All-American... Ranked No. 4 running back nationally by Rivals.com... PrepStor Dream 
Team... Atlanta Journal-Constitution Super Southern 100... As a senior, had val pares rushing and 17 
touchdowns in seven games... Missed remainder of season due to broken leg... Had 1,632 yards rushing 
and 13 touchdowns as a junior... Also started at defensive back. 


BRYANT, A. J. QB 6-2, 185 Fort Valley Peach County 

SuperPrep All-American... PrepStar Dream Team... Rated No. 1 athlete nationally by Rivals.com... 
‘Allnta Journal-Constitution Super Southern 100... All-State... Three-year starter... Helped team to state 
championship game... Completed 122 of 204 passes for 2,292 yards and 23 touchdowns as a senior... 
Lettered in feottall, basketball and track. 


BRYANT, Leta rd 195 : spe NC Neo Rapa Sai 

American... amo in rolina by Rivals.com... Three-year 
see Pay varterback, runnin bork, wide cos linebacker and defensive back... As a sehen 
com) of 159 passes for 1,276 yards and 12 touchdowns... Averaged 37 yords per punt... Had 
577 yards rushing and nine touchdowns as a junior... Lettered in football and basketball, 


ELLERBE, Dannell LB 6-2, 196 Hamlet, NC Richmond Senior 

Rated No. 7 outside linebacker nationally and among Top 25 players in North Carolina by Rivals.com... 
SuperPrep All-Mid-Atlantic Region... All-State... Had 78 tackles and nine quarterback sacks as a senior... 
Asa junior, had 124 tackles and five quarterback sacks. 


GOODMAN, Demiko WR 6-2, 180 Newnan Newnan 

SuperPrep All-American... Rivals.com ranked No. 22 wide receiver nationally and No. 2 wide receiver in 
Georgia... Atlanta Journal-Constitution Super Southern 100... Three-time All-Region... Had 113 career 
receptions for 1,627 yords and 18 touchdowns... All-Region in basketball... State champion in 400-meter 
run in 2003... 2002 National Junior Olympics champion in 200- and 400-meter runs. 


GRANT, Michael DB 5-10, 189 Stone Mountain Stephenson 

SuperPrep All-American... Rated among Top 50 in Georgia by Rivals.com... Atlanta Journal-Constitution 
Super Southern 100... As a senior, scored two rushing touch s... Returned one punt for touch 

one kickoff for touchdown and one interception for touchdown... State champion in Class 5A 100- and 
200-meter runs as a junior. 


HARRIS, Kenneth WR 6-3, 196 Cherryville, NC Cherryville 

Ranked No. 31 wide receiver nationally and No 1 wide receiver in North Carolina by Rivals.com... 
SuperPrep All-Mid-Atlantic Region... Atanfa Journal-Constitution Super Southern 100... As a senior, had 
74 receptions for 1,592 yards and 20 touchdowns, 


AWOOKATTHEBUIDOGS 


Hich Scoot / Cotlece 


JOHNSON, Charles DE 6-2, 237 Hawkinsville Hawkinsville 

Rivals.com All-American, rated No. 4 defensive end nationally... PrepStar Dream Team... Atlanta Jour- 
nal-Constitution Super Southern 100... Region Player of the Year... Helped team to state championship... 
Had 16 quarterback sacks and 30 prick pressures as a senior... Member of the basketball team. 


JOHNSON, Josh LB 6-2, 225 Stone Mountain Stephenson 

SuperPrep All-American... Ranked No. 5 inside linebacker Lee ha Rivals.com... Atlanta Journal- 
Constitution Super Southern 100... Two-time All-Area... As a senior, had 191 tackles, including 17 tack- 
les for loss... Had 151 tackles and five quarterback sacks as a junior. 


JOHNSON, Kelin DB 6-1, 180 Daytona Beach, FL Mainland 
All-State... Four-yeor starter... Played quarterback two years... Had 105 tackles, three interceptions and 
one punt blacked os a senior... As a junior, had 850 yards rushing and 750 yards passing. 


LANG, Brandon DE 6-4, 205 Tucker Tucker 
SuperPrep All-Dixie Region... Rivals.com Top 50 in Georgia... Atlanta Journal-Constitution Super South- 
ern 100... Two-time All-Region... As a senior, had 64 tackles and 11 quarterback sacks, 


LOMAX, Jeremy DE 6-4, 203 Jonesboro Lovejoy 

Rated No. 19 weakside defensive end nationally by Rivals.com... Atlanta Journal-Constitution Top 50 in 
Georgia... Area Defensive Player of the Year... Team captain... Had 61 tackles, including nine tackles for 
loss, 47 assists, 12 quai sacks and one punt blocked as a senior... As a junior, had 76 tackles and 
12 quarterback sacks... Member of basketball and track teams. 


MILLER, Brandon ATH 6-4, 225 Colquitt Miller County 

SuperPrep All-American... Rivals.com ranked No. 1 weakside defensive end nationally. ... PrepStar Dream 
Team... Atlanta Journal-Constitution Super Southern 100... Tampa Tribune Best of the South... As a 
senior, had 106 tackles... Had 27 receptions for more than 500 yards at split end. 


SIMS, Antonio DB 6-0, 177 Hiram Hiram 

Rated No. 42 defensive back nationally by Rivals.com... Atlanta Journal-Constitution Top 50 in Georgia... 
Had 1,369 yards total offense, despite injuries, as a senior... Averaged 6.1 yards per carry... Hod five 
receptions for 124 yards and one touchdown... Four-year member of bosketbal and track teams. 


SOUTHERLAND, Brannan FB 6-0, 222 Dacula Greater Atlanta Christian 
Rivals.com ranked No. 3 fullback nationally and No. 13 player in Georgia... SuperPrep All-Dixie 
Region... Atlanta Journal-Constitution Super Southern 100... As a senior, had 130 tackles, including 13 

es for loss, 10 quarterback pressures and three fumbles recovered... Had 852 yards rushing and 15 
touchdowns on 103 carries... Finished No. 2 in Georgia in the 110-meter hurdles. 


WARE, Danny RB 6-1, 210 Aragon Hargrave Militery 
PrepStar All-Region... Atlanta Journal-Constitution Top 50 in Georgia... Honorable mention All-State. .. 
Had 653 yards rushing and four touchdowns on 56 carries at Hargrave in 2003... Three-year prep 
starter... Team captain... Had 1,009 yards rushing as a senior... Had 35 tackles and one interception. 


WATTS, Seth OL 6-4, 300 Sandersville Washington County 
SuperPrep All-American... Ailanta Journal-Constitution Super Southern 100... All-State... Teom coptain.... 
Started on offense and defense... As a senior, had 149 breast blocks, 38 tackles, hwo quarterback 
sacks, three quarterback pressures and one fumble recovered... Plays eight musical instruments. 


INDIVIDUAL STATS | | SCHEDULE 
ps a PASSING Sept. 4 Georgia Southern 
(11: 3, 6 2) = Att Comp Yarpos Pcr TD _ Int} ie sats bik 
30 at Clemson 0 438 3307 60.3 13 11 Sept. 11 at South Carolina 
29 Middle Tennessee 10 21 88 429 «1 (1 — 
= E t.18 Marshall 
31 South Carolina 7 RUSHING oe oo 
10 ~— at LSU 17 . . AvG Oct. 2 LSU 
-— ‘oper 156 ——-- - 
37 Alabama 23 Font 112 Oct. 9 Tennessee 
4] at Tennessee 14 Browning te é = 
=A5 ah - Pe = eal derbilt 
27 at Vanderbilt 8 tat Gerke Biss et 
16 UAB ey RECEIVING Oct. 23 at Arkansas 
Ts vs: Florida 16 Brown Oct. 30 vs. Florida* 
26 Auburn 7 Gary =: ‘ 
30 Kentucky ; : a 10 Gibson Nov. 6 at Kentucky 
_34 at Georgia Tech 17 DEFENSIVE LEADERS Roncls" siagbum 
Lote ie Ue 34 Tackles: Davis 138, S. Jones 121, Thurman 121 Nov. 27 Georgia Tech 
CAPITAL ONE BOWL Interceptions: S. Jones 5,4.with2 
4 Sacks: Pollack 7.5, Thurman 6.5, Davis 4.5 “Jacksonville 
34 Purdue (OT) 27 Tackles for loss: Thurman 18.5, Pollack 13.5 
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away from winning a championship last 
year,” Davis said. “We don’t want to have 
that feeling again this year.” 

The Dogs were tied in the final min- 
utes in two of their three losses — at 
eventual national champion LSU and 
against Florida. 

“| think it showed we're right there 
and that we're capable of beating any- 
body in the nation,” Thomas said. “I think 
we were right there on the verge. But 
everybody's got great expectations at the 
beginning of the year. We just have to go 
out and produce.” 


OFFENSE 

Georgia's biggest worry last season 
was the inexperienced line. Those fears 
proved to be valid. 

“When you have 47 sacks, you know 
you have an issue when it comes to pass 
protection,” Richt said. 

If the Bulldogs are to contend for 
a national championship, the O-line will 
have to improve. The issue was never tal- 
ent, but maturity. 

This year, everyone was scheduled to 
return, although projected starter Bartley 
Miller's season is on hold due to a chronic 
shoulder injury, and Randall Swoopes quit 
during spring ball. He was competing for 
a starting spot. 

Darrius Swain moved over from the 


THE BEST anp 
THE BRIGHTEST 


Most Valuable Player 
QB David Greene 


Emerging Star 

RB Kregg Lumpkin 

Top Newcomer 
WR A.J. Bryant 


defensive line and appears to have found 
a home. Offensive coordinator and offen- 
sive line coach Neil Callaway experi- 
mented with different combinations in the 
spring, but there’s plenty of size, quick- 
ness and experience. Even if the offensive 
line still isn't a particular strength, it 
should no longer be a weakness. 

Besides, the line doesn’t have to 
dominate, it simply needs to give David 
Greene time to operate. If so, Greene 
could produce staggering numbers for 
efficiency. His ability to read defenses is 
uncanny. Even with the losses of Damien 
Gary and Michael Johnson, there are a 


2004 


wealth of receivers with big-play ability. 

Heading the group is the explosive 
Fred Gibson. A hamstring injury hin- 
dered him much of last season, remov- 
ing whatever temptation he might have 
had to leave for the NFL. A big year 
could vault Gibson into the early rounds 
of the draft. Fellow senior Reggie Brown 
has steadily established himself as one 
of the best all-around receivers in the 
SEC. Sean Bailey and Bryan McClendon 
are rising talents. 

Richt made it clear he expects more 
production from the wideouts — and not 
just in terms of receptions. Downfield 
blocking and yards after catch are two 
areas the coach wants improvement. 

“We have probably underachieved to 
a certain degree,” Richt said. “We didn't 
get as much production out of them as 
we'd like.” 

Gibson takes offense at being labeled 
too soft to be an SEC star. He said he’s 
fully recovered from the hamstring injury. 

“I'm a hundred percent now. | never 
really got hurt until last year,” he said. 

Kregg Lumpkin lived up to his enor- 
mous promise as a true freshman last 
year, rushing for 523 yards and six 
touchdowns, averaging 4.7 yards 
a carry. He might be ready for stardom. 
Lumpkin has it all — size, speed, a fluid 
running style, and the hands to catch 
Passes out of the backfield. Lumpkin 
benefited from a full offseason in the 
strength-and-conditioning program and 
will be better equipped to handle 20 to 
25 carries a game. 

Tony Milton, Michael Cooper (last 
year's leading rusher with 673 yards) and 
freshman Danny Were, an early enrollee, 
provide more than adequate depth. 

Senior fullback Jeremy Thomas knows 


that champions have an intangible quality. 


“The teams that win championships 
block at every position,” Thomas said. 
“I'd like this to be known as a tough 
football team. Athleticism gets you only 
so far. This is a tough game. Your 
toughness is going to be questioned at 
some point.” 

Alas, Thomas will miss the first two 
games after being suspended late in 
spring practice for disciplinary reasons. 


DEFENSE 

Georgia's return to the national elite 
can be traced directly to the rediscovery 
of championship defense. 

The Bulldogs ranked third nationally 
last year in scoring defense (14.5 points 
per game) and fourth in total defense 


WHETHER AT SAFETY OR LINEBACKER, 
THOMAS DAVIS IS A PLAYMAKER 
FOR THE BULLDOGS. 

PHOTO BY R.D. MOORE 


(276.86 yards per game). While the Dogs 
lost All-America rover Sean Jones to the 
NFL Draft and starting tackle Ken Veal to 
graduation, they return enough defensive 
talent to be even better this year. 

For all of Georgia's defensive stars of 
the last 40 years — from Bill Stanfill and 
Jake Scott to Terry Hoage to Champ Bailey 
— none ever made first-team All-America 
three consecutive years. Defensive end 
David Pollack could change that this year. 
The two-time All-American defensive end 
and 2002 SEC Player of the Year will be 
around to harass offensive linemen for one 
more season. 

On the surface, Pollack’s production 
last year dropped off. His sacks were 
down from 14 to 7.5; his tackles for loss, 
from 23.5 to 13.5. But he continued to 
make big plays in the clutch. Pollack’s 
presence drew double-teams all year, 
which gave freedom to Georgia's tackles 
and linebackers. 

Led by Pollack, Georgia's front four 
could be fearsome. Although Robert 
Geathers left early for the NFL, Will 
Thompson is back after missing 2003 with 
a broken leg. Thompson, one of the hard- 
est workers on the team, had an encour- 
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Pos. Class Hr. Wr. HOME 


ETOWN 


Chris Abbot SG k 60 265 Deughosiile 
92  GerddAndeson = NT ok 62 318 Woyeros 
93 ArdyBoley == K_soFr_:~=Ss 2215 Athens, IN 
4 Seon Boley FK So &1 170 Abboreto 
15 Bloke Bornes QB fr 63 218 Boldwyn,. MS 
11 Trobe ROY. So. S11 170 Foryh 
17 Greg Bue ROY k= 62 200 College Pork 
@ —deshBrock SG 63 295 Corerwile 
1 ReggieBron SE Se G1 195- Coron 
3] Tysen Browning TR ok «58 167 Wotkinsvile 
18 AJ. Bryant GBIWR fr 62 185. ‘Fort Volley 
24 Christopher Burget —««ROV. sr. =I] 185. Alphoreto 
56 Trey Chandler O of 66 255 Bod 
91 Richord Cook. DE fr G4 270 Tignal 
5 Michael Cooper TR So. 51) 215 Syhenio 
10 Themos Dovis Sok G1 280 Shelmon 
John DeGenova SG ok 63 280 Kencer,lA 
54 Dole Dison NI So 62 280 Goro, TXK 
19 MoquisEimore OTS So. 4259 Falkston 
95 Gordon EhrKelso P So 62 27 Aen 
29 Themes Flowers DB of «S10 183 Ansel 
90 Ray Gon! ‘DT So. 62268 Chapel Hil, NC 
83 T..Gortell WR ofr 61 (180 Liherio 
82 Fred Gibson AIK Sed 196 Woyeross 
26 Mike Giliom Ck 57 180 Tollchosee, FL 
97 Kedkic Golson OT. 6d |300) Tyrone 
48 Doro Graydon Bf 6) 200 Abay 
14 Dovid Greene 8 & 63 230 Sndhile 
4 Amold Hortison 938 © 63 25 Auge 
86 Cedtic Haywood FIK So &1 183. Mocon 
27 Mikey Henderson DB fr «510.155 Buhord 
89 Trohem Holden TE fr 65 287 WorrerRebbins 
24 Albert Holi TR Sr S11_195 Socromento, CA. 
Joke Honeycutt WR S59 (170 MAiny 
Joke Hocten OTS Gd 255 Cohmbus, 
38 Marcus Howard SB fr 62 210 Huger,SC 
John Huber FB St «= SI) 220 Jonesboro 
72 Dotiel amon ST So 67 32) HopeMils, NC 
45 Jervis Jackson MB So 62 208 Adonts : 
49 Lee lackson Pook 59179 LoGrenge 
44 Marcus Jockson DE So «62 261 Neroms 
74 MaxJean-Giles T ok 64 340 Mimi, FL 
2 ‘Tindennings & J 58 172 CrorgebugSC 
exon Johnson TB of 59 18 Chek 


SG So 63 272 Bowdon 
59 Brion Jordon Nk 6) 222 Hort 
"Bil Koehler 1 + 61 260 Abboeto 
76 Porterlody 1G S& 60 20 Savon 
9 kbhnlcVoley = IK So. S11) 185 Athens 
71 Jemes Lee O fr 65 270  BeleGlode, FL 
& Keegy Lumpkin BS 61 211 Liheria 
16 BryonMeClendon = SE k= 180 Alona 
77 TebWeKinzey Oo f 63 20 libun 
73 BoreyMiler = 1G bk 64 30) Alon 
87 Morkez Milner TE ok 64 249 Ookwood 
9 TenyMilon TB ok 51 20 Tolhosee, Fl 
2 DeMovio Minter i 60 185 Sene Mountain 
94 Quentin Moses DE So 65 (249 Athens 
8  PolOlver DB Fr «60185. Kennesow 
7 DevdPolock CF & 63 276 Sohile 
81 Leonard Pope TE So 67 250 Ames 
80 _Metio Roley Sk ©6017 Charbte, NC 
6% —DerrisRolond,. ST 69 37a, MO 
Gary Rymer TE ok 64 265 Kermesow 
3 — ObclsSomiOwmo FS So 121 LaGronge 
52 _RyonSchneaer Sk 63 300 Newon 
79 Ken Shackleford ST So 65 306 ViloRico 
Benj Shira ROV So &1 199 Comilo 
3 Di. Shodley 8 ok 61194 College Pork 
37 —_Jomorio Smith ok = S10 217 Foryh_— 
78 Darrius Swoin 1G ok 62 318 Decor 
50 Russ Tonner Cok 64 290 Wrightvile 
13 Joe Tereshinsk OB So 63 217 Ahem 
A) keremy Thomas BB OS 511 238 logomile 
58 WilThompson DE 63 20 Werner Robins 
33 Odell Thumon MB od 61 230. Monicello 
61 Michoe! Tomer SG So 64 287 Sree 
75 FenondoVeoxo 1G So 64 37 Wes 
42 DonnyVerdun Wheeler SWB So &2 285 ‘Thomion 
2 Donny Wore BOF G1 210 Agen 
96 Colemon Watson T of 61 20 Alo 
BenWel sit «180 Merits 
53 Derrick White WB k 62 233. UnionCily 
Stove White 1B So S11 200 -Bronwood 
Andy Wilkos Bf 60 180 Blirwile 
36 Des Wikoms B S% 6) US Dob 
64 Je Wilioms NI So 1-265 Goinesvile 
4 ToonmyWikon = QB Se SO. 210 Aens 


2004 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


QB David Greene, Sr.*/D.J. Shockley, Jr. 


RB Jeremy Thomas, Sr.*/Des Williams, So. 

WR Fred Gibson, Sr.*/Sean Bailey, So. 
TE Martrez Milner, Jr.*/Leonard Pope 
TT — Max Jean-Gilles, Jr.*/James Lee, Fr. 

1G Darrius Swain, Jr./| Bartley Miller, I 
(4 Russ Tonner, Jr.*/Nick Jones, sa = 

SG Josh Brock, Jr.*/Michael Turner, So. 
ST Dennis Roland, Jr./Daniel Inman, So. 
K Andy Bailey, Fr. 


RB Kregg Lumpkin, So./Michael Cooper, So.” | 


WR Reggie Brown, Sr.*/Bryan McClendon, Jr. 


DE 
DT 


8\ 66/6/82 


gig! 


_ 
7 uw) 


~ Will Thompson, Sr./Quentin Moses, So. 


David Pollack, Sr.*/Marcus Jackson, So. 
Kedric Golston, Jr./Ray Gant, So. 


Gerald Anderson, Jc*/Dale Dsson, 5 


Derrick White, Jr./Dana Graydon, Fr. 
Odell Thurman, Jr.*/Jarvis Jackson, So. 
‘Amold Horrison, Sr.*/Danny Verdun Wheeler, So. 


Greg Blue, Jr./Tra Battle, So. 


Thomas Davis, Jr.*/Olaolu Sanni-Osomo, S So. 
Gordon Ely-Kelso, Jr.*/Lee Jackson, So, 
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NOTEBOOK 


Ibert Hollis II, the Bulldogs’ inspi- 

rational leader, has yet to play a 

single down. But that could 
change this fall. 

Hollis saw live contact in spring practice 
for the first time in more than three years 
after a severe knee injury suffered in March 
2001. He dislocated his knee, tore three lig- 
aments, tore the hamstring from the bone 
below the knee, and suffered nerve damage. 

Hollis probably won't crack the deep 
rotation at tailback with Kregg Lumpkin, 
Tony Milton and freshman Danny Ware get- 
ting most of the snaps. But Hollis’ persever- 
ance has impressed everyone on the team. 

¢ Darrell Holmes wasn’t a household 
name, even among Dog fans, but when his 
career was ended in the spring due to a 
chronic shoulder injury, it further depleted 
an already-thin defensive line. The D-line 
took other hits when Darrius Swain was 
moved to offense and Ray Gant missed 
spring practice with a shoulder injury. 

* Offensive guard Reggie Weeks, who 
suffered a similar injury to Hollis’, ended his 
comeback attempt. Amazingly, Weeks 
played last year after missing two seasons. 
But he continued to play in pain, which 
became unbearable. 

Others forced to give up football were 
Preston Pannell, safety Derrick Holloway, 
running back Ronnie Powell and Tommy 
Gainous. 

Meanwhile, center Randall Swoopes 
quit the team in the middle of spring prac- 
tice. Swoopes had expressed his unhappi- 
ness despite pushing for a starting job. 

¢ The Bulldogs didn’t renege on their 
promise to let A.J. Bryant play quarterback. 
But Bryant, rated the No. 1 athlete in the 
2004 signing class by Rivals.com, agreed to 
line up at wide receiver ... and a star may 
have been born. 

After a handful of acrobatic catches fol- 
lowed by breakaway speed, Bryant, who 
graduated from high school early, showed 
he will be hard to keep off the field this fall. 

“A.J. kind of put on a show,” said 
coach Mark Richt. 

¢ The brief experiment with tailback 
Tyson Browning at wide receiver ended 
prematurely when Browning injured his 
right thumb. What was originally thought to 
be a dislocated thumb turned out to be a 
sprain with a slight fracture. Cedric Hay- 
wood took advantage of the reduced num- 
bers at wide receiver and made a favorable 
impression. 
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DAVID GREENE’S GOAL IS TO LEAD 
THE DAWGS TO THE NEXT LEVEL. 


PHOTO BY ICON SPORTS 


Greene’s Final Fling is About a Ring 


avid Greene learned a valuable 
D lesson about winning as a fresh- 

man. No, not when he calmly 
directed Georgia to a stunning touch- 
down drive in the final 50 seconds at 
Tennessee. Rather, it was the year 
before, when he was being redshirted 
behind Quincy Carter. 

No fewer than 18 Bulldogs from 
that 2000 team eventually ne ed in 
the NFL. But the Bulldogs finished a dis- 
appointing 8-4 and coach Jim Donnan 
was fired. By season’s end, Carter went 
from being touted as a Heisman Tro- 
phy candidate to being embroiled in 
a quarterback controversy with Cory 
Phillips, a former walk-on. 

“The intangibles in a football team 
are much more important than the tal- 
ent,” Greene said. “We went 13-1 and 
won the SEC championship in 2002 
and weren’t nearly as talented as the 
2000 team.” 

Greene, a senior, understands he is 
on the verge of being the most produc- 
tive quarterback in Georgia history. He 
has completed 674 passes for 9,020 
yards and should break Eric Zeier’s 
career school passing records in both 
categories (838 for 11,153 yards). 


aging spring practice. 

“Will's one of those heart-and-soul 
guys, one of those team guys who has 
bought into our program,” Richt said. 

Kedric Golston and Gerald Anderson 
give the Bulldogs a pair of 300-pound 
tackles, a la Marcus Stroud and Richard 
Seymour a few years ago. 

As strong as the line is, the lineback- 
ers might be even better. Odell Thurman 
is another All-America candidate who 
produced 18.5 tackles for loss. Arnold 
Harrison played well in his first season as 
a starter. There will be a scramble in the 
fall to replace Tony Taylor, a returning 
starter who blew out his ACL in the 
spring. 

The biggest concern is in the sec- 
ondary, where the Dogs lost Jones and 
cornerback Bruce Thornton. But again, the 
replacements might be just as good as the 
departed starters. 

Although Jones was more decorated, 
replacing Thornton could be more chal- 
lenging. Rover Greg Blue is a punishing 


hitter. Mike Gilliam moved over from tail- 
back and is battling DeMario Minter for 
the starting job. Freshmen Thomas Flow- 


THINK IT’S 

A GOOD SIGN 
WHEN GUYS 
DECIDE TO STAY,” 


RICHT SAID. “IT SHOWS THEY 
FEEL LIKE THEY'RE BEING 
TREATED WELL AND SHOWS 
THEY’RE NOT JUST BEING 
DRIVEN BY THE NFL.” 


ers and Mikey Henderson also have 
a chance to win the position. 

Fortunately for the Dogs, Thomas 
Davis did not follow Jones to the NFL. 
After spending time at linebacker, Davis 
realized he needed another full season at 
free safety. One of the best athletes in the 


Also, Greene is 15 touchdown 
passes behind Zeier’s record of 67 and 
is giving chase in completion percent- 
age, trailing 59.7 to 59.0. 

But the only Georgia quarterback 
Greene wants to match is Buck Belue. 

Yeah, the guy who, aside from 
finding Lindsay Scott on third-and-93 
against Florida in 1980, was best 
known for mastering the toss sweep to 
Herschel Walker. But Belue has some- 
thing Zeier and Carter and Fran 
Tarkenton never won — a national 
championship ring. 

“I'm not one that’s going to get 
caught up in it,” Greene said of ind 
vidual awards and records. “I’m not 
going to forget where | came from or 
why | play this game. | play to be 
a part of a special team.” 

And it could be special because of 
the steadying influence at quarterback. 
On a team loaded with strong leader- 
ship, Greene is the unquestioned captain. 

“He doesn’t let any of the star stuff 
go to his head,” said fullback Jeremy 
Thomas, Greene’s roommate on the 
road. “You watch him interact with his 
parents. He’s very respecttul. He’s just 
a good dude.” O 
SEC, Davis could be one of the most dom- 
inant defensive backs in the country. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Finding someone to replace Billy Ben- 
nett is no incidental detail. Bennett left 
Georgia as the NCAA all-time leader in 
field goals with 87 and the SEC’s all-time 
leading scorer with 409 points. 

Freshman Andy Bailey and punter 
Gordon Ely-Kelso are the only candidates 
going into the season. 

Richt can only hope that either Bailey, 
a highly sought-after kicker in Tennessee, 
fulfills his promise or that another mop- 
haired walk-on shows up on his doorstep 
as Bennett did for Jim Donnan four years 
ago. 
Of course, what Richt really wants is 
for the offense to become more produc- 
tive and less reliant on field goals. 

The Dogs also have to find a replace- 
ment for Damien Gary, their all-time punt 
return leader. 

— Guerry Clegg 


2004 


Linpy’s FooTpau. ANNUALS 135 


For more coverage of the Wildcats, visit www.kentucky.rivals.com 


KENTUCKY 


‘F< WILDCATS 


he days of the chuck-and-duck, 
T pass-happy offense are over at Ken- 
tucky, replaced by the more conser- 
vative, defense-first approach employed 
by second-year coach Rich Brooks. 
For the first time since 1996, coach 
Bill Curry’s last year at Kentucky, the Wild- 


cats are built around a defense that will be 
the strength of the team. It’s a transition 
that started in 2003 under new defensive 
coordinator Mike Archer, formerly the 
Pittsburgh Steelers linebackers coach, and 
should fully flower this season. 

Nine returning starters on defense 
give the Wildcats growing confidence ... 
but this new era of Kentucky football can’t 
be expected to be without growing pains. 

Scholarship reductions — the result of 
recruiting violations from the Hal Mumme 
years — again will limit the Cats’ num- 
bers, as walk-ons help fill the depth chart. 
It has been understood that the going 
would get tougher before it gets easier, 
and that could well be the case as the 
Cats attempt to scratch out of the SEC’s 


}| 2003: 4-8 overall, 1-7 SEC (T-5th, East) 
COACH: Rich Brooks —At Kentucky: 4-8, 
| 1 year, overall: 95-1 17-4, 19 years 
| RETURNING STARTERS: | 6; 5 offense, 
9 defense, kicker, punter 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: OB Shane Boyd, 
WR Keenan Burton, DE Vincent Burns, ILB 
Chad Anderson, FS Muhammad Abdullah 
| PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The Cats return 
| __ all four defensive backs and three of their 
four starting linebackers, giving them 
a strong defensive base from which to 
work. They drastically reduced the num- 
ber of big plays allowed last season and 
the 3-4 scheme allows coordinator Mike 
\ Archer to keep offenses guessing because 


cellar. 

“| think they're fairly confident that 
they have a chance to be a good football 
team,” Brooks said. “They don’t play like 
a bunch of guys hanging their heads.” 

The reins of the offense finally have 
been handed to senior quarterback Shane 


Pinning Hopes on Improving Defense 


Boyd now that Jared Lorenzen’s four years 
have expired. While Boyd has plenty of 
playing experience, most of it came at 
tailback and receiver last season. 

The offensive line is inexperienced, 
the tailbacks aren't game-breakers, and 
the receivers (though talented) are only as 
good as the quarterback throwing them 
the ball. 

And while the defense figures to 
build on the improvement it generated 
last season, it is far from a shut-down unit 
that can single-handedly win games. 
About all the Cats could take from last 
season is that the defense usually kept 
them in games, but Kentucky generally 
failed to make the plays in the fourth 
quarter to pull out victories. 

Its four wins came against Ohio Uni- 
versity, Mississippi State, Indiana and 


WILDCATS 
of his unpredictable blitz package. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The offensive 
line was a work in progress during the - 
spring and only one player, left guard 
Jason Rollins, has established himself as a 
legitimate SEC lineman. An inexperienced 
line plus a backfield of unproven talent 
could add up to a long year in the run- 
ning game and that will put additional 
pressure on Boyd. 

OVERVIEW: Kentucky is again expected to 
struggle in the competitive SEC East. The 
offense lacks the home-run threat in the 
backfield, and the defense isn't ready to 
carry a team through a rugged SEC 
schedule. 


Division I-AA Murray State, all teams that 
posted losing records. Otherwise, all the 
Cats could boast was that they didn’t get 
blown out by Tennessee and Georgia. 
Their 21-3 lead over Florida in the fourth 
quarter evaporated in a game that could 
have turned the season. 


Kentucky again looks good against 
the likes of Indiana and Ohio out of con- 
ference, and the Cats should have a 
chance against lower-level SEC teams. 
The season-opener against archrival 
Louisville in early September could go a 
long way toward deciding Kentucky's 
bowl fate months later. 

But in all likelihood, Kentucky will 
have to overachieve at practically every 
position if it expects to challenge for the 
six wins needed to go bowling, some- 
thing the Cats haven't done since going 
to the Music City Bowl in 1999, 

“We expect to go to a bowl game,” 
sophomore receiver Keenan Burton said. 
“And not just any bowl, we want to go to 
a big bowl. Those are our expectations. 

I think there’s a sense among these guys 
that we can do that.” 


OFFENSE 

Shane Boyd was just a freshman when 
former coach Guy Morriss proclaimed him 
Kentucky's “Quarterback of the Future.” 
Unless Morriss was talking about that par- 
ticular week in 2001, he was hardly 
prophetic. 

Boyd started three games before los- 
ing his job to Jared Lorenzen midway 
through a disastrous 2-9 season. He 
didn’t get the starting job back until 
spring practice, 2004. Finally, the Wild- 
cats’ quarterback of the future is back in 
the saddle, this time as a senior. 

“I'm a lot more comfortable in this 
situation,” Boyd said. “I’m ready to lead 


SHANE BOYD STEPS INTO THE SPOTLIGHT 
AS THE WILDCATS’ PROJECTED STARTING 
QUARTERBACK THIS SEASON. 

PHOTO BY ICON SPORTS 
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Name / Position = HicH ScHoot / CoueGe 
BROWN, Joe Joe QB Crisp County 

Rivals.com ranked No, 22 dual: rasa rterback Levi de ea No, 36 in Gage. Rated No, 28 
player in Georgia by SuperPrep... ws gore th Region... All-State... Three-time All- 


BULLOCK, Tedd 18 McDermott, OH Valley 
PrepStar PropSer Al Midwest Region... Red No. 42 player in Ohio by Rivals.com... Second-team All-State... 
Four-year starter... Had 3 8 career tockles, Be plietefal yt ‘and 31 quarterback sacks. 


DAVIS, Jomir TE 63, San Francisco, CA, City College 

Enrolled in January with two seasons of fopliy, remaining... JC Gridwire third viv All-American... 
Asa , had 16 receptions for 379 yards and two touchdowns... Second-team All-Metro.. 

road le WR 66, Ge ere Stok Sg od : A 
PrepStar All-American... Ranked No. 4 player in . in 
esti lrg Here Cs db Creme Feely ipa tp 
basketball at Kentucky... Three-year starter at wide receiver ond linebacker. 

DIXON, Tony IS 5-10, 190 Parrish, AL arrish 

Four-year starter... Had 2,298 yards rushit 36 touchdowns as a senior. tad 18 receptions for 435 
yords and ind six touchdowns... As a junior, ned aS ad pahos end Ud wactdooe matey 122 


HANNAFORD, Kane Ol 6, 340. Palmetio, Palmetto 
Orlando Sentinel rated No. 89 playin Pid. . All-State... Fortine AlkRegion.. . Three-year starter... Four- 
year letterman in weightlifting. 


JONES, Micoh 6-4,317 
Rivals.com sanked No, 16 OL nationally and No. 2 pl 
SuperPrep ... Lexington Hera 


eld 
in Kentucky... Rated None OL nationally and 
No. 2 player in Kentucky by Commonwealth. 


Header Class of the 


KOGER, Dodge City CC 
Score Aloo Clee. A rgloere fol including 11.5 tackles for loss, ond 
5.5 quarterback sack... Three-year sta pearance pire 

LEGER, Jason DL 6-1, 283 Rockcastle Coun! 


rodhead 
All-South Region... Lexinglon Ferak-eode Class of the Commonwealth... All-State... Dstt Most 
ble Player... Four year starier... Played offensive ond lineman... Received first Division 1-A 
wlonthip in school history... Had 70 tackles, seven quarterback sacks and three fumbles recovered as 
a senior... Had 176 career tackles, 13.5 quarterback sacks and seven fumbles recovered. 
aa 175 pea 
most of senior season de fo "ip disdocoted kneecap... 


ILDCATS*RECRUITING 


Hich ScHoot / Cource 


HOMETOWN 
Milford, OH 


Size 
6-2, 225 


Name / Posmon 


McGRATH, Ben Q8/LB Moeller 
year starter... Team capiain... Missed eight games pe senior season with peneia injury... Had 878 


oe passing and six touchdowns... Had 1.44 cei rushing and four 
MILLER, Acron OL aoe ir Carter 
eae Ne Oa fi Ret. of the Seles . District OY ee oer 
Mount San Antonio College 


Ha 18 ep 236 yor en ee cho bb sidelined by thumb injury as a junior col- 
lege sop! Asa oti heel 45 recipes 1052 yer. Redshirted ct New Mexico in 2001. 


MOORE, Shomari ne 5-10, 180 Camden, NJ Camden 
Tworlime All-State... Three-year starter... Played running back ond comerback... AD hod 1200 yords 
rushing and 17 touchdowns... Had 38 See ree retuming one for touchdown. 


Seda ates tag age pel OR erg sv ee 
Tre) rar in the st ion... 
Second 6. pe MP mechs Sethe kd No, aeons wes 


PARSONS, B. Jay DE Irvine, CA faite 
Enrolled in Poly wih uo secsid ot elit remaining... . As a junior ce ona had 76 tackles, 
15.5 quarterback sacks, eight passes broken up, and two interceptions, returning 


PELAYO, Emie OL 66, Riverside, CA Southwestem College 
Enrolled in January with hwo seasons ee eligibility remaining... JC Gridwire honorable mention All- rece 


All-Foothill Conference... Two-year starter at Southwestem. . ee Conference Defensive Player of the Year. 
Ponder Als South . Ra ud No. 7 7 ye ay by Rival: chien Seabee 
Ser Al Sou jon... Ran! in 
CascheCononcdh Second-team All-State. 1 TT  toted OL 


WALLACE, A Seah Rep LB él, cde No. 1a mpbell F A Ric nash 
rin Kentucky... starter ot 
ca ag . Also Eoin, Sinn sind No se! 


WHITE, Aubrey WR/S 6:3, 187 Henry Clay 
Lexington Herald: Class of the Commonwealth... sa eer ea 1179 chrome er el ce 
13 touchdowns... Had 37 receptions for 607 yards... salient 


WILWAMS, Garry OL 6:3, 276 Louisville 


Foe Ne 3 in 
Sloe Georgia by SuperPrep... Mi 


LUTLE, Rafael RB 51 
PrepStar All-American... 
Carolina... Twortime All-State... 


LYONS, Jr., Dicky WR/KR 5-11, 190 
All Region... Three-year starter. 


McCUNTON, Marcus S 6-2, 200 


in Kentucky... PrepStar 


frokeon ‘oe No. 10 


Ne og 


ae poe i gem ace 


New Orleans, LA 


Returned 1 Sele br touchdowns Seog coca, 11 kof 
ond punts... Toate Kelsie bel daTmekend io padtonne 


Ft. Campbell 


Rated No. 40 safety national nd No. 5 in Kentuc . SuperPrep rai 
mt nests Region... | atl pri pelo Class ao the Commonwealh, 


se stk national a Ne "9 layer in South 
por a rushing, rh kick i olla 


regs ee 


Holy Cro WILWAMS, Johnny LB 


WOODYARD, Wesley S 


Ft. Compbell 
ranked No, 5 player peieaieath 


aly 180 Cincini 


Princeton 
Player of the Year... As 1.950 yords and 15 touchdowns 
in nine games.. "Hod 1,068 yords rushing ond if sie: a 


6-1, 200 


FrepSior Al Souh Resin. Ranked No. rivet Kentucky by Rivalcom ond So SuperPrep... 


the Commonwealth... 


.. Twortime All-District... 


63, Neptune Beach, FL Fletcher 
Second-team All-State... All:Metro.... 7 Conference... All-District... Fed 89 tackles, 15 quarterback sacks 
and three fumbles recovered as a senior... Two-year 


in track. 


50 sofeties nationally by Rivals.com... Ce  Geckan noone 
i dpe Jeam to two state championships... - As a senior, had 125 tackles, including 11 for oss. 


on 
Four-year starter in feokel 


of the Year... 


RESULTS 


(4-8, 1-7) 
24 ~~ Lovisville 40 
B7 Murray State 6 
17 at Alabama 27 
34 at Indiana Mii 
21 Florida 24 
21 at South Carolina 7 
35 Ohio 14 
42 Mississippi State 17, 
63. Arkansas (70T) 71 
17 at Vanderbilt 28 
10 at Georgia = 
7 Tennessee 20 


| 


PASSING 
NAME Come Yaros Pct TD Inr| 
Lorenzen 336 191-2221 568 16 8 
Boyd 43 15 205 34.9 2 

RUSHING 

YARDS 

Beach S103 3663.6 2% 8 
Bwenge 72 318 AA 19 2 
Boyd AS A200 ee OOS eas 
Davis 68 194 2.9 31 3 

RECEIVING 
NAME No YARDS Avc Le TD 
Abney ele OLS Pero. Je anos 5 
Bernard = 33 532,161 60 5 
Cook 21 222 «#2106 += #42 1 
Davis 21 je: 18 0 

DEFENSIVE LEADERS 

Tackles: Anderson 125, D. Williams 122, M. Williams 98 
Interceptions: Abdullah 4, 7 with 1 
Sacks: Caudill 4.5, Holts, 4.5, Anderson 3.5, M. Williams 3.5 


| Tackles for loss: Bums 18, White 7, Anderson, M. Williams 7 


Oct 2 


Oct. 16 


Sept. ] 8 
Sept. 25 


Oct. 9 


Oct. 23 


Nov. 13 
Nov. 27 


at Louisville 


“faiane 


at Florida 


Ohio 


Alabama 


South Carolina 


at Auburn 


at Mississippi State 


Vanderaile 


at Tennessee 
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this team. | know what's going on with 
the offense and we're going to be in bet- 
ter position to execute it this season. 
There remains a good foundation with 
this team.” 

Boyd played receiver, tailback and 
quarterback last season as the Cats strug- 
gled to adapt to the new offense installed 
by former Kansas State offensive coordina- 
tor Ron Hudson. Now Boyd is in the posi- 
tion he always wanted — starting 
quarterback — and he’s not looking over 
his shoulder. 

Promising redshirt freshman Andre’ 
Woodson might have a bright future at 
Kentucky, but he failed to threaten Boyd's 
job in spring practice. 

With Boyd under center, the offense 
will take on a different look than it had 
under Lorenzen. In fact, Boyd might even 
be better suited for this offense because of 
his running skills. He is a true run-pass 
threat, and quarterbacks from that mold 
— Michael Bishop and Ell Roberson — 
succeeded at Kansas State. 

The run part of the equation is no 
problem for Boyd, who has been called 
the best runner on UK’s team, even 
among the tailbacks. At 230 pounds, he 
runs with power and speed. But his 
accuracy as a passer has sometimes cur- 
tailed his effectiveness at quarterback. 
While clearly capable of making the big 
play, Boyd also tends to rush throws on 
the run into areas where defenders out- 
number receivers. 

“We're trying to get Shane to 
understand that you can’t have two or 
three good plays and follow that with a 
bad one,” Brooks said. “Throw it away. 
Run with it. Just don’t throw it to the 
other team.” 

One problem for Boyd is that he 
might not have enough help. 


THE BEST anp 
THE BRIGHTEST 


Most Valuable Player 


DE Vincent “Sweet Pea” Burns 
Emerging Star 
WR/RS Keenan Burton 
Top Newcomer 
OT Micah Jones 


Kentucky’s tailbacks were thoroughly 
unproductive last season and — good or 
bad — all three of them are back. Only 
Alexis Bwenge averaged more than four 


JUNIOR ARLISS BEACH LOOKS TO 
MAKE AN IMPACT IN 2004. 
PHOTO BY JOE ROBBINS 


yards a carry and he spends as much time 
at fullback as tailback. Draak Davis and 
Arliss Beach offer the Cats more speed, 
but Brooks roundly criticized their inability 
to make tough yards last season. 

Beach, Bwenge and Davis averaged 
just 3.6 yards while combining to rush for 
878 yards on the season. Four individuals 
in the SEC rushed for more. 

The offensive line also looks like a lia- 
bility because only two players return 
with any significant playing experience 
— left guard Jason Rollins and right 
guard Matt Huff. The other three starting 
jobs figure to remain up for grabs going 
into fall camp. 

If the Cats have a game-breaker, it’s at 
receiver, where sophomore Keenan Bur- 
ton could have a breakout season if Boyd 
can get him the ball. Burton is counted on 
to replace record-setting receiver/returner 
Derek Abney, who led the team in 
catches last season. 

Burton was dynamic in the spring 
game, touching the ball nine times for 


245 total yards, including a 93-yard kick- 
off return for a touchdown. 

“Keenan has made tremendous 
strides and he’s only going to get better,” 
Brooks said. “We can’t forget that this is 
just the spring of his freshman year. He’s a 
very good route-runner, he’s got good 
hands and he’s going to develop as a 
blocker. Instinctively, he just has an ability 
to make big plays.” 


DEFENSE 

Kentucky’s defense made strides in 
nearly every statistical category from 2002 
to 2003. Now the task is to do it again. 

The last time a Kentucky team 
relied so heavily on defense was 1996, 
so it appears the Cats will turn back the 
clock this season. With an offense that 
is untested at most positions, the expe- 
rienced defense will be asked to do 
more than its share, especially early in 
the season. 

But this unit might just be up to the 
task. Senior defensive end Vincent 
“Sweet Pea” Burns, a second-team All- 
SEC selection last season, returns as the 
team’s big-play leader. He has led the 
Cats in tackles for loss the past two sea- 
sons and probably will again lead in that 
category in 2004. 

Burns will team with another senior, 
Ellery Moore, and sophomore Lamar Mills 
to give Kentucky a defensive front in the 
3-4 scheme that might be the strength of 
the team. Both Moore and Mills have 
starting experience, while Trey Mielsch 
also made strides in the spring and could 
challenge for a starting job this fall. 

If the defensive line isn't the 
strength, then the linebackers are. 
Inside, Chad Anderson and Dustin 
Williams are everywhere. The two were 
among the tackling leaders in the SEC 
last season. Anderson led the league in 
tackles per game at 11.4. 

While Anderson and Williams, both 
juniors, are known quantities at inside 
linebacker, the situation at outside line- 
backer is sketchy. Deion Holts, a returning 
starter, was dismissed in the offseason for 
violation of team rules, leaving Durrell 
White, a sophomore, as the only returning 
starter. 

Raymond Fontaine brings speed to 
the other side, but his thin frame and 
inability to gain weight mean that it’s all 
over once an offensive lineman lays hands 
on him. 

Kentucky's secondary also returns 
intact. The cornerback position, once a 
perennial weakness, appears to be in the 
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_ NOTEBOOK | 


re bewoe u continue with his football career in 


spring practice. The 280-pound nose 

guard picked up where he left off and 

should see some playing time this sea- 
son as a backup. 

¢ Outside linebacker Deion Holts 
was never one to hold his tongue, 
which made him great with the media 
and sometimes a headache for his 
coaches. Holts’ exchanges with defen- 
sive coordinator Mike Archer on the 
practice field were some of the best 
entertainment of the 2003 season. 

But that might also have led to his 
dismissal in the offseason. The former 
starter was kicked off the team for the 
standard violation of team rules, but it 
was no secret that Holts had pushed 
Kentucky's coaches to the limit. 

¢ Quarterback Shane Boyd played 
for Kentucky’s baseball team before 
and after spring practice. Boyd, a relief 
pitcher, threw nine innings and made 
eight appearances on the baseball team 
before changing into his football gear. 
Some believe that his future might be 
in baseball rather than football, 
although that will be determined by 
what kind of senior season he has on 
the gridiron. 

¢ It’s almost expected that a new 
coach will change a team’s uniform and 
SFTENGE coach Rich Brooks isn’t any different. 

At least he waited a season before giv- 
QB Shane Boyd, Sr./Andre’ Woodson, Fr. Vincent Burns, Sr.*/B. Jay Parsons, Jr. . 
— —— ~ - 2 : ing the Cats an extreme makeover. 
FB Ronald “Rock Johnson, Jr./Alexis Bwenge, Jr. Lamar Mills, So.*/Ricky Abren, Fr. The Wildcats will change toa 
I Sas Cn eae : = Nea STi eS. trendier composition of blue and white 
WR Keenan Burton, So./Glenn Holt Jr., Jr. Durrell White, So.*/Joe Schuler, Fr. Y F . 
WR Scott Mitchell, Jr./Gerad Parker, Sr. ~~ Chad Anderson, Jr.*/Justin Haydock, Sr. with sharp, thick stripes down both ; 
Jeremiah Drobney, Jr.*/Jemir Davis, Jr. Dustin Willioms, Jr*/Dennis Johnson J sides. They'll also wear throwback uni- 
forms on Oct. 2 against Ohio. 


Michael Aitcheson, So./Micah Jones, Free Raymond Fontaine, Jr./Cedric Koger, Jr. 


Jason Rollins, Sr.*/Trai Williams, So. : Earven Flowers, Sr.*/Antoine Huffman, Jr. ¥ Leading returning receiver 
——— Tommy Cook (21 catches, 222 yards) 


Matt McCutchan, Jr./Travis Slaydon, So, Bo Smith, Jr.*/Warren Wilson, Jr. Q 
Matt Huff, Jr.*/Trai Williams, So. Mike Willis, S* Claude Sogoille, 5. suffered a torn left ACL in the spring 
Hayden Lane, So./Emie Pelayo, Jr. Muhommod Abdulloh, J. /Dollos Greer, Fr. game and will likely miss his senior sea- 
Taylor Begley) Jr.*/ClintRuth, Sr. Sevin Sucurovie, Sr.°/Anthony Thomion, Sr. son. He can petition for a sixth year. 


oe - = - = efensive tackle Ricky Abren 

= = tS was back with the team dur- 
B 7) OSs ee ing spring drills after missing 
or 785 BF 63 25 ms; most of the 2003 season. 
B 250 WR of 60 180 Le As a true freshman, Abren enjoyed 
08 240 GS 61 0 an impressive fall camp and played well 
r an « * * m enough to work his way into the rota- 
= rian as tion along the defensive front, but an 
Co 60 NI So 6) 280 Sh irregular heartbeat sidelined him for the 
8 WR ok 63 210 League Ciy, TK rest of the season and he took a med- 
0G De Meosilon, OH ical redshirt. 
Ls Wes Poduech After extensive testing, doctors 

= est found no reason that Abren couldn’t 
B 
WR 
B 
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‘Sweet Pea’ has Suped-up Game 


entucky defensive line coach 
K. Michael Gray understandably 

was a little skeptical when he 
found out that his best player, defensive 
end Vincent Burns, was nicknamed 
“Sweet Pea.” 

“Yeah, | heard about Sweet Pea 
and | just shook my head,” Gray said. 
“What kind of name is that? But | put 
on the game tapes and watched him 
play and I said, ‘Oh, that’s Sweet Pea. 
Well, that’s all right.’ As long as he 
plays like that, he can be called what- 
ever he wants.” 

Burns’ catchy nickname was a gift 
from his doting mother, but it fails to 
aptly describe Burns on the football 
field. There’s not much sweet about 
“Sweet Pea,” a senior who was a sec- 
ond-team All-SEC pick last season 
when he led the team in tackles for loss 
for the second straight year. 

His high-energy style and quickness 
help Burns offset his stature (6-2, 268), 
which is small by SEC standards for 
defensive linemen. But normal stan- 
dards don’t normally apply to Burns 
anyway. 

Coming out of Lake Park, deep in 
south Georgia, Burns was recruited 
by a number of Division I-A schools, 
including North Carolina State and 


throes of depth. Bo Smith and Earven 
Flowers return as the starters, but Warren 
Wilson and Karl Booker challenged them 
in the spring and should see playing time. 
Booker was a receiver until he moved to 
cornerback in the spring and ended up 
leading the defense in interceptions dur- 
ing spring scrimmages. 

Speaking of interceptions, free safety 
Muhammad Abdullah had four picks in 
the first five games a year ago and his 
nose for the ball made him one of the 
Cats’ most valuable defenders. 

Abdullah teams with strong safety 
Mike Williams to give Kentucky a pair of 
ball-hawking defenders who are sure tack- 
lers. Williams, who sat out the spring 
because of shoulder surgery, also has 
emerged as an effective blitzer in the Cats’ 
unpredictable scheme. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
Replacing Derek Abney, who set five 


Mississippi, but grades were a con- 
cern. When it came time to sign, 
most of the scholarship offers had 
dried up. His best option at the time 
seemed to be Division I-AA Northern 
Arizona. 

Burns played there for a year, all 
the while aching for the thrill of big- 
time football and missing his daughter, 
Jodi, who was back in Lake Park. He 
had the letters “DSGB” tattooed on his 
forearm. They stand for “Down South 
Georgia Boy.” 

“That's me. I'm just a country boy,” 
he said. 

His desire to transfer was fulfilled 
when Kentucky offered him a scholar- 
ship. Burns has made the most of his 
move. After sitting out a season, he 
stepped into the starting lineup at 
defense-starved Kentocty as a sopho- 
more and earned his teammates’ 
respect for his work ethic. They 
responded by naming him a team cap- 
tain last season. 

“His work ethic is probably the best 
on the team,” said Kentucky corner- 
back Warren Wilson, Burns’ room- 
mate. “He never we anything. He’s a 

uy who never takes a play off. When 
he’s tired, he finds a way to keep 
going.” 


INE RETURNING 
STARTERS ON 
DEFENSE GIVE THE 

} WILDCATS GROW- 


ING CONFIDENCE ... 
BUT THIS NEW ERA OF KENTUCKY 
FOOTBALL CAN'T BE EXPECTED TO 
BE WITHOUT GROWING PAINS. 


NCAA return records and brought back 
eight kicks for touchdowns in his career, 
won't be easy. He handled the kickoff and 
punt return duties with a flair that made 
him a threat to go the distance whenever 
he touched the ball. 

That's a reputation Keenan Burton will 
have to earn, but it appears he’s going to 
get the chance. The sophomore receiver 
has Abney’s speed, but it remains to be 


DEFENSIVE END VINCENT “SWEET PEA” 
BURNS IS A FORCE TO BE RECKONED WITH. 
PHOTO BY JOE ROBBINS 


seen if he has the elusiveness to make big 
plays out of the return game. 

Taylor Begley has been solid as the 
team’s place-kicker in recent seasons, 
connecting on 15 of 24 field goals and 
71 of 77 extra points, but he was 
pushed in the spring by Clint Ruth, who 
drilled a 47-yard field goal in the spring 
game. This competition will carry on 
into fall camp, despite Begley's status 
as the incumbent. 

Anthony Thornton returns as the start- 
ing punter, but he missed the spring 
because of injury, and Sevin Sucurovic, a 
native of Bosnia, established himself as 
firm competition for the starting job. 
Sucurovic won the starting job last fall, but 
was replaced by Thornton after the opener 
against Louisville because Sucurovic 
dropped the snap on what proved to be a 
pivotal play that resulted in a Louisville 
touchdown. 

— Michael Smith 
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year ago, LSU dicin’t elect captains in 
A= preseason. Nor did the Tigers set 
concrete goals. 

The elder statesmen on the team knew 
what behaving as champions entailed. And 
they acted exactly like champions, en route 
to capturing the Bowl Championship Series 


Following 


national title. 

Since then, the Tigers have undergone 
a change in makeup. There aren’t as many 
veterans who understand what it takes to 
win a championship, national or otherwise. 

The athletic ability remains, but the other 
factors that go into creating a national cham- 
pion aren't as clearly defined. The concer, 
then, is to ensure that everyone remains 
focused on the process that generated LSU's 
most productive season ever at 13-1. 

LSU dismantled Georgia in the SEC 
Championship Game, 34-13, for its second 
conference title in three years. 

“We've got to re-establish the intangi- 
bles, such as discipline, toughness, giving 


2009: 13-1 overall, 7-1 SEC (1st) 
COACH: Nick Saban — At LSU: 39-13, 
4 years; overall: 82-39-1, 10 years 
RETURNING STARTERS: 14; 

6 offense, 7 defense, kicker 


RB Justin Vincent, RB Alley Broussard, 

C Ben Wilkerson, DE Marcus Spears, 

LB Lionel Turner, CB Corey Webster, 

CB Travis Daniels, FS LaRon Landry 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: There is speed 

everywhere, particularly on an experienced 

defense that returns players at nearly every 

key position. Senior end Marcus Spears and 

cornerback Corey Webster spearhead the 
defense's stability and strength. The stingy, 
physical defensive backs are reflective of 
coach Nick Saban's style of play. 
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PLAYERS TO WATCH: WR Skyler Green, 


effort and being responsible for doing your 
job,” fifth-year coach Nick Saban said. 

To that end, Saban has underscored that 
seniors are to look out for the welfare of the 
younger players while providing reminders 
of the work needed to ensure a successful 
follow-up to the BCS title. 


Big Footsteps ... 


“I've been pleased with the example the 
older guys have set,” Saban said. “The 
younger guys have to eam what they get. 
They were there for the national champi- 
onship, but they didn’t really eam it. It takes 
hard work and commitment and concentra- 
tion and perseverance. It's not easy.” 

Senior center Ben Wilkerson never said it 
was. As a four-year starter, he’s been diligent 
in his approach toward making steady 
improvement. It paid handsome dividends 
last year both for the Tigers, who benefited 
from Wilkerson’s expertise, and for Wilker- 
son, who eamed All-SEC honors and second- 
team All-America accolades. 

Wilkerson is no-nonsense in his approach 
and demanding of the others who must 
replace two departed offensive linemen. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: There is uncer- 
tainty at quarterback with Matt Mauck hav- 
ing left early for the NFL after putting 
together a career record of 18-2 asa 
starter. Also skipping his senior year was 
wide receiver Michael Clayton, which will 
further affect LSU's big-play ability. 

OWERWIEW: The Tigers can rely on their 

running game and defense until a 

quarterback comes into his own. Ath- 

leticism abounds, which often will 
allow players to compensate for youth- | 
ful mistakes. Even with its changes in 
personnel, LSU will begin the season 
as one of the best in the nation. The 

Tigers’ psychological, rather than phys- 

ical, ability will have as much to do 

with their success as anything. 


“It’s up to them to step up and fill those 
shoes,” he said of the newcomers to the 
starting lineup. 

The offense is in for some changes with 
the early departure of quarterback Matt 
Mauck and wide receiver Michael Clayton, 
who skipped their senior seasons to enter 


Their Own 


the NFL draft. LSU remains blessed with 
speedy receivers, but senior Marcus Randall 
is the only experienced quarterback, having 
started six games for an injured Mauck in 
2002. Randall played sparingly last season 
when freshmen JaMarcus Russell and Matt 
Flynn redshirted. 

“This is my fifth year...,” Randall said in 
the spring. “I know the system. I’m more 
confident. I’m having fun.” 

The trick is to experience that same 
enjoyment when the regular season begins 
Sept. 4 against Oregon State in Tiger Sta- 
dium, or when the SEC schedule unfolds 
Sept. 18 at Aubum. 

There’s a lot of work before then, Saban 
said. 

“Everybody's competing,” said college 
football's highest-paid coach. “We have four 
or five guys who have the ability to make 
plays. ... Nobody can relax.” 

The defense must replace All-American 
tackle Chad Lavalais and towering end Mar- 
quise Hill, but senior end Marcus Spears 
retums to spearhead the front seven. His 
dominating presence was seen in the Sugar 
Bowl when he snared an interception and ran 
20 yards for the touchdown that produced 
the game-winning points. 

“I'd love to have him back,” Spears said 
of Hill, who followed the lead of Mauck and 
Clayton and left early for the NFL draft, “but 
it’s one of those things.” 

The Tigers are equipped to handle the 
change, Spears said. 

“If everybody does their part, we'll be 


MARCUS SPEARS IS THE LEADER OF AN 
IMPOSING LSU DEFENSIVE FRONT. 
PHOTO BY R.D. MOORE 
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All-American, raed NO 17 defensive lineman nationally and in Louisiana. 


Xavier WR_ 63,190 Melbourne, EL Polm Bay 
All-American, ranked No. riseid rami 
by Rivals.com... A#an‘a Joural-Constitution 


Breaux Bri 
in loobiona eee SuperPrep 
and No, 3 
ian 


, Mit TE 6-4, 245 
Rivals.com rated No. sighed eaeehsor ey 


ne, MS Picayune Memorial 
in Mississippi... Ranked No. 15 player in Missis- 
bac Asa senior, had five receptions for 1 touchdowns. 


yords and two 


Baldwin St. Mary 
‘ond No. 21 Loui ira . All-State... 
poder mera pees ca by com... 


2p alain Louisiana 
second-team All: 


. Martinville 
nse" ile ie 100... Baton 
oT 61,310 


, Marlon 
Today AlrAmericn Ranked No. 70 wey oN, ph 


epee 


DORSEY, Glenn DT 
ROR As eke ice cash ond No. 2 
can, rated No. 3 player in Louisiana... 


East Ascension 


eatin =f Spat el Aen, 


West Jefferson 
in Lovisiona by Rivals.com... Syper- 


All-American, rated No. 22 defensive lineman nationally and in Louisiana. 
foals Ne 5-11, 175 
fate lete nationally and No. 10 yore eee -efig Abin, 
reticd No ch fred and No. 25 in California... 


Fl conrad No, sls uri oe Sin kos. Spey Ab Ann, 
No. 3 player in Arkansas... Four-year starter at offensive guard and defensive tackle. 


Rented Ne 22 lacy fron. rated No. 16 player in Lovisiana... Atlanta Jour- 
nal-Consiitution Southern 100. honorable mention. 
HIGHSMITH, 


Central 
Pee 1 eutide bolerix national tod Nex 41 player in Florida... Ronked No. ©. 32 payer in 
Florida by SuperPrep.... Orlando Sentinel Florida Top 100... As a senior in 2002, had seven QB socks 


Ronked Ks od ese a anh end 10p 1 ga mney kon Secnes cad Na 
13 player in Louisiana... Baton RougeAdvocate Second 


CK, Jeffery CB 5-10, 175 
Frac ied Na 28 comerback 
by SuperPrep.... All-District... Had more than 


PN oe ee Brel coe baling romdNGcTS aye 8 Abana, 
No. 
Tuscaloosa News Sweet 16... sty sale hol 40 laches ond seen seven interceptions. + 


ord Ne 52 ers Te min 45 ployer in Te 
in 
tackles as a senior... hates. had 45 tockles. cdf 


Name / Posmon Size HOMETOWN Hick ScHoot / Couece 
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fine,” Spears said. “If 1, or anyone else, sees a 
problem, we try to address it. ... Everybody 
has to step up.” 

That's also true on special teams, where 
the Tigers will have a new punter while wel- 
coming back their place-kicker and All- 
American retumer. Junior Skyler Green is 
primed again to showcase the skills that 
allowed him to average a national-best 18.5 
yards on punt returns. 

The smiling, fun-loving Green said he 
realizes he must become “more serious” 
now that he’s in a position of increased lead- 
ership. 

“!'m not mean, or anything,” he said, “I 
just have to make sure everybody does the 
right thing.” 


OFFENSE 

Based on who's returning, LSU figures to 
be more run-oriented than a year ago, when 
the Tigers set school records for points 
scored (475), first downs (298) and touch- 
downs (63). 

For one thing, sophomore Justin Vincent 
established himself as a force after beginning 
last season as a virtual unknown. Injuries 
thrust him into the lineup for the final seven 
games, and he responded with 10 touch- 
downs with a punishing style. 

He scored two touchdowns against 
Georgia in the SEC Championship Game 
before adding another one in the Tigers’ 21- 
14 Sugar Bowl victory over Oklahoma. In 
those two games, he rushed for 318 yards. 


THE BEST anp 
THE BRIGHTEST 


Most Valuable Player 


DE Marcus Spears 
Emerging Star 
RB Justin Vincent 
Top Newcomer 
WR Early Doucet 


In all, Vincent rushed for a school fresh- 
man-record and team-high 1,001 yards last 
season and is the linchpin in a backfield that 
retums all five leading rushers from a year 
ago. 
Junior Joseph Addai opened as last 
year’s starter and finished second behind 
Vincent with 520 yards and two touch- 
downs. Addai spent part of the spring also 
working at wide receiver, as did senior cor- 
nerback Corey Webster. 

Retuming, too, are senior Shyrone Carey 
and sophomores Alley Broussard and Bar- 


rington Edwards. The five combined to rush 
for 2,439 yards and score all but one of LSU's 
24 rushing touchdowns. 

None of the quarterbacks has the experi- 
ence of Matt Mauck, who threw a school- 
record 28 touchdown passes last season. 
Marcus Randall started six games as a 
sophomore, but fashioned a 2-4 record with 
five interceptions. The strong-armed JaMar- 
cus Russell and heady Matt Flynn haven't 
played since high school. 

Still, they will operate behind a formida- 
ble line that features senior center Ben Wilk- 
erson and junior tackles Andrew Whitworth 
and Nate Livings. LSU allowed only 22 sacks 
last season, and none in five of the last six 
regular-season games. In 27 career starts, 
Whitworth has permitted only five sacks and 
committed just 13 penalties. 

Additional strength should come from 
the successor to Eric Edwards at tight end. 
Junior David Jones is the heir apparent after 
catching 13 passes for 232 yards and a 
touchdown. 

Skyler Green highlights a receiving corps 
that lost Michael Clayton and Devery Hen- 
derson, who combined for 131 catches, 
including 21 for touchdowns, Green had 48 
catches for 519 yards and five touchdowns, 
including the game-winner against Georgia 
during the regular season. He also rushed for 
a 24-yard touchdown against Oklahoma. 

Additional firepower should come from 
sophomores Dwayne Bowe and Craig Davis, 
a pair of tall former blue-chip recruits who 
combined to catch 16 passes for 169 yards 
last season. 

And then there will be the arrival of what 
Rivals.com termed the nation’s finest group 
of receiver recruits. Early Doucet (rated the 
No. | prep wideout), Xavier Carter (the fifth- 
rated receiver) and others should provide the 
Tigers with plenty of excitement over the 
next few years. 


DEFENSE 

There is a high standard to uphold, but 
seven starters are back to see that it can be 
done. 

Given the quality of the players, it’s small 
wonder LSU ranked first in scoring defense 
(11.0 points per game) and total defense 
(252.0 yards per game) last season. What's 
more, the Tigers were among the nation’s 
leaders in pass-efficiency defense (89.8), 
passing defense (185.0 ypg) and rushing 
defense (67.0 ypg). 

From beginning to end, the front seven 
and tenacious backfield allowed LSU to attack 
with a ferocity that should be apparent again 
this season. 

It figures to all start with defensive end 


SKYLER GREEN IS A TRIPLE THREAT 
AS A RECEIVER, RETURNER AND RUSHER. 
PHOTO BY ICON SPORTS 


Marcus Spears, who emerged with a late- 
season flurry. He had at least one tackle for a 
loss in eight of his last nine games and fin- 
ished with 13 plays behind the line for minus- 
72 yards. Overall, he had 49 tackles, 
including six sacks. 

Close behind was junior tackle Kyle 
Williams, who worked his way into the start- 
ing lineup by the seventh game of the year. 
Williams finished with 41 stops, including six 
for losses. He also intercepted a pass. 

Additional help could come from Claude 
Wroten, a 6-3, 315-pound run-stuffing tackle 
from Mississippi Delta Community College. 
He signed in December and had the benefit 
of bowl practices and spring ball, when he 
opened some eyes. 

Of the nine tackles senior middle line- 
backer Lionel Tumer made against Oklahoma, 
none was more significant than the fourth- 
down sack of Jason White in the final two 
minutes to preserve LSU's victory. For the 
year, Tumer finished second on the team with 
78 tackles. 

Junior weakside linebacker Cameron 
Vaughn collected 55 stops, including three 
for losses. He and Tumer each had eight tack- 
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Marcus Randall, Sr./JaMarcus Russell, Fr. Marcus Spears, Sr.*/Jarvus Ryes, Sr. 


Justin Vincent, So.*/Alley Broussard, So. Kyle Williams, Jr.*/Brian West, So. 


Kevin Steitz, Jr./Joseph Addai, Jr. Melvin Oliver, Jr./Leo Deselle, So. 


Skyler Green, Jr.*/Bennie Brozell, Jr. J Kirston Pittman, So./Ryan Willis, So. 
Dwayne Bowe, So./Craig Davis, So. 


Cameron Vaughn, Jr.*/Dorsett Buckles, Sr. 27 


David Jones, Jr.*/Keith Zinger, So. Lionel Turner, Sr.*/Dominic Cooper, Fr. 


Andrew Whitworth, Jr.*/Rudy Niswanger, Jr. Kenneth Hollis, Jr./Philip Maxwell, Jr. 


Terrell McGill, Jr./Brandon Hurley, Jr. Corey Webster, Sr.*/Jessie Daniels, So. 


Ben Wilkerson, Sr.*/Doug Planchard, So. Travis Daniels, Sr.*/Ronnie Prude, Sr. 


Rudy Niswanger, Jr./Terrell McGill, Jr. Daniel Francis, So./Jessie Daniels, So. 
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Nate Livings, Jr.*/Andrew Whitworth, Jr. LaRon Landry, So.*/Ronnie Prude, Sr. 
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Ryan Gaudet, So.*/Chris Jackson, So. Chris Jackson, So./Patrick Fisher, Fr. 


Se es ee Fe Sa =) 
he departure of former LSU 
chancellor Mark Emmert, who 
hired Nick Saban and then put 

him in position to become the highest- 

paid football coach in the country, 
prompted some to question Saban’s 
future. 

Emmert was “absolutely the best boss 
I've ever had,” Saban said after Emmert 
was hired as president of his alma mater, 
the University of Washington. 

Emmert was at LSU for only a few 
months when he lured Saban away from 
Michigan State in November of 1999. 

Saban lauded Emmert for his support 
of the athletic department's academic-sup- 
port program and the manner in which he 
sought to attract attention to LSU through 
sports. Saban said Emmert’s departure 
wouldn’t affect his relationship with LSU. 

Emmert accepted the Washington job 
shortly after Saban signed a new seven- 
year contract that initially will pay him 
$2.3 million a year. Saban’s pay will 
increase each year to the point where he 
will have a base salary of $3 million in the 
pact’s final year — plus incentives. 

Since arriving at LSU, Saban has 
attracted attention from others, and 
became an automatic entry on the NFL 
rumor mill, owing to his background as 
an NFL assistant. Saban even called a 
news conference during the offseason to 
publicly turn down a lucrative offer from 
the Chicago Bears. 

¢ Winning the Bowl Championship 
Series national title earned the Tigers a 
trip to the White House. Sophomore run- 
ning back Justin Vincent said he had 
“a great time” despite the fact that he had 
“never been in a suit all day before.” 

¢ Joe Lawrence, a former major 
league baseball player, joined the Tigers in 
the spring as a 27-year-old defensive back. 
Lawrence played professional baseball 
from 1996 to 2003 and hit .180 with two 
home runs in 55 games as a second base- 
man for the Toronto Blue Jays in 2002. 
He was an all-state football and baseball 
player at Lake Charles (La.) Barber High 
School. 

¢ Saban brought in his former assis- 
tant and successor at Michigan State, 
Bobby Williams, to be the associate head 
coach and coach wide receivers. Williams, 
who was fired at MSU before the end of 
the 2002 season, spent last season as an 
assistant with the Detroit Lions. 
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Vincent Keeps his Feet Moving 


iven how LSU sophomore run- 
G ning back Justin Vincent burst 

onto the scene last season, 
some have wondered what he might do 
to follow up on such success. 

“The best thing he can do is to con- 
tinue to follow the process,” fifth-year 
soe Nick Saban said. “I’m sure he 
will.” 

If so, that means Vincent will again 
attack opposing defenses with the 
hard-charging style he established dur- 
ing his all-state schoolboy days at Lake 
Charles (La.) High School. 

“| push myself,” said Vincent, sport- 
ing a national-championship ring on his 
lef ring finger. “I was always fold by 
my high school coach that you'll never 
lose yardage if you keep moving your 
feet. Good things will happen.” 

And so they did for the 5-11, 205- 
pound Vincent, who began last season 
on the bench, but finished with a flurry. 
Besides being a Freshman All-Ameri- 
can, he won Most Valuable Player hon- 
ors in both the Bowl Championship 
Series and SEC championship games. 
He sped 64 yards on the first play from 
scrimmage to set the tone for LSU's 21- 
14 victory over Oklahoma in the Sugar 
Bowl. As LSU's leading rusher, he car- 
ried 154 times for a school freshman- 


record 1,001 yards and 10 touch- 
downs. He rushed for more than 100 
yards in each of his last four games, 
including 201 yards and two touch- 
downs against Georgia in the SEC 
Championship Game, and 117 yards 
and a score against Oklahoma. 

For all that, Saban has tried to 
downplay the significance of Vincent's 
return to a talent-laden backfield that 
includes fellow sophomore Alley Brous- 
sard. Having lost weight and improved 
his speed, Broussard will push Vincent 
for playing time, Saban said. 

Also back are junior Joseph Addai 
and senior Shyrone Carey, whose 
injuries thrust Vincent into a starting role 
for the last seven games of the season. 

“He took advantage of his opportu- 
nity,” Saban said of Vincent. Even so, 
Saban said it’s not fair to demand that 
Vincent replicate his rookie year. 

“| don’t think expectations are 
a good thing to worry about,” Saban 
said. “Expectations set you up for dis- 
appointment, failure and criticism.” 

With his intense work ethic and 
desire, Vincent doesn’t dwell on such 
negatives, but remains driven to 
achieve. 

“| don’t think I'll ever lose that 
desire or fire to do well,” he said. Q 


JUSTIN VINCENT DISTINGUISHED HIMSELF AS 
A FRESHMAN ON THE TIGERS’ 2003 
CHAMPIONSHIP TEAM. 

PHOTO BY ICON SPORTS 


les in LSU's 19-7 loss to Florida. The new 
starter at linebacker could be Kenneth Hollis, 
who redshirted last season after transferring 
from junior college. 

The last line of defense might be LSU's 
strongest, with a stingy backfield that features 
senior comerback Corey Webster, sophomore 
free safety LaRon Landry and junior comer- 
back Travis Daniels. 

Webster's seven interceptions last year 
gave him 14 for his career, the second-high- 
est total in school history. He broke up two 
passes against Oklahoma and intercepted a 
pass to set up the game's first score. His 25 
pass breakups for the year was second in the 
SEC, one behind teammate Travis Daniels. 

Highly touted JC transfer Mario Steven- 
son steps into a crowded secondary and 
should be able to provide situational help, 
as Well as injury insurance. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
Skyler Green made his name with this 


unit by leading the nation in punt-retum 
average (18.5 yards per retum). He ran back 
two punts for touchdowns, including a 62- 


i 


T HE ATHLETIC ABIL- 
| ITY REMAINS FROM 

2003, BUT THE 

OTHER FACTORS THAT GO 
INTO CREATING A NATIONAL 


CHAMPION AREN'T AS 
CLEARLY DEFINED. 


yarder against Arizona the first time he ever 
fielded a punt in college. With Devery Hen- 
derson gone, he’s likely to become the pri- 
mary kickoff retumer, as well. 

Before suffering a knee injury, tailback 


Shyrone Carey was sharing punt-retum 
duties with Green. A fully recovered Carey 
can move back into that role this year. 

Sophomores Chris Jackson and Ryan 
Gaudet shared place-kicking chores last sea- 
son, although Gaudet replaced Jackson in the 
SEC Championship Game after Jackson 
missed two extra points. That broke a string 
of 21 consecutive extra points for Jackson. 
Gaudet promptly made field goals of 35 and 
22 yards. 

Both kickers had long field goals of 47 
yards, with Gaudet doing it twice. Gaudet 
made 7 of 12 field goals for the year, while 
Jackson connected on 5 of 7 over the final 
four regular-season games. 

Jackson also is expected to vie with red- 
shirt freshman Patrick Fisher for the vacated 
punting assignment that belonged to Donnie 
Jones for the previous four years. Jones aver- 
aged 42.4 yards on 65 punts last season. 


— Dave Moormann 
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lis gone. 
So are 11 other senior starters, two 


popular assistant coaches and a con- 
troversial school mascot that was banned 
from the sideline last year. 
If ever there was a true rebuilding 
year in the Rebels’ recent history, this is it. 


Ole Miss tasted big-time success for 
the first time in three decades last year 
when it finished 10-3 and ranked No. 13 
in the final Associated Press football poll. 

But with a bevy of young talent back 
and experienced players returning at key 
positions, team members like to think 
2004 will be a year of reloading, rather 
than rebuilding. 

Can Ole Miss have progressed this far 
this quickly? 

Senior receiver Bill Flowers scoffs at 
those inclined to predict an Ole Miss 
demise in the post-Eli Manning era. 
According to Flowers, Ole Miss just might 
be an even bigger hit this season. He 
combats any suggestion of a drop-off at 
Oxford with two simple words: “Remem- 
ber Tennessee?” 

He is pointing to the national title the 
Volunteers won in 1998 — the year after 
Eli's older brother, Peyton, left for the NFL 
— as proof the Rebels aren’t necessarily 
destined to pull a Colonel Reb and simply 
vanish from the scene. 

(IF you don’t know that Colonel Reb is 
the school’s banished mascot, you proba- 
bly wouldn't be reading this story.) 

“A lot of people thought it was over for 
Tennessee, too, after Peyton left,” Flowers 
said. “Obviously, Eli brought a lot of quali- 
ties to the game you can’t make up for, but 
the truth is that the majority of the talent on 
this football team is back this year.” 

The SEC's most prolific offense in the 


JUNIOR MIKE ESPY IS ONE OF FOUR SOLID 
RETURNEES AT WIDE RECEIVER FOR OLE MISS. 
PHOTO BY ICON SPORTS 


past two seasons returns three of five 
starters on the line, four of its top five 
receivers, and four of its six running backs. 

On defense, seven senior starters 
must be replaced, but team members are 
confident there isn’t much slippage in tal- 
ent, if any. 


A Face Lift Doesn’t Mean You’re Ugly 


“The natural tendency when you lose 
good seniors is for people to think you 
won't be as good,” coach David Cutcliffe 
said. “Hopefully, we can use that to our 
advantage. I've been impressed particu- 
larly with our returning defensive talent 
and we'll have experience on offense.” 

Defensive end Jayme Mitchell, center 
Chris Spencer, tailbacks Vashon Pearson and 
Brandon Jacobs and defensive backs Charles 
Clark and Danny Bell are a handful of under- 
classmen who were closing in on starting 
roles at the end of the 2003 season. 

If those players can pick up where 
they left off, Ole Miss just might be the 
surprise team of the SEC. To accomplish 
that, the Rebels must avoid letdowns in a 
few dangerous games early in the sched- 


REBELS 


2003: | 0-3 overall; 7-1 SEC (T-1st, West) 
COACH: David Cutcliffe — At Ole Miss: 40- 
22, 5 years; Overall: 40-22, 5 years 
RETURNING STARTERS: 12: 6 offense, 
4 defense, kicker, punter 
| PLAYERS TO WATCH: WR Mike Espy, 
WR Bill Flowers, OG Doug Buckles, 
DE Jayme Mitchell, CB Travis Johnson, 
PK Jonathan Nichols, FS Eric Oliver 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Four of the 
team’s top five wideouts return, led by 
senior Bill Flowers and junior Mike Espy. 
The offensive line also returns four of five 
Starters, anchored by All-SEC pick Doug 
Buckles and third-year starter Marcus John- 
son at the guard spots. There is also good 
depth at defensive tackle and safety. 
\POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The front six 


ule, such as the season- and home-opener 
against a Memphis team that handed Ole 
Miss a 10-point loss in 2003. 

The Rebels also face a potential death 
trap at Wyoming on Sept. 25. It will mark 
the first time an SEC team has visited the 
Cowboys’ cozy-yet-rock-concert-loud 


35,000-seat stadium at high elevation. 

One thing the Rebels have going for 
them this season is that — outside of the 
defending BCS champions in Baton Rouge 
— everyone else in the Western Division 
will be in a rebuilding mode, too. 

Ole Miss must maintain the two areas of 
the game it had working for it during last 
year's breakthrough campaign. The Rebels, 
who ranked last in the SEC in rushing in 
2002, were the league’s most-improved 
running team in 2003, boosting its yards- 
per-game average by 50, up to 147.2. 

Another area that worked well was 
the team’s defense against the run, where 


{in a 4-2-5 scheme) from last year's 10-3 
squad that won the Cotton Bowl returns 
just one fulltime starter, and a defensive 
backfield that ranked last among 117 Divi 
sion A teams for much of last year still 
has questions to answer, particularly at 
cornerback. Junior Micheal Spurlock takes 
over for Eli Manning at OB, having never 
taken an SEC snap. 

OVERVIEW: The leadership of 12 senior 
starters guided the Rebels to their best 
season in 40 years in 2003. A rebuilding 
process gets in full swing, but it shouldn't 
be too painful with quality depth and tal- 
ent at some key positions. Manning is 
gone, but there is still hope. Seven wins 
and a mid-level bow! game would be 
a solid season. 
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For more coverage of the Rebels, visit www.olemiss.rivals.com 


*REBELS*RECRUITIN 


Name / Position HOMETOWN Hick ScHoot / COUEGE 


BOWERS, Chris L 63, 245 Shreveport, LA Evongel 

PrepStar All-American... Rated No. 20 weakside defensive end nationally and No. 15 player in Louisiona by | 
Rivals.com... SuperPrep All-Southwest Region... Allanta Joumal-Constilution Super Southem Sp a feom 
to three consecutive state files... Set school record with 129 solo tackles and 266 assists - 415 total ; | 


BROWN, Reterio B 6-4, 230 Batesville South Panola 
Di safe) Sve esrb: chy opp ska xe ve Kale recorart fr ho grsets xe | 
season-ending knee injury... Had nine career sacks and three punts blocked. 


BURKS, Tony 8 64, 205 Gulfport Harrison Central | 
Rivals.com ranked No. 57 wide receiver nationally and No. 13 in Mississippi... Atlanta Journal-Constitu- | 
tion Super Southern 100... Rated No. 7 player in Mississippi by J Clarion-Ledger... Team captain. 


ee B 6-1, 230 hag suena Ch oe North Gwinnett eee! 
County... Team in... As a senior, tockles, four quarterback , two interceptions, 
tls Covetend te Rabb iecpecel” Hed 175 eave tlle al 1d cue wks 


GALES, Dion | 65, 260 New Orleans, LA John F. Kennedy 
PrepStar All-Southeast Region... Rated No. 16 player in Louisiana by Rivals.com. ranked No. 14 
player in Louisiana. .. Baton Rouge Advocate Super Dozen... Had 235 career tackles and 48 sacks. 


ae ame 8 =o eekt Mica bee ri, ee 

PrepStar All-American... Rivals.com ranked No. 40 running nationally and No, 14 in Mississippi... 
Rated No. 9 player in Mississippi by Jackson Clorion-Ledger... All-State... As a senior, had 1,811 Pert 
‘and 27 touchdowns, averaging 13.5 yards per carry. 


HENDERSON, Tim L 6-3, 300 Shreveport, LA Evangel 

PrepStar All-Southeast Region... Rated No, 25 player in Louisiana by Rivals.com... Shreveport Times Lovisiana 
Top 25... All-State... Class 5A Lineman of the Year... Had 60 tackles and 5.5 quarterback sacks as a senior... 
Had 105 career pancake blocks... Lettered in football and basketball. 


fo Bock... Misssppi Assoiion of Cooches AI Ski wide reste. Scored 69 career touchdowns... | 
Hee sora Wisi Gd fetes te kane facoomre Gad one reap: iil 97S orpoee itl on 19 | 
touchdowns as wingback, running back and wide receiver. 


JERRY, tod 6-2, 265 2 Rags c gr Panola . 
SuperPrep All-Dixie Region... PrepStar All-Southeast Region... Ranked No. 11 player in Mississippi by 
Rivals.com... Mobile Register Super Southeast 120... Three-year storter... Helped team to perfect 15-0 record 
and state file in 2003... As a senior, had 104 tackles... Had 255 career tackles and 16 quarterback sacks. 


KENDRICK, any 8 60, 205 Hoines City, FL Peorl River CC 

i oairab tey soplopM eto G ala teabse tL fale cary re rated No. | junior 
in Mississippi... In 2003, had nine interceptions for 189 wo ,, averaging 21 

oe I ercopher., hverged 16-7 yatdon 12 pend kare’ ood 25 recess 6x C97, share td Fie 

The esha bel vi 64 Hotes ced We 13 ieguler noice Getiaa tre bared 


KIZER, Corey B 62,195 Memphis, TN Melrose | 
Ranked No. 33 wide receiver nationally by Rivals.com... SuperPrep rated No. 8 player in Tennessee... Ranked | 
No. 16 player in Tennessee by Knoxville News-Sentinel... The Commercial Appeal rated No. 7 player in Ten- 
nessee... Asa senior, had 38 receptions for 687 yards and seven touchdowns. 


Name / Position HOMETOWN Hicu ScHoot / CoLlece 


LEE, Lance L 65, 290 Oxford Oxford 
All-Southeast Region.... SuperPrep roted No. 17 player in Mississippi... Rivals.com Mississippi Top 20... 
Sun-Herald ranked No. 5 player in Mississippi... Helped team to state title game.... Three-year letterman. 
McSWAIN, Mico B 62,190 Richton Hai Military 
Cripoaly sae sah Che ai 08 td Oe oe eee ing one returned for 
at Hargrave... Retumed ie jon 


a 


in Mississi i... Had 1,010 yards rushing on 90 carries 0s a senior, averaging 11.2 yards per carry... Had 32 


cere 457 yards and passed for hwo touchdowns... Retumed seven punts for 204 yords and two touch- 


MILER, Maurice L 6-4, 325 West Helena, AR Central 

Ranked No. 16 player in Arkansas by The Moming News... All-State offensive and defensive lineman... Three- 
year starter... As a senior, had 35 pancake blocks... Had 10 tackles, including two tackles for loss, three fumbles 
caused and one fumble recovered. .. Four-year letierman in track, throwing shot and discus. 


MILLS, Corey L 65, 260 Memphis, TN Christion Brothers 
Pret No.3 ele xk Acne Ns poeta Jonmesenly fiche Spee Deer 
can, rated No. 2 player in Tennessee... American... Atlanta Joural-Constitution Super Southern 


UO. eer ke Tacrentie Es fone eae Orlando Sentine! 2003 All-Southem team... Had 137 
coreer ‘and 21 sacks... Two-time state discus champion. 


MOUZON, Dustin B 5-11, 170 Orlando, FL Edgewater 

All-State... As a senior, had 59 tackles, i five tackles for loss, 10 passes broken up, six interceptions and 
two fumbles recovered. .. Four-year letterman in II and track... Lettered in basketball, 

PACK, Garry B 6-1, 220 Oak Grove 


Hattiesburg 
PrepStor All-American. .. Rivals.com ranked No. 7 inside linebacker nationally ond No. 8 player in Mississippi... 
Rated No. 9 in Mississippi by SuperPrep... Only player from Mississippi fo be named to the Orlando Sen- 
tine! 2003 All-Southem team... Jackson Clarion-Ledger Mr. Football... Had 441 career tackles... Had 2,123 
career rushing yards and 42 touchdowns in three seasons, 


PETTWAY, Alton L 6-2, 272 Bay Minette, AL ltawamba CC } 
Honorable mention junior college All-American... Jackson Clarion-Ledger Top 25 Junior College Football 
Recruit... Asa sophomore, had 79 tockles, including 54 solo... Had 154 career tackles at Itawamba. 


Presses Ab Sotho tain player by Rivals ere Helped 
‘on... Ranked No. 19 ployer in Mississippi by Rivals.com... All-State... Helped feam to 
ipl pare gr ci ip... Had 320 career tackles and 25 quarterback sacks... Hod 98 tackles, 
seven quarterback sacks, four fumbles caused and three interceptions as a senior... Four-year lettermon. 


THOMAS, Brondon B 60,230 North Augusta, SC North Augusta 

PrepStar All-American... SuperPrep rated No. 24 player in South Carolina... Four-time All-Region... Four-year 
slarter... Hod 250 career tackles and 33 quarterback sacks... As a senior, set school record with 1? quarterback 
sacks... Had 85 tackles.... Four-year letterman. 


TRAXLER, David L 6-6, 275 Jackson Jackson Academy 
PrepStar All-Southeast Region... All-Stote... Twortime All-Conference... Team captain... Blocked for an offense 
which averaged 303 rushing yards per game as a senior... Three-year leterman jn football and swimming. 


A LOOK*AT-THE-REBELS 


RESULTS 


NAME Art Comp 


24 — at Vanderbilt 21 [Manning 441 275-3600 62.4 29 10 Sept.11 at Alabama 
34 at Memphis AA Spurlock 8 Fine l18 1875) 23> <0 = 
59 Louisiana-Monroe 14, . ~ RUSHING Sept. 18 Vanderbilt 
AME lo YARDS AvG Lc TD < 
< a os =i Turner 173 Sop aye gata Sept. 25 at Wyoming 
at Florida Pearson 94 398 42 6) 4 3 ioe 
=e McClendon 55 G3) wee GO aaza Tl Oct. 2 Arkansas State 
55 Arkansas State 0 Pittman 42 YR Pn 
43 ea 28 RECEIVING Oct. 9 at South Carolina 
Y fe hiiedast - ibe ed eam. Oct. 16 Tennessee 
43 South Carolina 40 ae 77 PATNI see wey! ||| 2 == 
Flower: 39 x | 
24 . at Auburn 20 oa : 30 0 at z ; Oct. 30 Auburn 
14 LSU 17 Johnson 28 399 14,2 4] 5] rp 
ae Nov. 13 at Arkansas 
31 at Mississippi State (0) | __Derensive Leavers | aS 
COTTON BOWL Tackles: Oliver 104, Blanchard 72, Robinson 67 | Nov. 20 = at LSU 
Interceptions: Johnson 4, Hutchins 4, 7 with 1 = — = 
31 Oklahoma State 28 Sacks: Anderson 5.5, Cooper 5.5, Bournes 3.5 : | Nov. 25 Mississippi State 


en CRN NER lia TT 
INDIVIDUAL STATS | SCHEDULE 
= (10-3, 7 -1) PASSING | Sept. 4 Memphis 


Tackles for loss: Anderson 13.5,Cooper 11.5 | 


Yarps Pct 1D Int | 
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things improved markedly and the Rebels 
finished in the top five in the league. Spe- 
cial teams play was also much better than 
it had been in recent seasons. That was 
evident by the play of Lou Groza Award 
winner Jonathan Nichols, who rescued the 
Rebels in at least three games with 50- 
plus yard field goals — and he’s back as a 
first-team preseason All-American. 

If nothing else, Cutcliffe has been con- 
sistent during his tenure at Ole Miss. He is 
one of only two coaches in school history 
to win at least seven games in five straight 
seasons. A seven-win campaign this year 
just might land him a second straight SEC 
Coach of the Year honor, considering the 
obstacles he faces. 

“People don’t realize that a lot of 
younger guys have helped put the team 
in this position,” Mitchell said. “Honestly, 
| don’t think we'll miss a step this year.” 


OFFENSE 

The Rebels must replace Eli Manning, 
who owns every passing record in school 
history, and his top target in Chris Collins, 
who rewrote the Rebels’ receiving 
records. Plus, leading rusher Tremaine 
Turner and speed back Ronald McClendon 
have moved on. 

“We've had a face lift of sorts,” Cut- 
cliffe said. 

But the strength of the offense will be 
an experienced line that brings back a trio 
of three-year starters in All-SEC candi- 
dates Doug Buckles, Marcus Johnson and 
Tre Stallings. Stallings has moved from left 
to right tackle, with Buckles and Johnson 
entrenched at the guard spots. 

Rimington Award candidate Chris 
Spencer will take over at center full time 


THE BEST anp 
THE BRIGHTEST 


Most Valuable Player 


PK Jonathan Nichols 


Emerging Star 
DE Jayme Mitchell 
Top Newcomer 
DB Larry Kendrick 


after spending the past two years splitting 
time at guard. 

That unit will be asked to offer gobs of 
protection for first-year starting quarter- 
back Micheal Spurlock, as well as open 
holes for a new set of premier backs in 
junior Vashon Pearson and redshirt fresh- 


CORNERBACK TRAVIS JOHNSON 
1S ONE OF THREE RETURNING STARTERS 
IN THE REBEL SECONDARY 
PHOTO BY ICON SPORTS 


man Alan Abrams. 

A comfort to Spurlock will also be the 
retum of four of the team’s top five receivers, 
including Bill Flowers, who had more catches 
and yards after his first two years than any- 
one on school history. A preseason shoulder 
injury limited Flowers’ production last season 
to a career-low 38 receptions, but he’s 
healthy and enters his senior season hoping 
to fill the void left by Collins. 

Also back are Mike Espy, Taye Biddle, 
Kerry Johnson and Mario Hill, who com- 
bined for more than 100 catches and 
2,000 yards last season. 

Pearson, who rushed for 398 yards 
and four TDs as the third back, staked his 
claim to the featured role with an impres- 
sive spring. The 6-0, 205-pound junior 
averaged 6.3 yards a carry in spring 
scrimmages, but must hold off Abrams 
and junior Brandon Jacobs for the starting 
job this fall. Jamal Pittman, who is coming 
off his second ACL surgery in as many 
seasons, will be added to that mix if he 
can get back into playing shape. 

Senior fullbacks Rick Razzano and 
Lorenzo Townsend have proven to be two 
of the SEC’s better blocking backs and are 


also effective catching out of the backfield. 


DEFENSE 

Cornerback Travis Johnson is wearing his 
proof that the Ole Miss defensive backfield 
has put last year’s struggles in the past. 

The junior, who was responsible for 
many of the secondary’s highs and lows 
a year ago, has traded in No. 25 for No. 9. 
That's just one of the changes made to 
a unit that ranked last in the nation against 
the pass for much of 2003. 

“It's a new year, a new day and anew 
focus,” said Johnson, entering his third season 
as a starter. “We had an up-and-down year 
last year, so we came in this year with the 
goal of working on what we messed up on.” 

Team members say new secondary 
coach Jay Hopson is already paying divi- 
dends. 

Hopson was hired from Southern Miss 
with hopes he'll spark the same kind of 
defense he directed about 300 miles 
south of Oxford. Southern Miss finished 
No. 14 in the nation in pass efficiency 
defense in 2001, allowed the fewest pass- 
ing touchdowns in the nation in 2002 and 
was fifth in total defense a year ago. 

Hopson, a former Ole Miss defensive 
back, takes over a secondary that gave up 
274 yards and two touchdowns per game 
through the air last season. He has 
designed disguise and blitz packages 
within the team’s 4-2-5 scheme intended 
to make the secondary more aggressive. 

No one has to remind the Rebel DBs that 
last year’s 10-3 record could have been even 
better if not for fourth-quarter coverage busts 
in losses to Memphis and Texas Tech. 

Ole Miss returns three of five starters 
in the secondary: Johnson and safeties Eric 
Oliver (the team’s leading tackler the past 
two years) and Kelvin Robinson. 

There will be plenty of new faces up 
front. 

After two injury-plagued seasons spent 
slipping in and out of the rotation, skilled 
senior end Cory Robinson has one last crack 
at tuming his potential into production. 
Standing in front of Robinson is an opportu- 
nity to anchor a rebuilding line that must 
replace three starters. 

Robinson has made eight starts and has 
played in 31 games the past three seasons. 
But he’s essentially in a now-or-never situa- 
tion. 

Robinson has an opportunity to restore 
some senior leadership to a front line that 
lost starters Charlie Anderson, Jesse Mitchell 
and Josh Cooper — a trio that accounted for 
half of the team’s 28 sacks. 

Many believe the line can be even better 
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OLE MISS- 


REBELS SPRING ROSTER 
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2004 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


QB _ Micheal Spurlock, Jr./Ethan Flatt, So. 7 DE = Jayme Mitchell, Jr./Dedrick Clark, So. 
RB —_ Vashon Pearson, Jr./Brandon Jacobs, Jr, =. DT McKinley Boykin, Jr./Andrew Wicker, So. 
FB Rick Razzano, Sr./Lorenzo Townsend, Sr.* DT _ Danie! Booth, Sr.*/Michael Bozeman, Jr. 

WR __ Bill Flowers, Sr./Mario Hill, Jr. DE Cory Robinson, Sr./Corvelli Haynes, Jr. 

WR _ Kerry Johnson, Sr./Matt Pierce, So. \B Ken Bournes, Sr./Patrick Willis, So 


FL Mike Ey, de i aye Biddle, Jr. “LB Rob Robertson, Sr./Brian Lester, Sr. 
TE _ Eric Rice, Sr.*/Jimmy Brooks, Jr. CB Travis Johnson, Jn.*/Note Banks, F 
LT Bobby Harris, Jr./Tony Sanders, So. Sete ale Ea te Tae 


LG Doug Buckles, Sr.*/James McCoy, So. 


— cB Trumaine McBride, So./Bryan Brown, So. 


G)_Chris Spencer, Ir./Tony Bonds, Jr. SS Kelvin Robinson, Jr.*/Iroko Ayodele, Sr. 
RG Marcus Johnson, Sr.*/Ryan Jones, Jr. = FS _ Eric Oliver, Sr.*/Danny Bell, So. 

RT __Tre Stallings, Jr.*/Marcus Cohen, Fr. WS larry Kendrick, Jr./Charles Clark, So. 

K Jonathan Nichols, Sr.*/lan Turner, Fr. P Cody Ridgeway, Sr.*/Wesley Bryan, Sr. 


NOTEBOOK 


le Miss coach David Cutcliffe 

enters his sixth season under 

a new contract believed to 
be worth $1.1 million per year with 
incentives that could increase its value 
another $700,000. 

Ole Miss went 10-3 in 2003, 
capped by a 31-28 Cotton Bowl vic- 
tory over Oklahoma State. The Rebels 
tied for the SEC Western Division title 
with eventual national co-champion 
LSU. Cutcliffe has posted a 40-22 
record in five seasons in Oxford. 

His new contract runs through Dec. 
31, 2007. 

* Ole Miss will break in a new spe- 
cial teams plan that has just about 
every assistant pitching in to help run 
the kicking and coverage units. Instead 
of hiring a new special teams coordina- 
tor after Ron Middleton left for the 
NFL, Cutcliffe decided to spread the 
wealth of duties. 

Cutcliffe has the task of overseeing 
the punt coverage unit. Newly hired 
defensive backs coach Jay Hopson is in 
charge of the punt return unit. Defen- 
sive ends coach Marion Hobby is han- 
dling kickoff coverage duties, and tight 
ends coach Matt Luke is responsible for 
the kickoff return unit. 

* Ole Miss and Mississippi State 
football fans will now have to digest the 
Egg Bowl with two-day old Thanksgiv- 
ing leftovers. After a six-year run as the 
only nationally televised college game 
on Thanksgiving night, the rivalry 
between the Rebels and Bulldogs will 
be moved to Saturday, Nov. 27. 

ESPN has decided instead to broad- 
cast the Backyard Brawl between Pitts- 
burgh and West Virginia on 
Thanksgiving night. A lack of suspense 
for a national audience in recent games 
may have factored into ESPN’s deci- 
sion. The network drops the Egg Bowl 
after two straight lopsided wins by Ole 
Miss, including a 31-0 victory last year. 
Four of the six Egg Bowls on ESPN 
resulted in games decided by more than 
10 points. 

¢ The Oct. 18 matchup with Ten- 
nessee in Oxford will mark the first 
time Cutcliffe has faced his former 
team. He spent 17 years in Knoxville 
as an offense assistant and coordinator 
before taking over at Ole Miss. 
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OLE MISS QUARTERBACK MICHEAL SPURLOCK 
FACES THE UNENVIABLE TASK OF FILLING THE 
SHOES OF ELI MANNING. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF OLE MISS MEDIA RELATIONS 


this fall with juniors Jayme Mitchell and 
McKinley Boykin and senior Daniel Booth 
playing alongside Robinson. The defensive 
line might also be the team’s deepest unit. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Senior place-kicker Jonathan Nichols 
might have been the team’s best player not 
named Eli. 

It was Nichols’ right leg that delivered 
the Rebels a 24-21 win at Vanderbilt, that 
kicked six field goals to keep them close 
against Texas Tech, that put the Arkansas 
game away, that was the difference in Ole 
Miss’ three-point Cotton Bowl win over 
Oklahoma State. Nichols had one bad night 
all season, which came in the high-stakes, 
end-of-the-year matchup with LSU with the 
SEC West title on the line. He missed two 
field goals in a 17-14 loss that sent the Tigers 
to Atlanta for the SEC Championship Game. 

By the end of the season, Nichols had 


Spurlock Fits Starting Role to a Tee 


a Manning, he won a champi- 
onship. 

It was seven years ago when Cut- 
cliffe, then offensive coordinator at 
Tennessee, watched Peyton Mannin 
become the top pick in the NFL dra 
after a record-setting career with the 
Vols. Tee Martin, a relative unknown 
and untested, yet mobile and athletic 
backup, took over that fall and 
guided Tennessee to the national 
championship. 

Cutcliffe, now heading into his sixth 
season at Mississippi, is hoping history 
of some sorts repeats itself. 

This time, it’s Eli Manning, Peyton’s 
kid brother, who has moved on to the 
NFL, and Micheal Spurlock set to take 
over the Rebels’ vaunted offense. 

“I guess you could say there are 
some similarities,” Cutcliffe said, 
“There’s always a huge challenge 
when you're replacing quarterbacks as 

reat as both Peyton and Eli have 
ee But like Tee, Micheal allows you 
to do some things you may not have 
been able to do in the past.” 

After spending three seasons as 
a backup, Spurlock, a 5-11, 200-pound 
redshirt junior, finally gets his chance to 
step into the spotlight. Spurlock said a 


T he last time David Cutcliffe lost 


we 


LE MISS TASTED 

BIG-TIME SUCCESS 

FOR THE FIRST TIME 
IN THREE DECADES LAST YEAR 


WHEN IT FINISHED 10-3 AND 
RANKED NO. 13 IN THE FINAL 
AP FOOTBALL POLL. 


drilled 25 of 29 field goals and all 49 of his 
extra-point attempts. He is Ole Miss’ career 
scoring leader with 264 points and has made 
94 consecutive PATs. 

Nichols could make a huge difference, 
particularly early in the season, when drives 
Stall as the offense tries to adjust to anew 
quarterback. The zone Nichols was in last 
season carried over into the spring. He made 


spring conversation with Manning 
helped put things in perspective. 

“He asked how workouts were 
going, and | said it was rough,” said 
Spurlock, who was Manning's room- 
mate last season on road trips. “I see 
now what he was going through. He 
told me not to worry about it and just 
go out and be a leader.” 

Cutcliffe has plans to tweak the 
offense to utilize the mobility of a quar- 
terback who once passed and ran for 
almost 600 yards in a high school 
playoff game. 

“We will run the system all along 
that we believe in,” Cutcliffe said. “But 
what we'll do is add little trinkets here 
and there that we think he can do well.” 

Spurlock led Ole Miss to touch- 
downs on all four drives he engineered 
last year. He also impressed teammates 
Sede last December when he 
ran the first-team offense during bowl 
practices while Manning was attending 
award ceremonies. 

“We'll look at him and say ‘Calm 
down, you're doing fine,’ ” said 
offensive guard Doug Buckles. “He 
understands that no one can replace 
Manning. Spurlock has to be his own 
guy, and | think he'll do an outstand- 
ing job.” 2 


six of his seven field goal attempts in three 
spring scrimmages, including a long of 56 
yards. 

With holder Cody Ridgeway and long- 
snapper Sidney McLaurin retuming, Nichols 
is confident he can put together another 
solid season. 

Ridgeway tured in the best season of 
his career last year by averaging 44.2 yards 
a punt. He dropped 18 punts inside the 20- 
yard line and had just one attempt blocked in 
13 games. 

The special teams unit also has back its 
top punt return men in Mike Espy and Bryan 
Brown, but must replace kick-off retum spe- 
cialist Ronald McClendon. McClendon 
ranked in the SEC’s top five in kick retum 
yards, with an average of 25.2 a pop. There 
is no shortage of speedy receivers and 
defensive backs who would be candidates to 
take over that role. 

— Michael Wallace 
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MISSISSIPPI STATE 


(gate? 


to put his stamp on the program. 

While others will be caught in the 
hoopla of Croom being the first African- 
American head football coach in SEC history, 
he’s just going about the task of restoring 
order — and, hopefully, winning — to a pro- 


|: took no time at all for Sylvester Croom 


gram that has sunk to the bottom of the SEC 
West. 

He needs all the talented players he can 
get, but he’s not going to take shortcuts, and 
he’s not going to make one player greater 
than the team. 

And so it was that in February, Croom 
dismissed tailback Nick Tumer, arguably the 
team’s most talented player. Tumer, who set 
a school record as a sophomore in 2003 with 
1,664 all-purpose yards, was let go for failing 
to meet Croom’s expectations in the class- 
room and in the team’s offseason condition- 
ing program. 


2003: 2-10 overall, 1-7 (6th, West) 

COACH: Syivester Croom — At Mississippi 
State and overall: Ist year 

RETURNING STARTERS: | 5; 7 offense, 
7 defense, punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: OB Omarr Con- 
ner, OB Kyle York, OT David Stewart, 

TB Jerious Norwood, NT Ronald Fields, 
LB Clarence McDougal, P Jared Cook 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Norwood has 
shown glimpses of greatness in the past 

two seasons and could blossom as 

a junior. Stewart should be solid at right 
tackle. There's some talent and depth on 
the defensive line. After shaking off the 
effects of a prolonged recovery from 

a serious knee injury, McDougal appears 
prepared for a productive season for his 
new coach in 2004. 
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Just 12 months earlier, upon receiving 
three years probation for possession and use 
of counterfeit $100 bills, Tumer had been 
immediately reinstated by former Bulldogs 
coach Jackie Sherrill. 

Under Croom, Tumer was done for good 
at MSU. 


A Croom with a View 


“I'd much rather that it would not have 
happened,” Croom said at the time. “This is 
a decision that has a profound effect on 
a young individual's life. It is not something 
I take lightly or something | wanted to do. 

“I'm going to try to be fair with every- 
body. And I’m going to be honest with 
them, and I’m not going to tell them what 
they want to hear. We will be consistent with 
discipline. The rules we set will apply to 
everybody.” 

For Croom, an All-American center at 
Alabama under Bear Bryant and an NFL 
assistant coach for the past 17 seasons, 
there's no other way to rebuild and establish 
a program. 

“There's no question when we get 


BULLDOGS 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: |f Conner wins 
the No. | OB job, he'll enter the season 


with little in the way of experience after 


spending last season at wide receiver. The | 


offensive line has been a trouble spot for 
the past three seasons and remains a 
question mark. The defensive staff spent 
the spring searching hard for consistency 
at linebacker and in the secondary. 
OVERVIEW: Croom’s arrival in December 
brought a breath of fresh air to a program 
that fell on hard times after the 2000 sea- 
son, finishing last in the SEC West in each 
of Jackie Sherrill’s final three seasons. 
While the new staff inherited some talent 
(albeit without much depth), it is starting 


from scratch in rebuilding the foundation. } 


Patience — and lots of it — figures to be 
the key word in Starkville for 2004. 


everybody thinking about and disciplining 
themselves for the little things, the big things 
will pretty much take care of themselves,” 
Croom said. “It’s the little things that will get 
you beat. | was taught that to have a chance 
to win, you have to keep from losing games 
(first).” 


Few teams have been more familiar with 
coming up on the short end of the score in 
the past three seasons than the Bulldogs, 
who have limped to an 8-27 mark since 
2001. The freefall helped expedite Sherrill’s 
decision not to retum for a 14th season in 
Starkville. 

It didn’t take long for Mississippi State's 
win-starved players to notice the effects of 
the regime change. 

“Coach Croom is going about trying to 
do things the right way,” junior free safety 
Darren Williams said. “Everybody's being 
treated equally. He’s brought discipline back 
to the team. A lot of it begins with the class- 
room. He wants everything cone the right 
way off the field because it carries over to on 
the field.” 

Few teams were more in need of a back- 
to-basics approach than Mississippi State, 
which was outscored 267-57 after Sherrill’s 
announcement at midseason. The six-game 
skid ensured the worst three-year stretch for 
the Bulldogs since the late 1960s. 

Even the positive notice surrounding 
Croom’s arrival was tempered by the 
announcement less than a week later of alle- 
gations of NCAA rectuiting violations for the 
second time under Sherrill’s tenure. The 
school was slated to appear before the 
NCAA's Committee on Infractions during the 
summer, with potential sanctions arriving 
near the start of the football season. 

Even with a significant number of retum- 
ing starters on offense and defense, Croom 
knows it’s not likely the program will tum 


JUNIOR KYLE YORK IS ONE OF THREE 
QUARTERBACKS WHO WILL BATTLE FOR 
THE STARTING JOB IN FALL PRACTICE. 
PHOTO BY ICON SPORTS 


63,195 


red DB Clerkdol 
Hassel No, 35 defensive back in Southeast Region... Three-year 
18 interceptions... As a senior, had 52 tackles and 10 interceptions... Had 53 tackles and three interceptions as 


a junior. 


Clarksdale 
 storter... Had 140 career tackles and 


BOBO, Mario DB ” a Woeere Soars 
Jackson Clarion-ledger team fo state championshi interception: 
senior... Runs 4.48 in the be yrldch He oo 


BROWN, Titus LB 63,215 Tuscaloosa, AL Hillcrest 
Ranked No. 0 foci Sox econ Prep. . Asa senior, had 90 tackles, vraag 10 quorter- 
back sacks... Had four quarterback fumbles caused and hwo fumbles recovered as a 
junior... car wep rest were 
eae Adam P/PK 63,175 Gulfport 

Coulee tities sien sar Ao pn re ia blo. Played quarter- 
back... tag esa yards per punt as a senior... Member of 
FARR, Jefey OL 6:3, 305 Pell City, AL 


Pell Ci 
ond No. 5 offensive line- 


rated No, 60 offensive lis Southeast «Ranked No. 24 
His tog et ive tackle and defensive 


Sr ace aati . Twortime All-State... Played offensive guard, 
foc 


GLANTON, De'Mon DB 6-1, 185 Allanta, GA Mays 
Honorable mention All-State... Te ee one nd den. As a senior, had more than 600 
yards receiving... Had six interceptions, .. Runs 4.4 in the 40-yard dash 


HENIG, Mike QB 60,175 Nonigarey iit Jefferson Davis 

Atiended EA Sports Elite 11. quarterback camp.. cree? F149 posses for 1339 yor and 14 touchy 
downs, with seven interceptions, as a senior.. ved yards passing, eight touchdowns and no interceptions 
in final five games... Runs 4.6 in the 40-yard da 


HERRERA, Dio 6-4, 310 FL Christa 
Herel raed No. 91 player in Florida... Captain pie County Al'Sorteam. 


HUMPHRIES, Keon WR 5-10, 165 AL Lanier 
Honorable mention All-State... Pye one season of II... Had more than 30 ions for 755 
yards and seven touchdowns... Member of baseball, basketball and track teams... Runs 4.3 in -yard dash. 


HUREN, Domiel LB 64,215 Amite, LA Southwest CC 
All-Region... Had five interceptions as a sophomore, ranking sixth in his district. 


JOHNSON, Demarcus RB 5-10, 190 College Park, GA Banneker 
ibe junior, had more than 1,000 yards rushing, averaging six yards per carry... Runs 4,6 in the 40-yard 


6-2, 215 Vicksbur Vicksburg 
she 10 cookie fnebacher nofonaly.« 


rated among Top 1 lees Ean mpalrco ingest Dal a Breit 
Qs a senior... ape 96 tackles en Cie ol and nine quarterback sacks... ae 


Name / Position Size HOMETOWN HicH Scxoo / Couece 
UTTLEJOHN, Anthony LB 63, 215 Jocksonville, FL Englewood 

Ranked among top 60 linebackers in Southeast Region by PrepStar... As a senior, had 110 tackles, four quar- 
terback sacks and four interceptions... Had 97 tackles, including 12 tackles for loss, seven quarterback sacks 
‘and two interceptions as a junior. 


LOWE, Jonathan WR 5:7, 165 Phenix City, AL Central 
Played running back in high school but is projected as wide receiver and kick refum specialist at State... Had 
1,802 all-purpose yards and scored 19 touchdowns as a senior. 


McCLELLAN, Kenny WR 5-10, 175 Tulsa, OK Booker T. Washington 
All-State quarterback... Also played comerback... As a senior, had 1,352 yards passing and 720 yards rush- 
ing. 


O'NEAL, Gabe LB 6-2, 215 Columbus Columbus 

Ranked No. 7 player in Mississippi by Rivals.com... SuperPrep rated No. 11 player in Mississippi... Jackson 
Clarion-Ledger Dandy Dozen... Had more than 100 tackles as a senior... Had more than 900 yards rushing... 
Asa junior, had 53 tackles and two interceptions. 


SPELLS, Corey DB 60, 185 Allanta, GA Noys 

Rivals.com rated No.38 comerback nationally... As a senior, hod 98 tackles, 20 passes broken up, five inter- 
ceptions, and nine fumbles recovered... Injured during junior season and did not play... Member of the track 
team... Runs 4.47 in the 40-yard dash. 


STRAUDER, Anthony DL 6-4, 285 Natchez Natchez 

Ranked No. 48 defensive lineman in Southeast Region by PrepSiar... SuperPrep rated No. 12 player in Missis- 
sippi... Three-year starter... Had 40 tackles and five quarterback sacks as a senior, despite missing five games 

ve boleniog 


TERRY, Rolond OL 67, 260 Meridian Lomar School 

PrepStar rated No. 60 offensive lineman in Southeast Region... Ranked No. 3 offensive lineman and No. 19 
player in Mississippi by SuperPrep... Played offensive tackle and defensive end... Four-year starter... Helped 
team fo state championship as a senior. 


THORNTON, Brandon RB 5-10, 185 Birmingham, AL Homewood 

Ranked No. 50 running back in Southeast Region by PrepStar... As a senior, had 1,951 yards rushing and 33 
touchdowns, averaging 7.8 yards per carry... Helped team to 12-2 record... All-State as a junior... Had 1,455 
yords rushing and 27 touchdowns... Helped team to state championship... Most Valuable Player in champi- 
onship game. 
WALKER, Rob TE 6-3, 270 


Ponchatoula, LA Southwest Mississippi CC 


Honorable mention All-South Division... Had 25 receptions as a sophomore. 


INDIVIDUAL STATS SCHEDULE 
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0 Ole Miss 3] Sacks: Kelly 4, Evans 3, 5 with 1 Nov. 25 at Ole Miss 
Tackles for loss: Kelly 12, Evans 8, Clark 6 | 
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around ovemight in the dog-eat-dog SEC. 

“Intellectually, I'm aware of that, but in 
my heart | expect it to happen now,” Croom 
said. “I've got to remind myself sometimes 
to be patient. We're still pouring the founda- 
tion right now.” 

With that goal to build a solid base 
comes an emphasis on the fundamentals, 

a focus that seemed to be lacking during 
MSU's slide following the program’s suc- 
cessful four-year run from 1997 to 2000. 

“We'll have tackling drills every day and 
fumbling drills every day,” Croom said, “but 
those things won't change five years from 
now. The fundamentals are very simple. 

“Practicing well doesn’t guarantee 
you're going to win, but you won't have any 
chance if you don’t do it.” 

For now, Croom admits the implications 
of his first game — at home against Tulane 
on Sept. 4 — might not hit him until shortly 
before kickoff. 

“I've never stood out there on the field 
in pre-game warm-ups and not gotten 
goosebumps,” Croom said. “I’m sure that 
will be even more so (in the opener). But I'll 
have so many things going through my 
mind for that final checklist, | won't even 
have time to think about it.” 


OFFENSE 

Mississippi State returns seven starters 
on offense, but the Bulldogs certainly don’t 
carry the aura of a veteran team. 

Nowhere might lack of experience be 
more evident than at quarterback, where 
sophomores Omarr Conner and Aries Nelson 
took most of the snaps during spring prac- 
tice. 

Kyle York, a junior who has appeared in 
17 games over the past two seasons, was 
severely limited while he rehabbed from 
surgery to repair rotator cuff and cartilage 


THE BEST anpD 
THE BRIGHTEST 


Most Valuable Player 


NT Ronald Fields 
Emerging Star 
TB Jerious Norwood 
Top Newcomer 
TE Rob Walker 


tears in his throwing shoulder. York is 
expected to be fully recovered for two-a- 
days in August, but his effectiveness and arm 
strength will remain a question until he 
proves himself in fall practice. 


Despite spending last fall at wide 
receiver — making 14 receptions to finish as 
Mississippi State’s sixth-leading pass catcher 
— Conner seemed to find his comfort zone 
in the complex West Coast offense quicker in 
the spring than Nelson, who attempted one 
pass as MSU's third-team quarterback in 
2003. Both quarterbacks have the mobility 
that Croom likes. 

“When you look at the successful quar- 
terbacks in the West Coast system — Mon- 
tana, Young, Favre, McNabb — they all share 
one characteristic,” Croom said. “They all can 
move around and make plays. 

“| think it’s truly a quarterback-friendly 
offense because there are a lot of responsibil- 
ities taken off of him and given to the line, 
backs and receivers. The quarterback has to 
handle the terminology, get the players lined 
up in the right positions and make good 
decisions in the passing game.” 

Despite Nick Tumer’s dismissal, the Bull- 
dogs appear to be in good hands at halfback 
with junior Jerious Norwood and senior Fred 
Reid. 

Norwood has bulked up since a produc- 
tive sophomore season, yet his elusiveness 
and speed don’t appear to have suffered 
from the 10 extra pounds. 

After averaging less than three carries 
a game last season, Reid’s workload figures 
to increase. He's a shifty runner with surpris- 
ing strength for his size (5-9, 184). In addi- 
tion, unsung fullback Darnell Jones returns for 
his senior season. 

The receiving corps will be led by seniors 
Ray Ray Bivines and McKinley Scott. Bivines 
had his junior season cut short by a serious 
hamstring injury, but is expected to be full 
speed by August. Junior Tee Milons dropped 
from the rotation in Week 2 after a costly 
fumble in the loss to Tulane, but like Bivines, 
he has the ability to tum a short pass into 
a significant gain. 

Hard-nosed senior tackle Davidl Stewart 
leads an offensive line that remains a work in 
progress despite having four starters return- 
ing. Junior guard Johnny Wadley lost 25 
pounds and caught the staff's eye in spring 
practice before being sidelined by an ankle 
injury. Junior Chris McNeil was the heir 
apparent at center before being suspended 
from the team by Croom. McNeil’s return 
figures to be key for a unit with little proven 
depth. 


DEFENSE 

The SEC statistics illustrate too well Mis- 
sissippi State's inability to stop anybody in 
2003. 

The Bulldogs ranked last in the league in 
scoring defense (39.2 points per game), total 


AFTER A YEAR AT SAFETY, KEVIN DOCKERY 
WILL ANCHOR THE BULLDOGS’ SECONDARY 
FROM HIS CORNERBACK SPOT. 


PHOTO BY ICON SPORTS 


defense (473.5 yards per game), rushing 
defense (190.2), passing defense (283.2) and 
sacks (13). 

And just as significant, if there were offi- 
cial categories for missed tackles, blown cov- 
erages and mental mistakes, MSU would 
have rated just as poorly — dead last. 

To fix the mess, Croom brought in 
Citaclel head coach Ellis Johnson, a former 
defensive coordinator at Clemson and 
Alabama. 

Perhaps nobody made a bigger impres- 
sion on Johnson than nose tackle Ronald 
Fields, who is likely to be the only senior on 
the first-team defense. Fields seldom drew 
notice in 25 career starts, but Johnson sug- 
gests Fields is on track for a productive final 
campaign. 

“Ronald has the size and strength to be 
an effective player in this league,” Johnson 
said. 

Fields will be surrounded by inexperi- 
ence up front. Sophomore end Deljuan 
Robinson and redshirt freshman tackle Corey 
Clark, both high-profile recruits, are expected 
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> ROSTER 

; : eldom is much fuss made about 
spring football honors, but that 
wasn’t the case in March after 

Alabama changed the Sylvester Croom 

Commitment to Excellence Award to the 

Bart Starr Commitment to Excellence 

Award. 

The decision — which was rescinded 
about two weeks later following a flurry 
of negative reaction — was made by 
Crimson Tide coach Mike Shula, who 
thought it was inappropriate for the team 
to have an award named after a head 
coach from another SEC school. 

Croom was an All-American center 
under Bear Bryant in 1974 and a finalist 
for the job that went to Shula in May 
2003 — seven months before Croom 
was hired by Mississippi State. 

Croom was disappointed that he 
learned of the initial change from a 
reporter at practice — and not directly 
from Alabama. But Croom said there are 
no hard feelings. Shula later called to 
apologize. 

“I talked with Mike and he explained 
his thought process on why the name of 
the award was changed.” Croom said. 

“He assured me that it was not per- 
sonal, that he meant no disrespect 
toward me. He was looking at it strictly 
from a recruiting standpoint. It was just a 
lack of communication between the two 
of us that probably could have been 
avoided. 

“T appreciate Mike and the university 
keeping my name on the award. It means 
a lot to me. It recognizes everything I 
tried to accomplish during my time at the 
University of Alabama.” 

e The coaching staff took a sink-or- 
swim approach to installing the West 
Coast offense that Croom took to 
Starkville from Green Bay. Although 
quarterbacks Omarr Conner and Aries 
Nelson predictably got off to a slow start, 
there was progress by the time spring 
practice ended. 
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OFFENSE 
QB Omarr Conner, So./Kyle York, Jr. Deljuan Robinson, So./Roosevelt Tate, So. 


HB Jerious Norwood, Jr.*/Fred Reid, Sr. Ronald Fields, Sr.*/Markell McKinley, So. 


FB Darnell Jones, Sr.*/Nick Signaigo, Sr. Corey Clark, RFr./Andrew Powell, So. 


“The simplest thing would have been 


FL Ray Ray Bivines, Sr.*/Tee Milons, Jr. Willie Evans, Jr.*/Michael Heard, So. = One ie a ae the aie ea i 
SE McKinley Scott, Sr./Antonio Hargro, Sr. Brad Horton, So./Rico Bennett, Jr. ey Woy venient tele at ee 


Mckin 3 se ” ‘ " 
TE Rob Walker, Jr./Blake Pettit, So. Marvin Byrdsong, Jr.*/Avery Hannibal, RFr. pet offensive coordinator Woody 
== McCorvey said. 


“Coach Croom’s philosophy was, 


Chris McNeil, Jr./Brian Anderson, So. Adrian Griffin, So./Quinton Culberson, So.” Let's give as much to them as we can. 
Will Rogers, Sr.* /Donovan Davis, So. Jeramie Johnson, So.*/Marcus Evans, Jr. Then we ll get a good idea what they can 
RT David Stewart, Sr.*/James Cochran, So. Darren Williams, Jr.*/Slovakia Griffith, Sr. and can't do.’ ... As spring went on, I 


PK Keith Andrews, So./Adam Carlson, Fr. Jared Cook, Sr.*/Adam Carlson, Fr. 5 thought we got a lot better.” 


ae x Richard Burch, Jr.*/James Redmond, So. 3 Clarence McDougal, Jr./Chris Swain, Sr. 
Johnny Wadley, Jr./Otis Riddley, So.” Kevin Dockery, Jr.*/Eric Fuller, Sr. 
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Going West (Coast) Suits Norwood Fine 


ississippi State junior halfback 
M Jerious Norwood didn’t know 

a whole lot about the West 
Coast offense before Bulldogs coach 
Sylvester Croom, offensive coordinator 
Woody McCorvey and the rest of Mis- 
sissippi State’s new staff began teach- 
ing the basics at spring practice. 

It didn’t take Norwood long to real- 
ize that this wasn’t just another nuts- 
and-bolts playbook. 

“It’s a whole lot different than last 
year,” Norwood said. “It’s a lot more 
like an NFL offense. You have to study 
it. You can’t just look at it once or twice 
and think you've got it. 

“But it gives the running back 
a chance to catch the ball coming out 
of the backfield and carry the ball, too. 
| think I'l fit into it fine.” 

Few players in maroon and white 
have the potential to expedite MSU's 
turnaround from three straight losin 
seasons any quicker than Nonwebee 
who was one of the most celebrated 
running backs in Mississippi prep foot- 
ball history during his career at Bran- 
don High School. 


to lock down jobs. Robinson made five starts 
last fall after sitting out the 2002 campaign 
following open-heart surgery. 

Junior Willie Evans, who makes up for 
his lack of size with quickness, returns at 
the rover end spot opposite Robinson. 
Evans ranked second on the team last fall 
with eight tackles for loss. 

Junior weakside linebacker Clarence 
McDougal ranked as one of the standouts 
of spring practice. Johnson likes McDou- 
gal’s enthusiasm and knack for being in 
the right place at the right time. 

The other two linebacker spots were 
shuffled during spring practice. Brad Hor- 
ton, a hard-nosed sophomore, was 
moved to the strong side, while junior 
Marvin Byrdsong was shifted to the mid- 
dle. Johnson is eager to see increased pro- 
duction from Byrdsong, a former Parade 
All-American. 

The secondary is seeking to rebound 
from a horrific 2003, when the Bulldogs 
ranked next-to-last nationally in pass effi- 
ciency defense. 

Junior Kevin Dockery, the unit's most 


Norwood rushed for more than 
600 yards in 2003 despite splitting 
time with Nick Turner. Although his 
role figures to expand following 
Turner’s offseason dismissal by Croom, 
Norwood got no satisfaction on his 
close friend’s departure. 

“I couldn’t do anything about it,” 
Norwood said. “We talk every day. 
| just hope for the best for Nick. 

“Coach has rules. That's just the 
way it is. With Coach Croom, if you do 
something you're not supposed to do, 
you'll get punished. It doesn’t really 
matter to me because I’m not the type 
of person who gets in trouble. I’ve just 
got to do what | need to do and work 
hard.” 

Norwood put in his share of offsea- 
son dedication in MSU's weight room, 
where he added 10 pounds, up to 203 
at the end of spring practice. Norwood 
said the extra muscle — nearly all in 
his upper body — didn’t affect his 
speed or his famously spindly legs. 

“I guess they won't ever get any 
bigger,” he said with a chuckle. O 


solid performer, has returned to comerback 
after a year at safety. Sophomores Adrian 
Griffin and Quinton Culberson are battling 
for the other corner spot, though the tal- 
ented Culberson, a former Parade All-Amer- 


T'S THE LITTLE 
THINGS THAT WILL 
GET YOU BEAT,” 


SAYS CROOM. “1 WAS TAUGHT 
THAT TO HAVE A CHANCE TO 
WIN, YOU HAVE TO KEEP FROM 
LOSING GAMES (FIRST).” 


ican, was less than 100 percent in spring as 
he recovered from a broken leg. 

Darren Williams is back at free safety, 
though Johnson would like to see more 
consistency from one of the team’s big-play 
performers. Sophomore Jeramie Johnson, 
who started six games last season, is slated 
to start at strong safety. 


JERIOUS NORWOOD WELCOMES THE 
CHALLENGE OF FITTING IN TO THE BULLDOGS’ 
NEW OFFENSIVE SCHEME. 

PHOTO BY ICON SPORTS 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Sophomore Keith Andrews demonstrated 
a powerful leg on kickoffs and improved accu- 
racy on field goals during the spring, and will 
be the replacement for Brent Smith, who was 
one of the few bright spots for the Bulldogs last 
season. 

Jared! Cook is poised for a solid senior sea- 
son at punter. MSU's retum game will miss 
Nick Tumer's explosiveness, but it was Fred 
Reid who scored on a 100-yard kickoff retum to 
spark the victory over Memphis last season. 
Reid and Ray Ray Bivines are expected to get 
looks as punt retumers. 

The most important task for first-year spe- 
cial teams coordinator Amos Jones is to shore 
up coverage units that were plagued by break- 
downs and sloppiness in the past few seasons 
— such as having 12 players on the field for 
Tulane's game-deciding field goal, and nine 
men on the field for punts against Memphis. 

“We're not going to be overcomplicated 
schematically, but I think we've got to be 
fundamentally sound,” Jones said. 

— Todd Kelly 
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& 


fter consecutive 5-7 seasons, fur- 
Ae exacerbated by season-end- 

ng losing streaks of five and four 
games, Lou Holtz and his South Carolina 
Gamecocks reached for the “reset” but- 


ton. 
The venerable coach hopes he found 


it after last year's season-ending 63-17 
loss at home to archrival Clemson, when 
he fired four assistant coaches and 
demoted son Skip from offensive coordi- 
nator to quarterbacks coach. 

A fifth assistant, wide receivers coach 
Charlie Williams, departed of his own accord. 

Now Lou Holtz has taken over the 
offense and former Cincinnati coach Rick 
Minter has been brought on board to run 
the defense, as the Gamecocks try to 
regain the form that saw them record 
back-to-back winning seasons and Out- 
back Bowl victories over Ohio State in 
2001 and 2002. 

Holtz duly notes the progress, but 
acknowledges there is a long way to go. 

“If we're trying to get to California, 
we're almost to Irmo,” Holtz quipped, 


2003: 5-7 overall; 2-6 SEC (4th, East) 
COACH: Lou Holtz — At South Carolina: 27- 
32, 5 years; overall: 243-127-7, 32 years 


_| RETURNING STARTERS: | 6; 9 offense, 


6 defense, punter 


|| PLAYERS TO WATCH: RB Demetris Sum- 


mers, WR Troy Williamson, OT Jabari Levey, 
DE Moe Thompson, LB Ricardo Hurley 
| PRIMARY STRENGTHS: South Car- 


olina’s defense should be vastly improved 
under new defensive coordinator Rick 
Minter, who already has made several 
moves that have strengthened the 4-3 
scheme, giving the Gamecocks more 
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naming a suburb of Columbia. 

At 66, Holtz hasn't lost his sense of 
humor or his competitive fire. During 
spring practice, Holtz broke a bone in his 
leg after a collision with Cory Boyd, then 
promptly helped the tailback to his feet 
and asked if he was OK. 


Holtz Goes Back to the Drawing Board 


Holtz spent the remainder of the 
spring hobbling about on his bum leg try- 
ing to piece together an offense that can 
help the Gamecocks put a few more 
points on the scoreboard. 

South Carolina ranked 82nd in the 
nation out of 117 teams in scoring, aver- 
aging 22.3 points a game. 

And even though the Gamecocks 
operated mainly out of the shotgun with 
four wide receivers and one running back, 
they could do no better than No. 81 in 
passing, averaging 193.7 yards a game. 

This year, the Gamecocks will be 
much more multiple, and will be in more 
two-back sets with the quarterback under 
center much of the time. 

“| like the way we're running out of 
the I, split back and basically the passing 
game,” said quarterback Dondrial Pinkins. 
“We're doing a lot more play-action and 


speed. The front seven is solid, and the 
secondary should be deeper, although 
the starting corners lack experience. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Depth on the 
offensive and defensive lines could be an 
issue. Even though the Gamecocks will be 
run-oriented this season, dramatic 
improvement is needed in the passing 
game to make Holtz’s offense work. 

OVERVIEW: After consecutive 5-7 seasons, 
the Gamecocks are ready for a few breaks 
to go their way. Holtz will have to prove 
he’s still capable of taking care of the 
coaching part of things. 


things like that. | think that’s going to 
open up the offense more.” 

The emphasis is decidedly on the run, 
with talented sophomore Demetris Sum- 
mers slated to be the featured tailback. Pink- 
ins, a fifth-year senior, remains the starter at 
quarterback, but he is being pushed hard by 


sophomore Syvelle Newton, who passed for 
277 yards and two touchdowns in the 
spring game, also rushing for 71 yards. 

If Pinkins isn’t productive, look for the 
Gamecocks to take a “quarterback by 
committee” approach. 

Redshirt freshman Blake Mitchell, con- 
sidered South Carolina's most gifted 
passer, might also factor into the mix. 

“We aren’t going to win with one quar- 
terback,” Holtz said. “We're going to go 
with the quarterback who has that spark and 
has an excitement and moves the team.” 

Holtz hasn’t spelled out exactly how 
the play calling is going to work, but look 
for Skip Holtz to remain heavily involved. 

“I understand Coach wants to be 
more involved in the offense,” Skip Holtz 
said. “I understand he wants to be more 
involved in play calling. | did it this way 
when I was at Notre Dame. He and | were 
on the headsets together. 

“He called a good portion of the 
plays, but he was very receptive and lis- 
tened a lot and | had a lot of feedback in 
plays. I can handle this situation I'm put in 
right now, and | feel very fortunate to 
have the opportunity to coach here and to 
have the opportunity to coach these guys 
I'm coaching right now.” 

The whole program is a work in 
progress, but as in the previous two sea- 
sons, the Gamecocks are not without their 
bowl chances. 

As least South Carolina is guaranteed 
not to finish 5-7 again. An 11-game 


TROY WILLIAMSON LED THE GAMECOCKS 
WITH 31 RECEPTIONS FOR 428 YARDS 
AND TWO TOUCHDOWNS IN 2003. 
PHOTO BY BRUCE SCHWARTZMAN 
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Hick ScHooL / COuEGE 


Name / Posmon 


ASHCRAFT, Albert B 63,190 Monroe, NC Monroe 
Rivals.com ranked No. 43 running back national and No. 17 player in North Corolina.... Rushed for 1,531 yards and 21 
touchdowns as a senior. 


BARBER, C. Rock Hill Northwestern 
Raed ty sy nN Seki Soh Ose Wyllie, All-State... Played wide receiver and 
Asa six interceptions. 


BURGESS, Jeremy 5, 265 
Rivals.com ranked No. 41 offensive national noted No TO pene i Sou Conca Prep Football Report... 
High Schoo ll No ei gd ny Carolina, id 


CAPERS, Doria 6-6, 275 Beaufort Thomas Heyward Academy 
Ried Rs eats kale sobcoohy oe No D plot Se Ceaty eres: Prop Fooba Report ronked 
No. 8 player in South Carolina... All-State... Had 77 tackles and four quarterback sacks as o junior, 


GILUS, John Paul | 6-6, 285 Greenville lade Hampton 
SuperPrep ranked No. 37 player in South Corolina.. “Phan Noth Sovh Al Sox gare. oye oe tcl 


HALL, Mar 6-5, 305 
Pekeon telat he 10 drab ts eakoncly ond Ne Peds Neh Corina. syed 17 defensive line- 
man nationally and No. peer oeagris 


HAMPTON, Chris B Memphis, TN Melrose 
Asa senior, Clin iki Me emer: ° Hod kur interceptions as a junior... Senior Class President, 


JOSEPH, Jonathan B 6-0, 190 Rock Hill Coffeyville CC 
College Football News ranked No. 31 junior college player nationally... fy eafinsial hsp Asa 
had 43 tackles, one ap amenyre ceed as ele Hod three interceptions for 62 yards and one touch: 


down... “Runs 4A inh &0-yord dosh 


KUNE, Tremel 8 Seabrook Battery Creek 
Pied fh he 2008 Shrine Bowl Helge for 1,156 yards and 10 touchdowns as a senior... Had 35 tackles 
and two interceptions... Ree Las ifedOpeaak 


Degsel player i Played ules ie had ds rushing... Had rds 
SuperPrep No. 5] in vera Asa junior, hed 1,202 ing... Had 900 
rushing and 111 touchdowns as a senior... - Threw shot put 55 feet B s 


UNDSEY, Dustin L 65, 2 Mobile, AL Davidson 
Woe ee gs sc cares ul ae Lana olin Vey Sind Mone Coen pt 
the Year... Had 162 tackles, eight quarterback sacks and two interceptions as junior. 


EY, Jordin 6-4, 228 Mobile, AL 
persed Che che fn or Ahora Delos lineman fe Yeor.. Silas er otabisia ee 
the Year... As a junior, had 153 tackles and six quarterback sacks. 


LYNCH, Kendrick B 5-9, 165 Spartanburg 

Ra Ne 2 ln rey Ne 15 ln Sd Grin ik High Shoo Spr Report roked 
No. 6 player in South Carolina... All-Stote defensive back.... Hod 21 receptions for 365 yords as a junior... Hod 1,530 

yords rushing ond 16 touchdowns, averaging 8.3 yards per cony. 


Name / Posimion 


MAINORD, Kevin L Cockers, TN Grundy County 
Rivals.com ranked No. {2 delesive ee cena ond No.9 in Tennessee... As a senior, had 121 tockles ond nine 
quorterback sacks... Had 1111 tackles, induding 21 tackles for lass, and 12 sacks as a junior. 


MEREDITH, Jamon L Simesonville 
rele lor nchCol. Played strongside defensive end... Nit eialecnes 
senior... Runs 4.8 in the 40-yard dash, 


6-2, 2. 
eens 
Spey at pln Cok. Ne. Ain dreboloes Played quorterback, wide 
eins ‘As a senior, had 630 yords passing and four touchdowms... Hod 680 yards 
erwidharpr sais begat yords per punt, 
6-5, 275 


Bamberg Bamberg: Eh 
pebpehea mig 45 deesive tcl nana. fd 17 plein Ssh Cle High Ses ot 
Report... Defensive Most Valuable Player of the Shrine Bow, 


Pel Ne ahs Souk Casto by alent, All-Stote wide receiver... Hod 138 career 


for 2,500 
As senior, had 57 receptions for 897 ‘and seven touchdowns... Had receptions for 
Fe a iieebboe cares bad 
SAMUELS, Brandon L 63, 232 Milford, VA Caroline 
Played inside linebacker. 


one No, 25 souk Covteo, soe ohh Mer hee 0 
49 assists, Ses 25 pn Shin od 22 recaptons for 25 xa 


SORENSON, Justin L 68,320 British Columbia, Canada Ballenos 
Team Most Valuable Player... Played offensive tackle. 
SPANOGIANS, Evan L 


lest Chester, OH 
Penschie mein Mice Oho Sone eete ya 


THOMPSON, James 1 6-4, 310 

LISA eid cacentiorn AM Arvin Roe No, 37 cave el sor Rivals.com... Footbal! 
rated No. 3 player in South Carolina... All-State... Four: yy ik, a eel 
percent on blocking assignments... As a senior, groded 8 Saokot on bling oat ake 


USHER, Trent B Pogelond Cenival 
Heh Se Sts pt Ssh Clo Fooball Career Award... All-State... Played in Shrine Bowl gome... Played 
quarterback and defensive back... Had 1,193 yards passing, completing 64 of 109 otempls, a3. senior. 


WINCHELL, Josh L Southaven, MS Southaven 
Rated No. +P erie guar econ ond No 10 athlete in Mississippi by Rivals.com... Prep Football 


ranked No. 
10 player in Mississippi... Graded of 88 percent on poss blocking assignments and 92 percent on run ing assign: 
ments as a junior. 
ne a ges 
ne leom Most receiver, 
aya return specialist... Runs 4.4 in the 40-yard dosh. 


MIDDLETON, Alonzo Orangeburg Orengeburg-Wilkinson | 
Rated No. Sion “sods Coch ety Heh School Soocs Ror All-State... layed in Shrine Bowl game... » Hod 32 


SCHEDULE 


— 


PASSING 
(5 7, 2 6) : NAME Art Comp Yaros Pct TD 
14. Lovisiana-Lafayette 7 Pinkins 322-162-2127 50.3 10 9 
== = === Swygert 21 W 6160 524 2 «1 
3] Virginia 7 
Z RUSHING 
7 at Georgia “ai No Yaros AvG 
i USAR an 10. Turman 132 164Gi AD 2!T 
=P. = = Summers 124 : 638 oy 54 3 
20 at Tennessee (OT) 23 Pinkins ye) fe 5 
7 5 ——— = Boyd 58 2232's AON I 3 
entuc 
4 ky ates RECEIVING 
7 LSU 33 NAME No YARDS AvG Lc TD 
a . : Williamson 31 428 138 99 2 
| 35 Vanderbilt 24 hae es Ee 
| 40  atOle Miss 43 Newton 220277126440 
i= : : Turner 18 207Le JUSe rer, 1 
6 at Arkansas 28 
22 Florida 24 Tackles: Garrison 101, Lawrence 99, Thompson 60 
ee 5 Interceptions: Garrison 2, Eiland 2, 5 with il = 
17 Clemson 63 Sacearcaaes Tenens Ssh 
Tackles for loss: Lawrence 9.5, Thompson 5, 3 with 4 


at Vanderbilt 
Georgia 
South Florida 
Troy State . 
at Alabama 
Obwis 
at Kentucky 
Tennessee 
“Arkansas 


at Florida 


at Clemson 
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schedule takes care of that. 

Gamecock fans have absolutely wor- 
shipped Holtz since his arrival five years 
ago. They even kept the faith when South 
Carolina was 0-11 in his first season, 
extending the Gamecocks’ losing streak at 
the time to a nation’s longest 21 games. 

The dramatic turnaround that pro- 
duced back-to-back winning seasons ele- 
vated Holtz to exalted status. His status 
is, however, showing some slippage after 
the events of the past two seasons ... yet, 
there is hope in Columbia that Holtz can 
reproduce the magic that has made him 
one of the most successful coaches in 
college football history. 

How much longer will Holtz coach? 
No one knows, but South Carolina is 
never more than one week away from 
a potential coaching change. 

The terms of Holtz’s contract dictate 
that either party can terminate the deal 
with one week’s notice. 

However, don't look for Holtz to go 
anywhere any time soon. 

“I'm excited about this football team,” 
Holtz said. “I’m looking forward to the 
season — more than ever.” 


OFFENSE 
During one of South Carolina's spring 
scrimmages, Demetris Summers took 
a handoff on a play designed to go off 
tackle, deftly angled outside and was met 
at the line of scrimmage for no gain. 
When Summers got to his feet, he 
found himself nose-to-nose with head coach 
Lou Holtz who issued a rather ster lecture. 


THE BEST AnD 
THE BRIGHTEST 


Most Valuable Player 


DE Moe Thompson 
Emerging Star 
RB Demetris Summers 
Top Newcomer 
CB Jonathan Joseph 


“I was emphasizing to him what the 
down and distance was,” Holtz said. “You 
have to know where the ball is and what the 
situation is and you have to take that all into 
calculation when you go to make your cut 
with the football. There’s a difference 
between second-and-7 on their 8, and sec- 
ond-and-14 on your 25. You've got to know 
what it is. | was just explaining to him.” 

Holtz has been doing a lot of explain- 


ing while taking a more hands-on 
approach with the offense. 

He says that has been the biggest 
adjustment for the players, not necessarily 
the new wrinkles in the offensive package. 

“They're adjusting to me,” Holtz said, 
“to my stubbornness. I’m just a stubborn 
person.” 

While that adjustment is an ongoing 
process, it seems to be one the Game- 
cocks are making. 

“We took some things out, put some 
things in,” said quarterback Dondrial Pink- 
ins, who completed 50.3 percent of his 
passes last season, with 10 touchdowns 
and nine interceptions. “We're just trying 
to do some things we're comfortable 
doing and that we feel like we can exe- 
cute well to win some games.” 

Most significantly, the Gamecocks are 
getting away from the four-wide receiver, 
one-back, shotgun formation of last year and 
running more “I” and split-back formations. 

They also are frequently lining up with 
the tailbacks as slot receivers, something 
they did two years ago when they had 
multi-purpose back Ryan Brewer. It's an 
attempt to play more to the Gamecocks’ 
strengths — a veteran offensive line and 
talented running backs. 

Holtz said the “I"probably gives the 
Gamecocks the best chance to take 
advantage of the talent of Summers, 
along with their other tailbacks — Gonzie 
Gray, Cory Boyd and Daccus Turman. 

“] think you play to a strength if you 
give them a little bit of running room,” 
Holtz said. “You have to give them some 
running room, regardless of what you're 
in. But when you can get them started 
downhill, yes, it’s better.” 


DEFENSE 

South Carolina will stick with the 4-3 
on defense this season under new defen- 
sive coordinator Rick Minter, but that 
doesn’t mean the Gamecocks aren't mak- 
ing major adjustments. 

“Any time you come in, you've got 
a whole new playbook,” Minter said. “It's 
all about terminology. It’s not necessarily 
about what, it’s what you call it, how you 
learn it, the systems employed. The learn- 
ing curve of our guys is still up there a lit- 
tle bit, but I've really been pleased overall 
with the ability to adapt and adjust.” 

Minter is the Gamecocks’ third defen- 
sive coordinator in the past three years. 

“Coach Minter brings a lot of excite- 
ment to the defensive side of the field,” 
said senior linebacker Rod Wilson. “A lot 
of stuff really doesn’t change that much, 


DEMETRIS SUMMERS FINISHED EIGHTH IN THE 
SEC IN RUSHING AS A FRESHMAN, WITH 638 
YARDS ON 124 CARRIES. 

PHOTO BY JAMIE SQUIRE/'GETTY IMAGES 


we're just trying to learn the new termi- 
nology and have fun with it.” 

Wilson is a prime example of how this 
year’s 4-3 will be different. Wilson was 
moved from safety to outside linebacker 
based on Minter’s desire to get more 
speed at the position. 

The additional speed has brought 
additional aggressiveness. The Game- 
cocks’ spring practices generally were 
considered the most physical and hard- 
hitting in Holtz’s tenure at South Carolina. 

Part of that has been a reflection of 
Minter’s approach to defense, which will 
feature more blitzing, more twists and 
more stunts. 

South Carolina's incoming recruiting 
class includes several players who can pro- 
vide immediate help up front, most notably 
6-5, 305-pound freshman Marque Hall. 

There is lots of room for improvement for 
the Gamecocks dlefensively. South Carolina’s 
defense, once the backbone of the team, 
slipped badly last season. The Gamecocks 
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Dondrial Pinkins, Sr.*/Syvelle Newton, So. 
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DEFENSE 
George Gause, Sr.*/Charles Silas, Jr. 


Demetris Summers, So.*/Daccus Turman, Jr.* 


Darrell Shropshire, Sr.*/Chris Tucker, Jr. 


Brandon Schweitzer, Jr./Jamie Peters, So. 
Troy Williamson, Jr.*/Michael Flint, Jr. 


Freddy Saint-Preux, Jr./; ‘Stanley Doughty, R.Fr. 
Moe Thompson, Jr.*/Jason Capers, Sr. 


Matthew Thomas, Sr.*/Noah Whiteside, So. 


Rod Wilson, Sr./De'Adrian Coley, Jr. 


Brian Brownlee, Sr./Andy Boyd, So. 


Marcus Lawrence, Sr.*/Orus Lambert, Jr. 


Jabari Levey, Jr.*/Woodly Telfort, Jr. 


Ricardo Hurley, Jr./Lance Laury, Jr.* 


Stephen Sene, So./Chris White, So. 


John Strickland, Sr.*/Fran Person, Jr. 


Jonathan Joseph, Jr./Tagiy Muhammad, Sr. 
Fred Bennett, So./Tremaine Tyler, Jr. 


Jonathan Alston, Sr.*/William Brown, Fr. 
Na'shan Goddard, Jr.*/Thomas Coleman, So. 


Ko Simpson, Fr./Andre Hemphill, Jr. 
Jermaine Harris, Sr./Jamacia Jackson, Sr.* 


Josh Brown, Jr.*/Charlie Carpenter, So. 
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Josh Brown, Jr./Joey Bowers, Sr.” 


aying he wants to change the 

“culture” of South Carolina 

football, coach Lou Holtz has 
initiated what he is calling the unity coun- 
cil, a group comprised of 15 players who 
will address team problems and handle 
disciplinary issues, while promoting unity. 

“We feel that the one thing that we 
absolutely have to do is change the cul- 
ture of football here,” Holtz said. “The 
culture of the way you act, the way you 
react, the way you do things, the way 
you think and the way you compete and 
the way you treat each other. 

“It’s just a whole culture thing. That 
has been my commitment since the end 
of the season. There’s a reason we've 
won one (conference) championship in 
our 110-year history. It’s all part of 
changing the culture.” 

Jonathan Alston, a senior offensive 
lineman, is a member of the unity coun- 
cil. 

“It’s all about that we want to 
become one and be on the same page,” 
Alston said. “Coach Holtz wants to hear 
from the players. He’s coming around 
the locker room more and spending time 
with us off the field. 

Holtz made another change in the 
off-season by relaxing his rules about hair 
length and facial hair. Sophomore quar- 
terback Syvelle Newton immediately took 
advantage of the change by regrowing 
the afro he sported in high school. 

“I took pride in my hair in high 
school and I’m glad coach Holtz has 
given us the opportunity to be our- 
selves,” Newton said. “I’m going back to 
my °70’s afro.” 

¢ Rod Wilson is playing his fifth posi- 
tion under his third defensive coordinator 
since going to South Carolina, but he’s 
OK with it. Wilson was signed as a quar- 
terback, moved to wide receiver, then to 
“spur” on defense in the old 3-3-5 
scheme, then to safety in the 4-3 
scheme, and now linebacker. 

“It’s like a mixture of spur and safety, 
but you may as well call this a linebacker 
position,” said Wilson, who has played 
for defensive coordinators Charlie 
Strong, Chris Cosh and now Rick Minter. 
“The only thing new about it is I’ve got 
to go in the box sometimes and take on 
some linemen. It’s fun. Any way I can 
help out the team is OK by me.” 


2004 


THE GAMECOCKS HOPE FOR BIG THINGS 
FROM QUARTERBACK DONDRIAL PINKINS IN 
2004. 


PHOTO BY BRUCE SCHWARTZMAN 


ranked eighth or lower in the SEC in nearly 
every key statistical category on defense. 

Minter inherits a solid base of talent, 
most notably at defensive end where 
junior Moe Thompson and senior George 
Gause give South Carolina one of the best 
tandems in the SEC. They each had five 
sacks last season. 

The Gamecocks started out strong on 
defense but tailed off as the season pro- 
gressed, mostly because of injuries at all 
three linebacker positions. When healthy, 
Marcus Lawrence and Ricardo Hurley are 
a dynamite pair. 

In the secondary, South Carolina could 
be improved — at least deeper — even 
though the Gamecocks don’t have a cor- 
ner with the talent of NFL first-round draft 
pick Dunta Robinson. Junior college trans- 
fer Jonathan Joseph made a strong spring 
pitch for one of the starting corner jobs. 

“The surprises have been the younger 
guys — the guys newest to the program,” 
Minter said. “We've gone from being an 
old secondary to kind of a new secondary 
this year. We're still a work in progress.” 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Ready to Shock the Conference 


s prediictions go, it doesn’t quite 

rate with Joe Namath promising 

a New York Jets’ victory in 
Super Bowl Ill, but the words of South 
Carolina coach Lou Holtz sound 
awtully bold when he talks about quar- 
terback Dondrial Pinkins. 

“Dondrial is going to shock the 
conference,” Holtz said. “That's my 
prediction. He’s going to be an entirely 
different ionehook That's my feel- 
ing. | think he can be pretty good.” 

Pinkins, a fifth-year senior from 
Camilla, Ga., will have to be a differ- 
ent quarterback if the Gamecocks are 
going to win this fall. 

He had the lowest completion per- 
centage (50.3) among quarterbacks in 
the SEC, as well as the worst passing 
efficiency rating (110.46) last season. 
He also threw the fewest touchdown 
passes (10) of any starting quarterback. 

With a well-muscled 245 pounds 
distributed over his 6-2 frame, he is a 
physical specimen unrivaled in the SEC, 
unless it’s at linebacker. 

Holtz values toughness in his quar- 
terbacks, and Pinkins is a load when he 
runs the football. 


’M EXCITED 
ABOUT THIS 
~ FOOTBALL TEAM,” 


HOLTZ SAID. “I’M LOOK- 
ING FORWARD TO THE 
SEASON — MORE THAN 
EVER.” 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

South Carolina finds itself in a bit of 
a quandary in the kicking game. 

Junior Josh Brown can handle the 
punting. He also can handle the kicking. 
Problem is, the coaches would prefer he 
not do both. Brown averaged 40.5 yards 
per punt a year ago, and also served as 
senior kicker Daniel Weaver's backup. 
Brown got one opportunity on an extra 
point and made it. 


He also has matured and devel- 
oped as a leader and a team 
spokesman, roles he was not always 
comfortable with last season. 

Even though sophomore quarter- 
back Syelle Newton came on strong at 
the close of spring practice and will 
push for playing time, Holtz said Pink- 
ins remains the starter. 

Pinkins knows he'll have to fend off 
a challenge from Newton, who played 
at wide receiver last season. 

“| feel like the job is mine to lose,” 
said Pinkins, “but | guess we'll have to 
wait and see what hepcant in the fall.” 

All of the blame for South Car- 
olina’s offensive woes last season can’t 
be laid at Pinkins’ feet. His receivers 
had an inordinately high number of 
dropped passes ... although even the 
blame for that often winds back around 
to Pinkins in the view of many. 

Pinkins doesn’t grip the laces when 
he throws the football, and at least 
a couple receivers said it makes his 
passes a shade more difficult to catch. 

One of the receivers who made note 
of that difficulty is Newton — now his 
main competition at quarterback. 


However, in practice Brown's kicking 
hasn't matched up well with his punting. 
Brown missed a 31-yard field goal in 
South Carolina’s spring game and had 
another field goal blocked. Ideally, the 
Gamecocks would like to leave the punt- 
ing to Brown and find someone else to 
handle field goals and extra points. 

Possibilities include sophomores 
Stephen Stellfox and Charlie Carpenter, 
although look for the Gamecocks to be 
auditioning kickers right up to the season- 
opener against Vanderbilt. 

Joey Bowers will once again handle 
kickoff duties and also serve as the short- 
range punter. Bowers uses a rugby style, 
punt-on-the-run approach that produces 
low line drives that are crude but effective. 
Last season, 11 of his 21 punts were 
downed inside the opponents’ 20-yard line. 

In the return game, South Carolina 
hopes to have a game breaker with 
sophomore wide receiver Noah Whiteside 
featured prominently on both punt and 
kickoff returns. 

— Charlie Bennett 
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T 


ennessee compiled an impressive 
T list of accomplishments last season. 
The Vols tied for first in the SEC 
East, won at Florida and at Miami, and 
were ranked No. 6 after the regular sea- 
son. 


And then most of that good was 


undone by a 27-14 loss to Clemson in the 
Peach Bowl. 

Let’s just say that a portion of the Vol 
faithful is restless. Tennessee hasn’t won 
an SEC championship since 1998 and has- 
n't even reached the conference title 
game since 2001. 

To advance to the Georgia Dome this 
season, coach Phillip Fulmer must first find 
a quarterback, then find a way to hold 
serve at home. 

The quarterback debate is expected to 
carry over into the season. C.J. Leak, 

a sixth-year senior who is the older 
brother of Floricia’s Chris Leak, ended the 
spring as the No. 1 quarterback. But he 
struggles against complex defenses. 

Rick Clausen, a junior who transferred 
from LSU and is the younger brother of 
former Tennessee quarterback Casey 


2003: | 0-3 overall, 6-2 SEC (T-Ist, East) 
COACH: Phillip Fulmer — At Tennessee and 
overall: 113-28, 12 years 
RETURNING STARTERS: | |: 5 offense, 
4 defense, punter, kicker 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: RB Cedric Hous- 
ton, OT Michael Munoz, LB Kevin Burnett, 
LB Kevin Simon, DE Parys Haralson, 
P Dustin Colquitt 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Talent and 
depth at receiver. Solid offensive line. 
Potential punch from a deep backfield, 
led by RB Cedric Houston. The linebackers 
are talented, deep and experienced. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The Vols will 


OVERVIEW: Tennessee should be improved 


TENNESSEE 


VOLUNTEERS 


Clausen, makes good, quick reads, but 
doesn’t have Leak’s arm or mobility. 
Fulmer said Leak made “unbelievable” 
progress from last fall to the spring. 
“He went from where he was almost 
nonfunctional at times to really clicking 
the first nine days of spring practice,” 


Open-ended Question at Quarterback 


Fulmer said. 

While Leak started strong in the 
spring, he tailed off as the defenses 
became more varied. 

“He got a little more hesitant and was 
not as decisive,” said Randy Sanders, Ten- 
nessee’s offensive coordinator. “But C.J. has 
anice arm, he’s strong (415-pound bench 
press), he has good size and he’s mobile. 

“Rick is a fast thinker on the field. He 
sees things well, He throws the ball well 
on the run. He’s not a bad athlete.” 

In scrimmages before the spring 
game, Leak was sacked 18 times, called 
six timeouts and scrambled eight or nine 
times. In about an equal number of reps, 
Clausen was sacked six times, called one 
timeout and never scrambled. 

In short, Leak gives UT more big-play 
ability, but he can get you beat. Clausen is 
less likely to get you beat, but he won't 
make many big plays. 


VOLUNTEERS 


start an inexperienced OB, perhaps even 
a true freshman. Running backs must 
break tackles and run with vision. Three 
new starters in the secondary is never 

a comforting thought. 


at offensive line, receiver and running back, 
and the Vols just need steady production 
from the quarterback position to make it all 
work. With most of the key games in 
Knoxville (all but Georgia), the home fans 
will be looking for something beyond 
another Peach Bow! appearance. 


Most everything else on offense — 
the receivers, the line and the running 
backs — appears pretty well set. 

That begs the question: Does Ten- 
nessee need a caretaker or playmaker at 
quarterback? 

“| just want us to be efficient,” Fulmer 


said. “When I say efficient, it’s using the 
system to allow playmakers to make plays. 

“Now, the quarterbacks are going to 
have to make plays, whether it’s with 
their arm or their mind. There have been 
national championships and Super Bowls 
won without the most talented player 
being a quarterback.” 

Tennessee has scaled its offense back 
to the point where it would take a quar- 
terback less than eight to 10 weeks to 
learn the system, Sanders said. That opens 
the door for true freshmen Erik Ainge and 
Brent Schaeffer to win the job in late Sep- 
tember or early October. 

Sanders said he isn’t sure how he'll 
split practice reps when the freshmen 
arrive in August. 

“You can’t give four quarterbacks reps 
and get them ready to play,” Sanders 
said. “Whoever the quarterback is will be 
anew starter and he needs to get as 
many reps as he can.” 

This marks the fifth time since 1989 
that the Vols enter a season with an 
unproven quarterback. Twice, the Vols fin- 
ished in the top five. 

+ In 1989, with Sterling Henton, then 
Andy Kelly, the Vols went 11-1 and fin- 
ished No. 5. 

+ In 1992, they went 9-3 with Heath 
Shuler at the controls. 

+ In 1994, Peyton Manning took 
over at midseason as UT went 8-4 after 
a 1-3 start. 

+ In 1998, the Vols were undefeated 


LINEBACKER KEVIN BURNETT APPEARS FULLY 
RECOVERED FROM A 2002 KNEE INJURY THAT 
LIMITED HIM AT TIMES LAST SEASON. 
PHOTO BY BRUCE SCHWARTZMAN 
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and won a national title behind Tee Martin. 

+ In 2000, with Casey Clausen, Ten- 
nessee was 8-4 again. 

“This is not the most desperate situa- 
tion I've seen at quarterback,” Fulmer 
said. 

Perhaps not, but this season will be 
a major disappointment if the Vols don’t 
regain home-field advantage. Last year, 
Tennessee played just one home game 
against an SEC team with a winning 
record ... and lost 41-14 to Georgia. 

In 2002, the Vols lost at home to 
Florida, Alabama and Miami by an aver- 
age of 20 points. 

This year's home schedule includes 
Florida, Auburn, Alabama, and Notre 
Dame. 

“So much of what happens will come 
from the attitude of the team and how 
they bond,” Fulmer said. “We have the 
potential to be a good football team.” 


OFFENSE 

Tennessee hasn't averaged more than 
155 yards rushing in a season since 1999, 
By contrast, UT averaged more than 200 
rushing yards from 1989 to 1994. Since 
"94, the only season in which the Vols have 
averaged 200 rushing yards was 1998 — 
the year of the national championship. 

A strong running game would take 
heat off the first-year starting quarterback. 

Much of the blame for the run-game 
deficiency the past two years has fallen on 
the running backs. 


THE BEST Anp 
THE BRIGHTEST 


Most Valuable Player 


LB Kevin Burnett 
Emerging Star 
WR Robert Meachem 
Top Newcomer 
OT Albert Toeaina 


Cedric Houston takes offense, saying, 
“We get a bad rap. | think we've got too 
many guys sharing the ball.” 

Last season, Houston had 149 carries, 
Jabari Davis 124 and Gerald Riggs 46. 

“I’m pretty sure if Jabari or Gerald or 
me got the bulk of the reps, any of us 
would get 1,000 yards,” Houston said. 

And that’s just what Fulmer plans to 
do, rejecting the tailback-by-committee 
approach. 

“We tried that last year,” Fulmer said, 


MICHAEL MUNOZ LEADS A TALENTED 
TENNESSEE OFFENSIVE LINE. 
PHOTO BY BRUCE SCHWARTZMAN 


“and it didn't work.” 

Houston is the first Tennessee back 
since Jay Graham (1995-96) to lead the 
team in rushing for two straight seasons. 
He could become the first Vol to three- 
peat since Curt Watson (1969-71). 

Houston has rushed for more than 


700 yards in each of the past two seasons. 


He has 1,629 career yards, averaging 5.1 
a carry. Yet, he has been inconsistent. 

Last year, Houston rushed for 321 
yards in UT's first two games, then gained 
only 423 over the next 11. 

Fulmer suggests that Houston could 
be ready for a breakout season, noting 
that Houston could become UT’s career 
rushing leader. That would mean a 1,450- 
yard season. 

Davis rushed for 565 yards last season 
and a team-leading eight touchdowns. 

Riggs is considered the most talented 
of the group, but he’s had off-field issues 
and hasn't managed to stay healthy. He 
missed the last two weeks of spring with 
an ankle injury. 

The offensive line could be special. 
Preseason All-SEC player Michael Munoz 


is at left tackle, with junior college transfer 
Albert Toeaina at right tackle. Toeaina has 
already been dubbed “The Freak.” Even at 
6-6, 365-pounds, he was a better pass 
blocker than run blocker in the spring. 

Guard Rob Smith was named most- 
improved offensive player, getting more 
practice reps as projected starter Arron 
Sears underwent foot surgery. Cody Dou- 
glas will be the other guard. Jason Respert 
has found a home at center, where there 
shouldn't be a big drop off despite the 
loss of All-SEC player Scott Wells. 

The Vols are loaded at receiver, even 
though much of the talent is young and 
unproven. Last year’s leading receiver, 
James Banks (42 catches), was suspended 
for most of spring practice for violating 
team rules, leaving his future with the 
team in doubt. 

Still, the Vols have plenty of weapons. 
Robert Meachem is a star in waiting. Chris 
Hannon, who had seven touchdowns 
among his 21 receptions last season, was 
offensive MVP of the spring game. Jayson 
Swain and C.J. Fayton were among the 
team’s most improved offensive players in 
the spring. Tony Brown has 63 catches 
over the past two years. Converted tail- 
back Derrick Tinsley is dangerous in the 
open field. 

There's not a Smurf in the bunch. And 
Victor McClure is one of the SEC’s best 
blocking tight ends. 


DEFENSE 

John Chavis continues to produce. 

Last year, in his ninth season as 
defensive coordinator, the Vols ranked in 
the top 20 in scoring defense (18.4 points 
per game) and pass defense (186.1 yards 
per game). 

The run defense was uncharacteristi- 
cally vulnerable, but that was because the 
Vols lost their entire front four for a sec- 
ond straight season. While UT returns just 
one defensive line starter this year, the 
front four should be improved. 

The linebackers rank with the best in 
the SEC, but Tennessee entered the spring 
trying to shore up a secondary that lost 
a four-year starter, a three-year starter and 
a two-year starter. 

Gone are Rashad Baker, Jabari Greer 
and Gibril Wilson. That’s a combined 98 
career starts. Worse, the Vols lost pro- 
jected starter Antwan Stewart to a torn 
ACL. Stewart is expected to miss at least 
the first couple of months of the season. 

The team found hope, but not 
answers in the spring. 

Cornerback Jonathan Wade, a con- 
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C.J. Leak, Sr./Rick Clausen, Jr. 


Jason Hall, Jr./Karlton Neal, Sr. 


RB Cedric Houston, Sr.*/Gerald Riggs, Jr. 


FB Cory Anderson, So./Robert Williams Jr. 


Justin Harrell, So./Tony McDaniel, So. 


"Jesse Mahelona, Jr./Greg Jones, Jr. 


James Banks, Jr./Chris Hannon, Jr. 


Parys Haralson, Jr.*/Turk McBride, So. 


Tony Brown, Sr.*/CJ. Fayton, Jr. 
TE Victor McClure, Sr.*/Brad Cottam, Fr. 


LT Michael Munoz, Sr.*/Steven Jones, Fr. 


Kevin Burnett, Sr.*/ Daniel Brooks, So. 


Kevin Simon, Jr.*/Jon Poe, Jr. 


Jason Mitchell, Jr./Omar Gaither, Jr. 


IG Rob Smith, So./Arron Sears, So. 


C Jason Respert, Sr./Richie Gandy, Jr. 


Jason Allen, Jr.*/Roshaun Fellows, Fr. 


Jonathan Wade, So./Antonio Gaines, Fr. 


RG Cody Douglas, Jr.*/David Ligon, So. 


Corey Campbell, So./Ben Greene, Fr. 


RT — Albert Toeaina, Jr./ Eric Young, Fr, 


Brandon Johnson, Jr./Jarod Parrish, So. 


James Wilhoit, So.*/Ryan Fusco, Jr. 


Dustin Colquitt, Sr.*/John Henderson, Sr. 


NOTEBOOK 


he Vols were limited offensively 

during the spring as William 

Revill, a projected starter at full- 
back, quit the team, and backup tight ends 
Brad Cottam and Jake Finlayson (mono) 
missed all but a week of work. 

Defensive tackle Cory Anderson 
moved to fullback and did well, but he’s 
still learning the position. Anderson, a for- 
mer walk-on, is backed up by a walk-on. 

¢ David Yancey, a sophomore walk-on 
tailback from Norfolk, Va., was a big hit 
during the spring, leading the team in 
rushing in more than one scrimmage. 

At 5-8 and 185 pounds, Yancey finds 
holes, has a quick burst and runs with sur- 
prising power. He reminds UT fans of for- 
mer Vol star Travis Stephens. 

Yancey moved up to No. 2 on the 
depth chart during the spring, motivating 
Jabari Davis, who rushed for a team-best 
83 yards on 15 carries in the Orange and 
White game. Yancey had 78 yards on 14 
carries, with a 15-yard TD run. 

Coach Phillip Fulmer said he’d like to 
give Yancey a scholarship if one comes 
open. 

e Another walk-on who caught some 
attention was Ben Greene, a freshman 
from Jonesboro, Ga. He is listed No. 2 
at free safety, behind Corey Campbell. 
Greene had three kick returns for 127 
yards in the spring game. 

e Starting defensive tackle Justin Har- 
rell, who has battled injuries throughout 
his UT career, suffered a sprained medial 
collateral knee ligament with 3:48 left in 
the spring game. He should be fine for 
this fall. 

¢ Massive OT Albert Toeaina didn’t 
allow a sack during the spring, but he 
needs to improve his run blocking. Offen- 
sive coordinator Randy Sanders said 
Toeaina has been so used to dominating 
defensive linemen with his size and 
strength that he doesn’t have good tech- 
nique. Fulmer said Toeaina needed to 
hang around this summer with Michael 
Munoz, perhaps the SEC's best line tech- 
nician. 

¢ Center Chuck Prugh, who hopes to 
compete for a starting job, didn’t practice 
in the spring. He had a life-threatening ill- 
ness last fall and was granted a sixth-year 
of eligibility. But he didn’t regain enough 
strength to practice and likely will not be 
100 percent this fall. 
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Memory of Family Motivates Houston 


edric Houston had trouble focus- 
ing on offseason workouts last 
summer. He had trouble focus- 
ing during practice. He had trouble 
cusing during games. 

Who auld blame him? 

During a three-week period in the 
summer of 2003, Houston lost 
a grandmother (Edith Amos) to dia- 
betes, an aunt (Thelma Amos) to dia- 
betes, and his father (Leonard Amos) 
to lung cancer. 

“| didn’t want to answer the 
phone,” Houston said. “I was getting 
bad news week after week after week. 

“It all just hit me at once. | didn’t 
know where to go, where to turn. | was 
frustrated.” 

Houston wrote the initials of his 
deceased relatives on his wristbands 
for each game last season. 

“| knew they were watching,” he 
said 

He'll be trying to make them proud 
this season. 

Houston rushed for 321 yards in 
Tennessee’s first wo games last season, 
then slumped, gaining just 423 yards in 
the final 11. An injury caused him to 
miss one game and Frnited him in others. 


verted receiver, is talented, but he missed 
most of spring to run track. Chavis said 
Wade could be one of the nation’s best 
cover comers. Jason Allen, the only 
returning starter in the secondary, has All- 
SEC potential. At 6-2 and 200 pounds, 
he's the big, physical corner who can shut 
down large receivers. Roshaun Fellows 
will battle Wade at one corner. 

Corey Campbell will start at free 
safety. Brandon Johnson and Jarod Parrish 
will battle for the strong safety spot. 

At linebacker, Kevin Simon is moving 
from outside, where he had a team-high 
115 tackles, to the middle. Kevin Burnett, 
slowed last season after having a torn ACL 
in 2002, was dynamite during the spring. 
The other linebacker will be Jason Mitchell 
or Omar Gaither. 

Tennessee ranked No. 6 in the SEC at 
stopping the run last year, giving up 138 
rushing yards per game. That's a pull- 
your-hair-out statistic for Chavis. 

The run defense should be much bet- 


“| was thinking about them more 
than | was football,” Houston said. 
“We could be on the field ready to run 
a play and | was thinking about them.” 


Houston said things will be different 


in his senior season. 

“I've wanted to be a 1,000-yard 
rusher,” said Houston, who has yet to 
surpass 800 in a season. “I think I'll do 
it this fall.” 

Houston, one of the top-rated high 
school backs in 2000, has not quite 
lived up to his billing. Yet, he still has 
some impressive numbers, ranking 


20th on Tennessee’s all-time rushing list 


with 1,629 yards. 

“I've done all right at times,” he 
said, “but | don’t think I’ve had the 
year | know | can have and the 
coaches know | can have.” 

Houston said splitting time with 
Jabari Davis and Gerald Riggs has 
affected his production. 

“I'm the kind of running back that 
gets better with more repetitions,” said 
Houston, who had four consecutive 
100-yard games as a sophomore. “I’m 
pretty sure if | were the starter and got 
the bulk of the reps, I’d gain 1,000 
yards.” 


ter. Junior college transfer Jesse Mahelona 
won a starting job at tackle during the 
spring. Justin Harrell is a talent. Walk-on 
Matt McGlothlin and Greg Jones have 
starting experience. Tony McDaniel has 


potential. They are all around 300 pounds. 


At end, Parys Haralson tied with 


EFFICIENT,” FULMER 

* SAID. “WHEN I SAY 
EFFICIENT, IT’S USING THE SYS- 
TEM TO ALLOW PLAYMAKERS 


66 | 
| JUST WANT US TO BE 


TO MAKE PLAYS.” 


Simon for the team-lead in sacks at 4.5. 
Karlton Neal (three starts last year), Jason 
Hall, and Turk McBride (voted the most 
improved defensive player in the spring) 


CEDRIC HOUSTON HAS PLAYED WITH PAIN 
ON AND OFF THE FOOTBALL FIELD, 
PHOTO BY ICON SPORTS 


are potential starters. 

A key for Tennessee will be applying 
more pressure on the quarterback. Each of 
the past two seasons, UT's sack total has 
been less than 30. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Punter Dustin Colquitt has been a 
two-time Ray Guy Award finalist as the 
nation’s outstanding punter. He averaged 
45.3 yards as a junior, 41.8 as a sopho- 
more. His career average of 43.1 yards 
leaves him between cousin Jimmy 
Colquitt (43.9) and father Craig Colquitt 
(42.5) on UT's career punting list. 

Kicker James Wilhoit was a freshman 
All-American. He made 17 of 24 field 
goals, including 12 of his last 14. 

Corey Larkins averaged 20.4 yards on 
kick returns and Gerald Riggs 20.8 on 14 
fewer attempts. The Vols must find a new 
punt returner after losing Mark Jones 
(15.1) and Rashad Baker (11.1). 

— Jimmy Hyams 


2004 


LINDY’s FOOTBALL ANNUALS 171 


obby Johnson has been all for a one- 
[PBscoaretin rebuilding approach. 
But the Commodores’ coach is 
ready for his players to start taking bigger 
steps. Or quicker ones, anyway. 
In 2003, between his first and second 
seasons at Vanderbilt, Johnson stressed the 


strength program. Keeping a close watch 
on his players’ size, their weightlifting and 
their sheer toughness, he is convinced that 
hefty improvement has been made and his 
team is not as easily pushed around. 

Now, comes Phase II. 

“We've gotten a lot stronger and 
(strength and conditioning) coach John 
Sisk has done a good job building them 
up,” Johnson said. “Now we want them 
to get faster.” 

Indeed ... things could be just about 
ready to really take off at Vanderbilt. 

Sure, the team won only two games 
last season, but the Commodores were 
able to compete with teams that, not so 
long ago, seemed in a whole different 
stratosphere. And when Vandy knocked 
off Kentucky 28-17 late in the season, it 
ended a 23-game SEC losing streak, shed- 
ding an albatross and (possibly) hinting of 
good things to come in 2004. 

Consider these two factors: 

‘ With 21 returning starters, the lineup 
is among the most experienced in the 
country. 

* The schedule is not as daunting as 
many the Commodores have tackled. 

Those things should mean an improve- 
ment in the win column. It’s a long way up 
to the league's elite, but climbing out of the 
cellar is the way to start. 

Division I-AA Eastern Kentucky, Rut- 
gers and Navy provide the non-confer- 
ence competition this season. The 
Midshipmen are a bowl team from last 


2002 SEC FRESHMAN OF THE YEAR KWANE 
DOSTER STRUGGLED FOR MUCH OF LAST 
SEASON, BUT IS STILL A FACTOR FOR VANDY. 
PHOTO BY ICON SPORTS 
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VANDERBILT 


year and the Scarlet Knights are improv- 
ing, but both of those games still fall into 
the “winnable” category. 

In league play, there are trips to 
rebuilding Ole Miss and Kentucky, along 
with a home game against Mississippi 
State. Nothing is easy in the SEC, but it all 


has some fans believing Vanderbilt is on 
the verge of breaking its 21-year drought 
without a bowl game. 

Johnson has been careful since his 
arrival in December of 2001 not to build 
false hope, but will say the gap between 
the Commodores and the upper-echelon 
of the SEC has narrowed over the past 
couple of seasons. 

“Everybody had a pretty big head 
start on us,” Johnson said. “That’s been 
a tough job, but I think our recruiting has 
gotten better. We competed against 
some very good teams to get some of the 
recruits we signed this year. 

“The other people in our league have 
been recruiting that way for a long, long 
time so it may take a while to catch up. 
Until we do, we've got to find out what 
we do best and rely on excellent players 


2002: 2-10 overall, 1-7 SEC (T-5th, East) 
©SO.A0M: Bobby Johnson — At Vanderbilt: 
4-20, 2 years; overall: 64-56, 9 years 
RETURNING STARTERS: 21; 
10 offense, 11 defense 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: 08 Jay Cutler, 
OT Justin Geisinger, RB Norval McKenzie, 
RB Kwane Doster, DE Jovan Haye, 
LB Moses Osemwegie, CB Dominique 
Morris, FS Kelechi Ohanaja, SS Andrew 
Pace 


PRIMARY SYSENGTHS: Vanderbilt has 


defenses off balance. Jay Cutler only 
needs minimal protection because he is 
mobile enough to elude any rush, but he 


a balanced attack that can keep opposing 


like Jovan Haye on defense and Jay Cutler 
on offense.” 

Cutler’s emergence at quarterback has 
provided more hope for the Commodores 
than any player's development over the 
past decade. He not only is a versatile, tal- 
ented player, he fits snugly into the offense 


like the final piece to a jigsaw puzzle. 

He is coming off one of the most pro- 
lific seasons ever for a Vanderbilt quarter- 
back, throwing for 2,347 yards and 18 
touchdowns as a sophomore. Cutler con- 
centrated on his passing last year, yet fin- 
ished as the Commodores’ third-leading 
rusher with 299 yards on 115 carries. 

“It’s hard to even compare how far 
our offense came last year,” Cutler said. 
“Not only from the year before, but from 
the start of the season to the end. We all 
became a lot more comfortable in the 
offense. We had a lot of guys step up at 
receiver and | have confidence in every 
one of them. And the line did a great job 
of protecting me.” 


will get more time to direct the attack this 


year because his line will be better. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The 


punting/kicking units were horrendous at 
times last year and there is little proof that 
either will be better. The defensive line is 
vulnerable. Now that opposing offenses 
are aware of Haye, running away from 
him will be common. 


OVERTLY: The combination of a favor- 


able schedule and an experienced roster 
is unusual for Vanderbilt. It provides a 
window of opportunity the Commodores 
must capitalize on to snap out of its 
perennial status as the worst team in the 
league. 
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Cutler, who completed 187 of 327 
passes with 13 interceptions, has his top 
four receivers back — Erik Davis, Brandon 
Smith, Marlon White and Chris Young. 
That makes the passing attack every bit as 
dangerous as the running game, which 
worked diligently to develop during his 
first season. 

Relying on so many players so early in 
their careers caused plenty of headaches for 
Johnson and his staff at times, but the payoff 
could come soon. The only players on 
offense with significant playing time who 
won't be back are center Tom Sorensen and 
tight end Nick Getter. On defense, it’s sec- 
ond-team linebacker Pat Brunner. 

Among the position players, Getter is 
the only official starter who doesn’t return 
from last season. 

“It was hard finishing the season with 
a loss to Tennessee, but as soon as that 
game was over we were already looking 
forward to the next season,” said Haye, 

a defensive end. “We knew we had a lot 
of guys who had come a long way and 
are only going to get better.” 


OFFENSE 

While Jay Cutler's development 
attracted most of the attention last season, 
the fact the running game remained 
dependable was equally important in Van- 
derbilt's balanced scheme. And keeping the 
rushing attack in gear was tricky considering 
the difficult times endured by Kwane Doster, 
the SEC Freshman of the Year in 2002. 

Doster failed to rush for more than 50 
yards in any of the first six games, and scored 
only two touchdowns during that span. 


EHE BEST AND 
EHE BRIGHTEST 


Most Valuable Player 
QB Jay Cutler 


Emerging Star 


FS Kelechi Ohanaja 
Top Newcomer 
WLB Curtis Gatewood 


But Norval McKenzie, who suffered 
a broken leg the previous year, was quick 
to pick up the slack. He swiped the start- 
ing position in the fifth game and never 
gave it up. 

Doster never fell completely out of the 
mix, however, and the competition between 
the two promises to be heated through fall 
camp ... a good situation to have. 


Cutler's passing is expected to reach 
new heights, not only because every key 
receiver is back, but also because the line 
should be among the Commodores’ best 
in many years. 

“Our offensive line is starting to jell 
a little bit,” Johnson said. “The only ques- 
tion mark we have is at center. Steven 
Brent has done a lot better there, and 
we've moved Chris Williams from tackle 
to center; we think he’s going to be an 
outstanding player.” 

Tackle Justin Geisinger has the tools to 
develop into an All-America candidate. 
He's the strongest player ever to suit up 
for the Commodores, with a bench press 
of 600 pounds. Two others who started 
every game last year join Geisinger — left 
guard Brian Kovolisky and right guard Mac 
Pyle. Brent started four games at center 
while Brian Stamper established himself at 
right tackle after stepping in for Kenan 
Arkan, who suffered a high ankle sprain. 

Unlike so many years before, the line has 
depth. Players such as Williams at center, 
Merritt Kirchnoffer at guard, along with Blake 
Luker and Elliot Hood at tackle provide 
a unique luxury for Johnson and his staff. 


DEFENSE 

The days of Vanderbilt featuring one 
of the SEC’s best defenses are long gone. 
Even the Commodores’ linebackers fell 
short of the standard that had become 
a legacy, as the defense allowed an aver- 
age of 380 yards and 30 points a game. 

Moses Osemwegie was a stalwart on 
the outside, finishing as the SEC’s second- 
leading tackler at 10.5 per game. But Otis 
Washington in the middle suffered lapses 
and Herdley Harrison was plugged in on 
the other side simply because he was the 
best the unit had to offer. 

Washington had not played for two 
seasons and was under great pressure. 
He likely will play better with less atten- 
tion on him this season but, unlike last 
year, he’ll have competition, with redshirt 
freshman Jonathan Goff making noise. 
Harrison will have to fight off redshirt 
freshman Curtis Gatewood. 

“Our linebackers have gotten better,” 
Johnson said. “We've added Gatewood 
and Goff to a group that we already had a 
lot of confidence in. They’re going to push 
some guys who are ahead of them and 
make them better.” 

The line is stocked with players who 
have lots of playing experience. Jovan 
Haye, a junior, developed into one of the 
best ends in the SEC last year and could 
be among the best in the nation if he con- 


DEFENSIVE END JOVAN HAYE IS 
A LEGITIMATE CANDIDATE FOR 
NATIONAL HONORS IN 2004. 

PHOTO BY ICON SPORTS 


tinues to improve at such a rapid pace. He 
earned All-SEC second-team honors and 
was third in the conference with 8.5 sacks. 

As an indication of how active he is, 
he also recovered three fumbles, broke up 
three passes and had an interception. 

None of the other linemen compares 
to Haye, though Robert Dinwiddie has 
shown flashes at tackle. Dinwiddie has 
struggled with injuries, but is determined 
to make an impact as a senior. 

“If | can stay healthy | know I can 
help the line,” Dinwiddie said. “My 
strength is back where it needs to be 
and I'm looking forward to finally play- 
ing a complete season.” 

The secondary was expected to be a 
trouble spot last year, but safeties Andrew 
Pace and Kelechi Ohanaja were pleasant 
surprises when forced into action early in 
their careers. Ohanaja finished as the 
team’s second-leading tackler with 99 
stops and Pace has a knack for being at 
the right place and the right time, coming 
up with three fumble recoveries, three 
deflected passes and two interceptions. 

Dominique Morris, who led the Com- 
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2M. Nereus Boggs DB ofr S11 205 Madison 9 NendlMcKerie «TBS S17 210 PowelaSrigs, GA 
38 Ron Bulock RB So. S11 225 NewOseons,lA «95 —‘RalphMcKenzie. ©=«s«DT.=Ssdk~=S GA 310. Southild, MI 
13) Joon Bors WR kk 60 178 NewCdeons,lA 49.—_—Paxl Meadows ok G2 242 Birmingham, AL 
FER Dum) 1B «GA 235 Grove Gy, OH 5 TmMle So 62 197 Dekod,M 
15 JosnColdwel «=«Ss«WRCke~SCt«YSC«02s Hoven AL 22 Naty Norgon Bok 63 222 Canton, MS 
Snipes Core DT St 63 278 Wolinglord, PA 10 Dominique Moris si OSS.«ONowhvile 
99 Not Coy DT & G1 302 PowerSping,GA 12 KelechiOhoncjo «= SS. «G1 200 AMlingon, IX 
é Gyke QB ok 4 222 SonloClows,IN Spi) (Mes Omnegs 8) ok) 60 20 Nee 
5 UP Dy OTS SoS) 290) ational, N Sve sAnkow Pose SS 60 200 _Nounkoin Brook, AL 
2 GikDots, «WR oe G2 185 Nedila=—||0)Lorenam Pack (B Se—&11_ 190. Farmingon Hills, 
96 RoberDinwiddie DE Se +65 280 Hendensomle 65 MocPye OG k 64 312 Adoinvle,GA 
34 Seo Dion So 60 190 Tompo,Al nT a 
79 Adem Doset OL So &4 282 McComb, MS 63 Nolen = OG kG SSIS) Pestle, FL 
1 KwoneDoser=*RBSsCi:SOCSNY:«190 Tompafl«= (8H IT Sims WR ok 62 205 Boune, MA 
84 DisinDuming «TEs 65240. Hoover, AL 80 Brandon Sih WR St 61185 New Orleans, LA 
poe OL Fr 65 200 NethCopeMoy,N) 88-—<GaorgeSmih «= WR Fr «63.195 Hollywood, FL 
93 Richord Freeman —-«DE-=«« So. Gd 245 Brentwood, IN 72 Brion Stomper OT So 65 20 Windemere, FL 
48 CufisGoewood «IBsFr.=« A220 Memphis, IN 41 Khabl Sution & fr 511 194 CollegePork, GA 
7 Justin Geisinger u Sr 64 30 Pittsburgh, PA 1 (Reeade Seo DB i 62 205 “Ahers, GA . 
47 Yorahon Gol 1B F&A 230 Slonehom, MA 28 Mathew Ton fhe (S102 (goa tN: 
4 Herdley Harrison Boe = 63-236 Marietta, GA 8 Charon Thospaon ia) re 5 “188 “hilt, 
1). ora Hays DE ke 63 280 Fortlouderdole, —««35—=«NohonTrueDonies «PKG: 2—(198 ‘Foye, AR 
77 Trey Hdlowey DT ke 62 293 Edmond, OK 52 OfsWoshingon «Bk «S11. 245. Saginaw, Ml 
55 Eliot Hood Ot fr 65 285 Idionopols,N-«82-—~=sMovlon White «= WR So. G4 205- Mexen,GA 
23 FuineHuner —=««iDB:S«*S”S«G.21B. Voldow,GA «67s Wikoms «= Lsr«S 6280 Ghm tA 
98 Poticklohwon «KSI. ‘180 Ahens,AL «18 ‘Keth Wilms WR ke 1 185. Riverdle, GA 
0 Kevin Joyce 1B So 63212 Longwood, A 16 ChisYong «WR Ot «61*190._Bolenile,MS 
19 Kyle Keown Po 60 205 Jesup,GA a 


QB Jay Cutler, Jr.*/Steven Bright, So. 

RB Norval McKenzie, Sr.*/Kwane Doster, Jr. 
FB Matthew Tont, Jr.*/Clark Lea, Sr. 

Brandon Smith, Sr.*/Marlon White, So. 

Erik Davis, Jr.*/Chris Young, eC 
TE Dustin Dunning, Jr. /Jonathan Loyte,So. 
LT Justin Geisinger, Sr.*/Ryan King, Jr. 

LG Brian Kovolisky, Sr.*/Merritt Kirchnoffer, Fr. 
C Steven Brent, So.*/Chris Williams, Fr. 

RG Mac Pyle, Jr.*/Nigel Seaman, Jr. 

RT Brian Stamper, So.*/Kenan Arkan, Jr. 


K Patrick Johnson, So./Nathan True-Daniels, Jr. 


Otis Washington, Jr.*/Jonathan Goff, Fr. 
SLB Herdley Harrison, Jr.*/Eric Byrum, Sr. 


‘CB _Lorenzo Parker, Sr.*/Bill Alford, Sr. 


Te, Kelechi Ohangja, Jr.*/Ronnie Swoops, Jr. 
SS. Andrew Pace, Jr.*/Ben Koger, Jr. 


P Kyle Keown, Fr./Patrick Johnson, So. 


NOTEBOOK 


ovan Haye arrived at Vanderbilt 

as a 240-pound outside line- 

backer. He’s now a 280-pound 
defensive end, and the added weight has 
been a huge bonus, according to coach 
Bobby Johnson. 

“He hasn't lost any of his flexibility 
or his mobility,” Johnson said. 

Haye only started playing organized 
football his junior year of high school in 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla. He had concen- 
trated on basketball up to that point. 

“Jovan is beginning to learn a whole 
lot about the game,” Johnson said. “He 
has not played a lot of football and as he 
learns more and more about the game 
he'll be more of a complete player." 

¢ Receiver Chris Young, a senior 
from Batesville, Miss., was named a cap- 
tain just before Vanderbilt played its 
spring game. It was a significant achieve- 
ment for Young, who has experienced 
plenty of troubles during his time at Van- 
derbilt including being suspended just 
after Johnson's arrival in 2002. 

¢ The Commodores didn’t actually 
get to play a spring game. Shortly after 
starting, inclement weather forced the 
players off the field. After waiting nearly 
two hours for the weather to break, the 
coaches finally called the game off. Van- 
derbilt returned for three more practices 
the following week. 

¢ Bill Alford, who started six games 
at cornerback last season, is the first 
junior college transfer Vanderbilt has had 
since 1994. Alford transferred from Mid- 
dle Georgia College after the school elim- 
inated its football program. 

¢ During the winter assistant head 
coach and offensive line coach Robbie 
Caldwell accepted a position on Lou 
Holtz’s staff at South Carolina. Less than 
a week after taking the position and say- 
ing he was looking forward to returning 
to his home state, Caldwell said he had 
made a mistake and was allowed to 
return to his position at Vanderbilt. 

¢ Vanderbilt's home game against 
Tennessee on Nov. 20 will be played on 
campus. The previous two times Ten- 
nessee has played in Nashville the Com- 
modores moved the game to the 
downtown Coliseum, home of the Ten- 
nessee Titans. Associate chancellor David 
Williams said he wanted the Commodores 
to experience a true home-field advan- 
tage. 
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JAY CUTLER IS ON TRACK TO REWRITE MUCH 
OF THE VANDERBILT RECORD BOOK. 


PHOTO BY ICON SPORTS 


modores with three interceptions, is 
entrenched at one cornerback spot while 
three players — Bill Alford, Cheron 
Thompson and Lorenzo Parker — battle 
on the other side. 

Johnson said he is happy about the 
improvement Sean Dixon and Khalil Sut- 
ton have made and is eager to see them 
get into the mix. 

Still, this is a unit that needs major 
improvement after finishing 11th in the 
SEC in points allowed and 10th in 
yardage. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

The kicking game must make great 
strides. The Commodores finished last in 
the SEC in field-goal percentage (50 per- 
cent) last season and tied for last with 
only six successful field goals. Two 
attempts were blocked. 

The punting wasn’t any better with 
Vanderbilt finishing last with an average 
net of 33.4 yards. 


Look Out Above ... Vandy’s Got a Dandy! 


make an argument for having the top 
player at any position in the confer- 
ence. Especially at quarterback. 

But while Georgia senior David 
Greene and Florida sophomore Chris 
Leak figure to be the headliners at the 
position in the league, Jay Cutler threw 
for more touchdowns (18) than either of 
those guys last season, and his 220.5 
total yards per game ranked fourth in 
the league, just three yards behind 
Greene in third place. 

Cutler, who has the third-most starts 
(behind Greene and Auburn’s Jason 
Campbell) of any returning SEC quar- 
terback, also is Leonie with confi- 
dence this season with all but one of his 
starting offensive teammates returning. 

“| think Jay is going to be one of the 
top quarterbacks returning in the South- 
eastern Conference,” Vanderbilt coach 
Bobby Johnson said. “Jay had an out- 
standing spring and he’s working on 
becoming a refined quarterback.” 

Versatility is the 6-3, 222-pound 
junior’s strong suit. He is able to break 
down defenses ... even with a broken 
play. 

“He’s a very good athlete and gives 


| fs not often when Vanderbilt can 


Compounding the problem is that 
Abtin Iranmanesh, a walk-on punter who 
finally came to the rescue last season, 
has graduated, as did long snapper Jason 
Daniels. 

That leaves place-kicker Patrick John- 


ITH 21 RETURNING 

STARTERS, THE 

VANDERBILT LINEUP IS 
AMONG THE MOST EXPERI- 


ENCED IN THE COUNTRY; EVEN 
BETTER, THE SCHEDULE IS NOT 
AS DAUNTING AS MANY THE 
COMMODORES HAVE TACKLED. 


son, a highly touted prep prospect in 
2001, with pressure on him to develop 
more consistency and Nathan True- 


us a lot of options, whether if it’s a true 
option play we’re running or a rollout 
pass,” Johnson said. “We've tried to 
convince Jay that some of the best plays 
we can run are broken plays. He just 
pulls it down and runs it and makes 
something happen. We want him to 
trust his ability.” 

Cutler was more likely to improvise 
as a freshman. He spent last season 
determined to develop his throwin 
skills, and set nearly all of Vandlerbil’s 
sophomore passing records, including 
completions (187), attempts (327), 
yards (2,347), and touchdowns. 

“Jay brought the passing game 
along by showing a lot of confidence in 
the receivers, even though we were 
pretty young,” receiver Erik Davis said. 

Cutler rushed for 299 yards last 
season, which was down from his fresh- 
man total of 393, but enough to keep 
defenses honest. 

“I forced myself to become more 
determined to throw the ball instead of 
pulling it down and running too 

vickly,” Cutler said. “We sie to evolve 
the passing game, we had to get better 
at it — the line, the receivers, myself. 
We all had to concentrate on it.” 


Daniels set to compete for playing time. 
Johnson finally got on the field last year, 
converting all nine of his extra point 
attempts, as well as a 37-yard field goal 
against Florida. 

Punter Kyle Keown, who redshirted 
last year, will give the special teams a 
huge lift if he approaches expectations. 
Tight end Jonathan Loyte will assume the 
long-snapper duties. 

Bobby Johnson was a punter in col- 
lege and will personally spend time 
developing the punters and kickers, 
as he did Iranmanesh last season. 

Kwane Doster will return kickoffs. 
He averaged 21.8 yards on 26 returns 
last year. Ronald Hatcher handled every 
punt return, but his graduation leaves 
that job open. 

Erik Davis will step in there, and try 
to improve another Vanderbilt special 
team that ranked last in the SEC, averag- 
ing 8.3 yards. 

— Mike Organ 
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2003 SEC Leaders 


INDIVIDUA 


PASSING EFFICIENCY ATT CMP PCT YDS TD RATING INTERCEPTIONS G No yps 1D PG 
Matt Mauck, LSU 358 229 64.0 2825 28 148.2 Keiwan Rallif, Florida 13 9 182 2 0.69 
Eli Manning, Mississippi 441-275 62.4 3600 29° (148.1 Corey Webster, LSU 14 7 60 0 0.50 
Matt Jones, Arkansas 230) NI92) VS7:4) 81917; 18 (147.1 Sean Jones, Georgia 12 5 42 9 0.42 
Casey Clausen, Tennessee 412-233 56.6 2968 27~——(134.3 Travis Johnson, Mississippi Bs 4 62 2 0.36 
Chris Leak, Florida 320. 190 59.4 2435 16 132.9 Muhammad Abdullah, Kentucky = ‘12 4 6 Oo —0.33 
Jason Campbell, Auburn 293-181 61.8 2267 10 132.6 Jack Hunt, LSU 13 4 94 2 0.31 
David Greene, Georgia 438 264 60.3 3307 13° 128.5 Charlie Peprah, Alabama 13 4 93 1 0,31 
Jay Cutler, Vanderbilt 327. 187 57.2 = 2347 18 = 127.7 Charles Jones, Alabama 13 4 63 | 0.31 
Jared Lorenzen, Kentucky 336191 568 2221 16 123.3 Von Hutchins, Mississippi 13 4 5 o 0.31 
Brodie Croyle, Alabama 341 182 53.4 2303 16 118.0 Dominique Morris, Vanderbilt 12 3 54 1 0,25 
SCORING 1D XP FG PTS P1/G 
RUSHING ATT Yos AVG YDS/G Jonathan Midis, Mississippi 0 ” as 124 98 
Cedric Cobbs, Arkansas 207 1320 58 110.0 Bily Bennett; Georgia 0 V3 ia 
Shaud Williams, Alabama 280 1367 49 105.2 Soeapie ah a 0 ae is a 
Carnell Williams, Auburn 241 1307 5.4 100.5 Shen Wilsees Acbonao : 
Justin Vincent, LSU 154 1001 6.5 71.5 aud Wiliams, Alabama \6 0 9 96 TA 
Tremaine Turner, Mississippi 173 809 4,7 62.2 Pinscher ) rnin “ 4| u cd on sy 
Cedric Houston, Tennessee 149 744 5.0 62.0 Mei Seae CU eu cate . 

" petit! Brian Bostick, Alabama 0 33-37 16-24 81 6.2 
Nick Turner, Mississippi State 123 696 57 58.0 Ryan Gaudet, LSU 0 36-38 7-12 57 5.2 
Demetris Summers, South Carolina 124 638 5.1 58.0 yan. Gaugety . 
Matt Jones, Arkansas 96 707 7.4 54.4 
TOTAL OFFENSE PLAYS YDS Ys/G PUNTING NO YDS AVG RECEIVING G REC YDS 1D  YDS/G 
Eli Manning, Mississippi 489 3572 2748 Dustin Colquitt, Tennessee 68 3081 45.3 ichael Clayton, 4 1 . 
Casey Clausen, Tennessee 476 2923 224.8 Eric Wilbur, Florida 57 2553. 44.8 Justin Jenkins, Mississippi State 12 62 880 9 733 
David Greene, Georgia 507 3127 223.4 Cody Ridgeway, Mississippi 58 2561 44.2 Chris Collins, Mississippi 13, “zr 949. 7) W350 
Jay Cutler, Vanderbilt 442 2646 220.5 Kody Bliss, Auburn 64 2748 42.9 George Wilson, Arkansas 13 50 900 oy 1602 
Matt Mauck, LSU 437 2922 208.7 Donnie Jones, LSU 65 2757 42.4 Devery Henderson, [SU 14 S53. 86 OT 615 
Matt Jones, Arkansas 326 2624 201.8 Anthony Thornton, Kentucky 65 2715 41.8 Erik Davis, Vanderbilt 12 41 638 8 53.2 
Dondrial Pinkins, $.Carolina 417 2381 198.4 Jared Cook, Mississippi State 41 1701 41.5 Derek Abney, Kentucky 10 BN ATS. $8). C281'S 
Brodie Croyle, Alabama 413 2311 192.6 Bo Freelend, Alabama 73° 2976 =. 40.8 Reggie Brown, Georgia 13 49 662 3 50.9 
Jared Lorenzen, Kentucky 425 2296 191.3 Josh Brown, South Carolina 46 1863 40.5 Fred Gibson, Georgia 11 36 553 3 503 
Chris Leak, Florida 388 2382 183.2 Jacob Skinner, Arkansas 52 2074 39.9 Brandon Smith, Vanderbilt12 39 595 2 49.6 
TOTAL OFFENSE PLAYS YDS YDS/G TOTAL DEFENSE PLAYS YDS YDS/G KICKOFF RETURNS NO YDS AVG 
Mississippi 940 5631 433.2 LSU 877 3528 252.0 Mississippi 36 853 237 
Arkansas 930 5607 431.3 Georgia 880 3876 276.9 Mississippi State 50 1159 23.2 
LSU 994 5857 418.4 Auburn 802 3661 281.6 Kentucky 46 1052 22.9 
Florida 860 5088 391.4 Tennessee 904 4217 324.4 Alabama 34 766 22.5 
Georgia 1023 5324 380.3 Arkansas 904 4472 344.0 LSU 23 514 22.3 
Auburn 864 4891 376.2 Alabama 897 4683 360.2 Florida 32 687 21.5 
Tennessee 885 4834 371.8 Florida 939 4777 367.5 Tennessee 27 558 20.7 
South Carolina 819 4261 355.1 South Carolina 799 4418 368.2 Auburn 36 697 19.4 
Vanderbilt 824 4225 352.1 Mississippi 871 4921 378.5 Arkansas 37 714 19.3 
Alabama 902 4558 350.6 Vanderbilt 834 4562 380.2 Vanderbilt 43 815 19.0 
Kentucky 815 3927 327.2 Kentucky 866 4587 382.2 South Carolina 4) 775 18.9 
Mississippi State 766 3848 320.7 Mississippi State 898 5682 473.5 Georgia 29 529 18.2 
SCORING OFFENSE G PTS AVG SCORING DEFENSE G PTS AVG PUNT RETURNS NO YDS AVG 
Mississippi 13 44 34.0 LSU 14 154 11.0 SU 46 667 14.5 
LSU 14 475 33.9 Georgia 14 203 14.5 South Carolina 16 230 14.4 
Arkansas 13 436 33.5 Auburn 13 212 16.3 Arkansas 34 44) 13.0 
Florida 13 390 30.0 Tennessee 13 239 18.4 Tennessee 43 531 12.3 
Tennessee 13 365 28.1 Florida 13 271 20.8 Florida 40 449 11.2 
Kentucky 12 328 27.3 Mississippi 13 285 219 Mississippi State 30 329 11.0 
Georgia 14 371 26.5 Arkansas 13 305 23.5 Kentucky 32 325 10.2 
Auburn 13 342 26.3 Alabama 13 333 25.6 Georgia 32 321 0.0 
Alabama 13 33) 25.5 South Carolina 12 314 26.2 Auburn 46 460 10.0 
South Carolina 12 268 22.3 Kentucl 12 321 26.8 Alaboma 33 288 87 
Vanderbilt 12 235 19.6 Vanderbilt 12 358 29.8 Ole Miss 49 409 8.3 
Mississippi State 12 225 18.8 Mississippi State 12 471 39.2 Vanderbilt 36 298 8.3 
RUSHING OFFENSE ATT YDS YDS/G RUSHING DEFENSE ATT YDS YDS/G NET PUNTING NO AVG RET YDS/R NET 
Arkansas 626 3145 241.9 U 400 938 67.0 Mississippi 60 42.9 23 3.9 = 39.0 
LSU 593 2600 185.7 Auburn 440 1204 92.6 LSU 66 41.8 31 28 39.0 
Auburn 541 2392 184.0 Georgia 468 1433 102.4 Tennessee 7\ 448 40 59 38.9 
South Carolina 463 1937 161.4 Mississippi 417 1332 102.5 Auburn 68 423 28 38 38.6 
Alabama 516 2067 159.0 Alabama 465 1722 132.5 South Carolina 68 39.6 26 16 38.0 
Mississippi 491 1913 147.2 Tennessee 490 1798 138.3 Arkanses 54 39d: 21 25 36.7 
Florida 454 1898 146.0 Arkansas 505 2041 157.0 Florida 69 43.6 34 7.2 36.4 
Vanderbilt 477 1740 145.0 Florida 525 2061 158.5 Georgia 66 39.0 31 ot dpe 
Tennessee 463 1800 138.5 South Carolina 458 1987 165.6 Alabama 75 39.7 40 50 347 
Georgia 562 1889 134.9 Vanderbilt 506 2169 180.8 Mississippi State 74 41.3 48 76 © (337 
Kentucky 434 1501 125.1 Kentucky 536 2240 186.7 Vanderbilt 69 39.8 38 60 33.7 
Mississippi State 37) 1424 118.7 Mississippi State 525 2283 190.2 Kentucky 70 mao «35 64 33,5 
PASSING OFFENSE ATT COMP YDS YDS/G PASSING DEFENSE ATT COMP INT YDS TD YDS/PG TURNOVERS +FUM INT TOTAL-FUM INT TOTAL GAME 
Mississippi 449 282 ©3718 286.0 Georgia 412 224 «17 «+2443 «12 174.5 Arkansas 16 17 33013 9 22 «(0.85 
Florida 406 244 3190 245.4 LSU 477 213, 21 «2590 «+12 185.0 Georgia 2ay Ol7, 29 6). “12 18 0.79 
Georgia 46) 274 3435 = 245.4 Tennessee 414 230 15 2419 10 186.1 South Carolina sate AD 24 my a PS 17 0.58 
Tennessee 422 238 3034 «86233.4 Arkansas 399 213° =«17) «243117 187.0 Florida 11 20 Sh AO 314 24 0.54 
LSU 401 255 3257 = =—232.6 Aubum 362 193 11 2457 15 189.0 Mississippi 10 1S: 25 2 AO 19 0.46 
Vanderbilt 347 196 2485 207.1 aki! 330 186 11 2347 14 195.6 LSU 12 21 Ke UF} 28 «(0.36 
Kentucky. 381 206 2426 202.2 Vai silt 328 184 10 2393 14 199.4 Tennessee vs 22)” 0. 9 19 0.23 
Mississippi State 395 207 92424 = 202.0 South Carolina 34] 211 9 2431 23 2026 Alabama Tl 2 23 w, *15 22 «0.08 
South Carolina 356 We 2324." VIS Florida 414 228 20 2716 12 2089 Auburn 10 11 211 9 20 0.08 
Auburn. 323 202 2499 =—-:192.2 Alabama 432 20 12) "2061 23) 92278 Kentuck 6 11 17 8 10 18 -0.08 
Alabama 386 201 = 2491 191.6 Mississippi 454 255 15 3589 26 276.1 Vanderbi lt 8 10 18 13 15 28 -0.83 
Arkansas 304 167 2462 =—-:189.4 Mississippi State 373 232 6 3399 31 283.2 Mississippi State 12 13 BSF 15h) 25 40 -1.75 


* Bold indicates returning players. 
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ne Offers You the SALE 


Vv 


COM, 


OF THE CENTURY! 


=. Search your team’s page on sportsfantreasures.com for these items & more! 


GAMEDAY SPORT GAMEDAY VARSITY THE COMPETITOR THE EXECUTIVE 12” WALL CLOCK 
Suntime watch with rotating Suntime watch featuring Suntime watch featuring For a more formal look, the Executive Quartz-accurate movement from Suntime 
bezel, date indicator and 


gold-toned bezel and color- 
coordinated leather strap. 
Now with Date Calendar 
feature $39.95 


Date indicator, color-coordi- 
nated rotating bezel and 
genuine leather strap. 
$69.95 


from Suntime features a fluted gold-toned 
bezel and two-toned 23-kt. gold with 
stainless steel link bracelet. Available in 
men’s and women’s styles. $149.95 


with logo and team color-coordinated 


genuine leather strap. mineral glass crystal and ring. $24.95 


Available in men’s and 
women’s styles. $39.95 


= 


HS 


MAILWRAPS® MAILBOX COVER 
Rain nor sleet nor snow will keep you from dis- 
playing your team pride with this Mailwraps® 
mailbox cover that fits regular and large sized 
metal & plastic mailboxes. This patented item 
offers great durability along with secure and 
easy attachment. $14.95 


COLLEGIATE TWO-COLORED TENT 
Large 9’ x 9’ area canopy tent. Water resistant and 
features school logo on four sides. Six foot high 
clearance. Tent retracts to only four feet for easy 
moving. Includes sturdy frame and carrying case. 


MASCOT PHOTO FRAME 
Game-day activity photos will look 
fantastic in this frame that’s graced 
with school mascot. The poly-resin 
figure holds a removable 4” x 6” 

acrylic frame. $17.95 


‘ie 


a} — | 


CHILIWEAR POLO 
Featuring 100% combed cotton and 
unique designs. Available in M, L, XL, 
f XXL. Many schools in stock. $49.50 
(White tent with logos $189.00) 


FOLDING CHAIR 
This adult size folding chair has comfortable 18” 
by 22” seat and padded back. 


Includes OM Logo on front & back, 
armrest cup hold- 
ef, storage pocket 


Great collectibles like these very limited 
Kenny Stabler “1966 11-0" full-sized 
signed helmets. 


on back. Features 


dy 
a8 of 


strong fabric and fram: 12 PACK COOLER Check out these easy ways to save 
Me ing that holds 300 This 12 pack cooler excels in heat STADIUM SEAT on your favorite team fashions 
y Sl / pounds. $29.95 and cold retention with its leak proof Features great back support anid colleciblect 
/ od Also available, color insulation liner and adjustable shoul- - 


and adjustable straps. 
coordinated umbrella dor strap for easy carrying. $21.95 $17.95 
Pig ara Orders > $50 earn you a 


10% discount. 


Orders> $100 earn you a 
15% discount. Orders of $100 
or more also receive FREE shipping! 


Order Toll-Free 1-866-965-8007 or visit us at 


SPOS Site QOL lis o Guts 
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Change 


s part of the realignment dominoes 
falling throughout college football, 
Conference USA is undergoing 


major changes. 

In 2005, the conference will break off in 
a couple of places, and reform itself in a cou- 
ple of others in a major makeover. 

But that will be then. This is now. And 
now is the same as it has been in recent sea- 
sons, with Southern Miss, TCU and Louisville 
entering as favorites to win the C-USA title. 

“| don’t think it will have a big impact 
on how we prepare,” said Southern Miss 
coach Jeff Bower, whose team will be the 
only one of the semi-traditional powers to 
remain in the revamped C-USA lineup. “I 
don’t think the players will worry about 
who's going to be here and who’s not.” 


GOOD NEWS 
Quality QBs & RBs; strong O-line; 
rising talent on defense. 


2. Southern Miss. Physical running game sparked 
rebound; 9 off. starters return. 


19 returning starters, there are 
plenty of offensive weapons. 


1. TU 


3. Louisville 


4, Memphis 


Super trio: RB Williams, QB Wim- 


is Coming, but Race Looks Familiar 


After this season, Louisville, Cincinnati 
and South Florida move on to the Big East. 
TCU takes off for the Mountain West. 

“Change is happening all over and this is 
just part of it,” Bower said. “Our players have 
enough to be excited about.” 

Southern Miss is the defending cham- 
pion and owner of four C-USA champi- 
onships, but has questions to answer, just 
like TCU and Louisville. 

The Golden Eagles return nine offensive 
starters and TCU returns eight on offense, but 
both teams have big holes to fill on defense. 
Louisville returns 19 starters, including nine 
from a suspect defense with a lot to prove. 

Memphis, UAB and Houston also figure 
to play significant roles in the conference 
race, and USF and Cincinnati could contend 


for bowl spots. 

“There are three or four schools with a lot of 
returning starters,” TCU coach Gary Patterson said. 
“Memphis signed some junior college guys on 
defense and they have everyone back on offense. 
You can never count UAB out because they're 
always talented. I'm glad we play Houston here.” 

The conference has never been deeper with 
potential bowl teams, but don’t be surprised if the 
championship isn’t decided until Southem Miss 
plays at TCU on Nov. 20. Southem Miss won the 
conference last year with a 40-28 home victory 
over the previously undefeated Horned Frogs. 

“Our players do understand what it takes to 
win a championship,” Bower said, “but they're 
also smart enough to know you better forget last 
year. Last year won't win it for you this year, 
especially with our losses on defense.” 


— Richard Scott 


C-USA Picks 


BAD NEWS 
Plenty of holes to fill on defense, 
especially up front. 


Only four returning def. starters; 
uncertainty in passing game. 


New coordinator must bring consis- 
tency to underachieving defense. 


Must replace seven core players 


OUR CALL 
Have filled holes well in recent years, and a talented 
and deep backfield will keep the Frogs on top. 


Defensive coordinator Tyrone Nix has enough young 
talent for Southern Miss to contend for another title. 


Defense will improve, but exactly how much so will 
determine Cardinals’ conference championship chances. 


If the exciting offense can win a few shootouts until the 


prine, WR Avery. from last year’s defense. defense grows up, it will be back-to-back bow! trips. 


5. UAB Blazers are set with 20 returning 


Still need consistent RB and O-line 


Blazers have had two years of injuries and close calls; 


starters and improved depth. to carry the run game. QB Darrell Hackney should lead them to winning record. 


6. Houston 
freshman success. 


Every starting lineman — on both 
sides — returns. 


24 seniors on the two-deep; Gino 


7. So. Florida 


8. Cincinnati 


Guidugli is an accomplished passer. 


9. Tulane Improving depth on defense; plen 


of talent at receiver. 
10. East Carolina Two 1,000-yard rushers in Art 
Brown and Marvin Townes. 


11, Army 
18 returning starters. 


Kevin Kolb will only get better after 


Veteran coach Bobby Ross inherits 


Kolb and the offense need a lot 
more help from the defense. 


Questions at RB, WR and DB, but 
biggest doubts at QB. 


Bearcats struggled to make the key 
plays in '03, especially at receiver. 


Loss of QB J.P. Losman and RB 
Mewelde Moore is significant. 


Major uncertainties at quarterback 
and throughout the defense. 


Those starters went 0-13 last year, 
1-24 in the past two years. 


ty 


The Cougars should score and be fun, but further 
upward mobility depends on the defense. 


Talent and depth is improving, but Bulls are too 
inconsistent and uncertain at quarterback. 


New coach might bring a spark, but ex-Ohio State DC 
Mark Dantonio inherits plenty of questions. 


With the drain of offensive firepower, the defense will 
struggle to carry the team to a winning season. 


Pirates need to coax better production out of the QBs 
to add to their 1-win total of 2003. 


Ross will bring toughness and discipline ... let's give 
him a couple of years to see how it all plays out. 


Lindy’s 2004 
ALL-C-USA TEAM 


OFFENSE - First Team 


QB Stefan LeFors 
RB DeAngelo Williams 


Louisville at North Carolina 
Houston at Southern Miss 
Louisville at Miami (Fla.) 
Houston at TCU 


Cincinnati at Ohio State 
Memphis at Ole Miss 
Pittsburgh at USF 
Houston at Oklahoma 


Sept. 4 
Sent. 4 
Sent. 4 
Sept. 11 


Louisville 
Memphis 


Sept. 11 
Sent. 18 
Sent. 18 
Sent. 23 


UAB at Florida 


1. DeAngelo Williams RB 
2. Michael Boley 8 
3. J.R. Russell WR 
4, Roydell Williams WR 
5. Mark Walker CB 
6. Kevin Kolb QB 
7. Gino Guidugli QB 
8. Anthony Alabi OT 
9. Jeremy Parquet OT 
10. Michael Bush AP 


Most Accurate Passer: 
Strongest Arm: 

Best Scrambler: 
Coolest in the Clutch: 
Toughest to Bring Down: 
Best Hands: 


Most Dangerous Deep Threat: 


Best Pass Blocker: 
Best Run Blocker: 

Best Pass Rusher: 
Best Cover Corner: 
Special Teams Demon: 


Southern Miss at Nebraska 
TCU at Texas Tech 


State 


Miami (Fla.) at Houston 


Memphis 
So. Miss 
Louisville 
Tulane 
TCU 
Houston 
Cincinnati 
TCU 

So. Miss 
Louisville 


Package 


Kevin Kolb, QB 


Darrell Hackney, QB 


Stefan LeFors, QB 
Gino Guidugli, QB 


DeAngelo Williams, RB 
Roydell Williams, WR 


J.R. Russell, WR 
Kyle Takavitz, OG 


Jeremy Parquet, OT 


Michael Boley, LB 
Daven Holley, CB 
Seth Cumbie, CB 


>) OFFENSE: 
DEFENSE: 


NEWCOMER: 


C-USA #1 


C-USA #2 


C-USA #3 
C-USA #4 
C-USA #5 


Louisville at Memphis 
(might move to Nov. 4) 


Southern Miss at Memphis 
Southern Miss at TCU 


t 


of speed, elusiveness and versatility. 


Knack for finding the ball, making plays. 

Speed and hands to make the big plays. 

Extra weight, strength should improve stock. 

Tough in coverage with good nose for the ball. 

Will get even better after excellent frosh season. 
Good arm and vision, but must stop forcing throws. 
Main building block in TCU’s effective run game. 
Big key to USM's physical turnaround in 2003. 
Makes big plays as runner, receiver, thrower. 


Houston 

UAB 

Louisville 
Cincinnati 
Memphis 
Tulane 
Louisville 
Cincinnati 
Southern Miss 
Southern Miss 
Cincinnati 
Southern Miss 


DeAngelo Williams, RB, Memphis 
J.R. Russell, WR, Louisville 
Michael Boley, LB, Southern Miss 
Carlton Baker, LB, Memphis 


Liberty Bowl vs. MWC champion 
GMAC Bowl vs. MAC 

Hawaii Bowl vs. WAC 

Fort Worth Bowl vs. Big 12 

New Orleans vs. Sun Belt #1 


RB Robert Merrill 
WR J.R. Russell 
WR Roydell Williams 
TE Stephen Cucci_ 
OL Anthony Alabi 
OL Kyle Takavitz 
OL Chase Johnson 
OL Travis Leffew 
OL Jeremy Parquet 
AP Michael Bush 

K Nick Hayes 


TCU 
Louisville 


Cincinnati 
ll 
Louisville 
Southern Miss 
Louisville 
UAB 


DEFENSE - First Team 


DL Trent Cole Sr. 


PTET Ss 


l Sr. 
COLL nS [a 
LB Michael Boley Sr. 


‘LBZac Woodfin = Sr. 


LB Chris Moore Jr. 


‘DB Marvin Godbolt = 2 


DB Daven Holly 


‘DB Mark Walker = Sr. 


~ P Ryan Dougherty — 


Cincinnati 
Cincinnati 
Louisville 
Southern Miss — 
EEE Miss 
SSS AUABH 
East Carolina 
SSE STICU 
~— Cincinnati 
Se eUy] 
_ Memphis _ 


East Carolina — 


OFFENSE — Second Team 


QB Kevin Kolb So. 
RB Eric Shelton Jr. 
RB Marvin Townes Sis 
WR Maurice Avery 

WR Reggie Harrell 

TE Cody McCarty 

OL Gene Frederic 

OL Chris McGee 


OL Jason Spitz 


OL Derrick Sarosi ; 
OL Chris White Sr. 
AP Marvin Young Sr. 


~K Darren McCaleb = So. 


DEFENSE — 


DLJoeClay = = = = Sr. 


DL Albert Means Sr. 


‘DL Jermaine McElveen So. 


DL Lee Roy Selmon Jr. Sr. 


‘LB Greg Washington Sr. 


LB Robert McCune Sr. 


LBJamarEnzor Sr 


DB Tra Boger Sr. 


‘DBSeanLucas Jr 


DB Bobby Keyes Sr. 


‘DB Scott Vogel BS 


P Chris Beckman mS! 


Houston 

Louisville 

East Carolina 

Memphis 

TCU 

TCU 

Memphis 

Tulane 
Louisville” 

USF 

Southern Miss 

Southern Miss 
Southern Miss | 


Second Team 


~ Houston H 


~ Louisville 

— Cincinnati 
Tulane 

Tulane 
UAB 

_ Memphis 
Tulane 


@ 


he University of Louisville's final 
T season as a member of Conference 
USA will almost qualify as a reality 
television series. 
The Cardinals are going to be Mid- 
America Idols. 
Four consecutive games from mid- 


October to early November will be shown 
on ESPN or ESPN2, giving the nation 

a chance to vote on the Cardinals’ merits 
as a future Big East member. They cer- 
tainly have advanced easily through the 
early rounds en route to this position. 

Louisville, which will move to the Big 
East along with C-USA members Cincin- 
nati and South Florida in 2005, has been 
one of C-USA’s most successful programs. 
The Cardinals have averaged nine wins 
during the past four seasons. They’ve 
been to six consecutive bowl games. 
Twice during that six-year span they've 
won the C-USA title. 

They've prospered behind a string of 
talented quarterbacks, from Chris Redman 
to Dave Ragone to Stefan LeFors. Poised 
to take over for LeFors in 2005 is Brian 
Brohm, the brother of former Louisville 


| 2003: 9-4 overall, 5-3 Conference USA 
(T-3rd) 
| COACH: Bobby Petrino— At Louisville and 
overall: 9-4, | year 

RETURNING STARTERS: 19; 9 offense, 
| 9defense, punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: OB Stefan LeFors, 
RB Eric Shelton, RB Lionel Gates, RB Michael 
Bush, WRJ.R. Russell, WR Montrell Jones, 
DE Marcus Jones, LB Robert McCune 
| PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Quarterback 
Stefan LeFors gives the Cards a dual 
threat— LeFors rushed for 405 yards and 


Going Out in a Blaze 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The Cardinals 


OVERVIEW: Louisville has an offense that 


passed for 3,145 and 17 touchdowns. But 


LOUISVILLE 


CARDINALS 


QB Jeff Brohm and arguably the top prep 
offensive player in the country last season. 
And the Cardinals have benefited 

from several key transfers from major 
college programs. Such moves are often 
a risk to the receiving program, but 
Louisville has been fortunate. 


Last year, highly regarded Florida 
State transfer Eric Shelton made his Cardli- 
nal debut and rushed for 790 yards in 10 
games. This fall, Tennessee transfer Mon- 
trell Jones, a receiver, could find himself in 
a similar situation. 

Jones was suspended three times dur- 
ing his two years at Tennessee before 
being dismissed from the team in April 
2003. 

Named Kentucky Mr. Football in 2001, 
Jones finished his high school career as the 
state’s leacler in receptions (266) and 
touchdown catches (59). He had more 
than 4,300 career receiving yards. 

In two years at Tennessee, Jones had 
28 catches for 356 yards, but he should be 
more involved in a Louisville offense that 
ranked first in the league in scoring (34.6 
points per game), first in rushing (228.2 
ypg) and second in passing (260.7 ypg). 
Louisville coach Bobby Petrino said 


he is only part of a stocked offense that 
has big-play threats at receiver and RB. 


haven't solved their defensive woes. 
Opponents averaged 44 points in the 
Cards’ final three games and the team’s 
pass defense ranked last in the league. 


should light up Conference USA in the 
school's final season in the league before 
joining the Big East. The offense alone 
can carry the Cards near the top of the 
league ... any higher depends on defen- 
sive improvement. 


of Points 


Jones gives LeFors another dependable 
target, a player with hands so good he 
doesn’t need as much separation as most 
wideouts. 


OFFENSE 
It’s almost scary how good this unit 


could be this fall. 

Quarterback Stefan LeFors enters his 
senior season after becoming a starter last 
year and earning first-team all-conference 
honors. LeFors completed 61.3 percent of 
his passes (the highest completion rate 
among C-USA starters with at least 250 
attempts) and rushed for 405 yards, 

a school record for a quarterback. 

Imagine how much better he'll be with 
two returning backs — Eric Shelton and 
Lionel Gates— who combined for more 
than 1,600 yards and 21 touchdowns. 

Behind Shelton, Gates and Michael 
Bush, the Cardinals set a school record by 
rushing for 2,966 yards. Shelton, Gates 
and Bush accounted for 2,110 yards. 

Shelton and Gates worked diligently 
during the offseason to improve their 
shortcomings. Shelton said he practiced 
to become a better receiver out of the 
backfield. Gates concentrated on 
becoming a better runner in the open 
field. The Cards planned to experiment 
with Bush at defensive back during the 
spring, but he broke his foot on the first 
day of workouts and probably will 
remain on offense. 

Touted true freshman quarterback 
Brian Brohm could have a chance to 
immediately back up LeFors because 
sophomore Justin Rascati announced his 
intention to transfer. Rascati said he fig- 
ured he would have a better chance at 
playing time elsewhere, especially with 
the Brohm family connection at Louisville 
— brother Jeff is the quarterbacks coach 
and brother Greg is the director of football 
operations. 

Louisville's deepest position may be 
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at wide receiver. Senior |.R. Russell played 
himself into All-America candidacy last 
season by catching 75 passes for a school- 
record 1,213 yards. 

Junior Broderick Clark and senior 
Joshua Tinch are threats. Clark, a danger- 
ous kickoff return specialist, battled ham- 
string problems last season, but still 
caught 23 passes for 313 yards. Tinch, 
known for his toughness and fearless 
nature catching balls across the middle, 
had 26 receptions for 401 yards. 

Montrell Jones is the receiver LeFors 
needs for the offense to better handle 
defenses that play press coverage. It was 
an aspect of the Cards’ passing game that 
Petrino said was exploited, especially 
against Memphis in a rare, lopsided home 
loss last season. The Cards also are expect- 
ing redshirt freshman Harry Douglas to be a 
factor. 

On the offensive line, the Cards lost 
two starters, but are bolstered by the 
return of two all-conference selections — 
left tackle Travis Leffew and left guard 
Jason Spitz, both juniors. 


DEFENSE 

Louisville allowed 428.6 yards per 
game and its pass defense, which allowed 
258.3 yards, ranked last in the 1 1-team 
league. In the team’s last four games of 


THE BEST AnD 
THE BRIGHTEST 


Most Valuable Player 
OB Stefan LeFors 


Emerging Star 
DT Amobi Okoye 
Top Newcomer 
DB Malik Jackson 


the season, the Cards allowed 37, 45, 40 
and 49 points. 

With linebacker Rod Day gone, the 
Cardinals might find a leader emerging on 
the defensive line. 

Senior defensive end Marcus Jones 
returns as one of the league's premier 
pass rushers. A second-team all-confer- 
ence pick last year, Jones led the Cardinals 
with 10 sacks and finished with 17 tackles 
for lost yardage. 

Jones brings intensity and energy that 
could be infectious. New defensive coor- 
dinator Mike Cassity would welcome such 
a situation. 

Junior Montavious Stanley, who 


moved from end to tackle in the bowl 
game, should be effective inside, where 
he can take advantage of his size (6-4, 
290) and speed. He had 13 tackles for 
loss last year. At the other tackle spot 
could be Amobi Okoye, who made 
headlines last season as the youngest 
player ever, at 16 years old, in college 
football. Okoye accelerated his acade- 
mic career when his family moved from 
Nigeria to Huntsville, Ala., and Okoye 
tested into the ninth grade as a 12- 
year-old. 

If the Cardinals want to avoid a drop 
off at linebacker, they'll need senior 
Robert McCune and junior Brandon John- 
son to step up. McCune was a third- 
team all-conference selection a year ago 
after posting a career-best 143 tackles 
in 13 games. One of the team’s 
strongest players, McCune recorded 19 
stops in an overtime loss to South 
Florida. Johnson was used mostly to pro- 
vide an outside rush last season, but fin- 
ished with 50 tackles. 

In the secondary, three starters return, 
led by senior Antoine Harris. 

Harris converted from wide receiver 
last season and was effective from the 
outset. Using his speed, Harris had 51 
tackles, broke up six passes and tied for 
the team lead with three interceptions. 
With a spring and fall camp to work on 
fundamentals, he should be more effec- 
tive this season. 

Senior strong safety Brent Johnson led 
the Cardinals with 116 tackles last year 
and is a fierce hitter who averaged 14 
tackles in the team’s last four games. At 
6-3, senior Kerry Rhodes is an imposing 
figure at free safety. 

Free safety Malik Jackson also is a hard 
hitter. As a member of the scout team last 
season, Jackson didn’t discriminate when 
it came to delivering a huge hit. Among 
the members of the Cards’ 23-player sign- 
ing class that could play this fall is corner- 
back Bobby Buchanan. He is the brother of 
former Louisville standout Ray Buchanan, 
who has played 11 NFL seasons. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

For this unit to be truly special, it will 
require junior Broderick Clark to become 
the threat he was as a kickoff specialist as 
a freshman. 

Clark was the C-USA special teams 
player of the year in 2002 after ranking 
second nationally with a 28.9-yard kickoff 
return average. He had a conference 
record two returns for scores. 

But last season he missed two games 


CARDINALS 


OFFENSE 


QB Stefan LeFors, Sr.*/Brian Brohm, Fr. 
RB Lionel Gates, Sr.*/Eric Shelton, Jr.* 
FB Adam McCauley, Sr./James Jackson, So. 
WR J.R. Russell, Sr.*/Tiger Jones, Sr. ' 
WR Broderick Clark, Jr.*/Montrell Jones, Jr. 


WR Joshua Tinch, Sr.*/Harry Douglas, Fr. 
TE Wayne Riles, So./Thomas Boyce, Fr. 


LT Travis Leffew, Jr."/Jeremy Darveau, Jr. 

LG Jason Spitz, Jr.*/Danny Barlowe, Fr. 

C will Rabatin, Sr./P.J. Tavarczky, So. 

RG Kurt Quarterman, Jr./Bubba Marshall, Jr. 
RT Renardo Foster, So.*/M. Sturgeon, So. 


DEFENSE 


DE Shane Bailey, Fr./Elvis Dumervil, Jr. 
DT Bobby Leffew, Sr.*/Amobi Okoye, So. 


DT Montavious Stanley, Jr.*/T. - Saterfield, Sr.* 


DE Marcus Jones, Sr. “/Chad Rimpsey, Jr. 
SLB Preston Smith, Fr./Brandon Johnson, Jr.” 


MLB Robert McCune, Sr.*/J. Jackerson, Sr. 
WLB Abe Brown, So/Willie Johnson, Fr. 

LCB Antoine Harris, Sr.*/Early McCray, Fr. 
SS Brent Johnson, Sr.*/Malik Jackson, Fr. 
FS Kerry Rhodes, Sr. */Brandon Sharp, So. 
RCB William Gay, So./Antoine Sharp, Jr. 
P Brent Moody, Sr.*/Todd Flannery, Fr. 


SE 


with a hamstring injury and his return 
average dropped to 19.5 yards. His 
longest return was 50 yards.As a result, 
Louisville ranked last in the conference in 
kick returns with an 18.4 average. 

Louisville lost a dependable place- 
kicker — Nate Smith — after last season 
and his job likely will go to Arthur Car- 
mody, a redshirt freshman. 

Sophomore Brent Moody returns to 
handle the punting duties. Moody aver- 
aged 39.5 yards in 12 games and placed 
12 punts inside the 20-yard line. 

Robert Haskins became the team’s 
punt return specialist last year and aver- 
aged 7.7 yards a return. No other Cardinal 
had more than two returns. 


— Phil Stukenborg 
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Name / Posmon Size HOMETOWN HicH ScHoot / Collece 
AXSON, Mozell 1B 61,230 Lokelond, FL Jenkins | 
Rated No. 61 in Florida by Orlando Sentinel... Had more than 403 corer tackles... As a senior, had | 
139 tackles, including a team-best 81 solo tackles... - Had 26 tackles for loss... Had 129 tockles as a junior. 
BARNIDGE, Gory TE 66,215 

Florida Times-Union Top 24... reed 17 teas fw as a senior. rage a includi 

10 tackles for loss, three quarterback sacks, three fumbles caused, six fu es i Hol Sl re 


kick for touchdown... Averaged 18 points per game for basketball 


BROHM, Brian QB 6-4, 205 Lovisville 
USA Today Naonl Oflnsve Payer of he Yen. ee nationally by Rivals.com... Gatorade | 
rome abana een . Orlando Sentinel Mr. Football... Led team to three state 

championships... Ho ye encase eliinceing. As a senior, had 3,720 yards 
passing and 33 touchdowns. 


team. 


Trinity 


BUCHANAN, Bobby DB 5-11, 180 Joliet, IL Catholic Academy 
Rhckscom red No. 19 player in inc.. suisitiiet tewiey desthneehe All-State... 


BURNS, Johnnie LB 6-3, 225 Neptune Beach, FL Fletcher Senior 
Second-leam All-State... Four-year starter... Had 116 tackles and four interceptions, returning one for a fouch- 
down, as a senior... - Four-year starter in basketball 


BUTLER, Terrance SS 62,212 Grea Cave Springss FL 
Florida Times-Union Top 24... Second-team All-Stote.. . Two-time All-County... Three-year starter... As a senior, 
heal 68 foc, induding nine tackles for loss, four quarterback socks, hwo inlereptons ond o eon best eight | 


COX, Brandon DE 63,225 Douglass 
Alli... Two-year starter... eee lel be vahin eat Pineaichcck ice Had 110 tackles as a | 
junior... “Three-year letterman. 


freerta: ol Tom A bl for rate 11? vecheouns 
starter... Team cay 57 932 12 as a 
senior... Hd our rcp fo 100 gin a gs .. Hod 56 tackles and seven intercep- 
tions.. “Three-year starter for I team. 
DARVEAU, ol 67,320 Hilton Head, SC Dodge CC 
Hod two years of eligibility remaining... Played one season at University of Kentucky... Rated No. Medan 
lege offensive lineman nationally by by CollegeFootballNews.com... All-Area in high school... Three-year letter- 
man for track team. 
AP fc aan manatee Hod 9 apeie Sree 
eam in. : Mississi 1 1 
sacks, four keates a7 aged asennad iepecioctone | 
FOLMAR, Marcus WR/DB 5-11, 175 East Brewton, AL | 


Twortime All-Region... Three-year starter... here ede Posie od bach op. Had 21 recep- | 
fions for 329 yards and three touchdowns... “Returned three kickoffs and two punts for touchdowns os a junior... 


lie Class President. 


-CARDINALS RECRUITING —- —-—-- 


Name / Posmion Size HOMETOWN Fa Scxoot / Sl 


| GIACOMINI, Breno DE/TE 67,242 Malden, MA 
Greater Boston League All-Star... Three-year starter... Averaged 21 ee nae ce 


GRADY, Adrian DT 6-3, 270 Nichols, GA Coffee 

Second-team All-Region... Played defensive tackle and linebacker... ‘Asa senior, had 69 tackles, including five 
tackles for loss, cand two quarterback sacks... - Missed junior season with o broken leg... Had more than 85 tack- 
les as a sophomore. 
| KUHN, Scott TE 6-5, 235 Burlington Conner Senior 


Honorable mention All-State... All-District... All-Region tod 20 recepions for 200 yards ond tree touch: 
| downs as « senior. _ Three-year letterman in foobal ond basketball... Leading rebounder for basketball team. 


MITCHELL, Maurice 1B/DE 6-3, 220 Glasgow Glasgow 

Two-ime All-District... Team captain... Played fullback, wide receiver and linebacker... As o senior, had 100 
tackles... Hod 15 receptions for 400 yards and 13 touchdowns... Hod 90 tackles and six quarterback sacks os 
a junior. 

MOODY, Phillip OL 6-5, 260 Tallahassee, FL North Florida Christian 


Second-team All-Big Bend... Two-year starler... Had 12 receptions for 174 yards as a senior... As a junior, 
ar nly nn ‘Averaged 12.5 points and 10.1 rebounds per game for basketball team. 


MYLES, Lomor LB 6-0, 200 Winterhaven, FL Lake Region 

Pod 58 plein dey Be Ode St Four-year starter... Had more than 400 career 
Re YA Es at) As a junior, or hod 125 lockes ond two quarlerbock 

ia "Stale weightlifi ing champion as a junior. 


| SHIVERS, Devin DT 65, 307 Monroe, Gi George Walton Academy 
All-State... Teom captain... Helped team to state championship... * vloyed i in the Georgia: “South Carolina All-Star 
game... Four-year storter at offensive and defensive tackle. 


STEINMETZ, Drew FB 6-1, 232 Jocksonville, FL Trinity Christion Academy 
este ae Helped team fo iwo consecutive state championships... Had 2,272 yards rushing and 26 | 

during three-year career... As a senior, had 1,187 yards rushing and 16 , averaging 
FA york pacar. 


STRIPUNG, George RB 6-1, 185 Jacksonville, FL Andrew Jackson 
Florida Times-Union Top 24... Second-team All-State... Team captain... Had 2,330 yards and 22 touchdowns 
080 senior... Had 40 tackles and two interceptions... Averaged 10.2 yords per punt return. 


URRUTIA, Mario WR 6-6, 205 Louisville ‘em Creek 
All-State... Two-time All-District... As a senior, Gt cere ccf 8eod cd 13 euehov Fal 
63 receptions for 1,054 yards and 11 touchdowns as a junior. 


WALLER, Josh DT 6-3, 280 Louisville Southern 
All-District... ee ee . Two-year storter,.. Played offense and defense as a senior... Hed 34 tackles and | 
three quarterback 


WOOD, Eric OT 65, 265 Cincinnati, OH 
Honorable mention All-District as a junior... pam owe conte do. . Con play 
tackle and guard... ope ern es 


t 


PAWOOKATTHEGCARDINALS: 


RESULTS INDIVIDUAL STATS SCHEDULE 
PASSING 
FE = Sept. 5 is tuck 
(9 4, 5 3) Att Comp Yarps Pct TD I ss re 
40 at Kentucky 24 LeFors 357-219-3145 61.3 17 10 Sept.11 at sAaiiy 
30 at Syracuse 20 Rascati 24 12 177-758:3~ Clie ne 
42. UTEP 14 RUSHING Sept. 18 at Tulane 
AvG LG 
21 ‘Temple 12 Scns Fe 317 s8)gs:stéiéiy |_|: S@Pt. 25 at North Carolina 
28  atSouth Florida (OT) 31 Shelton 166 790 48 = ~—«10| ; 
a A 70 | (Bee 81 503.62 ~«#81OSCté«‘a‘ Oct. 2 East Carolina 
phi) | | LeFors 71 re a S| 
47 ‘Tulane 28 RECEIVING Oct. 14 — at Miami (FL) 
36 at East Carolina 20 NAME No Yaros AvG lc 1D Oct. 22 ayy see 
28 at TCU 31 Russell 4d 1213, 16.2 = 8 | 
Ghen' 2 z 
7 Memphis 37 Th 1 24 Nov. 2-4 at Memphis 
66 Houston 45 147 Nov. 9-11 TCU 
A300 GhGinannanh 40 Dee eS 
Tackles: McCune 143, Johnson 116, Day 94, Rhodes 82 | Nov. 20 — at Houston 
GMAC BOWL | Interceptions: Harris 3, Rhodes 3, Minkins 2 - 
28 Miami (OH) 49 Sacks: Jones 10, McCune 4, Johnson 3, Stanley 3 Nov. 27. Cincinnati 


Tackles for loss: Jones 17, Stanley 13, Johnson 8 | 
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If you’re determined to put an end to losing seasons... if you're 
resolved that this is going to be the year you make all the money — 
then it’s time you met Tony Salinas. 


And the name you will hear more than any other is 
Tony Salinas. | have bet and won more games than any- 
body in the history of this town. I’m a documented past 
champion of dozens of tournaments, including the L 


contest and tied with one other player for the best record. "You win this one,” said Cyrit 
Burger, the hotel's race and sports director, “and you can correctly call yourself the King of 
the a 
ANDIC 5. The IRS does. 

Sir once car | mace SpA. 000, 000 ina ears year. me weren t that far off. 
Now | have great news and a fantastic offer. 

The Great News is that last year | had the biggest August and 
September of my life. And the Fantastic Offer is that | want to do it again 
and have YOU with me - so you can bet what | bet and win what | win! 

Here’s what | mean. 

Last year covering both August and September, I went tay: 22 for 69%. 
| cleared 242 units. Player 
i rich for your blood? Gas who bet $50 a unit dearod $12, 600. 


i you bet the gues | bet, you rae make the money | make. Because every 
game | give you | play myself. Interested? Then | have a proposition for you. 
% Enroll for $79 — that's right, $79 
% Over the first eight weeks of football — from the Hall of Fame Game on Monday 
August 9th to the Monday Night game of Oct 4th - 1 will give you 71 of my 
college and NFL Best Bets. ; 


Sak aa ry 
it bHAAVAA 


row [008500 6890. 


HIGHLIGHT WINNERS FROM LAST SEASON: 


$85,000 Castaways Challenge. In 2001, | entered the Hilton Superbook Hondaping 


* | guarantee you'll win 69% of those games just like | did last year — 
i.e., a minimum of 49 winners. if you bet $100 a game and win 49 while losing 22, 
you will net $2,480 after VIG. 
| And | GUARANTEE i?! 
“ If | don’t reach 49 & 22 — if | come up one 
game shy - | give you the rest of the season FREE. 
“ \f\ deliver os promised, you agree to come in for 
the rest of the regular football season for only $200. 

What a deal. Even if | “beat” you — you have just 
won at least $2,480 — and are set to play the rest of 
the season with house money. 

And whatever your level, I’m with you all the way. Ill stay with you to make sure 

you get all the money possible. / will not fail! 


uae So 


Visit Tony online at: 


AND lock up your 
guaranteed $2,480! 


“A consistent line breaker — ada as tough 
an opponent as I’ve ever seen.” 


late great linesmaker at the Union Plaza 
“When Tony Salinas walks in the door 
& takes a few shots at us, just he alone 
can move that line. He scares the livin’ 
hell out of a lot of bookmakers.” 


manager, Churchill Downs, Las Vegas 


“A most masterful handicapper.. 
He has thrust himself to the top.” 


oleae ae Mer 
the Gold Rush:” 


> 4 =q ZE 


NIALLEY. PKWY, #848 


© HENDERSON, NV 89014 
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he University of Memphis spring 
T game had ended and the crowd had 
been entertained. 

Junior DeAngelo Williams, Conference 
USA's premier back and the nation’s all-pur- 
pose yarclage leader, had made a one- 
handed catch out of the backfield and broken 


several tackles en route to the end zone. 

Junior Maurice Avery, the team’s 
leading receiver a year ago, had made 
several spectacular, leaping receptions. 

Quarterback Bobby Robison had earned 
MVP honors by passing for more than 250 
yards and three touchdowns. And he’s not 
even the starting QB. 

For sure ... Tiger fans walked away 
excited about the prospects for this fall. 

As for coach Tommy West? 

Well, he was a bit suspect. 

Part of that has to do with the unfa- 
miliar position in which Memphis finds 
itself. 

The Tigers are coming off their first 
winning season since 1994 and their first 
bowl appearance in 32 years. West is 


2003: 9-4 overall, 5-3 Conference USA 
(1-3rd) 
COACH: Tommy West — At Memphis: 
17-19, 3 years; overall: 52-54-0, 9 years 
RETURNING STARTERS: | 8; 
11 offense, 5 defense, kicker, punter 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: 08 Danny Wim- 
prine, RB DeAngelo Williams, WR Tavares 
Gideon, WR Maurice Avery, DT Albert 
Means, S Wesley Smith, S Scott Vogel 
- PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Running back 
DeAngelo Williams is the reigning league 
offensive player of the year and the best 
back in the program's history. Senior 
Danny Wimprine has shattered most of 
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TIGERS 


__the school's passing records and will work 


worried about his team becoming over- 

confident, something a Tiger football team 

hasn't had to concern itself with since 

Richard Nixon was in the White House. 
He hopes Williams, who rushed for 

a school-record 1,430 yards, and Avery, 

who had 742 receiving yards, don’t get too 


Offense Back for More in 2004 


satisfied with their accomplishments. He 
hopes Robison becomes more comfortable 
in the Tigers’ spread offense in case he is 
called upon to fill in for Danny Wimprine. 
Robison has yet to master the offense 
despite impressive spring statistics. 

If West can keep the Tigers focused 
and team-oriented, they'll be serious con- 
tenders for the C-USA title. 

Williams is the best back in the pro- 
gram's history and one who could garner 
national attention if the Tigers can crack 
the Top 25. Avery is one of several 
receivers who will be playmakers for 
Wimprine, a fifth-year senior who owns 
most of the school’s passing records. 

Defensively, the Tigers enter their sec- 
ond season with Joe Lee Dunn as coordi- 
nator. Dunn's first year was a blitzing 
success. The Tigers finished first in the 


TIGERS 


with C-USA's deepest group of receivers, 
led by Maurice Avery and Tavares Gideon. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The Tigers lost 
the bulk of their defense, including their 
starting linebackers. Top cover corner Lee 
Hayes was dismissed from the team after 

_ the bowl game. 

OVERVIEW: Two years ago Tommy West 
installed the spread offense and it has dra- 
matically increased the team’s production. 
Last year he hired famed defensive coordi- 
nator Joe Lee Dunn and the unit finished 
ninth nationally. This year he’s hoping to 
improve a shaky special teams unit. If he's 
successful with his latest project, this team 

could challenge for the league title. 


conference and ninth nationally in total 
defense, allowing 296 yards per game. 


OFFENSE 

In the mid-1990s, the Tiger offense 
was a running joke ... and a passing one, 
too. Under West, the one-liners have been 


replaced by one big play after another. 

Among the nation’s least-productive 
units a decade ago, the Tigers averaged 
fewer than 15 points per game from 1994 
to 96. In 1994, the Tigers averaged 125 
yards passing per game. In 1995, they 
averaged 95 yards rushing. 

Last season, Memphis averaged 30.2 
points per game, the first time the Tigers 
topped the 30-point barrier since 1969. 
Behind QB Danny Wimprine, the Tigers 
ranked first in the conference in passing 
with an average of 263 yards. Behind 
RB DeAngelo Williams, the Tigers ranked 
fourth in rushing with 181 yards per game. 

Memphis’ average of 444 yards of 
total offense per game was a school 
record and 11 starters return. 

“We could be good; we should be 
a good offensive squad,” Wimprine said. 

“We have all the weapons to go as far as 
we want. We've got receivers who can win 
one-on-one matchups and | have a running 
back who can get the tough yards and break 
the long runs. And the offensive line is all 
back and continuing to grow every day.” 

In addition to Williams and Maurice 
Avery, the Tigers welcome back 6-4 
receiver Tavares Gideon, the team’s leading 
receiver in 2002, who missed last season 
with a knee injury. He had 42 catches for 
466 yards and eight touchdowns in 2002. 

Another 6-4 receiver, junior Mario 
Pratcher, is poised for a breakthrough sea- 
son. He's a big target and isn’t afraid to 
sacrifice his body going up for balls across 
the middle of the field. 

Dependable wideouts Chris Kelley 
and Darron White are back for their senior 
seasons. Kelley made significant progress 
late last season and White is a clutch 
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receiver who also is effective running 
reverses. The offensive line returns all five 
starters and has as much depth as West 
has had at Memphis. 

But the offense revolves around 
Williams, a junior tailback who missed the 
New Orleans Bowl last year after sustain- 
ing a late-season knee injury. He had 
rushed for 100 yards in 10 consecutive 
games before sitting out the final two. His 
192.1 total yards per game led the nation. 

Williams is a powerful back whose abil- 
ity to turn the corner may be unmatched in 
C-USA. He also is a sure-handed receiver 
out of the backfield. He had 384 receiving 
yards on 35 receptions last season. 

Had he not been intercepted seven 
times in two late-season games last year, 
Wimprine might have made the all-confer- 
ence team. Wimprine passed for 22 touch- 
downs and 3,174 yards last season, but 
was less effective when Williams was side- 
lined by injury. The rash of interceptions 
occurred after Williams was sidelined. 

But Wimprine has made 30 career 
starts and is already the school’s career 
leader in many categories, including pass- 
ing yards (7,323) and touchdown passes 
(59). He had a solid spring and, by West's 
assessment, made only one bad throw in 
three major scrimmages. The pass, thrown 
into heavy coverage, was completed. 


THE BEST AND 
THE BRIGHTEST 


Most Valuable Player 


RB DeAngelo Williams 
Emerging Star 
WR Mario Pratcher 
Top Newcomer 
LB Carlton Baker 


DEFENSE 

It was an impressive first year for Joe 
Lee Dunn as defensive coordinator, but 
the challenge might be greater this fall. 

Dunn lost his starting linebackers — 
the strength of last year’s team — several 
key defensive linemen and the team’s top 
cover comer. Three of the team’s top four 
tacklers were linebackers last season. 

Dunn’s ace card may be defensive 
tackle Albert Means, the former high 
school all-American from Memphis who 
had an outstanding spring. Means, who 
missed the 2002 season as an academic 
casualty, was not in peak condition when 


he reported last fall, but should be in the 
best shape of his college career. 

The defensive end position will be bol- 
stered by several junior college additions, 
including Tyus Jackson and Brandon Farrar. 

As for the vacated linebacker spots, 
junior Tim Goodwell and sophomore Quin- 
ton McCrary gained valuable experience 
a year ago. McCrary was the prize recruit 
of the 2003 class. He considered Missis- 
sippi State — Dunn’s old school — but 
made the decision to follow Dunn to 
Memphis. McCrary is quick and closes fast. 

Another junior college transfer, Carl- 
ton Baker, made an impression in the 
spring, so much so that running back 
DeAngelo Williams had to remind him to 
go a little easier in practice drills. 

The anchor to this year's defense 
might be the secondary. Although corner- 
back Lee Hayes was dismissed from the 
team before his senior year, safeties Wes- 
ley Smith and Scott Vogel are back after 
all-conference seasons. 

Smith, among the hardest-hitting 
defensive backs in the league, earned 
first-team honors and Vogel, a senior, 
made the third team. Cornerbacks 
Cameron Essex and Tristan Thomas are 
seniors who have played extensively, and 
safety O.C. Collins was a standout two 
years ago as a freshman. 

Safety Javar Pallard, a sophomore, 
proved to be one of the most physical 
DBs in the spring while Smith sat out with 
a groin injury. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

For the first time in his four seasons as 
head coach, West will employ a special 
teams coach. 

But Tyson Helton, who accepted the 
job in the spring, must realize it will come 
with the same restrictions: West doesn’t 
play many starters on special teams. 

As a result, the Tigers were among 
Conference USA's worst last year. They 
gave up three kickoff returns for touch- 
downs and allowed an 87-yard punt return 
for a TD. They also had a field goal blocked 
and returned for a score. 

Punter Brandon Roberson finished 
ninth in the league with a 39.5-yard aver- 
age. The team’s net punting average of 
33.2 yards also ranked ninth and 98th 
nationally. 

Kicker Stephen Gostkowski missed 
four of his last seven field goal attempts, 
including a 36-yarder, and the Tigers 
ranked ninth in field goal percentage. 
Gostkowski, a pitcher on the Tiger base- 
ball team, was the second-leading scorer 
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2004 DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 


QB Danny Wimprine, Sr.*/Bobby Robison, Sr. 
RB DeAngelo Williams, Jr.*/Derron Parquet, Sr. 
WR Tavares Gideon, Sr/Ryan Scott, So. 

WR Maurice Avery, Jr.*/Darron White, Sr.* 
WR Chris Kelley, Sr./Mario Pratcher, Jr. 

WR Tavarious Davis, Sr.*/Von Webb, Sr. _ 

TE John Doucette, Jr.*/Isaac Daniel, Sr. 

LT David Davis, Sr.*/Blake Butler, So. 


DEFENSE 


DE Albert Means, Sr.*/Marcus West, Jr. 
DT LaVale Washington, Jr./Haracio Colen, So. 
DE David McNair, Sr/Shaka Hill, Sr. 
OLB Mike Snyder, So./Carlton Baker, Jr. 
MLB Tim Goodwell, Jr/Charles Davis, Sr. 
OLB Quinton MeGrary, So/Cato Mott J. 
CB Cameron Essex, Sr.*/Dustin Lopez, So. 
CB Tristan Thomas, Sr/Lionel Pieh, Sr. 

So. 

So. 


in C-USA with 101 points, making each of 
his 44 extra-point attempts, but he 
missed 10 of 29 field goals. 

West would like to see more consis- 
tency from 45 yards and in, where 
Gostkowski missed five attempts. 

Memphis averaged only 7.8 yards per 
punt return, ninth in the conference. It was 
the second straight season in which the 
average failed to top eight yards. The 
Tigers’ kick return average of 18.6 yards 
also ranked ninth in the league and would 
have been worse if DeAngelo Williams had 
not been involved. 

Helton should have an improved 
return game with either senior receiver 
Chris Kelley or freshman running back 
Joseph Doss returning punts and Williams 
running back kicks. 

— Phil Stukenborg 
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IGERS RECRUITING 


Name / Position HOMETOWN 
BAKER, Carlton LB 6-2, 240 Belle Glade, FL 


in hod 36 solo tackles, in bv pet as, 
ieee sot pe pmiregrc rvag Fg 
BEULES, Phil 6:4, 265 Memphis CBHS 
Date Ak Se, Al Shelby Mato — 


5-9, 190 


DOSS, Joseph RB Melrose 
Eo N10 tc dN Ni dowk Tavaien All-State... Hod 1,162 
iit 


ene touchdowns as a senior. 


Asoo Janes eae ae 0 at big 

in Tennessee, @ senior, 
Mc Poe ey ates se a A i end poner 
Sree saceaaiye oni 6-4, 255 Woodville, dine one Southwest ha cc 

ility remaini lake Squod cat Ole Mi 

Bee islet lan a5 tele rer coaveben sok 12 quststees he lies laa 
recovered, despite playing Seige 
GRANDBERRY, Michael WR 5-10, 170 Covington 
Honorable mention All-State... em ce OS He 1/908 de ih and 18 
touchdowns as a senior... Had 477 yards rushi and six touchdowns in stale playoff gomes... Had Pa) nd 
fions for 140 yards,... Hod ve irderoapon ot ive back.. 

GRANT, Heath LB 6-1, 220 Starkville, MS Starkville 
niet State... Region Defensive Co-Most Valuable Player... paar Ledger second-team All-State... 


nine tackles for loss, wo quarterback sacks, fou attr 


con tesad NS 6 hl ey nN Ferlipe ini 
yards... Had 87 
HUDGENS, Will G8 


downs... _ Averaged 37.32 yards per punt... As a art com) 
3,998 career passing yards a 


6-3, 250 
in 2002... Second-team Mi Mississippi Noth All Two-year 
JONES, Maurice WR 6-2, 185 


NO yords ord 23 toudcloom in hn ho secnoha 
LOPEZ, Dustin bee 5-10, 175 


Porcpaed in spring Wl have ree yeos ibili led 
for 1 Reed et eciccicien waters me Reel va 


ken up, one fumble caused and arabe at acale p 


school record ape Boaipe me oe 178 in 2003, ag 


Asso 670 yrds aig rd pynticy Nea 


6-3, 200 Memphis 
Ni Gi coke Completed ss for 1,048 yrds of senior. Hod 231 


JACKSON, Tyu imingham, AL Northeast Mississippi CC 
Ho we ys of ey realy. Miss nr Col A Se Game Defensive Most Valuable Player 


cm ScHoot / COLLEGE 


ee assists... Had 98 solo sti 
recovered as a senior. 


in Mississippi spi by 


ge five touch 
70 of 140 posses for 1, 165 yards and 15 


Merny 
cok oke had 41 receptions for 851 tga tea Had idee yards in state 
. Hod 42 receptions for 668 yards a nine touchdowns as a junior... Had 101 receptions for 


Minnesota West JC 


retums with 14 
toate de Net 


Name / Position Size HOMETOWN HicH ScHoot / CouleGE 


ber Krsian wR 6-0, 165 Piva’ MS piled % 
Jackson Clarion-Ledger Top 40 in Mississippi... All-State... Region Special Teams Player Year... As a 
senior, had 29 receptions for more than 700 yards and five touchdowns... Runs 4.5 in the 40-yard dash, 


Did ot bain poyng fool il Seo sinter Tor 00h Mis. Al 
not begin until senior season son Clarion: lop 40 in Mississi 
Region... key and defensive end, BK 


MORRELL, TiQuintin OLB 6-1, 205 Atlanta, GA Douglass 
Second-team All-Metro... Two-year starter at linebacker... As a senior, had 59 solo jockles, 43 assists, six 
sacks, one interception and four fumbles recovered. 


PATTERSON, Brandon DB 6:1, Hoya Germantown 

led team fo stale Ssh aitely aiateet tee \ doonsive back... Had 53 yards rushing on eight 
carries in state Bit 347 yards rushing and seven touchdowns os a senior... Com: 
pleted 45 0f 7 posses for 657 yards, Had two interceptions at defensive back. 


PEARCE, Brandon OL 6-5, 270 Memphis Christian Brothers 
All-State... All-Shelby-Metro... All-Division... Played in East West Shrine All-Star game... Three-year letter- 
man. 


PHILLIPS, Rubio DL 6-2, 250 Kosciusko, MS Holmes Community Col- 


Second-team All-Mississippi Soumya College... Had 50 solo tackles and 16 assists as a sophomore... Led 
team in tackles for lost yardage with 1 for 24 yards... Had six quarterback sacks for minus 40 yards. 


ROBINZINE, Carlton WR Memphis Bolton 

As a senior, had 18 receptions & 498 sae ond ee touchdowns during regular season... Had nine bead 
tions for 140 yards and two touchdowns in state gomes.. . Hod one 67-yard run for @ touchdown 
Returned one punt 86-yards for touchdown... cd prea receptions for 840 yards in final hwo seasons. 


RUSSELL, Brett Christian Brothers 
All: ser All. Soby Moko... Poyed in bai West Shrine eat Star ti i . Had 15 receptions for 271 yards, 


ik 18.1 yards per reception, as a senior... As a junior, receptions for 677 yards and six 
ae 


SMITH, Rod DB 6-1, 205 Milan Milon 

Tennessee Mr. Football Class 2-A... All-State... As @ senior, had 1,921 yards rushing and 35 touchdowns... 
Had 70 tackles, including 51 solo, and three interceptions... Had 5,174 career rushing yards and 7.4 touch: 
‘eining: Hod 168 career solo tackles, 14 interceptions ond seven blocked punts in four years os defensive 


WILUAMS, Earnest WR 6-0, 170 Alomo Crockett County 
Tennessee Mr, Football Class 3-A... Three-fime All-State... Had 1,498 yards rushing and 21 touchdowns, 
ly 10.62 yards per carry, as a senior... Had 16 receptions for 275 yards ond five touchdowns... 
29.2 cd per punt return... Had 66 tockles, four opie 14 passes broken up, Iwo fumbles 
cond one fumble recovered... Had 3,393 career rushing yards and 37 touchdowns, 


WILUAMS, Ryan DL 6-2, 290 Memphis Christian Brothers 

bss State... All-Shelby-Metro... Conference Defensive Ployer of the Year... Phayed in East West Shrine All- 
ar game... As a senior, had 30 solo tackles, 45 assists, 15 tackles for loss, seven quarterback sacks, wo 
reat recovered and one interception retumed for touchdown.... Four-year letterman. 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


PASSING Pea | t Ole Mi 
(9 4, 5 3) NAME At Comp Yarns Pct TD ee 3 se ee 
40 Tennessee Tech 10 Wimprine 440 246 3174 55.9 22 13 Sept.11 Chattanooga 
44 Olle Miss 34 Robison 21 IN, py a1s0 5245 20') 10 
i cat SoothensMas 23 RUSHING | | Sept.18 — atArkansas State 
Yarps Avc 
38 Arkansas State 16 Williams 243 1430 59 49 10 Sept. 25 at UAB 
10 UAB 24 Parquet 95 4875.1 31 0 San '2 r Ratan — = 
27 at Mississippi State f 35 =i 5 cad 32 a 1 = me 
45 at Houston 14 RECEIVING Oct. 16 Tulane 
4) a Tulane : a Oct. 23 at Cincinnati 
41 East Carolina 24 23 
37 at Louisville 7 Williams 35 Nov. 2-4 Louisville 
2) Cincinnati 16 a D TEA Nov. 13. Southern Miss 
16 South Florida 2) PERMA ES —--. 
NEW ORLEANS BOWL Tackles: Hyden 101, Smith 98, Harper 97, Terry 9 Nov. 20 at East Careline 
Interceptions: Smith 3, Vogel 2 — 
27 North Texas 17 | Sacks: Terry 7, Harper 5, Taylor 4 Nov:'27 “ial South Florida 
Tackles for loss: Lucas 4, Terry 4, Taylor 4, Harper 4 
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ence USA by relying mostly on its 
traditionally strong defense. 

That might not be the formula for suc- 
cess this fall. With the defense in a rebuild- 
ing phase, the Golden Eagles will have to 
call upon an offense that struggled at 


fl ast year, Southern Miss won Confer- 


times last season. The offense, in its sec- 
ond season under coordinator Rip Scherer, 
should be able to handle the challenge. 

The offense returns nine starters, 
including a strong line, an experienced 
quarterback, and depth at running back 
and receiver. There also could be a few 
surprises tossed in, among them reserve 
quarterback Damion Carter making 
appearances as a wide receiver and red- 
shirt freshman tailback Larry Thomas mak- 
ing an impression in the backfield, 

Every new wrinkle and new addition 
will help. The Golden Eagles ranked eighth 
in the league in scoring (22.5 points), were 
10th in rushing offense (122.1 ypg) and 
ninth in passing offense (202.8 ypg). 

They were one of five conference 


2003: 9-4 overall, 8-0 Conference USA (Ist) 

COACH: Jeff Bower — At Southern Miss 
and overall: 80-58-1, 12 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 15; 9 offense, 
4 defense, kicker, punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: O08 Dustin 
Almond, RB Anthony Harris, WR Antwon 


Courington, WR Marvin Young, 

OT Jeremy Parquet, DT Chad Ruffin, 

DT Eric Scott, LB Michael Boley, 

CB Trevis Coley, CB John Eubanks 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Almond got 

stronger as last season progressed, and 

the offensive line boasts four returnees. 


This is a group that was extremely produc- 
tive during the season's second half and 


SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI 


3. GOLDEN EAGLES 


teams that failed to score 300 points dur- 
ing the long season and the only C-USA 
team to do so that still managed to 
squeeze nine wins out of the campaign. 
“We should be better on offense,” 
Southern Miss coach Jeff Bower said. “We 
were better the last six games of the year. 


We had big plays in the passing game 
and we were effective running the foot- 
ball. But we can’t get complacent there. 
We never got to where we wanted to be. 

Bower said the offensive momentum 
that the Golden Eagles displayed in the 
second half of the season was stopped 
cold in a 17-0 loss to Utah in the Liberty 
Bowl. But now he says he’s confident it 
can be regained, particularly with a more 
settled situation at quarterback. 

With Dustin Almond at the helm, the 
Golden Eagles rebounded from a 3-3 start 
and won six straight to close the season. 
During that six-game winning streak, USM 
averaged 35.3 points. 

If there’s anything that might keep 
USM from repeating as league champion, 
it’s a schedule that features non-confer- 
ence road games at Nebraska (to open the 


” 


one that could be as effective this fall if 

reserve quarterback Damion Carter moves 

his big-play potential to receiver. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The Eagles 


lost their entire starting secondary and the 


league's defensive player of the year, LB 
Rod Davis. It's a significant rebuilding job 
for coordinator Tyrone Nix, but if history is 
an indicator, he'll find more-than-capable 
replacements. 

OVERVIEW: Despite the massive turnover 
on defense, Southern Miss should again 
battle for the C-USA title and a berth in 
the Liberty Bowl. And, in a twist, the 
offense could carry this team until the 
defense finds its comfort zone. 


season), and Alabama, and tough C-USA 
games at TCU and Memphis. 

But Bower, who begins his 13th season 
at Southern Miss, has grown accustomed to 
such challenges and obstacles. He greets 
them with an “Aw, shucks,” demeanor that 
has given him the ability to weather hard 


times and make him the dean of C-USA 
coaches. He is the only coach remaining 
from the league's inaugural season in 1996. 


OFFENSE 

Dustin Almond took over at quarter- 
back during the South Florida game last 
season, and things started looking up 
immediately for the Southern Mississippi 
offense. Almond stepped up and com- 
pleted an 80-yard scoring pass on his first 
play from scrimmage. Almond earned the 
starting job and led the Golden Eagles on 
a league-championship drive. He threw 
for 1,877 yards and 13 touchdowns. 

He improved as the season pro- 
gressed and is in the same mold as former 
USM quarterbacks under Bower: not 
flashy, decent arm strength, a winner. 

“At this point he has separated him- 
self from the others,” said Bower. “And 
that's from learning the offense and being 
conscientious about studying tape and the 
offense and just paying more attention to 
detail. He has made a turnaround.” 

The team’s running back situation could 
be interesting. Bower has vowed he wants 
amore physical, smash-mouth approach. 
He’s got veterans Anthony Harris and Tim 
Blackwell returning, but C.]. Barrows, a 6-2, 
195-pound freshman from Powder Springs, 
Ga., is a powerfully built runner that 
reminds longtime Golden Eagle observers 
of Derrick Nix. Nix was a punishing back 
with speed and power who played 
between 1998 and 2002, but whose career 
was limited by an array a medical problems. 

Bower said if any freshmen are to eam 
playing time it will be at the skill positions, as 
is usually the case. He said the significance of 
Barrows’ first-year contributions would hinge 
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on how fast he picks up the offense. 

Redshirt freshman Larry Thomas spent 
most of the spring alternating with Black- 
well at No. 2 tailback. Thomas has 4.4 
speed in the 40-yard dash and spent his 
redshirt season adding bulk without sacri- 
ficing speed. He needs to develop body 
lean that is the trait of physical runners. 

Harris, who averaged 4.2 yards last year, 
has the strength and determination to push 
piles, even if he is a bit undersized at 5-9, 

If converted quarterback Damion 
Carter emerges as a receiving threat, 
Almond’s passing numbers should 
improve. Carter had three catches for 48 
yards in the Southern Miss spring game. 
He also threw for two touchdowns and 
ran for another while playing quarterback. 

While Carter, a sophomore, would be a 
rookie at his new position, the Golden 
Eagles return veterans Marvin Young, 
DaRon Lawrence and Antwon Courington. 
Young, a senior, is the leader of the group 
after catching a team-high 42 balls for 703 
yards and seven touchdowns. Young has 
great hands and an ability to pick up yards 
after the catch. Lawrence and Courington 
combined for 73 receptions for 1,068 yards. 

In addition to Almond's emergence at 
midseason, offensive tackle Chris White 
also is given credit for sparking the USM 


THE BEST anp 
THE BRIGHTEST 


Most Valuable Player 
LB Michael Boley 


Emerging Star 
DE Robert Henderson 
Top Newcomer 
RB C.J. Barrows 


turnaround. He moved from guard to 
tackle the week of the South Florida 
game, serving to stabilize the line play. 
He is joined by Jeremy Parquet, a two- 
year starter and all-conference player. 
“We are so much farther ahead than 
we were last year,” Bower said. “Last year 
we had a new offense and a new staff. The 
retention from last year to this year was 
good. We are a lot farther ahead and 
should be able to go a lot faster. It’s a 
night-and-day difference from a year ago.” 


DEFENSE 

The Golden Eagles will build their 
defense — which lost seven starters — 
around senior linebacker Michael Boley, a 


preseason All-America candidate. He is 
the favorite to win the league’s defensive 
player of the year honors, especially if he 
comes anywhere close to posting last 
year’s numbers. 

Boley had 22 tackles for lost yardage, 

11 sacks, five pass breakups, three forced 
fumbles and three fumble recoveries. He has 
exceptional instincts and may have been the 
best defensive player in the league a year 
ago according to the award’s 2003 winner: 
former USM linebacker Rod Davis. 

“(Boley) is very athletic,” Bower said. 
“He is a former running back in high school 
who played mostly the skill positions. He has 
grown into the size it requires to play line- 
backer (6-3, 231). And he is a playmaker. He 
studies the game and he is instinctive.” 

Boley moved from weakside to 
strongside linebacker after his sophomore 
season to take aclvantage of his speed. 
One of the hardest hitters on the team, he 
has been a first-team conference selection 
for two years running. 

Bower is ecstatic that Boley will get 
the opportunity to make it three straight. 
The Southern Miss coach knows how 
close Boley came to declaring for the NFL 
draft after his junior season. 

“| respect him for looking into it,” 
Bower said. “But when he did, he knew it 
was best for him to come back.” 

Antoine Cash, a defensive back two 
years ago, moved to weakside linebacker 
to allow the Eagles to take advantage of 
his cover skills and strong open-field tack- 
ling. Senior Dillon Cleckler has the unenvi- 
able task of trying to replace Davis, but 
while not as instinctive as his predecessor, 
Cleckler can get the job done. 

Up front, USM is expecting great 
things from defensive end Robert Hender- 
son, a redshirt freshman who has boosted 
his weight to 245 pounds. 

Bower has compared him to former 
USM standout Adalius Thomas. An all- 
state prep linebacker in Louisiana 2002, 
Henderson will play bandit end, a combi- 
nation linebacker/defensive end position 
in the USM scheme. 

Veteran tackles Eric Scott and Chad 
Ruffin are two of the four returning starters 
on defense. Scott, a third-team all-confer- 
ence pick last season, carries 295 pounds, 
but has good speed. Ruffin is an immov- 
able force at nose tackle. 

There are no returning starters in the 
secondary, which is a traditional strength 
of USM defenses. 

This fall’s emerging star could be Trevis 
Coley. A ferocious hitter, Coley has good 
speed and great cover skills. 


GOLDEN EAGLES 


OFFENSE 


QB Dustin Almond, Jr.*/Damion Carter, So. 
RB Anthony Harris, Jr.*/Tim Blackwell, Sr. 

FB Wayne Hardy, So./Bobby Weakley, So. 
FL Antwon Courington, Jr.*/Chris Rhoden, Fr. 
WR Marvin Young, Sr.*/Adam Hurst, So. 

SE DaRon Lavirence,J.*/Anthony Pine, So, 
TE Otho Graves, Sr/Patrick Corbett, Sr. 
LT Chris White, Sr.*/Neal Mead, Jr. 


LG Travis Cooley, So."/Bradley Worthington, Jr. 
C Addaryl Edwards, Sr./Robby D'Angelo, So. 
RG George Batiste, So."/Kendel Wheeler, Jt. 

BT Jeremy Parquet, Sr.*/Myron Powe, Sr 


n Mata, $0 


DEFENSE 


DE Akeem Lockett, Jr./Tom Johnson, Jr. 
NT Chad Ruffin, Sr.*/Terrance Ford, Jr. 
DT Eric Scott, Sr.*/Greg Casnave, So. 
DE Robert Henderson, Fr./Jonathan Palmer, So, 
SLB Michael Boley, Sr.*/Terry Anderson, Sr. 
MLB Dillon Cleckler, Sr./Kevis Coley, Jr. 
WLB Antoine Cash, Jr."MNaton Stewart dr, 
CB Seth Cumbie, St./Caleb Hendrix, So. 
SS Pierre Hutchins, Sr/Darrell Bennett, Jr, 
FS Trevis Coley, Jr./John Archie, So. 
| CB John Eubanks, Jr./Jasper Faulk, So. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

This is a strong, experienced group, 
led by two return specialists: John Eubanks 
and punt returner Marvin Young. 

Eubanks averaged 29.4 on kickoff 
returns and ran one back for 94 yards and 
a touchdown. He ranked fourth in the 
nation in kickoff returns. Young averaged 
13.6 yards returning punts, and ran one 
back 87 yards for a touchdown. 

The Golden Eagles also will be strong 
in the kicking game. 

Darren McCaleb is back for his sopho- 
more season after connecting on 14 of 17 
field goals. 

Punter Luke Johnson, who walked on 
in 2001, ranked third in the league with a 
42.1 average last season. 

— Phil Stukenborg 
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All-State bietatd Sinkel, caealcresd Flood 16 punt note he -yard fees thier ae ahaa Race Atfonta 
State... County Year... Ai .78 yards per punt... 16 punts insi 20 | SuperPrep No. 32 player in Georgia... Rated No. 69 li national iders.com. .. 
line... Kicked nine field goals... Hit 53 of 54 extra points attempted... Hod 38 receptions for 950 yards and 13 | | Journal-Constitution Top 50 in ia... Had 85 tackles (59 solo}, including three tackles for loss, one intercep- 
touchdowns. tion, one fumble caused and two fumbles recovered as a senior. 

BARROWS, C.J. 8B 62,195 Powder Springs, GA McEachem MINER, Tony RB 5-10, 200 Jodson Jim Hill 

Rivals.com ronked No. 17 player in Georgio... Raled No. 44 player in Georgia by SuperPrep.... Atlanta Journal: | Jeckson Clarion-ledger Top 40 in Mississippi... Two-time All-District... Three-year storter at running back and 
Constitution Top 50 in Georgio... As a senior, had 1,514 yards rushing and 14 touchdowns, averaging 9.5 | safety... As a senior, had 790 yards rushing ond nine touchdowns, averaging 7.4 yords per camy... Had 100 
yards per carry... Had 14 receptions for 134 yords and one touchdown... Had 930 yards rushing on 100 car yards receiving and one louchdown. 

ries as 0 junior. 

Sey seas _ MOORE, Lone D8 61,175 lekers Greene County 


| Jackson Clarion-Ledger Top 40 in Mississippi... Second-team All-Stote... Three-year starter... Had 15 intercep- | 
fions as o senior... Had two touchdown receptions os a wide receiver... As a junior, had 10 interceptions... 
| Member of state championship baseball team... Basketball letterman. 


Bastrop 
Rated No. 27 in Louisiana by SuperPrep... Two-time All-District... Three-year starter... Had 15 receptions 
for 296 yards and two touchdowns as a senior. 


CLARK, Ricardo OL 6-3, 280 Shannon Heawomba CC 
T i 2 Saoand dean Al-Sieie: NELSON, Shawn TE 6-4, 220 Gonzales, LA East Ascension 
iain = AllSke.. lL Dis. Helped feom io dst championship... Teom captain, 
CLARK, Travis QB 6-0, 200 Lincolnton, GA Lincoln County on 
Rivals.com ranked No. 30 pro-style quarterback nationally... All-State... As a senior, completed 95 of 169 OVERBY, Howard DB 6-0, 200 Mendenall ioe acta cc 
posses for 1,685 yards and 17 touchdowns... Had 589 yards rushing and 111 touchdowns. Two-time All-State... All-Region... Two-year starter at community college... As a , hod 20 tackles, 
including 11 solo, and three interceptions... Three-year starter in high school. 

DANZIE, Dustin D8 6-1, 180 Homer, LA Homer 
All-State defensive back... All-District quarterback... Had 41 tackles, including three tackles for loss, seven knock- PHILUPS, Eric DL 6-6, 250 Birmingham, AL Wenonch 
down blocks and six interceptions as a senior... Had 511 yards rushing and 14 touchdowns... Had 458 yards All-Melro... Three-year starter on offense and defense... Allowed only one quarterback sack as a senior offensive 
passing and four touchdowns... Had 16 career interceptions. lineman. .. Had 70 tackles, including 55 solo, five quarterback sacks and one safety. 
EWAH, Eric DL 63,305 Donalsonville, GA Seminole County SUMRALL, Brandon DB 5-11, 185 Beouriont Perry Central 
All-Region... Three-year starter on defensive ond offensive line... As a senior, had 65 tackles, including six tackles | | Jackson Clarion-Ledger Top 40 in Misissipp... AIL Stole... Disrict Co-Most Valuable Player... As senior, had 
for loss, and five quarterback sacks. 1,566 yards rushing and 22 touchdowns, averaging 9.2 yards per corny... Had 365 yards passing and 285 
HOUSLEY, Weley Oo $3,270 ! ie Eo a yards receiving... Had 139 tackles and one interception. 

is ree-year starter... As a senior offensive lineman, feam fo average 53 points per game, TAYLOR, Maurice WR 60,160 Vicksburg Vicksburg 
most fal lasses... Graded 85 percent on blocking assignments Twotime All Distr... Had 624 yords rushing and six touchdowns, averaging 7.5 yards camry, as a senior. .. 
JOHNSON, Ti DL - 64,290 Moss Point Mississippi Gulf Coost CC Hod 17 receptions for 318 yards and three touchdowns... Had 1,185 career rushing yards and 13 touchdowns. 
pong wabppr eed sleet jn ayear eg lara aay atc abt ft TOBIAS, Philip OL 6-4, 280 ae licen SAT ERR 


aa faba iecceatohaonme bail 59 Jacl esetg Ore ot Rivals.com roted No. 17 player in Mississippi... Jackson Clarion-Ledger Top 40 in Mississippi... As a senior, had 


88 tackles, 14 quarterback sacks and six fumbles recovered... Hod 152 career tockles, 24.5 quarterback sacks, 


JONES, Cedrick DE 66, 225 Waynesboro Wayne County six fumbles caused ond seven fumbles recovered... Scored three career touchdowns. 

ranked No. 44 defensive lineman nationally and No. 3 defensive lineman in Mississippi. .. All-State... | ' . 
Fur Gu bigoe Subiro red os Kees 17 tsiabork seks onl om Rede cored ts c| | WEBB, Lodorius DB/ATH 6-0, 160 Opelika, AL ___ Beauregard 
senior... As a junior, had 95 tackles, 15 quarterback sacks and three fumbles recovered. | Had 738 yards and 15 touchdowns as a senior... Hod 412 yards passing and four touchdowns... Hod 

| 52 tockles ond three recovered... Led the state of Alobama with 10 interceptions... As a junior, had 

LEECH, Joseph OL 6-4, 280 Amory lawomba CC 1,011 yords rushing ond 12 touchdowns... Picked to play in the Mississippi/Alabama All-Star game... State 
All-State... Two-year starter at community college. .. Team captain. champion in long jump and triple jump as a junior... Lettered in basketball. 
MASON, Cole FB 6-1, 240 Parrish, AL Parrish WILUNGHAM, Eddie DB. =-511, 170 Daylona Beach, FL Seabreeze 
Rated No. 17 player in Alabama by ... All-State linebacker... All-County on offense and defense... As All-District... As a senior, tailback his first three games and had 300 yards rushing, before being moved fo 
a senior, hod 1,940 yards rushing and 27 touchdowns... Had 115 tackles... Had 1,817 yards rushing ond 28 comerbock... Had 53 tackles, four fumbles caused ond two interceptions... Runs 4.4 in the 40-yard dash. 

5 a junior. 


RESULTS SCHEDULE 
PASSING 
i Sept. 11 t Nebrask 
; (9 ‘4, 8 0) Att Comp Yarpos Pct TD INT 2 ere 
2 at California 34 Almond 251 121 1877 482 13° 7 Sept. 18 California 
17 at UAB 12 D’Angelo 69 40 503 580 2 
“a Manalie 5 RUSHING Sept. 25 at Tulane 
P NAME No YARDS Avc 
14 Nebraska 38 aks weg bw Oe a Oct. 2 at South Florida 
22 at Cincinnati 20 Blackwell 82 17 ey | a GH | 
3 Ack 17 Moore 53 ay Cle Rah Oct. 7 Houston 
at Alabama Walley 83 i Se ee | 
27 South Florida 6 RECEIVING Oct. 16 at Alabama 
48 Louisiana-Lafayette 3 No  Yaros Ave lc TD | Oct. 23 parGanlins 
31 ai Houston 10 Young 42 703 167 80 7 — 
28 Tulane ta, entre 5 Hae * ; | Nov. 6 Cincinnati 
0) TCU 28 Johnson 17 253 «149 = 45 0 N ; 
ov. 12 at Memphis 
38 at East Carolina 21 | 
LIBERTY BOWL Tackles: Davis 164, Boley 151, Pruitt 132 | Nov. 20  atTCU 
Interceptions: Brooks 3, Coley 3, Pruitt 3 ——— 
QO Utah 17 Sacks: Boley 11, Paul 6, Jones 5 Nov. 27. UAB 
Tackles for loss: Boley 22.5, Davis 20, Paul 10 
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KIAH BROWN 
HALEYVILLE HIGH SCHOOL 


FLORIDA 
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CUMBERLAND GAP HIGH SCHOOL ST, MARY'S EPISCOPAL HIGH SCHOOL 
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To nominate one male and one female senior from your high school, 
please visit the official Web site www.wendyshighschoolheisman.com 


FFENSE 
South Florida had multiple 
decisions to make at the skill 
positions in the spring, where only the 
presence of Brian Fisher — somewhere — 
was a certainty. 
Fisher, a 5-9, 180-pound waterbug, 


isn’t expected to miss any playing time 
despite some legal trouble in the spring. 
He should again be the catalyst for an 
offense that utilized him at wideout, tail- 
back and option quarterback last season. 
He was also the team’s punt returner, and 
dabbled in kickoff returns. 

Head coach Jim Leavitt doesn’t plan 
on using Fisher under center in 2004, 
except for the occasional change of pace 
or goal-line situation. Instead, Fisher is 
expected to run with it the conventional 
way, taking handoffs from sophomore QB 
Pat Julmiste, who got the starting nod 
over senior Ronnie Banks in the spring. 

“This spring | felt like | took a couple 
steps forward,” Julmiste said. “I feel like | 
got a little experience under my belt from 
last season, so | feel motivated and confi- 


2003: 7-4 overall; 5-3 Conference USA 

(T-3rd) 

COACH: Jim Leavitt — At USF and overall: 

51-26, 7 years 
RETURNING STARTERS: | 6; 8 offense, 

6 defense, kicker, punter 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: RB Brian Fisher, 

OT Derrick Sarosi, DT Lee Roy Selmon Jr., 

DE Terrence Royal, NT Craig Kobel, 

CB DJuan Brown, PK Santiago Gramatica 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Brian Fisher 
makes plays, and will keep the chains 
moving behind a superb offensive line 
that returns intact. Defensively, USF's front 
four should be able to get to the quarter- 
back and contain the run. 


FLORIDA 


dent going into the fall.” 

Julmiste will benefit from a strong, 
veteran line that should be the saving 
grace on this side of the ball. Senior tackle 
Derrick Sarosi and center Alex Herron will 
contend for C-USA honors. They started 
alongside returnees Chris Carothers, Frank 


Davis and Levi Newton last year. 

Fisher's move to tailback leaves senior 
Allynson Sheffield as the top returning 
wideout; he had just 26 receptions a year 
ago. Junior Joe Bain, promising sopho- 
more S.J. Green, converted corner Bruce 
Gipson and freshman J.B. Garris round out 
the corps. 

Clenton Crossley, the Bulls’ leading 
returning rusher, will open the season at 
fullback, but should get his fair share of 
carries. 


DEFENSE 

Anchoring the line is Lee Roy Selmon 
Jr., who overcame a pair of knee surgeries 
that kept him out in 2001 and 2002 to 
emerge as one of USF’s most productive 
performers. 

The NCAA granted him a sixth year of 
eligibility under medical hardship guide- 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: With 
matchups against Pittsburgh, South Car- 
olina, TCU and Southern Miss among the 
first five games, it’s possible the Bulls could 
see morale drained early. QB Pat Julmiste 
will be a work in progress, particularly 
since his receivers are also young. The 
linebacker corps and secondary are filled 
with question marks. 

OVERVIEW: The Bulls found ways to come 

out on top last season thanks to experi- 

ence and making the right plays at the 
right time, but that winning formula is 

a tenuous one. With so many faces get- 

ting adjusted to new roles, the Bulls prob- 

ably will struggle to reach .500. 


lines, so he'll be in place at defensive 
tackle alongside Cedric Battles, who will 
be pushed by JC transfer Antonio Searcy. 
At the ends, South Florida appears to 
be so deep that last year’s starters, Ter- 
rence Royal and Tim Jones, might lose 
their jobs to junior Jon Simmons and 


sophomore Tavarious Robinson. Also in 
that mix is senior Craig Kobel, who led the 
team in tackles for loss (19) from the tackle 
position last year. He'll see ample time. 

At linebacker, only Stephen Nicholas 
returns among players that saw extensive 
action last season. He’ll remain on the out- 
side, where he recorded 5.5 sacks a sea- 
son ago, good for second on the squad. 

Joining Nicholas in the lineup will be 
fellow sophomore Pat St. Louis and junior 
Devon Davis in the middle. 

Senior Javan Camon steps in for all- 
league performer J.R. Reed at free safety 
and Kenny Robinson will move from cor- 
ner to strong safety for the recovering 
Johnnie Jones, who was shot twice in the 
neck and shoulder on Christmas. 

Junior D’Juan Brown returns as USF's 
top corner, with redshirt freshman Mike 
Jenkins lining up on the other side. Jenkins 
is inexperienced, but has size and speed. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Santiago Gramatica connected on just 
three of his first six field goals last season, 
but found his groove after hitting the 
game-winner in the Bulls’ landmark win 
over Louisville. A senior, Gramatica should 
be a tremendous asset for a team that had 
six of its games decided by five or less 
points, winning in OT three times. 

Brian Fisher again will return punts 
and kickoffs, and will need to help make 
up for the loss of J.R. Reed, who tied for 
the national lead in kick return average. 

Brandon Baker, who averaged 40.6 
yards per punt last season, returns for his 
senior season. Kickoff specialist Justin 
Geisler is also back. 

— Tony Mejia 
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FFENSE 
Despite a squad that includes 
only 12 seniors and a young 


defense that endured a startling number 

of injuries last season, Tulane coach Chris 
Scelfo faced the same question time and 
again on his spring tour of Green Wave 


booster clubs. 

“No matter where | go people want 
to know one thing: ‘Who's going to be 
your quarterback and your running 
back?’” Scelfo said. 

It's no wonder, with the loss of quar- 
terback J.P. Losman and running back 
Mewelde Moore. 

Not only was Losman the third con- 
secutive Tulane quarterback drafted, but 
the Green Wave is the only Conference 
USA team to lose a starting QB this sea- 
son. 

Moore, meanwhile, is Conference 
USA's all-time leader in rushing (4,364) 
and total yards (6,505) and set 24 school 
and seven C-USA records. 

At quarterback, sophomores Lester 
Ricard and Nick Cannon and redshirt fresh- 
man Richard Irvin battled throughout the 
spring and will continue to compete in the 
preseason. Tulane lost highly touted quar- 
terback Billy Don Malone to a heart condi- 
tion that will force him to give up football. 

Ricard was one of the top prep quar- 
terbacks in the nation a few years ago and 
originally signed with LSU, where he red- 
shirted in 2002 before transferring. 

At tailback, the Green Wave would 
like to count on Jovon Jackson, who took 
over for an injured Moore late in the sea- 
son and rushed for 183 yards and two 
touchdowns in his first start against UAB. 
He limped through the last two games, 
though, and Tulane coaches aren't sure if 
he can hold up over the long haul. 

The Green Wave is loaded with expe- 
rience at receiver and on the line. Led by 
all-conference senior Roydell Williams, the 
Green Wave should be deep and talented 
at receiver. Up front, all five starters 


TULANE 


return, led by junior tackle Chris McGee. 
“This is the year the offensive line has 
been growing toward,” Scelfo said. 
“They've played together the last couple of 
years and they've taken their lumps, but 
they've got a lot of game experience now.” 


Who’s Got Next in the Backfield? 


DEFENSE 

No C-USA defense took more lumps 
than Tulane last season, with 18 defensive 
players sidelined by injuries, including 15 
that had either started games or were 
projected to start. Eight of those players 
were defensive linemen. 

“It was something | had never experi- 
enced in 22 years of coaching,” Scelfo said. 

Tulane was 3-1 when the injuries 
started piling up, but to the credit of the 
defense the Green Wave also finished 
strong with wins in two of its final three 
games. The defense returns eight starters 
and several others who saw significant 
playing time last season when injuries 
forced them to take the field. 

The line should be a lot better if 
Michael Roberts (ankle), Bamm Mateen 
(foot) and Mike Purcell (knee) can return 


GREEN WAVE 


2003: 5-7 overall; 3-5 Conference USA (8th) 

COACH: Chris Scelfo — At Tulane and over- 
all: 26-34, 5 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: | 8; 8 offense, 
8 defense, kicker, punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: WR Roydell 
Williams, RB Jovon Jackson, OT Chris 
McGee, LB Anthony Cannon, 
DB Tra Boger, DB Joey Dawson, 
DB Sean Lucas 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The offensive 
line has grown up together and all five 
Starters return. All of the primary 
receivers return as well. The defense 
should regain some injured players 
who missed all or most of last season. 


from injuries, and the linebackers will be 
more solid with the return of Wesley 
Heath, who started in 2002 and missed all 
of 2003 with a leg injury. 

The secondary should be even better 
with the return of cornerback Sean Lucas 
and safeties Tra Boger and Joey Dawson. 


Boger earned second-team all-conference 
status in 2003 and Lucas and Dawson per- 
formed impressively in the spring. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Freshman punter Chris Beckman fin- 
ished second in C-USA and earned sec- 
ond-team all-conference honors with 
43.52 yards per punt. He dropped 17 
punts inside the 20-yard line. 

The rest of the kicking game failed to 
measure up, though, with kicker Barrett 
Pepper making only three of seven field 
goals and the return game failing to pro- 
duce enough big plays. Pepper will have 
to beat out Nick Beucher for the kicking 
job, and the return jobs are up for grabs. 

— Richard Scott 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The wide- 
open offense could struggle while adjusting | 
to the loss of OB J.P. Losman and RB 
Mewelde Moore. There are only 12 seniors 
on the squad — none on the defensive 
line. Injuries devastated the defense last sea- | 
son and some carried over to the spring, so | 
health and experience remain issues. 
OVERVIEW: Scelfo appears to be building 
more depth, but except for the offensive 
line and receivers, the Green Wave is sim- 
ply too young. If capable replacements 
are found at quarterback and running 
back, Tulane at least will be competitive in } 
2004 as it builds toward a winning sea- | 
son and bowl contention in 2005. 
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owns the third-best record in Confer- 
ence USA over the past five years. Per- 
haps that’s because the Blazers have yet 
to earn a bowl bid, despite a 20-15 record 
in that period. 
The Blazers went 7-4 and 6-5 in 2000 


|: might come as a surprise that UAB 


and '01, but C-USA had limited connec- 
tions in those days. The past two years, 
the injury-riddled Blazers entered their 
final game playing for a possible bowl, but 
lost both times to finish 5-7. 

“I'm not sure we didn’t do our best 
coaching job the past two years,” said 
coach Watson Brown, now in his 10th 
season at UAB, having seen the transfor- 
mation from Division I-AA to I-A, “yet we 
were still disappointed in our record.” 

If UAB is ever going to break through 
and get to a bowl, this would be the year. 
The Blazers have 53 lettermen and 20 
starters returning from a team that lost 
only four seniors. 

“The best way to get over that hump 
is to win the championship,” Brown said. 
“This is by far the best team we've had 
here, overall. But the key for us is health. 
We've been snakebit with injuries.” 

With 39 surgeries and numerous 
other injuries the past two years, the Blaz- 
ers have rarely been at their best. On the 
positive side, those injuries have forced 
the coaches to play a multitude of players. 
If everyone returns as expected in August 
and the Blazers find a way to stay healthy, 
they'll be two deep with experience 
throughout most of the depth chart. 

“We should be one of the best teams in 
this league,” Brown said, “if we're healthy.” 


OFFENSE 

While experience is prevalent through- 
out the depth chart, there is one spot with 
several questions to answer. Of the four 
seniors who departed, three just happened 
to be starters on the offensive line. 

To improve the talent, depth, experi- 
ence and competition on the line, UAB 


signed junior college transfers Tommy 
Keyes, Nick Benton, Marcus Lampton and 
Julius Wilson. Keyes, however, was the only 
one who participated in spring practice — 
and he missed some time with a hip injury. 
“| think it’s the most physical talent 
we've had in the offensive line,” Brown 


said, “but it all depends on how quick 
they mature. They'll have to mature quick 
with our schedule.” 

Brown can’t blame anyone for the 
schedule since he is UAB’s athletic direc- 
tor, but the new offensive line definitely 
will be tested by a slate that opens with 
Baylor, Florida State, Memphis, Cincinnati, 
Mississippi State and TCU. 

“By the time we get to Memphis,” 
Brown said, “I think we'll be a solid, tough 
offensive line.” 

The line must support the best collec- 
tion of skill players UAB has assembled 
since it moved to Division I-A. 

Junior quarterback Darrell Hackney has 
started only 12 games over the past two 
years — owing to injuries — but in that 
time he passed for 3,636 yards and 23 
touchdowns, showing a knack for making 
clutch plays. 


2002: 5-7 overall, 4-4 CUSA [T-6th) 

COACH: Watson Brown — At UAB; 47-54; 
9 years; overall: 79-131-1, 19 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 20; 8 offense, 
10 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: OB Darrell Hack- 


ney, WR Roddy White, LBs Zac Woodfin, 

Nigel Eldridge and Gaylon Black, DE Jer- 

maine McElveen, K Nick Hayes 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The Blazers are 


loaded with returning starters and experi- 
enced reserves who were forced into 
action by injuries last season. Hackney is 


poised and tough, especially in the clutch. 


The receivers are UAB's best in years. The 


“If you add those 12 together he’s prob- 
ably been one of the nation’s best passers,” 
Brown said. “He’s been phenomenal when 
he’s played, but he’s the epitome of the 
team: we've got to keep him healthy.” 

Injuries forced UAB to go deep at tail- 
back last year and the result has produced 


four experienced runners: 

* Sophomore Dan Burks, who led the 
Blazers in rushing in 2002 and redshirted 
with injuries last year. 

+ Sophomore Trey Chaney, who led 
the team with 479 yards in 2003. 

+ Junior Bo Moncur, who gained 325 
yards, but was slowed by injuries. 

+ Sophomore Corey White, a 225- 
pound bruiser who rushed for 332 yards 
in the last three games. 

Burks, Moncur and Chaney were all 
limited by injury rehab in the spring, “but 
any one of the four could go play and we 
could win games because of them,” 
Brown said. 

Injuries didn’t affect the receivers as 
extensively, but the Blazers still return 
their deepest and most talented group of 


defense can run and hit. Hayes is CUSA’s 
best kicker. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The offensive 
line has a lot of holes to fill, both in the start- 
ing lineup and the second team. The 
offense also needs a tailback to step up, 
stay healthy and carry the load. The Blazers 
must be more solid and consistent up front. 

OVERVIEW: The Blazers have come close 
to a big season and a bowl in the past 
few years, but injuries, close losses and 
untimely turnovers have kept them from 
reaching their potential. If they stay 
healthy and avoid turnovers, they will 
contend for the conference title. 
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Chances are, 


there s an 


AmSouth banker 


rooting for your 


home team, too. 


receivers in the Brown era, led by seniors 
Roddy White and Bradly Chavez. 

The group got even better over the 
spring when juco transfer Reggie Lindsey 
made an immediate impact and emerged 
as UAB'’s third receiver. Add Nick Coon, 
who turned just 10 catches into three 
touchdowns and 362 yards as a true 
freshman, and the depth at receiver was 
strong enough to move last year’s fourth- 
leading receiver, junior Jhun Cook, to cor- 
nerback. 


DEFENSE 

When Brown says UAB fields the best 
group of linebackers in C-USA, he’s seri- 
ous. Senior Zac Woodfin is a first-team all- 
conference selection with 268 tackles over 
the past two seasons, while senior Nigel 
Eldridge has started 21 of the past 24 
games and recorded 239 tackles. Injuries 
have limited the availability of senior Gay- 
lon Black in the past two seasons, but he 
still recorded 68 tackles in 2003. 

Those linebackers form the foundation 
of a defense that retums 10 starters and 
returns plenty of experienced reserves. 
Defensive coordinator Wayne Bolt, now in 
his second season at UAB, moved the team 


At AmSouth, we root for your success everyday. We understand 
the importance of your personal goals and victories. Thats 


why we make your needs our priority. We take the time to 
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game. Because you re not only our customer, you re part of 


our community. And when our community wins, we all win. 


JAMSOUTH BANK 
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from the 4-2-5 alignment to a 4-3 front. 

“The injuries really hit us hard on the 
defensive line last year, but now we've 
got everyone coming back,” Brown said. 
“After all those injuries, we feel like now 
we're three deep on the defensive line at 
all four positions.” 

For all that experience, the most tal- 
ented defensive lineman is sophomore 
Jermaine McElveen, a 245-pound end 
who earned Freshman All-America honors 
after leading the team with six sacks. 
McElveen is still growing into his 6-5 
frame and reminds Brown of Bryan 
Thomas, who grew into a first-round 
selection by the New York Jets in the 2002 
NFL draft. But, true to the team’s misfor- 
tune, McElveen missed the spring follow- 
ing wrist surgery. 

The secondary is especially deep at 
cormerback with Bobby Keyes, Dio Hill and 
Carlos Hendricks all experienced starters. 
Safeties Julius Wainwright and Justin Whit- 
more are returning starters but must con- 
tinue to fight younger players for their job. 

“| really feel like with all the players 
we've got coming back,” Brown said, “we 
should be the best defense in the confer- 
ence.” 
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SPECIAL TEAMS 

UAB's experience theme continues 
even in the kicking game. 

“Our kickers are all back, our punters 
are all back, our snappers are all back, our 
holders are all back, our returners are all 
back,” Brown said. “I don’t know if I’ve 
had a time with this much experience.” 

Nowhere in the special teams is that 
experience more valuable than at kicker, 
where second-team all-conference senior 
Nick Hayes returns. Brown is not only 
convinced Hayes is the best in C-USA 
after making 17 of 20 kicks last year with 
a long of 50 yards, “but he may be the 
best in the country. He's fantastic.” 

Punter Parker Mullins isn’t as dramatic 
as Hayes, but he was solid enough with 
a 41.1-yard average, and 16 downed 
inside the 20-yard line. 

While all of last year’s returners are back, 
none stood out until juco transfer Reggie 
Lindsey showed up in the spring and 
showed a special knack for returns. 

“He looked fantastic in the spring,” 
Brown said. “We thought he could, but 
once we got him here we knew he could 
be special.” 

— Richard Scott 
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ARKANS 


INDIANS 


FFENSE 
With the return of eight 
starters on an offense that should 
feature a strong running game, Arkansas 
State should be able to control the clock 
and keep its young defense off the field. 
Four players shared the tailback job 


last year until Clinton Roy suffered a sea- 
son-ending knee injury in September. 
Shermar Bracey, Antonio Warren and 
Chris Easley shared the job the rest of the 
season and combined for 1,309 yards and 
11 touchdowns, but Easley sustained a 
knee injury in the spring and will not be 
back until at least October. 

The offensive line must fill two holes 
and build more depth, so ASU signed two 
junior college linemen — Cody Brown and 
Lance Martin — to provide immediate 
help in the spring. 

The Indians probably will be one of 
the best running teams in the Sun Belt, 
but must pass better. The Indians lost their 
best receiver, Mike Cox, but return their 
next four leading receivers, led by Jerome 
Stegall and Chuck Walker. 


2003: 5-7 overall; 3-4 Sun Belt (T-4th) 
COACH: Steve Roberts — At Arkansas State: 
11-14, 2 years; overall: 60-47-1, 9 years 
RETURNING STARTERS: | 3; 8 offense, 
3 defense, kicker, punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: RB Clinton Roy, 
RB Shermar Bracey, RB Antonio Warren, 
OG Steven Gibbs, DE Courtney Todd, 
LB Steven Tookes 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The running 
game is in fine shape, with the return of 
three proven backs and four of six up 
front. Improved competition at quarter- 
back could make everyone better. Some 
JC recruits should ube else 
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SAS STA 


Now if they can just find an effective 
passer. Senior Elliot Jacobs is back after 
starting all 12 games last year, but he 
completed only 53.1 percent of his 
throws for 1,537 yards with more inter- 
ceptions (13) than TDs (10). The Indians 
occasionally turned to backup Nick Noce, 


Running Game Takes Center Stage 


but he threw seven interceptions in just 
31 attempts. 

While Jacobs spent most of his spring 
playing baseball, Noce and fellow junior 
Brian Hicks took advantage of the extra 
reps and made considerable progress. 

The coaches are excited about the fall 
arrival of junior college transfer Devin 
Hollins, a former Wisconsin backup. 

“It’s definitely going to be a battle for 
the starting job in the fall,” coach Steve 
Roberts said. “We're going to be much 
improved at quarterback, regardless of 
who wins the job.” 


DEFENSE 
Tempering the enthusiasm is a 
defense with only three starters back. 
“We've got a lot of holes to fill every- 
where defensively,” Roberts said. “We've 
got three starters back — one in the D-line, 


INDIANS 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: A lot of 
young, inexperienced players will have 
to play key roles on defense. Only two 
of the first nine games are at home, and 
the schedule includes road games at 
LSU, Missouri and Ole Miss, plus a “des- 
ignated” Sun Belt home game against 
Memphis. 

OVERVIEW: Roberts is building a better 
program, but the schedule is unreason- 
able, no matter how much money the 
program needs. It's going to be tough on 


a young team, so don't be surprised if the | 


Indians fail to finish with a record that 
reflects their progress 


one at linebacker and one in the secondary. 
Take your pick where you start there.” 
Arkansas State could start five redshirt 
freshmen, including three in the secondary 
of a 4-2-5 defense. Those three — free 
safety Tyrell Johnson, cornerback Montis 
Harrison and weak safety Khayyam Burns 


— symbolize the future of the program. 

It won't be easy finding players to 
replace departed all-conference linemen, 
John Bradley and Corey Williams. 

The coaches have high expectations 
for junior tackle Myron Anderson and 
senior end Courtney Todd, but the Indians 
need production from unproven players 
such as sophomore tackle Jamarrow 
James, a former linebacker, and sopho- 
more end Brandon Rollins, who missed 
last season after sustaining serious injuries 
in an elevator accident. 

The arrival of two junior college trans- 
fers — linebacker Elias Ellis and lineman 
Jonathan Najm — helped improve ASU's 
competition in the spring. 

Big-hitting senior linebacker Steven 
Tookes (90 tackles last season) has all- 
conference ability. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Punter Jarod Little, who walked on as 
a true freshman last year, surprised the 
Indians by dropping 15 punts inside the 
20-yard line and doing his part to allow 
opponents only 4.5 yards per return. 

Little is also competing for the kicking 
job after two years of inconsistency from 
junior Eric Neihouse. 

“It’s been very frustrating not being 
able to take home some points on an 
occasional basis,” Roberts said. 

The return game could also use some 
help after the loss of Mike Cox, who aver- 
aged 11.1 yards per punt return in 2003. 
Chris Easley, who led the Indians in kickoff 
returns, must be replaced as he rehabs 
from his knee injury. 


— Richard Scott 
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CENTRAL FLORIDA 


FFENSE 
O The hiring of George O'Leary 
most greatly impacted UCF’s 
offense, which has been one of the most 
pass-happy attacks in college football. 
But neither the pass nor run worked 


effectively last season, and off-field issues 


facilitated Mike Kruczek’s firing. O'Leary's 
first team should emulate what the vet- 
eran coach most wants to instill in his new 
program — toughness. 

Senior tailback Alex Haynes is third in 
school history in rushing yards (2,502) and 
rushing TDs (22). He has an opportunity to 
have his best season yet, considering the 
Golden Knights’ revamped philosophy. 

But sophomore Dontavius Wilcox was 
brilliant during the spring and should push 
Haynes (no job is safe in O'Leary's new 
regime). Don’t be surprised if Haynes and 
Wilcox combine for more than 40 carries 
per game, an unheard of number for past 
UCF squads. 

O'Leary also revamped the offensive 
line, which lost standouts Kyle Watkins 
and David Ashkinaz to graduation. Former 
left guard Sean Gilhuly is at right tackle 
and Adam Butcher at left guard. 

“We're trying to bring a run mentality 
and a level of toughness,” said offensive 
line coach Joe Gilbert, formerly of Toledo. 

With a terrific group of wideouts, the 
Golden Knights won't entirely scrap the 
pass. Returning starters Tavaris Capers and 
Luther Huggins combined for 93 recep- 
tions last season, while young playmakers 
Mike Walker, Brandon Marshall, Brooks 
Turner and Sergiori Joachim will only 
improve. 

UCF likely will use a short passing 
game with sophomore Steven Moffett at 
the helm. Moffett, arguably the team’s 
most heralded recruit since Daunte Culpep- 
per, was rushed last season, starting three 
games after having his redshirt pulled. 


DEFENSE 
UCF put little pressure on opposing 


quarterbacks last season, and that was a 
large part of the team’s collective melt- 
down. The team’s tackling was awful, 
which led O'Leary and his new staff to 
spend most of the spring encouraging 
contact and teaching correct techniques. 
That's the nice way to put it. 


O’Leary’s Message: Get 


“| saw a lot of guys running around 
but not with a sense of urgency as far as 
making a play,” O'Leary said. 

With competition at basically every 
position among the front seven, expect 
the fall to render UCF's starters based on 
how they deliver contact. 

The starting defensive ends will come 
from a group consisting of seniors Josh 
Stephens and Trenton Jordan and junior 
Paul Carrington, a starter last year. Inside, 
improving junior Frisner Nelson will almost 
certainly start, while redshirt freshmen 
Dennis King and Marcus Hubbard battle 
senior Ben Brinson for the other spot. 

Gerren Bray, a starter in all 12 games 
last season, likely will be the team’s top 
linebacker. 

The secondary will be UCF's biggest 
area of strength, even though depth 
remains a concern. Safeties Peter Sands and 


GOLDEN KNIGHTS 


| 2003: 3-9 overall; 2-6 MAC (5th, East} 

| COACH: George O'Leary — At UCF: Ist 

| year; overall: 52-33, 7 years 

| RETURNING STARTERS: | 6; 8 offense, 

| 7 defense, kicker/punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: RB Alex Haynes, 

WR Tavaris Capers, OL Cedric Gagne-Mar- 
coux, LB Gerren Bray, DE Paul Carrington, 

| SS Atari Bigby, K/P Matt Prater 

| PRIMARY STRENGTHS: O'Leary might 

} not get immediate results, but UCF should 


be more disciplined and fundamentally 
sound than last year’s version. The skill 
positions are loaded with talent. Bigby 
and Peter Sands are superb safeties. 


=“ GOLDEN KNIGHTS 


Atari Bigby are among the MAC’s best. 
Senior cornerback Rovel Hamilton, 

a Maryland transfer, is a likely starter. The 

other spot should be filled by sophomore 

Ron Ellis, although senior Rashard John- 

son, redshirt freshman Sheldon Shake- 

speare and converted receiver Al Peterson 


each have a chance to stake their claims. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Matt Prater’s unconventional rugby 
punt-style netted the nation’s top punting 
average (47.9) last season, and he also went 
10 of 13 on field goal attempts, nailing all 
four of his attempts from 40 or more yards. 

Despite Prater’s success as a punter, 
O'Leary has indicated he'd like Prater to 
concentrate on field goals and kickoffs, leav- 
ing the punting duties to senior Scott Sevin. 

Luther Huggins was among the 
nation’s best kick returners a year ago, 
averaging 25 yards per try. He'll likely be 
the guy again, while fellow receivers 
Tavaris Capers and Brooks Turner handle 
punt-return duties. 

— Tony Mejia 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: UCF has huge 
question marks on the defensive line, as 
defenders try to gain the toughness the 
new staff demands while easing into new 
roles. It could lead to the Golden Knights 
getting manhandled early, particularly 
since they open against Wisconsin, West 
Virginia and Penn State. 

OVERVIEW: UCF has upgraded facilities 
and its coaching staff, finally spending the 
money to mold a winner. Immediate 
results shouldn't be expected, but some 
positive steps need to be taken as the pro- 
gram builds towards IA legitimacy. UCF 
begins CUSA play in 2005. 
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FFENSE 


Evidence of third-year coach 
Rickey Bustle’s construction pro- 
ject was everywhere during the second 
half of the 2003 season as the Ragin’ 
Cajuns bounced back from an 0-7 start to 
win four of their final five games. 


“Finishing up the way we did gives 
you something to build on, which we 
haven't had around here in a few years,” 
Bustle said. 

One of the building blocks is quarterback 
Jerry Babb, who struggled through most of 
his freshman and sophomore seasons before 
averaging 240 yards passing — and com- 
pleting 63 percent of his passes — in the 
four wins. His highlights included a game- 
tying last-minute drive at Middle Tennessee 
(won in four overtimes by the Cajuns). 

“Having a young quarterback sure has 
its ups and downs, but he’s sure a promis- 
ing quarterback,” Bustle said. “He really 
finished up well.” 

Babb gives ULL’s offense a good place 
to start as coaches look to replace five offen- 
sive starters. The Cajuns lost both starting 
receivers and three starters up front, but nei- 
ther area is devoid of promising candidates. 


2003: 4-8 overall; 4-3 Sun Belt (T-2nd) 


COACH: Rickey Bustle — At ULL and overall: 


7-17, 2 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: | 3; 6 offense, 
6 defense, kicker 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: OB Jerry Babb, 


OT Brandon Cox, K Sean Comiskey, 

SS C.C. Brown, LB Stanley Smith 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The Cajuns are 

building a better foundation on both sides 

of the line and getting improved play at 

quarterback. They will carry over confi- 

dence from last year’s late-season success. 


LOUISIANA-LAFAYETTE 


RAGIN’ 


Receivers Bill Sampy and Kemmie Lewis 
bring senior experience, although Sampy’s 
status was up in the air as spring ended. He 
was suspended in April after he and a team- 
mate, offensive lineman Demetrios Brooks, 
were arrested on drug charges. 


At receiver, coaches are excited about 


Cajuns Might Have Turned the Corner 


the potential of redshirt freshman Jordan 
Jackson. 

Up front, sophomore tackle Brandon 
Cox started all 12 games as a true fresh- 
man and senior Ronnie Harvey is solid at 
center. 

The Cajuns were great in the red zone 
last season, converting 28 of 29 opportuni- 
ties, including 20 touchdowns. They should 
be effective again with the return of three 
experienced tailbacks, including leading 
rusher Chester Johnson, as well as the much- 
anticipated debut of freshman Abdule Levier. 


DEFENSE 

After two years of playing the 4-4 and 
giving up too many big plays, the defense 
was switched to a 4-3 in the spring. That 
still will allow the Ragin’ Cajuns to walk 
a safety or two into the box to stack up 
against the run while offering more deep 
protection. 
One of the keys to the new defense will 


RAGIN’ CAJUNS 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The athletic 
level still has a ways to go to catch up 
with the best Sun Belt teams, and that 
could be seen in the offensive skill posi- 
tions this season. The loss of five starters in 
the defensive front seven is significant. No 
experienced punter. 

OVERVIEW: With last year's late success 
and a conference schedule that brings 
most of the better teams to Lafayette, the 
Cajuns could be on their way to a win- 
ning season and title contention. 


be the team’s most accomplished defensive 
back, senior C.C. Brown, who mace a suc- 
cessful transition from rover safety to strong 
safety in the spring. Unfortunately for the 
Cajuns, four experienced defensive backs — 
Ricky Thomas, Jarrett Jones, Lamar Morgan 
and Antwain Spann — missed spring 


recovering from late-season injuries. 

Another key to ULL’s defensive suc- 
cess will be how well it replaces five 
starters from its front seven. 

Three defensive ends, Travis Bass, 
Eugene Kwarteng and Tony Hills, and two 
defensive tackles, Ken Haynes and Justin 
Taylor, have seen extensive playing time. 

Marshall Delesdernier returned to the 
defense in the spring. He played one game 
at defensive tackle as a freshman last sea- 
son — recording five solo tackles, including 
three for loss and two sacks, and forcing a 
fumble ... all in the fourth quarter at South 
Carolina. He then moved to the offensive 
line, where he started eight games. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

During his 14 years as a Virginia Tech 
assistant Bustle obviously paid attention 
to the Hokies’ special teams success. 

ULL played well in several aspects of 
the kicking game, blocking five kicks in 
2003 and returning two blocked field 
goals for touchdowns. Kicker Sean 
Comiskey converted 12 of 15 field goals 
(his only misses coming from 52, 50 and 
43 yards) on his way to all-conference 
honors. One of his field goals beat New 
Mexico State with 8 seconds left. 

The Cajuns also return snapper Justin 
Venable and return specialists Bill Sampy, 
Jerell Carter and Bruce Taylor, but must 
replace consistent punter Grant Autrey. 

“We probably worked more on spe- 
cial teams this spring than | ever have 
before,” Bustle said. “We just wanted to 
emphasize it more. That’s the quickest 
way to turn a game around. That's what 
I've been reared on.” 

— Richard Scott 
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LOUISIANA-MONROE 


Chae 


o Sun Belt team faced a more diffi- 
Ne challenge than Louisiana-Mon- 
roe last season. 

After going 5-18 in their first two Sun 
Belt seasons and experiencing a coaching 
change midway through the 2002 season, 
the Indians appeared to be making 


Program 


progress late in that season. Then coach 
Mike Collins crashed his truck into a house 
in April and resigned the next day. 

Collins was later found not guilty of 
drunken driving charges, but that didn’t 
change the fact that the Indians endured a 
major upheaval after the completion of 
spring practice. The school took more 
than three weeks to hire former Navy 
coach Charlie Weatherbie. Then came an 
1-11 record that came agonizingly close 
to being a winning season as the Indians 
lost six games by seven points or less. 

“The players were hunting for some 
stability, something they could hang their 
hat on,” Weatherbie said. “They didn’t 
know me, | didn’t know them, so we 
were kind of feeling each other out. 

“| think we've grown leaps and 
bounds since then, with new coaches, a 
new strength coach, some physical 
changes we've made around the pro- 
gram, some construction we're doing. 
And then we had a great spring.” 


OFFENSE 

Weatherbie has brought in four new 
coaches, including former Army coach 
Todd Berry to run the offense. Berry inherits 
the two most recent Sun Belt freshmen of 
the year — junior quarterback Steven Jyles 
and sophomore running back Kevin Payne. 

Problem is, the offensive line loses 
four seniors. Outside of all-conference 
tackle Bruce Hampton and center Hayden 
Wadsworth, the rest of the line is filled 
with questions that forced Berry to sim- 
plify his offense. 

The shortcomings up front will put even 
more pressure on |yles, who followed an 
outstanding freshman season with a shaky 


sophomore season that was hampered by a 
finger injury. If the spring was any indica- 
tion, he’s back on track and ready to be the 
dangerous dual threat he was in 2002. 

“| think Steven can be a great player 
here,” Berry said. “I'm very impressed 
with his arm strength. He’s got a quick 


Searching for Stability 


release and he’s a shifty athlete. He’s got 
some pocket awareness and you can’t 
teach that.” 

The Indians lost their top receiver, 
Mack Vincent, and could be without 
senior Floyd Smith (academics), but Berry 
saw progress from 6-4 receivers RoShon 
Jacobs and Vincent Mitchell, as well as 
from Joe Merritt and Charles Estes. 

Add Payne to the mix — he rushed 
for 81.3 yards per game in 2003 — and 
the skill positions shouldn’t be a problem. 


DEFENSE 

The Indians return nine defensive 
starters, but also lost two of their best 
players — linebacker Maurice Sonnier and 
end Corey Conde — from a group that fin- 
ished last in the Sun Belt in points 
allowed, with 36.9 per game. 
ULM does return some quality play- 


| 2003: 1-11 overall, 1-6 Sun Belt (8th) 
| GOAGH: Charlie Weatherbie — At ULM: 


I-11, | year; overall: 46-75, 11 years 


| RETURNING STARTERS: 16: 6 offense. 


9 defense, punter 


| PLAYERS TO WATCH: OB Steven Jyles, 


RB Kevin Payne, DE Brandon Guillory, 
LB John Winchester, DB Chris Harris, 
DB Shelton Williams 


| PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Jyles is a tal- 


ented athlete who can make plays with 
his arm or his legs. Payne brings balance 
and an added threat to the offense. There 
is improved talent at wide receiver, and 
better numbers on defense. 


ers, starting with free safety Chris Harris 
and linebacker John Winchester, but the 
Indians need more depth, more experi- 
ence and help from unproven players 
such as safety Shelton Williams and end 
Brandon Guillory. Williams was the talk of 
the spring on defense after running 4.3 sec- 


onds in the 40 and playing so aggressively 
that coaches are considering moving Harris 
to strong safety to make room in the lineup. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

There were some good things on spe- 
cial teams last season. Charles Estes aver- 
aged 27.4 yards per kickoff return and 7.4 
yards per punt return. 

Junior punter Joel Stelly finished third 
nationally with 46.3 yards per attempt, 
but the coaches want him to focus more 
on getting the ball away quicker and 
putting it in the right spots. He had three 
punts blocked last season. 

The loss of senior kicker Tyler Kuecker 
opens the door for freshman Ragan Wal- 
ters. 

— Richard Scott 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The Indians 
spent three years building last year's offen- 
sive line, and now most of that line is 
gone. So are two of ULM's best defensive 
players, LB Maurice Sonnier and DE Corey 
Conde. The schedule opens with Auburn 
and Arkansas. 

OVERVIEW: Weatherbie made four coach- 
ing changes in the off-season and then 
lost another coach after spring practice, 
so the Indians are still searching for conti- 
nuity. There is only one home game 
among the first five, which could be the 
Start of a long season. 
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FFENSE 


When Luke McCown stopped 
by Jack Bicknell’s office for a visit 
one day this spring, Bicknell wondered 
where four years had gone. 
After four seasons with McCown start- 
ing at quarterback and finishing as the 


NCAA's No. 5 career passing leader, 
Louisiana Tech is starting over with four 
quarterbacks who have yet to throw a 
pass in a college game. 

“It's a little like Luke's freshman year,” 
said Bicknell, Tech's sixth-year coach. 

“We were a little unsettled then, 
too. | feel like we're in the NFL, losing a 
quarterback after four years. At the same 
time we're excited about the guys we've 
got at quarterback.” 

The battle remained wide open at the 
end of the spring. The most intriguing 
candidate, former Parade All-American 
and Oklahoma transfer Brent Rawls, never 
got to show what he could do because of 
a broken hand. 

“That hurts us, no question,” Bicknell 
said, “but he still had an opportunity to 
learn quite a bit and he took advantage of 


2003: 5-7 overall; 3-5 WAC (7th) 
COACH: Jack Bicknell — At Louisiana Tech 
and overall: 27-32, 5 years 
RETURNING STARTERS: 16; 8 offense, 
8 defense 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: RB Ryan Moats, 
WR Erick Franklin, OL Adrian Gonzalez, 
OL Aaron Lips, LB Byron Santiago, 
CB/PR Corey Brazil 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Even without 
a returning OB, the Bulldogs have a habit 
of plugging in new players to the offense 
and putting up big numbers. RB Ryan 
Moats is an outstanding runner and 


LOUISIANA TECH 


BULLDO 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The 3-4 


OVERVIEW: The Bulldogs figure to find 


it. Now he has to apply it.” 
Rawls’ injury gave extra practice time 
to juniors Matt Kubik and Donald Allen, 


and redshirt freshman Zac Champion. 


Kubik has seen brief playing time in 
a mop-up role, while Allen is a raw, 
untested talent with a strong arm. Cham- 


pion participated in his second spring 
practice at Tech after graduating early 
from high school. 

The best possible news for the quar- 
terback is that the Bulldogs return all six 
starters up front, including senior tight 
end Aaron Capps. 

More good news is the return of 
junior tailback Ryan Moats, who earned 
All-WAC honors last season with 1,300 
rushing yards and 10 touchdowns, aver- 
aging 6.5 yards per carry. He also made 
27 receptions for 251 yards and a TD. 

Erick Franklin is Tech’s lone starting 
receiver retuming, but the Bulldogs have a 
habit of plugging in new receivers without 
incident. 


DEFENSE 

After finishing last in the WAC in total 
defense (510.5 yards per game) last sea- 
son, Bicknell changed his defensive coor- 


receiver. 


defense might be a better fit, but the Bull- 
dogs must still prove they can get physical 
up front and stop the run. That weakness | 
could be exposed in non-conference 
games against Miami, Tennessee and 
Auburn. 


themselves in a lot of shootouts. They'll 
need a quarterback to step up and make 
plays to be successful, but who that will 
be remains a mystery heading into fall 
camp ... and, perhaps, beyond. 


dinator and scheme. By hiring veteran 
assistant Tim Rose, Bicknell also decided 
Rose's 3-4 scheme was the right fit. 

“We have some linebackers who can 
run and we seem to be able to find that 
kind of player more often than the big 
defensive lineman,” Bicknell said. 


“] felt like it might help our pass rush, 
too. It just seems to me that there are only 
a few great defensive linemen out there 
and it’s hard for us to get them.” 

Tech's top playmaker is senior line- 
backer Byron Santiago, who earned sec- 
ond-team All-WAC honors in a season 
when he made 107 tackles. Left end 
Jemelle Cage is coming off a junior season 
in which he had team highs in sacks (four) 
and tackles for loss (12). 

The move to a 3-4 scheme paid off for 
Tulsa last season and Bicknell is hoping 
the look will present more challenges to 
WAC opponents who might not see much 
of it during the season. 

Of course, that plan and the return of 
eight defensive starters won't be much 
help if the Bulldogs don’t do a better job 
controlling the line of scrimmage. Last 
year Tech allowed 237.7 rushing yards per 
game. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Not many teams lost more in the kick- 
ing game than Tech, which has to replace 
two four-year starters — kicker Josh 
Scobee and punter Dustin Upton. 

Redshirt freshman Zach Myatt, a for- 
mer Parade All-American, is the leading 
candidate to kick field goals and extra 
points, but he will be pushed by incoming 
freshman Danny Horwedel. Myatt and 
Horwedel also will compete with David 
Black for the punting job. 

Tech should be strong in the return 
game with Corey Brazil, who led the WAC 
with 13.1 yards per punt return last sea- 
son, and kick returner Eric Newman, who 
averaged 23.6 yards per return. 

— Richard Scott 
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MIDDLE TENNESSEE 


FFENSE 
O The key is to find a quarterback 
who can lead Middle Tennessee's 
wide-open offense. 
Junior Josh Harris and sophomore 


Clint Marks both saw significant playing 
time last season behind Andrico Hines, 


QB Battle 


and Sam Hunt is a talented redshirt fresh- 
man, but none separated from the others 
in the spring. 

Whoever plays quarterback must be 
able to get the ball to senior Kerry Wright, 
one of the nation’s leading returning 
receivers after setting a school and confer- 
ence record with 1,280 receiving yards. 

Senior receiver Pedro Holliday, an All- 
American in track, also made considerable 
strides toward reaching his potential in 
the spring. Combined with mid-term 
transfer Lee Baker and Chris Henry, “We 
have four starters who can really run,” 
coach Andy McCollum said. 

Including returning tailbacks Eugene 
Gross, Kelvin German and Kevin Davis 
and redshirt freshman Terry Jackson, it’s 
clear the Blue Raiders are once again 
loaded at the skill positions. 

On the line, Middle Tennessee must 
build depth around three returning 
starters — senior tackle Julius Gant, 
sophomore guard Germayle Franklin and 
sophomore tackle Willie Hall. 

Middle Tennessee has gone 2-9 in non- 
conference games the past two seasons, 
and only a combined 6-7 within the Sun Belt 
when expected to compete for the title. 

“We've played in some tough envi- 
ronments and we played them back-to- 
back-to-back,” McCollum said. 

“We got beat by Missouri in overtime. 
The year before we almost beat Alabama. 
We played Georgia tough last year. We 
got beat by four bowl teams last year. 
We've got a lot of good players coming 
back, and | think we've learned a lot about 
being mentally tough.” 


2004 


BLUE RAIDERS 


DEFENSE 

Defense has been Middle Tennessee’s 
principal shortcoming for the past three 
seasons, so McCollum replaced defensive 
coordinator Steve Davis with former 
Louisiana-Monroe head coach Mike 


Will Go Down to the Wire 


Collins. Collins lasted only a few weeks 
before he took an assistant's job at LSU. 

McCollum then turned to secondary 
coach Bradley Dale Peveto. 

Even though Middle Tennessee 
returns only five starters and 17 lettermen 
on defense, McCollum insists this is the 
team’s best group of defensive linemen 
and linebackers since he took over in 
1999, 

Jeff Littlejohn and Thomas Johnson 
made the majority of starts at tackle last 
season, and senior Jerry Vanderpool will 
also push for a starting assignment. 

The Blue Raiders are starting over in 
the secondary after losing three of last 
year’s primary safeties and one starting 
cornerback. The one returning starter, 
senior corner Danny Tolbert, will move 
from the right side to the left. 


BLUE RAIDERS 


2003: 4-8 overall; 4-3 Sun Belt (T-2nd) 

COACH: Andy McCollum — At Middle Ten- 
nessee and overall: 25-32; 5 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: | 2: 7 offense, 
5 defense 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: WR Kerry Wright, 
OT Julius Gant, RB Eugene Gross, LB Den- 


nis Burke, DT Jeff Littlejohn, DT Jerry Van- 
derpool 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Even with 


a new quarterback the Blue Raiders aren't 
likely to skip a beat on offense because of 
skill position players that rival any in the 
league. There is more experience up front 
on defense. 


Junior college transfer DeMarcus 
Green looked good in the spring and is 
expected to fill the other cornerback spot. 

Jonathan Bonner and Dennis Burke are 
returning starters at linebacker. Bonner 
made 74 tackles last season, second on 
the team and tops among returning play- 


ers. Burke is a physical player who 
accounted for 57 tackles, 6.5 for loss. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

A bad punt snap led to a 33-28 loss 
to North Texas. Snapping and punting 
problems also led to a touchdown and a 
field goal in a 20-19 loss to Florida 
Atlantic. McCollum has never been a fan of 
one player doing both the kicking and punt- 
ing, but that changed after sophomore 
Colby Smith stepped up in the spring and 
won both jobs. 

“Unless one of our young kids comes 
up in the fall and changes my mind, this 
guy has the mentality to handle it,” 
McCollum said. 

— Richard Scott 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The new OB 
needs to be effective in a hurry, because 
four of the first five games are on the 
road, including key conference games at 
Louisiana-Lafayette and North Texas. The 
Blue Raiders can't afford injuries on the 
offensive line and the secondary is green. 

OWERVIEW: The Blue Raiders have fallen 
short of expectations in the past two years, 
in part because they struggled to bounce 
back from early nonconference losses. 
But the schedule {other than an opener 
against Florida) is more manageable and 
won't prevent Middle Tennessee from 
making a run at the conference title. 
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FFENSE 
O With injuries affecting three tail- 
backs and reducing the offensive 
line to nine healthy bodies by the end of 
spring, Troy State had much time to work 


on its passing attack. 
That's a good thing. 


The Trojans’ big concern in their first 
season of Sun Belt play is getting more 
efficient and consistent play at quarter- 
back, to balance the offense. The founda- 
tion has already been set with workhorse 
tailback DeWhitt Betterson, and the return 
of four offensive line starters. Everyone 
who was nicked up in the spring is 
expected to return healthy in August. 

For the first time since 2000, when 
Troy State won the Division I-AA South- 
land Conference championship, the Tro- 
jans will compete for a title and 
postseason opportunity. The non-confer- 
ence schedule remains filled with 
“money” games against LSU, Missouri, 
South Carolina and Marshall, but the con- 
ference schedule is loaded with possibili- 
ties for a potential championship. 


} 2003: 6-6 overall, Division I-A independent 
| COACH; Larry Blakeney — At Troy State and 
overall: 108-48-1, 13 years 
RETURNING STARTERS: 19; 8 offense, 
| 9defense, kicker, punter 
| PLAYERS TO WATCH: RB DeWhitt 


Betterson, WR Jason Samples, OG Junior 
Louissaint, DE Demarcus Ware, DE Cedric 


Sullivan, FS Derrick Ansley 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Plenty of experi- 
ence with 24 seniors, including 17 who 
have started and 19 who will either start 
or be on the second team. Four returning 
offensive line starters and three returning 
defensive line starters. Depth at tailback. 


TROY STATE 


TROJANS 


Now, if coach Larry Blakeney can just 
find a quarterback. 

Senior Aaron Leak was 6-4 as a starter 
last season, but completed only 42.5 per- 
cent of his passes and threw 12 intercep- 
tions to go with seven touchdowns. 

Leak found competition in the spring 


Veteran Team Seeks its Day in the Sun 


when sophomore Carl Meadows trans- 
ferred from the defunct East Tennessee 
State program and started with the first 
team for the final scrimmage. There is a 
large group pursuing playing time, includ- 
ing freshman Gary Banks (a former minor 
league baseball player) ... and coaches 
can’t wait until prize recruit D.T. McDow- 
ell arrives in August. 

Assuming he isn’t enticed this sum- 
mer by professional baseball, don't be sur- 
prised if the rocket-armed McDowell gets 
a chance to show what he can do early in 
the season. 

The Trojans are untested at receiver 
beyond senior Jason Samples, but the 
receivers did enough in the spring to con- 
vince Blakeney that quarterback remains the 
only real question for Troy State’s offense. 

“The biggest thing we need to get out 
of the quarterbacks, whoever they are, is 


TROJANS 
Quality punting. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Lack of a 
proven quarterback and receivers to spark 
an inefficient passing game. Field goal 
accuracy must improve. Linebackers are 
deep, but who will step up and make the 
plays? Schedule is once again a rugged 
test of Troy State’s depth and resilience. 

OVERVIEW: While the non-conference 
schedule is as tough as it has ever been 
for the Trojans, the conference schedule 
(no North Texas) offers a realistic chance 
to contend for the title. With such a vet- 
eran team, Troy State needs to make the 
most of its chances this season. 


to play the game as mistake-free as possi- 
ble,” Blakeney said. “Don’t think you've 
got to win the game on every play. That's 
usually sure death.” 

The running back position is in fine 
shape with Betterson, who ended with 
1,161 yards and nine touchdowns in 2003. 


DEFENSE 

The defense is solid with nine 
returning starters, including seven 
seniors. 

“You've got to have the chemistry 
and leadership to be mature enough to 
handle a loss against a tough schedule,” 
Blakeney said, “and that’s going to be 
important for us.” 

The strength of the defense is its 
senior defensive ends, Demarcus Ware 
and Cedric Sullivan. NFL scouts consider 
Ware a legitimate pro prospect and Sul- 
livan made considerable progress late 
last season in his first I-A season. Eric 
Thomas and Georgia Tech transfer 
Alfred Malone are solid at the tackles. 

The other star on defense is free 
safety Derrick Ansley, who had nine 
interceptions last season and made a 
team-high 94 tackles. 

The biggest question comes at 
strong safety, where freshman Clint Coe 
must replace standout Rayshun Reed. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Junior Thomas Olmsted averaged 
42.4 yards per punt last season and 
placed 20 punts inside the 20-yard line. 

Olmsted has potential as a kicker, 
but made only 6 of 13 field goals — 
none longer than 38 yards — and won't 
have to kick field goals if redshirt fresh- 
man Greg Whibbs proves up to the job. 

The Trojans have plenty of experi- 
ence in the return game with junior 
Toris Rutledge, who led the team in kick 
returns (20.8 yards per return) and dab- 
bled in punt returns. 

— Richard Scott 
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Hes too old to play 
with action figures, 
but he still needs a 
father figure. 


| TINA! UINDYO Oy | DAVE THOMAS 
A | \ | A, <9 FOUNDATION 
oP re een peat f ah : FOR ADOPTION” 


Support the Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption. 
Call 1-800-ASK-DTFA or visit www.DaveThomasFoundation.org 


REN SE: 


Ever-Changing League Still the ‘Green’ Belt 


T he landscape of the Sun Belt Con- 
ference may be continually chang- 
ing, but the one constant, in terms 
of winning championships, is North Texas. 

This season figures to be no different. 

Since losing at Louisiana-Monroe 19-17 
on Oct. 6, 2001, North Texas has won 18 
consecutive conference games, resulting in 
three league championships and three berths 
in the New Orleans Bowl. 

The Sun Belt Conference, which was 
formed in 2001, will undergo a minor face lift 
this season with the addition of former I-A 
independent Troy State, followed by a major 
change in 2005. New Mexico State and Utah 
State leave for the WAC... and Florida 
Atlantic and Florida International, transition- 
ing to I-A, might be ready to be included in 
the league standings. 

Regardless of who plays in the Sun Belt, 


North Texas is the overwhelming pick to win 
another league title in 2004. 

“We realize there may be a bull’s eye on 
our chest, but we try not to look at it that 
way,” said North Texas coach Darrell Dickey. 
“We have a lot of respect for the teams in 
this conference.” 

Dickey points to several close victories 
last season as proof the Sun Belt is improv- 
ing overall. Five of the Mean Green's con- 
ference wins came by 10 or fewer points, 
including a 28-26 victory at Louisiana- 
Lafayette and a 13-10 triumph at New 
Mexico State. 

“We've had several close ones and 
we've been fortunate that the ball has 
bounced our way in a lot of them,” Dickey 
said. “Our conference gets knocked for its 
won-loss record, but the truth is we're all 
playing top-ranked teams on the road early 


and getting beaten up. We've been able to 
stay healthy, while other teams have not.” 

There were no serious challengers to 
North Texas last season as Louisiana-Lafayette 
and Middle Tennessee tied for second place 
with three losses. Both teams should be 
improved this season, but each has a lot more 
question marks than the Mean Green. 

The addition of Troy State will strengthen 
the conference. The Trojans went 6-6 last sea- 
son, including an upset of Marshall. 

“The conference is getting better every 
year,” said Middle Tennessee coach Andy 
McCollum. “North Texas, you have to give 
them all the credit in the world because they've 
done a great job week in and week out. 

“They play with an attitude on defense; 
they are physical on offense and they run the 


football.” 
— Monte Hale 


SUN BELT PICKS 


GOOD NEWS 


BAD NEWS 


1. North Texas Returns 14 starters; has won 


three straight league titles. 


Third-year coach Rickey Bustle 
continues to upgrade talent. 


3. New Mexico St. Dual-threat QBs Buck Pierce and 
Paul Dombrowski are outstanding. 


Returns 16 starters and has 


2. UL Lafayette 


4, Troy State 


a powerful running game. 


5. Middle Tenn, Skill position players are as 


good as any in the conference. 


Indians return 15 starters, 
including nine on defense. 


The league’s best passing game 
and an improving defense. 


Three RBs are back after gaining 
1,300 yards and 11 TDs. 


New coach Nick Holt won't 
tolerate culture of losing. 


6. UL Monroe 


7. Utah State 


8. Arkansas St. 


Gone is star DT Brandon 
Kennedy and 3 key linebackers. 


Star wideout Fred Stamps is 
gone; Cajuns are thin at receiver. 


Both QBs are injury prone; just 3 
starters back on offense. 


Passing game was ineffective in 
03 and remains a concern. 


The O-line has a big hole at cen- 
ter; secondary inexperienced. 


Could start where they left off, 
with first 3 league games on road. 


Hard to replace production of RB 
David Fiefia and TE Chris Cooley. 


Tough sked; 8 new starters on 
defense; woeful passing game. 


Vandals return just nine starters 
from a team that went 3-9. 


OUR CALL 
North Texas is the team to beat. Looks like a 
nine-win season and another league title. 


The Cajuns could win as many as eight games 
and challenge North Texas. 


With 10 starters back on defense and healthy 
QBs, the Aggies could contend for the title. 


Troy State went 2-2 against Sun Belt teams last 
season, and will make its presence felt immediately. 


Need just a little improvement after losing five 
games by a touchdown or less last season. 


Charlie Weatherbie has a history of turning pro- 
grams around, and he’s on track at UL-Monroe. 


Capable of playing with any team in the league, 
but needs to start winning on the road. 


ASU has won 11 games in two years under coach 
Steve Roberts, but this looks like a small step back. 


A new attitude under Holt; the middle of the 
conference is something to shoot for. 


The BIG Ones 


Sept. 4: 
Sent. 4: 
Sept. 4: 
Sept. 4: 


Sept. 11: Louisiana-Lafayette at Louisiana Tech* 
Sept. 18: Troy State at New Mexico State 
Sept. 18: Utah at Utah State 


Troy State at Marshall* 
North Texas at Texas 
Idaho at Boise State 


Middle Tennessee at Florida 


Sept. 18: Memphis at Arkansas State 


Top 10) NFL 


1. Patrick Cobbs RB 
2. Adrian Awasom = DL. 
3. Jonas Buckles = § 
4, DeWhitt Betterson &B 
5. Kevin Payne RB 
6. Demarcus Ware DE 
7. Derrick Ansley CB 
8. Kerry Wright WR 
9, Chris Harris $ 
10. Petro Holiday WR 


Most Accurate Passer: 
Strongest Arm: 

Best Scrambler: 
Coolest in the Clutch: 
Toughest to Bring Down: 
Best Hands: 


North Texas 
North Texas 
North Texas 
Troy State 
UL Monroe 
Troy State 
Troy State 


UL Monroe 


Most Dangerous Deep Threat: 


Best Pass Blocker: 
Best Run Blocker: 
Best Cover Corner: 
Special Teams Demon: 


CONNECTIONS 


Sept. 25: 
Oct. 2: 
Oct. 2: 
Oct. 23: 
Nov. 6: 
Nov. 13: 
Nov. 20: 


New Mexico at New Mexico State* 
Middle Tennessee at North Texas 
New Mexico State at UTEP* 

New Mexico State at North Texas 
North Texas at Louisiana-Lafayette 
Troy State at Louisiana-Lafayette 


Louisiana-Lafayette at Louisiana-Monroe 


* Designated conference game 


Talent 


Sr. Led nation in rushing last season (152.7 ypg). 
Sr. Great athlete who gets into the backfield. 

Sr. Three-time All-Sun Belt pick can cover and hit. 
Sr. True workhorse had a great second half of '03. 

So. Had 976 yards rushing and 41 catches as a frosh. 
Sr. Rush end had six sacks, 16 for TFL last season. 
Sr. Excellent cover corner had 9 interceptions in ‘03. 
Middle Tennessee Sr. Only 5-9, 175 but has excellent speed and hands. 
Jr. Good size, good hops, picked off Eli Manning. 
Middle Tennessee Sr. Speed counts: Sun Belt’s fastest player? 


Honear Roll 


Scott Hall, QB 
Travis Cox, QB 
Buck Pierce, QB 
Scott Hall, QB 
Patrick Cobbs, RB 
Kerry Wright, WR 
Kerry Wright, WR 
Hank Therien, OT 
Steve Subia, OG 
Derrick Ansley, DB 
Jonas Buckles, 0B 


North Texas 

Utah State 

New Mexico State 
North Texas 
North Texas 
Middle Tennessee 
Middle Tennessee 
Idaho 

New Mexico State 
Troy State 

North Texas 


Patrick Cobbs, RB, North Texas 
: Kerry Wright, WR, Middle Tennessee 
Adrian Awasom, DL, North Texas 
ER: Emmanuel Marc, RB, Utah State 


New Orleans vs. C-USA #5 


Lindy’s 2004 


ALL-SUN BELT TEAM 


OFFENSE - First Team 


QB Scott Hall 

RB Patrick Cobbs 

RB DeWhitt Betterson 

WR Kerry Wright 

WR Jason Samples 
Andy Blount 
Andy Brewster 
Bruce Hampton 
Hank Therien 
Steve Subia 
Lonnie Chambers 
Sean Comiskey 
Kevin Payne 


Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
So. 
if 
Sr. 


Jr. 


So. 


North Texas 
North Texas 
Troy State 


Middle Tennessee 


Troy State 
North Texas 
North Texas 

UL Monroe 
Idaho 


New Mexico State 


North Texas 
UL Lafayette 
UL Monroe 


DEFENSE - First Team 


Adrian Awasom 
Evan Cardwell 
Jeff Littlejohn 
Demarcus Ware 
Robert Watts 
Richard Glover 
Steven Tookes 
Jonas Buckles 
Derrick Ansley 
Chris Harris 
C.C. Brown 
Joel Stelley 


Sr. 


Sr. 


Jr. 


North Texas 
North Texas 


Middle Tennessee 


Troy State 
Utah State 


. New Mexico State 


Arkansas State 
North Texas 
Troy State 

UL Monroe 

UL Lafayette 
UL Monroe 


OFFENSE —- Second Team 


QB Travis Cox 

RB Eugene Gross 

RB Tony Joseph 
Jimmy Labita 
Johnny Quinn 
Joey Trappey 
Tab Slaughter 
Jason May 
Donald Penn 
Brandon Cox 
Nick Cole 
Nick Bazaldua 
Ja’Mel Branch 


Sr. 


Utah State 


So. Middle Tennessee 


So 
Ul 


So. 
So. 


Jr. 
Jr. 
Jr. 


So, 


So 
Jr. 
Sr. 


. New Mexico State 


Idaho 

North Texas 
UL Monroe 
Arkansas State 
North Texas 
Utah State 

UL Lafayette 


. New Mexico State 


North Texas 
North Texas 


DEFENSE — Second Team 


Michael Pruitt 
Courtney Todd 
Brandon Kania 
Aubrey Dorisme 
Mike Anderson 
John Winchester 
Jimmy Cottrell 
Walter Priestly 
T. Washington 
Markeith Knowlton 
Matt Griebel 
Brad Kadlubar 


Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sie 
Jr. 
SG 
Jr. 
Sr 


So. 


Sr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 


North Texas 
Arkansas State 
Idaho 


New Mexico State 


Idaho 
UL Monroe 


New Mexico State 


North Texas 
Utah State 
North Texas 


New Mexico State 


North Texas 


CA Look Back 


When Alabama lost to Louisiana Tech on Sept. 18, Mike DuBose 
and the Tide appeared to be in complete disarray. OK, so that part 
would come later, but Alabama righted itself within a couple of weeks 
to win at Florida (which had dispatched defending national champ 
Tennessee). That the Tide and Gators emerged in December for a 
rematch in the SEC title game was a dream come true for the Gators. 
But the Tide turned it into a nightmare in a 34-7 rout behind star 
Shaun Alexander and a great defense. 


* SEC champion: Alabama (10-3, 7-1) 

* SEC MVP: Shaun Alexander, RB, Alabama; Deon Grant, DB, 
Tennessee 

* Heisman Trophy: Ron Dayne, RB, Wisconsin 
7th: Shaun Alexander, RB, Alabama 

¢ National champion: Florida State (12-0) completed a perfect season 
by beating #2 Virginia Tech, 46-29, in a wild Sugar Bowl. It was 
FSU’s second national title of the ‘90s. 


For the third year in a row, the season ended with Florida (9-1-1) 
and Alabama (11-0) squaring off for the SEC title. Florida had started 
the season ranked No. 1, but had been derailed by an early loss to 
Auburn, while the Tide still had designs on repeating its '92 perfect 
season and national championship. In quite a showdown, the Gators 
held a 17-10 halftime lead before the Tide scored 13 unanswered 
points. Yet, sophomore Danny Wuerffel outdueled Jay Barker to lead 
a late TD drive and lift Florida, 24-23. 


¢ SEC champion: Florida (10-2-1, 7-1) 

¢ SEC MVP: Jay Barker, QB, Alabama 

¢ Heisman Trophy: Rashaan Salaam, RB, Colorado 
5th: Jay Barker, QB, Alabama 
7th: Eric Zeier, QB, Georgia 

* National champion: Nebraska (13-0) edged Penn State (12-0) in the 
final polls after the #1 Huskers beat #3 Miami in the Orange Bowl, 
24-17, and the #2 Nittany Lions beat #12 Oregon in the Rose, 38-20. 


Quite a season and quite an SEC race, when Tennessee beat 
Auburn early, Alabama beat Tennessee a couple of weeks later, and 
then Auburn upended unbeaten Alabama in the final regular-season 
game. Along the way, those guys weren't losing to anybody else, 
and each wound up in the Top 10. 


* SEC tri-champions: Alabama (10-2, 6-1), Auburn (10-2, 6-1), Ten- 
nessee (11-1, 6-1) 

¢ SEC MVP: Emmitt Smith, RB, Florida 

¢ Heisman Trophy: Andre Ware, QB, Houston 
7th: Emmitt Smith, RB, Florida 

¢ National champion: Miami (11-1) captured its third of four champi- 
onships in a nine-year period when the #2 Hurricanes got past #7 
Alabama in the Sugar Bowl, 33-25, while #4 Notre Dame defeated 
the nation’s only undefeated team, #1 Colorado, 21-6, in the Orange. 


Just as Florida seemed to be getting going after a rather dismal 
history, the Gators wound up in big trouble — a three-year probation. 
Although the Gators went 5-0-1 in league and 9-1-1 overall (and 
were named No. | by The Sporting News, and the New York Times 
and Sagarin computer polls), they were banned from bowls, and LSU 
was declared champion. 


¢ SEC champion: LSU (8-3-1, 4-1-1) 

* SEC MVP: Kerwin Bell, QB, Florida 

¢ Heisman Trophy: Doug Flutie, QB, Boston College 
No SEC players in top 10 

National champion: BYU was the only undefeated team, and was 
voted national champion — even though the Cougars merely beat a 
6-5 Michigan squad in the Holiday Bowl. No. 2 Oklahoma lost to #4 
Washington in the Orange Bowl, removing much doubt about who 
would be #1. LaVell Edwards’ team was the sixth to gain the top spot 
that season. 


A year after capturing the 1978 national championship, the 
Alabama Crimson Tide spent most of the season ranked No. 1, but in 
a strange shifting of AP votes, lost their No. 1 ranking to Ohio State 
after all the regular-season games had been played. Curiously, the 
Tide still held a substantial lead in first-place votes, which meant more 
than a few voters didn’t even have them ranked No. 2. But Ohio State 
stumbled in the Rose Bowl, and that’s all the Tide needed. Alabama 
routed Arkansas in the Sugar, 24-9, marking Bear's sixth champi- 
onship ... whether the voters liked it or not. 
¢ SEC champion: Alabama (12-0, 6-0) 
* SEC MVP: Joe Cribbs, RB, Auburn 
* Heisman Trophy: Charles White, RB, USC 
10th: Steadman Shealy, QB, Alabama 

* National champion: #1 Ohio State fell to #3 USC in the Rose Bowl, 
17-16, and #2 Alabama took care of business by dismantling #6 
Arkansas, 24-9, in the Sugar Bowl. 


Johnny Vaught’s Ole Miss Rebels rolled to a 5-0 start, winning each 
game by at least three touchdowns. This was a defense that recorded 
four shutouts, and allowed only 6, 6, 7, 7, 9 and 12 points in their 
other regular-season games. Amazingly, one of those “sixes” spoiled 
their perfect season, when Arkansas scored on a 66-yard halfback- 
option touchdown pass for a 6-0 victory. Otherwise, the Rebs rolled 
to nine victories, later stumbling in the bowl game against Navy. 
¢ SEC champion: Mississippi (9-2, 5-1) 
¢ SEC MVP: Art Davis, HB, Mississippi State 
¢ Heisman Trophy: Alan Ameche, FB, Wisconsin 
No SEC players in top 10 

* National champions: UCLA (9-0, coaches poll) and Ohio State (10-0, 
AP poll) went undefeated, and split the national title, awarded before 
bowl games. 
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